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Operation Northwoods
Operation Northwoods was a series of false-flag proposals that
originated within the United States government in 1962, but were
rejected by the Kennedy administration.[2] The proposals called for
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), or other operatives, to commit
perceived acts of terrorism in U.S. cities and elsewhere. These acts of
terrorism were to be blamed on Cuba in order to create public support
for a war against that nation, which had recently become communist
under Fidel Castro.[3] One part of Operation Northwoods was to
"develop a Communist Cuban terror campaign in the Miami area, in
other Florida cities and even in Washington".
Operation Northwoods proposals included hijackings and bombings
followed by the introduction of phony evidence that would implicate
the Cuban government. It stated:
The desired resultant from the execution of this plan
would be to place the United States in the apparent
position of suffering defensible grievances from a rash
and irresponsible government of Cuba and to develop an
international image of a Cuban threat to peace in the
Western Hemisphere.

Operation Northwoods memorandum (13 March
[1]
1962).

Several other proposals were included within Operation Northwoods, including real or simulated actions against
various U.S. military and civilian targets. The plan was drafted by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, signed by Chairman
Lyman Lemnitzer and sent to the Secretary of Defense. Although part of the U.S. government's Cuban Project
anti-communist initiative, Operation Northwoods was never officially accepted; it was authorized by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, but then rejected by President John F. Kennedy.
According to currently released documentation, none of the operations became active under the auspices of the
Operation Northwoods proposals.

Origins and public release
The main proposal was presented in a document entitled "Justification for U.S. Military Intervention in Cuba (TS)",
a top secret collection of draft memoranda written by the Department of Defense (DoD) and the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS).[1] The document was presented by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara on 13
March 1962 as a preliminary submission for planning purposes. The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommended that both the
covert and overt aspects of any such operation be assigned to them.
The previously secret document was originally made public on 18 November 1997, by the John F. Kennedy
Assassination Records Review Board,[4] a U.S. federal agency overseeing the release of government records related
to John F. Kennedy's assassination.[5][6] A total 1,521 pages of once-secret military records covering 1962 to 1964
were concomitantly declassified by said Review Board.
"Appendix to Enclosure A" and "Annex to Appendix to Enclosure A" of the Northwoods document were first
published online by the National Security Archive on 6 November 1998 in a joint venture with CNN as part of its
1998 Cold War television documentary series[7][8]—specifically, as a documentation supplement to "Episode 10:
Cuba," which aired on 29 November 1998.[9][10] "Annex to Appendix to Enclosure A" is the section of the document
which contains the proposals to stage terrorist attacks.
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The Northwoods document was published online in a more complete form (i.e., including cover memoranda) by the
National Security Archive on 30 April 2001.[11]

Content
In response to a request for pretexts for military intervention by the Chief of Operations of the Cuba Project, Brig.
Gen. Edward Lansdale, the document listed methods, and outlined plans, that the authors believed would garner
public and international support for U.S. military intervention in Cuba. According to Jacob Hornberger:

“

The plan called for U.S. personnel to disguise themselves as agents of the Cuban government and to engage in terrorist attacks on the U.S.
base at Guantanamo Bay. It also called for terrorist attacks within the United States that would be conducted by pro-U.S. forces disguising
themselves as Cuban agents.
One of the most fascinating aspects of Operation Northwoods involved the proposed hijacking of an American passenger plane. The JCS
proposed that a real plane containing American passengers would be hijacked by friendly forces disguised as Cuban agents. The plane would
drop down off the radar screen and be replaced by a pilotless aircraft, which would crash, purportedly killing all the passengers. Under the
[12]
plan, the real passenger plane would be secretly flown back to the United States.

”

More specifically, the plan called for the following:
1. Since it would seem desirable to use legitimate provocation as the basis for U.S. military intervention in Cuba
a cover and deception plan, to include requisite preliminary actions such as has been developed in response to
Task 33 c, could be executed as an initial effort to provoke Cuban reactions. Harassment plus deceptive
actions to convince the Cubans of imminent invasion would be emphasized. Our military posture throughout
execution of the plan will allow a rapid change from exercise to intervention if Cuban response justifies.
2. A series of well coordinated incidents will be planned to take place in and around Guantanamo to give genuine
appearance of being done by hostile Cuban forces.
a. Incidents to establish a credible attack (not in chronological order):
1. Start rumors (many). Use clandestine radio.
2. Land friendly Cubans in uniform "over-the-fence" to stage attack on base.
3. Capture Cuban (friendly) saboteurs inside the base.
4. Start riots near the base main gate (friendly Cubans).[13]
5. Blow up ammunition inside the base; start fires.
6. Burn aircraft on air base (sabotage).
7. Lob mortar shells from outside of base into base. Some damage to installations.
8. Capture assault teams approaching from the sea or vicinity of Guantanamo City.
9. Capture militia group which storms the base.
10. Sabotage ship in harbor; large fires—naphthalene.
11. Sink ship near harbor entrance. Conduct funerals for mock-victims (may be in lieu of (10)).
b. United States would respond by executing offensive operations to secure water and power supplies,
destroying artillery and mortar emplacements which threaten the base.
c. Commence large scale United States military operations.
3. A "Remember the Maine" incident could be arranged in several forms:
a. We could blow up a U.S. ship in Guantanamo Bay and blame Cuba.
b. We could blow up a drone (unmanned) vessel anywhere in the Cuban waters. We could arrange to
cause such incident in the vicinity of Havana or Santiago as a spectacular result of Cuban attack from
the air or sea, or both. The presence of Cuban planes or ships merely investigating the intent of the
vessel could be fairly compelling evidence that the ship was taken under attack. The nearness to Havana
or Santiago would add credibility especially to those people that might have heard the blast or have seen
the fire. The United States could follow up with an air/sea rescue operation covered by U.S. fighters to

Operation Northwoods
"evacuate" remaining members of the non-existent crew. Casualty lists in U.S. newspapers would cause
a helpful wave of national indignation.
4. We could develop a Communist Cuban terror campaign in the Miami area, in other Florida cities and even in
Washington.[14]
The terror campaign could be pointed at refugees seeking haven in the United States. We could sink a boatload
of Cubans en route to Florida (real or simulated). We could foster attempts on lives of Cuban refugees in the
United States even to the extent of wounding in instances to be widely publicized. Exploding a few plastic
bombs in carefully chosen spots, the arrest of Cuban agents and the release of prepared documents
substantiating Cuban involvement, also would be helpful in projecting the idea of an irresponsible government.
5. A "Cuban-based, Castro-supported" filibuster could be simulated against a neighboring Caribbean nation (in
the vein of the 14 June invasion of the Dominican Republic). We know that Castro is backing subversive
efforts clandestinely against Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, and Nicaragua at present and possible
others. These efforts can be magnified and additional ones contrived for exposure. For example, advantage can
be taken of the sensitivity of the Dominican Air Force to intrusions within their national air space. "Cuban"
B-26 or C-46 type aircraft could make cane-burning raids at night. Soviet Bloc incendiaries could be found.
This could be coupled with "Cuban" messages to the Communist underground in the Dominican Republic and
"Cuban" shipments of arm which would be found, or intercepted, on the beach.
6. Use of MIG type aircraft by U.S. pilots could provide additional provocation. Harassment of civil air, attacks
on surface shipping and destruction of U.S. military drone aircraft by MIG type planes would be useful as
complementary actions. An F-86 properly painted would convince air passengers that they saw a Cuban MIG,
especially if the pilot of the transport were to announce such fact. The primary drawback to this suggestion
appears to be the security risk inherent in obtaining or modifying an aircraft. However, reasonable copies of
the MIG could be produced from U.S. resources in about three months.[15]
7. Hijacking attempts against civil air and surface craft should appear to continue as harassing measures
condoned by the government of Cuba. Concurrently, genuine defections of Cuban civil and military air and
surface craft should be encouraged.
8. It is possible to create an incident which will demonstrate convincingly that a Cuban aircraft has attacked and
shot down a chartered civil airliner en route from the United States to Jamaica, Guatemala, Panama, or
Venezuela. The destination would be chosen only to cause the flight plan route to cross Cuba. The passengers
could be a group of college students off on a holiday or any grouping of persons with a common interest to
support chartering a non-scheduled flight.
a. An aircraft at Eglin AFB would be painted and numbered as an exact duplicate for a civil registered
aircraft belonging to a CIA proprietary organization in the Miami area. At a designated time the
duplicate would be substituted for the actual civil aircraft and would be loaded with the selected
passengers, all boarded under carefully prepared aliases. The actual registered aircraft would be
converted to a drone.
b. Take off times of the drone aircraft and the actual aircraft will be scheduled to allow a rendezvous
south of Florida. From the rendezvous point the passenger-carrying aircraft will descend to minimum
altitude and go directly into an auxiliary field at Eglin AFB where arrangements will have been made to
evacuate the passengers and return the aircraft to its original status. The drone aircraft meanwhile will
continue to fly the filed flight plan. When over Cuba the drone will begin transmitting on the
international distress frequency a "MAY DAY" message stating he is under attack by Cuban MIG
aircraft. The transmission will be interrupted by destruction of the aircraft which will be triggered by
radio signal. This will allow ICAO radio[16] stations in the Western Hemisphere to tell the United States
what has happened to the aircraft instead of the United States trying to "sell" the incident.
9. It is possible to create an incident which will make it appear that Communist Cuban MIGs have destroyed a
USAF aircraft over international waters in an unprovoked attack.
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a. Approximately 4 or 5 F-101 aircraft will be dispatched in trail from Homestead AFB, Florida, to the
vicinity of Cuba. Their mission will be to reverse course and simulate fakir aircraft for an air defense
exercise in southern Florida. These aircraft would conduct variations of these flights at frequent
Intervals. Crews would be briefed to remain at least 12 miles off the Cuban coast; however, they would
be required to carry live ammunition in the event that hostile actions were taken by the Cuban MIGs.
b. On one such flight, a pre-briefed pilot would fly tail-end Charley at considerable interval between
aircraft. While near the Cuban Island this pilot would broadcast that he had been jumped by MIGs and
was going down. No other calls would be made. The pilot would then fly directly west at extremely low
altitude and land at a secure base, an Eglin auxiliary. The aircraft would be met by the proper people,
quickly stored and given a new tail number. The pilot who had performed the mission under an alias,
would resume his proper identity and return to his normal place of business. The pilot and aircraft would
then have disappeared.
c. At precisely the same time that the aircraft was presumably shot down, a submarine or small surface
craft would disburse F-101 parts, parachute, etc., at approximately 15 to 20 miles off the Cuban coast
and depart. The pilots returning to Homestead would have a true story as far as they knew. Search ships
and aircraft could be dispatched and parts of aircraft found.[17]
James Bamford wrote on Northwoods:

“

Operation Northwoods, which had the written approval of the Chairman and every member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called for innocent
people to be shot on American streets; for boats carrying refugees fleeing Cuba to be sunk on the high seas; for a wave of violent terrorism to
be launched in Washington, D.C., Miami, and elsewhere. People would be framed for bombings they did not commit; planes would be
hijacked. Using phony evidence, all of it would be blamed on Castro, thus giving Lemnitzer and his cabal the excuse, as well as the public and
[18]
international backing, they needed to launch their war.

”

Related Operation Mongoose proposals
In addition to Operation Northwoods, under the Operation Mongoose program the U.S. Department of Defense had a
number of similar proposals to be taken against the Cuban regime of Fidel Castro.
Twelve of these proposals come from a 2 February 1962 memorandum entitled "Possible Actions to Provoke, Harass
or Disrupt Cuba," written by Brig. Gen. William H. Craig and submitted to Brig. Gen. Edward Lansdale, the
commander of the Operation Mongoose project.[19][6]
The memorandum outlines Operation Bingo, a plan to; "create an incident which has the appearance of an attack on
U.S. facilities (GMO) in Cuba, thus providing an excuse for use of U.S. military might to overthrow the current
government of Cuba."
It also includes Operation Dirty Trick, a plot to blame Castro if the 1962 Mercury manned space flight carrying John
Glenn crashed, saying: "The objective is to provide irrevocable proof that, should the MERCURY manned orbit
flight fail, the fault lies with the Communists et al. Cuba [sic]." It continues, "This to be accomplished by
manufacturing various pieces of evidence which would prove electronic interference on the part of the Cubans."
Even after General Lemnitzer lost his job as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Joint Chiefs of Staff still
planned false-flag pretext operations at least into 1963. A different U.S. Department of Defense policy paper created
in 1963 discussed a plan to make it appear that Cuba had attacked a member of the Organization of American States
(OAS) so that the United States could retaliate. The U.S. Department of Defense document says of one of the
scenarios, "A contrived 'Cuban' attack on an OAS member could be set up, and the attacked state could be urged to
take measures of self-defense and request assistance from the U.S. and OAS."
The plan expressed confidence that by this action, "the U.S. could almost certainly obtain the necessary two-thirds
support among OAS members for collective action against Cuba."[18][20]
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Included in the nations the Joint Chiefs suggested as targets for covert attacks were Jamaica and Trinidad-Tobago.
Since both were members of the British Commonwealth, the Joint Chiefs hoped that by secretly attacking them and
then falsely blaming Cuba, the United States could incite the people of the United Kingdom into supporting a war
against Castro.[18] As the U.S. Department of Defense report noted:
Any of the contrived situations described above are inherently, extremely risky in our democratic system
in which security can be maintained, after the fact, with very great difficulty. If the decision should be
made to set up a contrived situation it should be one in which participation by U.S. personnel is limited
only to the most highly trusted covert personnel. This suggests the infeasibility of the use of military
units for any aspect of the contrived situation."[18]
The U.S. Department of Defense report even suggested covertly paying a person in the Castro government to attack
the United States: "The only area remaining for consideration then would be to bribe one of Castro's subordinate
commanders to initiate an attack on [the U.S. Navy base at] Guantanamo."[18]

Reaction
The continuing push against the Cuban government by internal elements of the U.S. military and intelligence
communities (the failed Bay of Pigs Invasion, the Cuban Project, etc.) had already prompted President John F.
Kennedy to attempt to rein in burgeoning hardline anti-Communist sentiment that was intent on proactive,
aggressive action against communist movements around the globe. After the Bay of Pigs, Kennedy had fired CIA
director Allen W. Dulles, Deputy Director Charles P. Cabell, and Deputy Director Richard Bissell, and turned his
attention towards Vietnam. Kennedy had also stripped the CIA of responsibility for paramilitary operations like the
Bay of Pigs and turned them over to the U.S. Department of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which, as
Commander in Chief, Kennedy could more directly control. Personally, Kennedy expressed outrage to many of his
associates about the CIA's growing influence on civilians and government inside America, and his attempt to curtail
the CIA's extensive Cold War and paramilitary operations was a direct expression of this concern.
Kennedy personally rejected the Northwoods proposal, and it would now be the Joint Chiefs' turn to incur his
displeasure. A JCS/Pentagon document (Ed Lansdale memo) dated 16 March 1962 titled MEETING WITH THE
PRESIDENT, 16 MARCH 1962 reads: "General Lemnitzer commented that the military had contingency plans for
U.S. intervention. Also it had plans for creating plausible pretexts to use force, with the pretext either attacks on U.S.
aircraft or a Cuban action in Latin America for which we could retaliate. The President said bluntly that we were not
discussing the use of military force, that General Lemnitzer might find the U.S so engaged in Berlin or elsewhere
that he couldn't use the contemplated 4 divisions in Cuba."[21] The proposal was sent for approval to the Secretary of
Defense, Robert McNamara, but was not implemented.
(Some fifty years later when asked about the plot by journalist David Talbot, Robert McNamara drew a blank. "I
have absolutely zero recollection of it. But I sure as hell would have rejected it," McNamara said, adding, "I really
can't believe that anyone was proposing such provocative acts in Miami. How stupid!" [22])
Following presentation of the Northwoods plan, Kennedy removed Lemnitzer as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, although he became Supreme Allied Commander of NATO in January 1963. American armed forces leaders
began to perceive Kennedy as going soft on Cuba, and the President became increasingly unpopular with the
military, a rift that came to a head during Kennedy's disagreements with the service chiefs over the Cuban Missile
Crisis.
On 3 August 2001, the National Assembly of People's Power of Cuba (the main legislative body of the Republic of
Cuba) issued a statement referring to Operation Northwoods and Operation Mongoose wherein it condemned such
U.S. government plans.[23]
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Further reading
• Jon Elliston, editor, Psywar on Cuba: The Declassified History of U.S. Anti-Castro Propaganda (Melbourne,
Australia and New York: Ocean Press, 1999), ISBN 1-876175-09-5.
• James Bamford, Body of Secrets: Anatomy of the Ultra-Secret National Security Agency From the Cold War
Through the Dawn of a New Century (New York: Doubleday, first edition, 24 April 2001), ISBN 0-385-49907-8.
Here is an excerpt from Chapter 4: "Fists" [24] of this book.
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Curveball (informant)
Rafid Ahmed Alwan
Born

Rafid Ahmed Alwan
al-Janabi
1968
Iraq

Residence

Karlsruhe, Germany

Nationality

former Iraqi Citizen

Other names Curveball
Alma mater

Baghdad University

Rafid Ahmed Alwan al-Janabi (Arabic: ﺭﺍﻓﺪ ﺃﺣﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻮﺍﻥ, Rāfid Aḥmad Alwān; born 1968), known by the Central
Intelligence Agency cryptonym "Curveball", is an Iraqi citizen who defected from Iraq in 1999, claiming that he
had worked as a chemical engineer at a plant that manufactured mobile biological weapon laboratories as part of an
Iraqi weapons of mass destruction program.[1] Alwan's allegations were subsequently shown to be false by the Iraq
Survey Group's final report published in 2004.[2][3]
Despite warnings from the German Federal Intelligence Service and the British Secret Intelligence Service
questioning the authenticity of the claims, the US Government utilized them to build a rationale for military action in
the lead up to the 2003 invasion of Iraq, including in the 2003 State of the Union address, where President Bush said
"we know that Iraq, in the late 1990s, had several mobile biological weapons labs", and Colin Powell's presentation
to the UN Security Council, which contained a computer generated image of a mobile biological weapons
laboratory.[1][4] On November 4, 2007, 60 Minutes revealed Curveball's real identity.[5] Former CIA official Tyler
Drumheller summed up Curveball as "a guy trying to get his green card essentially, in Germany, and playing the
system for what it was worth."[1]
In a February 2011 interview with the Guardian he "admitted for the first time that he lied about his story, then
watched in shock as it was used to justify the war."[6]
Rafid Ahmed Alwan should not be
confused with Hussein Kamel, Saddam
Hussein's son-in-law, who was the chief
developer of Iraq's special weapons
program and defected in August 1995. In a
September 1995 interview with CNN,
Kamel denied the existence of biological
and nuclear weapons In Iraq saying, "Iraq
does not possess any weapons of mass
destruction."[7] He returned to Iraq in 1996
and was killed, along with his extended
family, shortly after that.

Computer-generated image of alleged mobile biological weapons laboratory,
presented by Colin Powell at the UN Security Council.
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The name "Curveball"
Allegedly because the Iraqi informant disliked Americans,[8] Germany's intelligence service (BND) classified him as
a "blue" source, meaning the Germans would not permit U.S. access to him (red sources were allowed American
contact).[9] Later evidence indicated that he was in fact pro-American, and that the Germans were guarding their
source.[10] The Germans, however, did pass on information to the American intelligence agencies and the informant
was given the codename "Curveball". Despite it being an American term, the Americans deny coining the name, and
its origin is uncertain. The base cryptonym "ball" had been used during the Cold War when dealing with informants
who had intelligence about weapons.[9][11]

Claims and background
Rafid Ahmed Alwan studied chemical engineering in university but received low marks. He also worked at the
Babel television production company in Baghdad, which was owned by Saddam Hussein's son Uday; sometime after
leaving his job, a warrant was issued for his arrest because of theft from the same company.[5]
Curveball's story began in November 1999 when Alwan, then in his early 30's, arrived at Munich's Franz Josef
Strauss Airport with a tourist visa. Upon entering the country he applied for political asylum because he had
embezzled Iraqi government money and faced prison or worse if sent home. The German refugee system sent him to
Zirndorf, a refugee center near Nuremberg.[9]
After he arrived at the refugee center he changed his story. Alwan's new story included that after he had graduated at
the top of his chemical engineering class at Baghdad University in 1994,[12] he worked for "Dr. Germ,"
British-trained microbiologist Rihab Rashid Taha to lead a team that built mobile labs to produce lethal biological
WMD.[12]
The Germans listened to his claims and debriefed him starting in December 1999,[13] continuing to September 2001.
Although the Americans did not have "direct access" to Curveball,[14][15] information collected by the BND
debriefing team was later passed on in part to the Defense Intelligence Agency in the United States.[16] As an
incentive to keep supplying information to German intelligence, Curveball had been granted asylum, as he had
applied earlier in 1999 and failed.[17] He had enough money that he did not have to work. He gave many hours of
testimony about Iraq's WMD program and in particular its mobile weapons laboratories. Despite CIA technicians
and weapon experts finding major flaws and inconsistencies with the designs and systems he asserted the military
was developing, this information made it to the American government and although there were wide doubts and
questions about the claimed informant's reliability and background, assertions attributed to Curveball claiming that
Iraq was creating biological agents in mobile weapons laboratories to elude inspectors appeared in more than 112
United States government reports between January 2000 and September 2001.[18] His assertions eventually made it
into United States Secretary of State Colin Powell's February 2003 address to the United Nations detailing Iraq's
weapons programs.
According to a Danish state TV documentary, DR1 Dokumentaren "Manden der løj verden i krig"[19] broadcast
April 21, 2010, Curveball is still living in Germany under strong protection of the German police. Danish TV filmed
Rafid on the streets and recorded clips of conversation with him, before he surreptitiously called the police and had
the TV-crew banned from his neighbourhood.

Criticism, investigation, and damage control
In 2003, inspectors led by David Kay conducted additional investigation of Curveball's credibility. They found
among other things that he placed last in his university class when he had claimed to place first, and that he had been
jailed for embezzlement before fleeing to Germany. The former point is relevant because Curveball claimed to have
been hired out of university to head Iraq's bioweapons program. That he had placed last in his class would cast
considerable doubt on this claim.
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In response to public criticism, U.S. president Bush initiated an investigative commission who released their report
on March 31, 2005. Bush's investigative commission came to many conclusions including:
• Curveball's German intelligence handlers saw him as "crazy ... out of control", his friends called him a
"congenital liar", and a US physician working for the Defense Department who travelled to Germany to take
blood samples seeking to discover if Anthrax spores were present was stunned to find the defector had shown up
for medical tests with a "blistering hangover",[20] and he "might be an alcoholic".[21]
• While there were many reports that Curveball was actually a relative (younger brother) of one of Ahmed
Chalabi's Iraqi National Congress (INC) top aides,[8][22] the investigative commission stated that it was "unable to
uncover any evidence that the INC or any other organization was directing Curveball."[23]
• The Bush administration ignored evidence from the UN weapons inspectors that Curveball's claims were false.
Curveball had identified a particular Iraqi facility as a docking station for mobile labs. Satellite photography had
showed a wall made such access impossible, but it was theorised that this wall was temporary. "When United
Nations Monitoring Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspectors visited the site on February
9, 2003, they found that the wall was a permanent structure and could find nothing to corroborate Curveball's
statements."[24] Instead, the inspectors found the warehouse to be used for seed processing.[25]

Blame
The Bush administration laid blame on the CIA, criticizing its officials for "failing to investigate" doubts about
Curveball, which emerged after an October 2002 National Intelligence Estimate. In May 2004, over a year after the
invasion of Iraq, the CIA concluded formally that Curveball's information was fabricated. Furthermore, on June 26,
2006, The Washington Post reported that "the CIA acknowledged that Curveball was a con artist who drove a taxi in
Iraq and spun his engineering knowledge into a fantastic but plausible tale about secret bioweapons factories on
wheels."[17]
On April 8, 2005, CIA Director Porter Goss ordered an internal review of the CIA in order to determine why doubts
about Curveball's reliability were not forwarded to policy makers. Former CIA Director George Tenet and his former
deputy, John E. McLaughlin, announced that they were not aware of doubts about Curveball's veracity before the
war. However, Tyler Drumheller, the former chief of the CIA's European division, told the Los Angeles Times that
"everyone in the chain of command knew exactly what was happening."

Scamming $10,000 from powerful Iraqi
In September 2009 Rafid Alwan contacted a member of the Iraqi National Reconciliation Commission, Fa'al Niema
Thehieb, and persuaded him he needed $10,000 to send Theheib's daughter to school in Germany, needing the
money for visa application costs and residency. After Thehieb sent him a cheque, he lost contact with Alwan and has
since filed a complaint with the Iraqi consulate in Frankfurt, Germany.[26][27]

Admitting that he lied
In February 2011, Rafid Ahmed Alwan al-Janabi admitted for the first time that he lied about his story regarding
Iraq's secret biological weapons program.[6] He also admitted to being shocked that his false story was used as a
justification for the Iraq War but proud that the fabrications helped topple Saddam Hussein.
According to the Danish "The man who lied the world into war" film(2010/2011 update, basing on sources) after
finding him by document makers, and their questions to chief of his new home country security and spy services he
lost his "work"(in the company, by document makers, found and described as a cover with his position of "marketing
specialist") and "salary with flat". Then when he had to get back to the social one-room flat with social security
help-salary, he phoned documentary staff proposing interview for the 40 000 European currency(before UK
newspaper article). Also he showed papers, that in his words, was clearly showing contract between him and this
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"cover company" for the 15 years, starting in the 1999/2000 with the month salary of 3000 European
currency(average salary in Europe is about 75000$,[28] which make it generally under, however average was much
lower in the beginning of the 2000s and for not qualified specialist, working without experience was quite big,
especially compared to usual immigrant jobs and salaries)[29][30]
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Nayirah Testimony refers to the controversial testimony given before the non-governmental Congressional Human
Rights Caucus on October 10, 1990, by a female who provided only her first name, Nayirah. In her emotional
testimony, Nayirah stated that after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait she had witnessed Iraqi soldiers take babies out of
incubators in a Kuwaiti hospital, take the incubators, and leave the babies to die. Though reporters did not then have
access to Kuwait, her testimony was regarded as credible at the time and was widely publicized. It was cited
numerous times by United States senators and the president in their rationale to back Kuwait in the Gulf War.
Her story was initially corroborated by Amnesty International[1] and testimony from evacuees. Following the
liberation of Kuwait, reporters were given access to the country and found the story of stolen incubators
unsubstantiated. However, they did find that a number of people, including babies, died when nurses and doctors fled
the country.
In 1992, it was revealed that Nayirah's last name was al-Ṣabaḥ (Arabic:  )ﻧﻴﺮﻩ ﺍﻟﺼﺒﺎﺡand that she was the daughter of
Saud bin Nasir Al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti ambassador to the United States. Furthermore, it was revealed that her
testimony was organized as part of the Citizens for a Free Kuwait public relations campaign which was run by Hill
& Knowlton for the Kuwaiti government. Following this, al-Sabah's testimony has largely come to be regarded as
wartime propaganda.

Background
Incubator allegations
Iraqis are beating people, bombing and shooting. They are taking all hospital equipment, babies out of incubators . Life-support systems are
turned off. . . . They are even removing traffic lights. The Iraqis are beating Kuwaitis, torturing them, knifing them, beating them, cutting
their ears off if they are caught resisting or are with the Kuwaiti army or police.
[2]

—Evacuee's description as reported in St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Following the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait, there were reports from of widespread looting. On
September 2, 1990 in a letter to the UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, Kuwait's UN representative,
Mohammad A. Abulhasan, wrote:
Further to those of our communications which are intended to inform you of the actions perpetrated by
the Iraqi occupation authorities in Kuwait in contravention of all international laws, and on the basis of
confirmed information provided to us by the Government of Kuwait, we wish to draw attention to a
phenomenon which has no precedent in history, namely, the Iraqi occupation authorities' organized
operation for the purpose of looting and plundering Kuwait. It is impossible to compare this operation to
any similar incidents or to provide an exact account thereof because it is in effect an operation designed
to achieve nothing less than the complete removal of Kuwait's assets, including property belonging to
the State, to public and private institutions and to individuals, as well as the contents of houses,
factories, stores, hospitals, academic institutes, schools, and universities...What has occurred in Kuwait
is the perpetration of an act of armed robbery by a State which has used its military, security and
technical organs for that purpose.[3]
In the letter, Abulhasan also noted that "theft of all equipment from private and public hospitals, including X-ray
machines, scanners and pieces of laboratory equipment."[3] The allegations of looting were also retold by evacuees
who described "soldiers looting office buildings, schools and hospitals for air conditioners, computers, blackboards,
desks, and even infant incubators and radiation equipment." [4] Douglas Hurd, the British Secretary for foreign
affairs surmised that "they are looting and destroying in a way which suggests that they may not expect to be there
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for very long."[5]
The looting of incubators attracted media attention because of allegations that premature babies were being discarded
or dying as a result.[6] On September 5, Abdul Wahab Al-Fowzan, the Kuwaiti health minister-in-exile, stated at a
press conference in Taif, Saudi Arabia "that Iraqi soldiers had seized virtually all of the country's hospitals and
medical institutions after their invasion" and that "soldiers evicted patients and systematically looted the hospitals of
high-tech equipment, ambulances, drugs and plasma" which resulted in the death of 22 premature babies.[5][7][7]The
Washington Post described the origin of the Kuwaiti baby story as follows:
The Kuwaiti baby story originated with a letter from a senior Kuwaiti public health official that was smuggled
out of the country by a European diplomat late last month, according to Hudah Bahar, an architect who
received the letter here in London. It was supplemented by information gathered from fleeing Kuwaitis and
other sources by Fawzia Sayegh, a Kuwaiti pediatrician living here.
The letter claimed that Iraqi soldiers ordered patients evicted from several hospitals and closed down critical
units for treating cancer patients, dialysis patients and those suffering from diabetes. Bahar and Sayegh said
the Iraqis hauled sophisticated equipment such as dialysis machines back to Baghdad, part of the haul of cash,
gold, cars and jewelry that is said by Arab banking sources to exceed $2 billion. Among the equipment taken
were the 22 infant incubator units, they said.[7]
The Washington Post also noted that it was unable to verify the accusations as Iraq did not permit access to the area
and had quarantined diplomats.[7]
On September 5, in another letter to the UN Secretary General, Abulhasan reiterated Fowzan's claims writing:
We are informed by impeccable sources in Kuwait's health institutions that the Iraqi occupation
authorities have carried out the following brutal crimes, which may be described as crimes against
humanity: ... 2. The incubators in maternity hospitals used for children suffering from retarded growth
(premature children) have been removed, causing the death of all the children who were under
treatment.[8]
The letter did not state how many babies had died.[7][9] The allegations in the letter received widespread media
coverage in the following days. [10][11][12][13][14][15] That day, in an interview with released hostages on NPR's All
Things Considered, a hostage stated that Iraqi troops were "hitting children with the butts of the guns, taking infants
out of incubators and taking the incubators."[16] Reuters also reported they had been told "that Iraqi troops took
premature babies out of incubators in Kuwait in order to steal the equipment."[17][18]
On September 9, NPR reported that "in a ward for premature infants, soldiers had turned off the oxygen on
incubators and packed the equipment for shipment to Iraq."[19]
On September 17, Edward Gnehm Jr., the U.S. ambassador-designate to Kuwait, told reporters that Kuwaiti health
officials told him 22 babies had died when Iraqi troops had stolen their incubators.[20] The Los Angeles Times
reported that "refugees reported that incubators for premature babies were confiscated by Iraqi troops and the babies
inside were piled on the floor and left to die."[6][21] The San Jose Mercury News also reported the same allegation
that day, adding that Western diplomats thought "this is the kind of thing that some people call genocide, and if
people wanted to construe it as such, it could be cause for some kind of military intervention."[22]
On September 25, the Washington Post reported that "Kuwait City's hospitals are being stripped of incubators."[6][23]
The president of Citizens for a Free Kuwait wrote to Representative Gus Yatron stating of how he "recently learned
that the Iraqi leader has ordered that maternity hospital incubators [in Kuwait], used for treating premature babies, be
turned off, allowing these infants to die of exposure."[24]
On September 29, in a meeting between Kuwaiti leader Sheik Jabbar al Ahmed al Sabah and president George Bush
Sr., the exiled emir told the president that Iraqis were "going into hospitals, taking babies out of incubators and
people off life-support machines to send the equipment back to Iraq."[25][26] In his remarks following the discussion,
Bush stated that "Iraqi aggression has ransacked and pillaged a once peaceful and secure country, its population
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assaulted, incarcerated, intimidated, and even murdered" and that "Iraq's leaders are trying to wipe an internationally
recognized sovereign state, a member of the Arab League and the United Nations, off the face of the map."[27]
On September 28, Kuwait's planning minister, Sulaiman Mutawa reported that 12 babies had died as a result of
incubator looting.[28]
On September 30, U.S. News & World Report reported that that it had obtained secret US government cables based
on eyewitness accounts that revealed "shocking acts of brutality inflicted by the Iraqis against innocent citizens at
Kuwaiti hospitals."[29] The cables stated that on the sixth day of Iraqi invasion, Iraqi soldiers "entered the Adan
Hospital in Fahaheel looking for hospital equipment to steal" and that "they unplugged the oxygen to the incubators
supporting 22 premature babies and made off with the incubators" thus killing the 22 children.[29]
On October 9, at a Presidential news conference, Bush stated:
I thought General Scowcroft [Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs] put it very well
after the Amir left here. And I am very much concerned, not just about the physical dismantling but of
the brutality that has now been written on by Amnesty International confirming some of the tales told us
by the Amir of brutality. It's just unbelievable, some of the things at least he reflected. I mean, people on
a dialysis machine cut off, the machine sent to Baghdad; babies in incubators heaved out of the
incubators and the incubators themselves sent to Baghdad. Now, I don't know how many of these tales
can be authenticated, but I do know that when the Amir was here he was speaking from the heart. And
after that came Amnesty International, who were debriefing many of the people at the border. And it's
sickening.[30]

Advertising
As far as the East is from the West, that's how far most U.S. advertisers want to be removed from any hint of capitalizing on the Iraqi
conflict.
—Advertisers steer clear of Mideast,St. Petersburg Times

[31]

Initially, most advertisers were ignoring the Middle East crisis in their ads.[31] It was noted that companies selling
information, such as news organizations, were running advertisements for their coverage of the conflict.[31]

Citizens for a Free Kuwait
The Citizens for a Free Kuwait was a public relations committee set up by the Kuwaiti embassy, described by The
Times News as a "Washington, D.C.- based committee comprised of concerned Kuwaitis and Americans".[32][33]
Though the committee occupied embassy office space, they were to be working independently of the embassy.[32]

Hill & Knowlton
In 1990, after being approached by a Kuwaiti expatriate in New York, Hill & Knowlton took on "Citizens for a Free
Kuwait."[34] The objective of the national campaign was to raise awareness in the United States about the dangers
posed by Iraqi dictator, Saddam Hussein to Kuwait.[34]
Hill & Knowlton conducted a $1 million study to determine the best way to win support for strong action.[35] H & K
had the Wirthington Group conduct focus groups to determine the best strategy that would influence public
opinion.[36] The study found that an emphasis on atrocities, particularly the incubator story, was the most
effective.[36]
Hill & Knowlton is estimated to have been given as much as $12 million by the Kuwaitis for their public relations
campaign.[37]
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Congressional Human Rights Foundation
The Congressional Human Rights Foundation is a non-governmental organization that investigates human rights
abuse.[38] It was headed by Democratic U.S. Representative Tom Lantos and Republican Representative John Porter
and rented space in Hill & Knowlton's Washington headquarters at a $3000 reduced rate.[38]

Testimony
On October 10, 1990 Nayirah was the last to testify at the Caucus. In her oral testimony, which lasted about 6
minutes, she stated:
I volunteered at the al-Addan hospital with twelve other women who wanted to help as well. I was the
youngest volunteer. The other women were from twenty to thirty years old. While I was there I saw the
Iraqi soldiers come into the hospital with guns They took the babies out of the incubators, took the
incubators and left the babies on the cold floor to die.[crying] It was horrifying.[39][40]
Although Nayirah did not specify how many babies were in the incubators in her oral testimony, in the written
testimony distributed by Hill and Knowlton, it read "While I was there I saw the Iraqi soldiers come into the hospital
with guns, and go into the room where 15 babies were in incubators."[41] The testimony was not given under oath.
Representative John Porter, co-chairman of the caucus, remarked that in his eight years of service on the caucus, he
had never heard such "brutality and inhumanity and sadism."[42] Nayirah's testimony was described as the most
dramatic.[42]

Hill & Knowlton
It is unclear how much of Nayirah's testimony was coached. Though the firm was supposed to provide only stylistic
help,[43] it was reported that H&K "provided witnesses, wrote testimony, and coached the witnesses for
effectiveness."[44]

Effect
Nayirah's testimony was widely publicized.[45] Hill & Knowlton, which had filmed the hearing, sent out a video
news release to Medialink, a firm which served about 700 television stations in the United States.[46]
That night, portions of the testimony aired on ABC's Nightline and NBC Nightly News reaching an estimated
audience between 35 and 53 million Americans.[44][46] Seven senators cited Nayirah's testimony in their speeches
backing the use of force.[47] President George Bush repeated the story at least ten times in the following weeks.[48]
Her account of the atrocities helped to stir American opinion in favor of participation in the Gulf War.[49]

Initial response
On January 13, 1991, the Sunday Times reported that a Dr Ali Al-Huwail could vouch for 92 deaths.[50]
Iraq denied the allegations. On October 16, Iraqi information minister, Latif Nassif al-Jassem, told the Iraqi News
Agency that "now you [Bush] are using what he [Sheikh Jaber] told you to make Congress ratify the budget which is
in the red because of your policies" adding that "you, as the president of a superpower, have to weigh words
carefully and not act as a clown who repeats what he is told."[51]
In a visit to Kuwait on October 21, 1990, journalists who were escorted by Iraqi information ministry officials,
doctors at a Kuwaiti maternity facility denied the incubator allegations.[52] In the visit, the Iraqi head of the Kuwaiti
health department, Abdul-Rahman Mohammad al-Ugeily, said that "Baghdad had sent 1,000 doctors and other
medical to staff to help run Kuwait's 14 hospitals and health centres following the invasion."[52]
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Revelation
A little reportorial investigation would have done a great service to the democratic process.
[53]

—John MacArthur

On March 15, 1991, shortly after Kuwait was liberated, John Martin, an ABC reporter, reported that "patients,
including premature babies, did die, when many of Kuwait's nurses and doctors stopped working or fled the country"
and discovered that Iraqi troops "almost certainly had not stolen hospital incubators and left hundreds of Kuwaiti
babies to die."[54][55]
On January 6, 1992, The New York Times published an op-ed piece by John MacArthur entitled "Remember Nayirah,
Witness for Kuwait?"[53] MacArthur discovered that Nayirah was the daughter of the Kuwaiti Ambassador to the
U.S., Saud Nasir al-Sabah.[53] MacArthur noted that "the incubator story seriously distorted the American debate
about whether to support military action" and questioned whether "their [Representatives Lantos and Porter] special
relationship with Hill and Knowlton should prompt a Congressional investigation to find out if their actions merely
constituted an obvious conflict of interest or, worse, if they knew who the tearful Nayirah really was in October
1990."[53] The story earned MacArthur the Monthly Journalism Award from The Washington Monthly in April 1992,
and the Mencken Award in 1993.[41][56]

Subsequent response
Hill and Knowlton
We disseminated information in a void as a basis for Americans to form opinions.
[57][58]

—Frank Mankiewicz, Vice Chairman, Hill & Knowlton

On January 15, 1992, the CEO of Hill & Knowlton, Thomas E. Eidson, responded to the concerns raised by
MacArthur in a letter to the editor to The New York Times.[59] Eidson stated that "at no time has this firm
collaborated with anyone to produce knowingly deceptive testimony" asserting that the firm "had no reason to
question her veracity when she testified following her escape from Kuwait."[59] The letter explained that Nayirah's
charge that Iraqi soldiers removed newborn babies from incubators was corroborated by Dr. Ibraheem Behbehani,
head of the Red Crescent, before the United Nations Security Council and that the media was not permitted back
inside Kuwait "until after the liberation, there was no way to check immediately on the stories of refugees."[59]
Eidson concluded that "Nayirah's credibility should no more be questioned than if she had been a doctor or teacher"
and the company's work with the Kuwaitis was consistent with firm's standards stating that "the public interest was
fairly served."[59]
In August 1992, Howard Paster replaced Robert K. Gray as the general manager of the Washington office in order to
clean up the firm's image.[60][61]
Critics contended that the Hill & Knowlton had concocted a fake popular movement, Citizens for a Free Kuwait, and
subsequently used questionable evidence and suspect witnesses to influence public opinion and policy in the United
States and the UN.[58][62][63]
Hill & Knowlton's actions taken on behalf of Citizens for a Free Kuwait, together with those of other major clients
including Bank of Credit and Commerce International, the Church of Scientology, and an anti-abortion campaign by
Catholic bishops raised ethical concerns among public relations professionals.[64] The concerns, though not new,
were more vigorous than previous ones due to the prominence of the issues.[34]
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Tom Lantos response
Hold on to your hats. The grand campaign to rewrite the history of the Persian Gulf war is on.
-Tom Lantos response to MacArthur

[65]

In an interview, Lantos stated that he had concealed Nayirah's identity at the request of her father in order to protect
her family and friends.[49] Lantos denied any allegations of wrongdoing arguing that "The media happened to focus
on her. If she hadn't testified, they would have focused on something else."[49] Lantos also stated that:
The notion that any of the witnesses brought to the caucus through the Kuwaiti Embassy would not be
credible did not cross my mind. I have no basis for assuming that her story is not true, but the point goes
beyond that. If one hypothesizes that the woman's story is fictitious from A to Z, that in no way
diminishes the avalanche of human rights violations.[49]
In a letter to the editor to the New York Times on Jan 27, 1992 entitled "Kuwaiti Gave Consistent Account of
Atrocities", Tom Lantos responded to MacArthur's allegations. He wrote that "Mr. MacArthur's deceptive article
serves only the cynics who seek to rewrite the history of the Persian Gulf war" noting "the article's sinister innuendo
suggests that the girl was not even in Kuwait at the time of the Iraqi invasion, and that the whole gruesome incident
was a diabolical plot by an American public relations firm." [65] Lantos wrote that "the fact that Nayirah was the
daughter of the Ambassador of Kuwait made her a more credible witness" and that her "her relationship to the
Ambassador and Government enhanced her credibility."[65] He also noted that "her account was consistent with the
information we received from other witnesses, with hundreds of other atrocity stories from Kuwait carried by media
around the globe, and consistent with reports by independent human rights organizations, such as Amnesty
International, who also testified at our hearing and subsequently published accounts similar to Nayirah's."[65] Lantos
concluded that "given the countless cases of verified Iraqi human rights violations", it was "unnecessary and
counterproductive to invent atrocities."[65]
Lantos also rejected the allegations of a special relationship between the caucus and Hill & Knowlton stating that
"caucus activities are held without regard to whether these countries are represented by any law firm or public
relations firm."[65]
In a subsequent letter to New York Times, MacArthur pointed out that the testimony had been retracted.[66]

Ambassador Sabah
The ambassador has stated that his daughter had witnessed the atrocities she described, and that her presence in
Kuwait could be verified by the United States Embassy in Kuwait.[49] He also stated "If I wanted to lie, or if we
wanted to lie, if we wanted to exaggerate, I wouldn't use my daughter to do so. I could easily buy other people to do
it."[67]

Investigations
Human Rights Watch
In 1992, the human rights organization Middle East Watch, a division of Human Rights Watch, published the results
of their investigation of the incubator story. Its director, Andrew Whitley, told the press, "While it is true that the
Iraqis targeted hospitals, there is no truth to the charge which was central to the war propaganda effort that they stole
incubators and callously removed babies allowing them to die on the floor. The stories were manufactured from
germs of truth by people outside the country who should have known better." One investigator, Aziz Abu-Hamad,
interviewed doctors in the hospital where Nayirah claimed she witnessed Iraqi soldiers pull 15 infants from
incubators and leave them to die. The Independent reported, "The doctors told him the maternity ward had 25 to 30
incubators. None was(were) taken by the Iraqis, and no babies were taken from them."[68]
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Amnesty International
Amnesty International initially supported the story, but later issued a retraction.[69][70] It stated that it "found no
reliable evidence that Iraqi forces had caused the deaths of babies by removing them or ordering their removal from
incubators."[71]

Kroll Report
Kuwaiti officials do not discuss the matter with the press.[41] In order to respond to these charges, the Kuwaiti
government hired Kroll Associates to undertake an independent investigation of the incubator story. The Kroll
investigation lasted nine weeks and conducted over 250 interviews. The interviews with Nayirah revealed that her
original testimony was wildly distorted at best; she told Kroll that she had actually only seen one baby outside its
incubator for "no more than a moment." She also told Kroll that she was never a volunteer at the hospital and had in
fact "only stopped by for a few minutes."[72]
Hill & Knowlton spokesman Tom Ross describes the report as a "vindication of Hill and Knowlton" and that "it
conclusively demonstrates that there were incubator atrocities and that Nayirah was a witness to them."[41]

Television
Both 20/20 and 60 minutes featured investigative pieces on the testimony.

Criticism
The campaign has been described by critics as corrupt, deceptive and unethical and charge that it was used to spread
false or exaggerated tales of Iraqi atrocities.[37][73][74]
Lantos was criticized for his withholding the information.[38]
The testimony has been regarded as false by the Chicago Tribune,[73] Huffington Post[75] and numerous other
publications.

Aftermath
In fact, nearly everyone involved in peddling the tale of the unplugged babies, from Amnesty International to Kuwaiti doctors, has sprinted
away from it.
[76]

—Newsday

Following the end of the war, Reuters reported that Iraq returned "98 truckloads of medical equipment stolen from
Kuwait, including two of the baby incubators". Abdul Rahim al-Zeid, an assistant under-secretary at the Kuwaiti
Public Health Ministry, said that by returning the incubators the Iraqis had unwittingly provided proof that they took
them. [77] Kuwait's chief ambulance officer, Abdul Reda Abbas, stated that "We think the Iraqis might have returned
the incubators by mistake."[77]
Following the revelation of Nayirah's identity, there was a public outrage that the information had been withheld.[78]
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Scholarly commentary
In the end, the question was not whether H&K effectively altered public opinion, but whether the combined efforts of America's own
government, foreign interests, and private PR and lobbying campaigns drowned out decent and rational, unemotional debate.
[79]

—The power house: Robert Keith Gray and the selling of access and influence in Washington

The content, presentation, distribution, effectiveness, and purpose of Nayirah's testimony have been the subject of
multiple public relations studies.
In his book, Strategic Maneuvering in Argumentative Discourse, Frans H. van Eemeren stating that "visual messages
which accompany verbal argumentation can be so drastic that rational argumentation becomes almost impossible"
described Nayirah's story as an argumentum ad misericordiam.[80] In the paper The Hill & Knowlton Cases: A Brief
on the Controversy by Susanne A. Roschwalb, the author noted that as H&K was a British firm, "what effect did
British concerns -such as the possible collapse of its financial institutions, if the Kuwaiti currency, the dinar, became
worthless -have on Hill & Knowlton’s efforts?"[81] Ted Rowse, in his article Kuwaitgate — killing of Kuwaiti babies
by Iraqi soldiers exaggerated in the The Washington Monthly noted that "Most reporters, having apparently been
burned by Hill & Knowlton's handiwork in spreading the original Nayirah story without checking it out, seem to
prefer to let the story fade away, passively falling, once again, for the company's public relations guile."[41] John R.
MacArthur, who authored Second Front: Censorship and Propaganda in the Gulf War has noted that "at the time, it
was the most sophisticated and expensive PR campaign ever run in the U.S. by a foreign government."[73]

In popular culture
The 2002 HBO movie Live From Baghdad included several scenes dealing with the incubator allegations, without
presenting the story as unquestioned truth. In that movie, several characters try to determine the accuracy or
inaccuracy of the story, but are unable to draw any conclusions. After the final credits, a note stated that the
incubator allegations were never substantiated.[82]
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Operation Mockingbird
Operation Mockingbird was a secret Central Intelligence Agency campaign to influence media beginning in the
1950s.
The operation was first called Mockingbird in Deborah Davis' 1979 book, Katharine the Great: Katharine Graham
and her Washington Post Empire. More evidence of Mockingbird's existence emerged in the 2007 memoir American
Spy: My Secret History in the CIA, Watergate, and Beyond, by convicted Watergate "plumber" E. Howard Hunt and
The Mighty Wurlitzer: How the CIA Played America by Hugh Wilford (2008).[1]

History
In 1948, Frank Wisner was appointed director of the Office of Special Projects (OSP). Soon afterwards OSP was
renamed the Office of Policy Coordination (OPC). This became the covert action branch of the Central Intelligence
Agency. Wisner was told to create an organization that concentrated on "propaganda, economic warfare; preventive
direct action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage, demolition and evacuation measures; subversion against hostile
states, including assistance to underground resistance groups, and support of indigenous anti-Communist elements in
threatened countries of the free world."[2]
Later that year Wisner established Mockingbird, a program to influence foreign media. Wisner recruited Philip
Graham from The Washington Post to run the project within the industry. According to Deborah Davis in Katharine
the Great; "By the early 1950s, Wisner 'owned' respected members of The New York Times, Newsweek, CBS and
other communications vehicles."[3]
In 1951, Allen W. Dulles persuaded Cord Meyer to join the CIA. However, there is evidence that he was recruited
several years earlier and had been spying on the liberal internationalist organizations he had been a member of in the
late 1940s.[4] According to Deborah Davis, Meyer became Mockingbird's "principal operative".[5]
In 1977, a People article by Alexander Butler alleged that one of the most important journalists under the control of
Operation Mockingbird was Joseph Alsop, whose foreign affairs articles appeared in over 300 different newspapers.
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Other journalists alleged by People Magazine to have been willing to promote the views of the CIA included Stewart
Alsop who headed the international bureau of the New York Herald Tribune, Ben Bradlee, the foreign affairs
correspondent for Newsweek, James Reston for the international section of the New York Times, Charles Douglas
Jackson, the foreign photo-journalist for Time Magazine, and international correspondents such as Walter Pincus of
the Washington Post, Charles Bartlett of the Chattanooga Times and William C. Baggs and Herb Gold of The Miami
News.[6] According to Nina Burleigh (A Very Private Woman), these journalists sometimes wrote articles that were
commissioned by Frank Wisner. The CIA also provided them with classified information to help them with their
work.[7]
Congressional hearings in 1976 proved the CIA had been paying off editors and reporters in most mainstream media
outlets.
After 1953, the network was overseen by Allen W. Dulles, director of the Central Intelligence Agency. By this time
Operation Mockingbird had a major influence over 25 newspapers and wire agencies. The usual methodology was
placing reports developed from intelligence provided by the CIA to witting or unwitting reporters. Those reports
would then be repeated or cited by the preceding reporters which in turn would then be cited throughout the media
wire services. These networks were run by people with well-known liberal but pro-American big business and
anti-Soviet views such as William Paley (CBS), Henry Luce (Time and Life Magazine), Arthur Hays Sulzberger
(New York Times), Alfred Friendly (managing editor of the Washington Post), Jerry O'Leary (Washington Star), Hal
Hendrix (Miami News), Barry Bingham, Sr. (Louisville Courier-Journal), James Copley (Copley News Services)
and Joseph Harrison (Christian Science Monitor).[6]
The Office of Policy Coordination (OPC) was funded by siphoning of funds intended for the Marshall Plan. Some of
this money was used to bribe journalists and publishers. Frank Wisner was constantly looking for ways to help
convince the public of the dangers of Soviet communism. In 1954, Wisner arranged for the funding of the
Hollywood production of Animal Farm, the animated allegory based on the book written by George Orwell.[8]
According to Alex Constantine (Mockingbird: The Subversion Of The Free Press By The CIA), in the 1950s, "some
3,000 salaried and contract CIA employees were eventually engaged in propaganda efforts". Wisner was also able to
restrict newspapers from reporting about certain events. For example, the CIA plots to overthrow the governments of
Iran (see: Operation Ajax) and Guatemala (see: Operation PBSUCCESS).[9]
Thomas Braden, head of the International Organizations Division (IOD), played an important role in Operation
Mockingbird. Many years later he revealed his role in these events:
"If the director of CIA wanted to extend a present, say, to someone in Europe—a Labour leader—suppose he
just thought, This man can use fifty thousand dollars, he's working well and doing a good job - he could hand
it to him and never have to account to anybody... There was simply no limit to the money it could spend and
no limit to the people it could hire and no limit to the activities it could decide were necessary to conduct the
war—the secret war.... It was a multinational. Maybe it was one of the first. Journalists were a target, labor
unions a particular target—that was one of the activities in which the communists spent the most money."[10]

Part of the Directorate for Plans
In August 1952, the Office of Policy Coordination which dealt with covert-action such as paramilitary or
psychological influence operations, and the Office of Special Operations which dealt with espionage and
counter-espionage were merged under the Deputy Director for Plans (DDP), Allen W. Dulles. When Dulles became
head of the CIA in 1953, Frank Wisner became head of this new organization and Richard Helms became his chief
of operations. Mockingbird was now the responsibility of the DDP.[11]
J. Edgar Hoover became jealous of the CIA's growing power. Institutionally, the organizations were also very
different with the CIA holding a more politically diverse albeit Machiavellian group in contrast to the more
bureaucratically hide-bound and conservative FBI. This was reflected in Hoover's description of the OPC as
"Wisner's gang of weirdos". Hoover subsequently began carrying out investigations into their past. It did not take
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him long to discover that some of them had been active in left-wing politics in the 1930s. This information was
passed to Joseph McCarthy who started making attacks on members of the OPC. Hoover also gave McCarthy details
of an affair that Frank Wisner had with Princess Caradja in Romania during the war. Hoover claimed that Caradja
was a Soviet agent.[12]
Joseph McCarthy also began accusing other senior members of the CIA as being security risks. McCarthy claimed
that the CIA was a "sinkhole of communists", and claimed he intended to root out a hundred of them. One of his first
targets was Cord Meyer, who was still working for Operation Mockingbird. In August 1953, Richard Helms,
Wisner's deputy at the OPC, told Meyer that Joseph McCarthy had accused him of being a communist. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation added credibility to the accusation by announcing it was unwilling to give Meyer "security
clearance". However, the FBI refused to explain what evidence they had against Meyer. Allen W. Dulles and Frank
Wisner both came to his defense and refused to permit an FBI interrogation of Meyer.[13]
Joseph McCarthy did not realize what he was taking on. Contrary to statutory and legal limitations, once the network
in authority in the CIA saw its interests threatened, Wisner was directed to unleash Mockingbird on McCarthy. Drew
Pearson, Joe Alsop, Jack Anderson, Walter Lippmann and Ed Murrow all engaged in intensely negative coverage of
McCarthy, whose political reputation was permanently damaged by the press coverage orchestrated by Wisner.[14]

Guatemala
Mockingbird was very active during the overthrow of President Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán in Guatemala during
Operation PBSUCCESS. Allen W. Dulles was even able to keep uncontrolled and especially Soviet sympathetic
left-wing journalists from travelling to Guatemala, including Sydney Gruson of the New York Times.[15] As the CIA's
wealth and power increased, its aggressive focus toward the Soviet Union soon began not only heating up the Cold
War but also in disrupting relations with America's European allies which saw rising third-world liberationist
movements as the ultimate threat to Western Civilization.
Consequently, even in the wake of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles' 1952 presidential campaign pledge to "roll
back the Iron Curtain", American covert action operations came under scrutiny almost as soon as Dwight
Eisenhower was inaugurated in 1953. He soon set up an evaluation operation called Solarium, which had three
committees playing analytical games to see which plans of action should be continued. In 1955, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower established the 5412 Committee in order to keep more of a check on the CIA's covert activities. The
committee (also called the Special Group) included the CIA director, the national security adviser, and the deputy
secretaries at State and Defence and had the responsibility to decide whether covert actions were "proper" and in the
national interest. It was also decided to include Richard B. Russell, chairman of the U.S. Senate Armed Services
Committee. However, as Allen W. Dulles was later to admit, because of "plausible deniability" planned covert
actions were not referred to the 5412 Committee.
Ultimately, Eisenhower became concerned that CIA covert activities were being poorly coordinated with American
foreign policy and maybe even being worked primarily for senior corporate interests centered on upper-class families
of the North-Eastern Establishment, and in 1956 appointed David K. E. Bruce as a member of the President's Board
of Consultants on Foreign Intelligence Activities (PBCFIA). Eisenhower asked Bruce to write a report on the CIA. It
was presented to Eisenhower on 20 December 1956. Bruce argued that the CIA's covert actions were "responsible in
great measure for stirring up the turmoil and raising the doubts about us that exists in many countries in the world
today." Bruce was also highly critical of Mockingbird. He argued: "what right have we to go barging around in other
countries buying newspapers and handing money to opposition parties or supporting a candidate for this, that, or the
other office."[16]
After Richard M. Bissell, Jr. lost his post as Deputy Director for Plans in 1962, Tracy Barnes took over the running
of Mockingbird. According to Evan Thomas (The Very Best Men) Barnes planted editorials about political
candidates who were regarded as pro-CIA.
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First exposure
In 1964, Random House published Invisible Government by David Wise and Thomas Ross. The book exposed the
role the CIA was playing in foreign policy. This included the CIA coups in Guatemala (Operation PBSUCCESS)
and Iran (Operation Ajax) and the Bay of Pigs Invasion. It also revealed the CIA's attempts to overthrow President
Sukarno in Indonesia and the covert operations taking place in Laos and Vietnam. The CIA considered buying up the
entire printing of Invisible Government but this idea was rejected when Random House pointed out that if this
happened they would have to print a second edition.[2]
John McCone, the new director of the CIA, also attempted to stop Edward Yates from making a documentary on the
CIA for the National Broadcasting Company (NBC). This attempt at censorship failed and NBC went ahead and
broadcast this critical documentary.
In June 1965, Desmond FitzGerald was appointed as head of the Directorate for Plans. He now took charge of
Mockingbird. At the end of 1966 FitzGerald found out that Ramparts, another CIA backed left-wing publication, had
discovered that the CIA had been secretly funding the National Student Association and was considering
publishing.[17] When the magazine stated it had lost control of the information, and would likely be forced to
publicize, FitzGerald ordered a plan to either nuetralize the campaign and/or wind-down Mockingbird. Accordingly,
he appointed Edgar Applewhite to organize a campaign against the magazine. Applewhite later told Evan Thomas
for his book, The Very Best Men: "I had all sorts of dirty tricks to hurt their circulation and financing. The people
running Ramparts were vulnerable to blackmail. We had awful things in mind, some of which we carried off."[18]
Nonetheless, this dirty tricks campaign failed to neutralize Ramparts publishing this story in March 1967. The
article, written by Sol Stern, was entitled NSA and the CIA. As well as reporting CIA funding of the National Student
Association it exposed the whole system of anti-Communist front organizations in Europe, Asia, and South America.
It named Cord Meyer as a key figure in this campaign. This included the funding of the literary journal
Encounter.[10] However, the campaign by Applewhite managed to steer many of the citations away from leftist
organizations and toward most of the few conservative organizations backed by the CIA. Those organizations which
were exposed, were unsurprisingly ones which could not be linked to Ramparts, itself a CIA proprietary
organization.
In May 1967, Thomas Braden responded to this by publishing an article entitled, "I'm Glad the CIA is 'Immoral'", in
the Saturday Evening Post, where he defended the activities of the International Organizations Division unit of the
CIA. Braden also confessed that the activities of the CIA had to be kept secret from Congress. As he pointed out in
the article: "In the early 1950s, when the Cold War was really hot, the idea that Congress would have approved many
of our projects was about as likely as the John Birch Society's approving Medicare."[19]
Meyer's role in Operation Mockingbird was further exposed in 1972 when he was accused of interfering with the
publication of a book, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia by Alfred W. McCoy. The book was highly critical of
the CIA's dealings with the drug traffic in Southeast Asia, especially in its critique toward how the agency subverted
French control of the opium trade. The publisher, who leaked the story, had been a former colleague of Meyer's
when he was a liberal activist after the war.[20]
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Church Committee investigations
Further details of Operation Mockingbird were revealed as a result of the Frank Church investigations (Select
Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities) in 1975. According to the
Congress report published in 1976:
"The CIA currently maintains a network of several hundred foreign individuals around the world who provide
intelligence for the CIA and at times attempt to influence opinion through the use of covert propaganda. These
individuals provide the CIA with direct access to a large number of newspapers and periodicals, scores of
press services and news agencies, radio and television stations, commercial book publishers, and other foreign
media outlets."
Church argued that misinforming the world cost American taxpayers an estimated $265 million a year.[21]
In February 1976, George H. W. Bush, the recently appointed Director of the CIA, announced a new policy:
"Effective immediately, the CIA will not enter into any paid or contract relationship with any full-time or part-time
news correspondent accredited by any U.S. news service, newspaper, periodical, radio or television network or
station." However, he added that the CIA would continue to "welcome" the voluntary, unpaid cooperation of
journalists.[22]

"Family Jewels" Report
According to the "Family Jewels" report, released by the National Security Archive on June 26, 2007, during the
period from March 12, 1963 and June 15, 1963, the CIA installed telephone taps on two Washington-based news
reporters.

Further reading
• Katharine the Great: Katharine Graham and the Washington Post by Deborah Davis, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1979. This book makes many claims about Katharine Graham, then owner of the Washington Post,
and her cooperation with Operation Mockingbird.
• Wilford, Hugh (2008). The Mighty Wurlitzer: How the CIA Played America. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press. ISBN 978-0-674-02681-0.
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Central Security Service
The Central Security Service (CSS) is an agency of the United
States Department of Defense, established in 1972 by a
Presidential Directive to promote full partnership between the
National Security Agency (NSA) and the Service Cryptologic
Elements (SCE) of the United States Armed Forces in the field of
signals intelligence.[1]

Emblem
The blue background of the CSS emblem represents "fidelity" and
"steadfastness", with the symbols for the cryptologic service
elements provided shown clockwise from top right as follows:
Army Intelligence and Security Command, United States Marine
Corps, Naval Security Group, United States Coast Guard and Air
Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency with
the symbol of the NSA/CSS in the center.[1]

CSS emblem

Tasks
According to James Bamford, NSA/CSS was initially conceived as a separate "fourth service" beside the three U.S.
armed services. The latter three resisted this idea, and therefore the CSS was founded as an inter-service
organization. The day-to-day work of the CSS is to capture enemy signals (radar, telemetry, radio/satellite
communications) using the means of the involved service. For example, the navy has special submarines for tapping
undersea cables; the air force operates aircraft with sophisticated antennas and processing gear to listen to enemy
radar and radio; and on the ground, the army operates similar eavesdropping equipment.[2]

Central Security Service

Special Collections Service
The Special Collections Service (SCS) is a group within the Central Security Service that is not officially
recognized. Its purpose is to put sophisticated eavesdropping equipment- from bugs to parabolic antennas- in
difficult-to-reach places. It also attempts to target for recruitment key foreign communications personnel such as
database managers, systems administrators, and IT specialists.[3]
The Central Security Service was established by Presidential Directive in 1972 to promote full partnership between
the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Service Cryptologic Elements (SCE) of the United States Armed
Forces. The SCS facility is located in Beltsville, Maryland.[4]
The specialized intelligence gathering capabilities of the Special Collections Service include:
• Clandestine operations involving surveillance and penetration of target facilities, including "black bag" style
operations.
• Cryptographic side channel and key recovery attacks involving EMSEC and COMSEC specialties.
• Covert communication capture and relay of target information.
• Operation of unmanned aerial vehicles for surveillance and perimeter penetration.
The combination of Central Intelligence Agency and National Security Agency resources are used to cover the
requisite speciality skills tasked of this agency into a single clandestine intelligence organization that falls under
director of NSA and secretary of defense oversight. Given the nature of post 9/11 counter terrorism strategies
employed by the United States of America the operations of the Special Collections Service have experienced
significant growth in scale and complexity.
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Project MKUltra
Project MKUltra is the code name for a covert research operation
experimenting in the behavioral engineering of humans (mind control)
through the CIA's Scientific Intelligence Division. The program began
in the early 1950s, was officially sanctioned in 1953, was reduced in
scope in 1964, further curtailed in 1967 and "officially halted" in
1973.[1] The program engaged in many illegal activities;[2][3][4][5] in
particular it used unwitting U.S. and Canadian citizens as its test
subjects, which led to controversy regarding its legitimacy.[6][7][8][9]
MKUltra involved the use of many methodologies to manipulate
people's individual mental states and alter brain functions, including
the surreptitious administration of drugs (especially LSD) and other
chemicals, hypnosis, sensory deprivation, isolation, verbal and sexual
abuse, as well as various forms of torture.[10]
The scope of Project MKUltra was broad, with research undertaken at
80 institutions, including 44 colleges and universities, as well as
Declassified MKUltra documents
hospitals, prisons and pharmaceutical companies.[11] The CIA operated
through these institutions using front organizations, although sometimes top officials at these institutions were aware
of the CIA's involvement.[12] MKUltra was allocated 6 percent of total CIA funds.[13]
Project MKUltra was first brought to public attention in 1975 by the Church Committee of the U.S. Congress, and a
Gerald Ford commission to investigate CIA activities within the United States. Investigative efforts were hampered
by the fact that CIA Director Richard Helms ordered all MKUltra files destroyed in 1973; the Church Committee
and Rockefeller Commission investigations relied on the sworn testimony of direct participants and on the relatively
small number of documents that survived Helms' destruction order.[14]
In 1977, a Freedom of Information Act request uncovered a cache of 20,000 documents relating to project MKUltra,
which led to Senate hearings later that same year.[7] In July 2001 some surviving information regarding MKUltra
was officially declassified.
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Background
Precursor experiments
A precursor of the MKUltra program began in 1945 when the Joint
Intelligence Objectives Agency was established and given direct
responsibility for Operation Paperclip. The program recruited former
Nazi scientists, some of whom studied torture and brainwashing, and
several who had been identified and prosecuted as war criminals
during the Nuremberg Trials.[15][16]
Several secret U.S. government projects grew out of Operation
Paperclip. These projects included Project CHATTER (established
1947), and Project BLUEBIRD (established 1950), which was
renamed Project ARTICHOKE in 1951. Their purpose was to study
mind control, interrogation, behavior modification and related topics.

MKUltra
The project's intentionally oblique CIA cryptonym is made up of the
Dr. Sidney Gottlieb approved of an MKUltra
digraph MK, meaning that the project was sponsored by the agency's
subproject on LSD in this June 9, 1953 letter.
Technical Services Staff, followed by the word Ultra (which had
previously been used to designate the most secret classification of World War II intelligence). Other related
cryptonyms include Project MKNAOMI and Project MKDELTA.
Headed by Sidney Gottlieb, the MKUltra project was started on the order of CIA director Allen Welsh Dulles on
April 13, 1953.[17] Its remit was to develop mind-controlling drugs for use against the Soviet bloc, largely in
response to alleged Soviet, Chinese, and North Korean use of mind control techniques on U.S. prisoners of war in
Korea.[18] The CIA wanted to use similar methods on their own captives. The CIA was also interested in being able
to manipulate foreign leaders with such techniques,[19] and would later invent several schemes to drug Fidel Castro.
Experiments were often conducted without the subjects' knowledge or consent.[20] In some cases, academic
researchers being funded through grants from CIA front organizations were unaware that their work was being used
for these purposes.[21]
In 1964, the project was renamed MKSEARCH. The project attempted to produce a perfect truth drug for use in
interrogating suspected Soviet spies during the Cold War, and generally to explore any other possibilities of mind
control. Another MKUltra effort, Subproject 54, was the Navy's top secret "Perfect Concussion" program, which was
supposed to use sub-aural frequency blasts to erase memory, however the program was never carried out.[22]
Because most MKUltra records were deliberately destroyed in 1973 by order of then CIA director Richard Helms, it
has been difficult, if not impossible, for investigators to gain a complete understanding of the more than 150
individually funded research sub-projects sponsored by MKUltra and related CIA programs.[23] A member of the
CIA claims that not all of the records/chemicals were destroyed. Some were smuggled out and kept in private
properties and organizations.[24]
The project began during a period of what Rupert Cornwell described as "paranoia" at the CIA, when America had
lost its nuclear monopoly, and fear of Communism was at its height.[25] James Jesus Angleton, head of CIA
counter-intelligence, believed that the organization had been penetrated by a mole at the highest levels.[25]
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Goals
The Agency poured millions of dollars into studies examining methods of influencing and controlling the mind, and
of enhancing their ability to extract information from resistant subjects during interrogation.[26][27]
Some historians have asserted that creating a "Manchurian Candidate" subject through "mind control" techniques
was a goal of MKUltra and related CIA projects.[28] Alfred McCoy has claimed that the CIA attempted to focus
media attention on these sorts of "ridiculous" programs, so that the public would not look at the primary goal of the
research, which was developing effective methods of torture and interrogation. Such authors cite as one example that
the CIA's KUBARK interrogation manual refers to "studies at McGill University", and that most of the techniques
recommended in KUBARK are exactly those that researcher Donald Ewen Cameron used on his test subjects
(sensory deprivation, drugs, isolation, etc.).[26]
One 1955 MKUltra document gives an indication of the size and range of the effort; this document refers to the
study of an assortment of mind-altering substances described as follows:[29]
1. Substances which will promote illogical thinking and impulsiveness to the point where the recipient would be
discredited in public.
2. Substances which increase the efficiency of mentation and perception.
3. Materials which will cause the victim to age faster/slower in maturity.
4. Materials which will promote the intoxicating effect of alcohol.
5. Materials which will produce the signs and symptoms of recognized diseases in a reversible way so that they
may be used for malingering, etc.
6. Materials will cause temporary/permanent brain damage and loss of memory.
7. Substances which will enhance the ability of individuals to withstand privation, torture and coercion during
interrogation and so-called "brain-washing".
8. Materials and physical methods which will produce amnesia for events preceding and during their use.
9. Physical methods of producing shock and confusion over extended periods of time and capable of surreptitious
use.
10. Substances which produce physical disablement such as paralysis of the legs, acute anemia, etc.
11. Substances which will produce a chemical that can cause blisters.
12. Substances which alter personality structure in such a way that the tendency of the recipient to become
dependent upon another person is enhanced.
13. A material which will cause mental confusion of such a type that the individual under its influence will find it
difficult to maintain a fabrication under questioning.
14. Substances which will lower the ambition and general working efficiency of men when administered in
undetectable amounts.
15. Substances which promote weakness or distortion of the eyesight or hearing faculties, preferably without
permanent effects.
16. A knockout pill which can surreptitiously be administered in drinks, food, cigarettes, as an aerosol, etc.,
which will be safe to use, provide a maximum of amnesia, and be suitable for use by agent types on an ad hoc
basis.
17. A material which can be surreptitiously administered by the above routes and which in very small amounts
will make it impossible for a person to perform physical activity.
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Experiments
CIA documents suggest that "chemical, biological and radiological" means were investigated for the purpose of mind
control as part of MKUltra.[30] A secretive arrangement granted the MKUltra program a percentage of the CIA
budget. The MKUltra director was granted six percent of the CIA operating budget in 1953, without oversight or
accounting.[31] An estimated $10 million USD ($80 million adjusted for inflation) or more was spent.[32]

Drugs
LSD
Early CIA efforts focused on LSD, which later came to dominate many
of MKUltra's programs. Technical Services Staff officials understood
that LSD distorted a person's sense of reality, and they felt compelled
to learn whether it could alter someone's basic loyalties.[33] The CIA
wanted to know if they could make Russian spies defect against their
will and whether the Russians could do the same to their own
operatives.[33]
Once Project MKUltra officially got underway in April, 1953,
experiments included administering LSD to mental patients, prisoners,
drug addicts and prostitutes, "people who could not fight back", as one
agency officer put it.[34] In one case LSD was administered to a mental
patient in Kentucky for 174 days.[34] LSD was also administered to
CIA employees, military personnel, doctors, other government agents,
and members of the general public in order to study their reactions.
1953 experiment record
LSD and other drugs were usually administered without the subject's
knowledge or informed consent, a violation of the Nuremberg Code
that the U.S. agreed to follow after World War II. The aim of this was to find drugs which would irresistibly bring
out deep confessions or wipe a subject's mind clean and program him or her as "a robot agent".[35]
In Operation Midnight Climax, the CIA set up several brothels in San Francisco, California to obtain a selection of
men who would be too embarrassed to talk about the events. The men were dosed with LSD, the brothels were
equipped with one-way mirrors, and the sessions were filmed for later viewing and study.[36] In other experiments
where people were given LSD without their knowledge, they were interrogated under bright lights with doctors in
the background taking notes. The subjects were told that their "trips" would be extended indefinitely if they refused
to reveal their secrets. The people being interrogated this way were CIA employees, U. S. military personnel, and
agents suspected of working for the other side in the Cold War. Long-term debilitation and several deaths resulted
from this.[35] Heroin addicts were bribed into taking LSD with offers of more heroin.[12]
The office of Security used LSD in interrogations but Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, the chemist who directed MKUltra, had
other ideas: he thought it could be used in covert operations. Since its effects were temporary, he believed it could be
given to high officials and in this way affect the course of important meetings, speeches etc. Since he realized there
was a difference in testing the drug in a laboratory and using it in clandestine operations, he initiated a series of
experiments where LSD was given to people in "normal" settings without warning. At first, everyone in Technical
Services tried it; a typical experiment involved two people in a room where they observed each other for hours and
took notes. As the experimentation progressed, a point was reached where outsiders were drugged with no
explanation whatsoever and surprise acid trips became something of an occupational hazard among CIA operatives.
Adverse reactions often occurred, for example an operative who had received the drug in his morning coffee, became
psychotic and ran across Washington, seeing a monster in every car that passed him. Incidents like that reaffirmed
that LSD is a dangerous weapon but that only made them more enthusiastic. The experiments continued even after
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Dr. Frank Olson, an army scientist who had not taken LSD before, went into deep depression after a surprise trip and
later fell from a thirteenth story window (it is unclear whether he committed suicide or was murdered before being
thrown out of the window).[37]
Some subjects' participation was consensual, and in these cases they appeared to be singled out for even more
extreme experiments. In one case, seven volunteers in Kentucky were given LSD for 77 consecutive days.[38]
LSD was eventually dismissed by MKUltra's researchers as too unpredictable in its results.[39] They had given up on
the notion that LSD was "the secret that was going to unlock the universe" but it still had a place in the
cloak-and-dagger arsenal. However, by 1962, the CIA and the army had developed a series of superhallucinogens
such as the highly touted BZ, which was thought to hold greater promise as a mind control weapon. This resulted in
the withdrawal of support for many academics and private researchers and LSD research became less of a priority
altogether.[37]
Other drugs
Another technique investigated was connecting a barbiturate IV into one arm and an amphetamine IV into the
other.[40] The barbiturates were released into the person first, and as soon as the person began to fall asleep, the
amphetamines were released. The person would then begin babbling incoherently, and it was sometimes possible to
ask questions and get useful answers.
Other experiments involved drugs such as temazepam (used under code name MKSEARCH), heroin, morphine,
MDMA, mescaline, psilocybin, scopolamine, marijuana, alcohol, sodium pentothal, and ergine (in Subproject
22).[41]

Hypnosis
Declassified MKUltra documents indicate hypnosis was studied in the early 1950s. Experimental goals included: the
creation of "hypnotically induced anxieties," "hypnotically increasing ability to learn and recall complex written
matter," studying hypnosis and polygraph examinations, "hypnotically increasing ability to observe and recall
complex arrangements of physical objects," and studying "relationship of personality to susceptibility to
hypnosis."[42] Experiments were conducted with drug induced hypnosis and with anterograde and retrograde
amnesia while under the influence of such drugs.

Canadian experiments
The experiments were exported to Canada when the CIA recruited Scottish
psychiatrist Donald Ewen Cameron, creator of the "psychic driving" concept,
which the CIA found particularly interesting. Cameron had been hoping to
correct schizophrenia by erasing existing memories and reprogramming the
psyche. He commuted from Albany, New York to Montreal every week to work
at the Allan Memorial Institute of McGill University and was paid $69,000 from
1957 to 1964 to carry out MKUltra experiments there. In addition to LSD,
Cameron also experimented with various paralytic drugs as well as
electroconvulsive therapy at thirty to forty times the normal power. His "driving"
experiments consisted of putting subjects into drug-induced coma for weeks at a
time (up to three months in one case) while playing tape loops of noise or simple
repetitive statements. His experiments were typically carried out on patients who
had entered the institute for minor problems such as anxiety disorders and
postpartum depression, many of whom suffered permanently from his actions.[43]

Donald Ewen Cameron c.1967
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His treatments resulted in victims' incontinence, amnesia, forgetting how to talk, forgetting their parents, and
thinking their interrogators were their parents.[44] His work was inspired and paralleled by the British psychiatrist
William Sargant at St Thomas' Hospital, London, and Belmont Hospital, Surrey, who was also involved in the
Intelligence Services and who experimented extensively on his patients without their consent, causing similar
long-term damage.[45]
It was during this era that Cameron became known worldwide as the first chairman of the World Psychiatric
Association as well as president of the American and Canadian psychiatric associations. Cameron had also been a
member of the Nuremberg medical tribunal in 1946–47.[46]
Naomi Klein argues in her book The Shock Doctrine that Cameron's research and his contribution to the MKUltra
project was actually not about mind control and brainwashing, but about designing "a scientifically based system for
extracting information from 'resistant sources.' In other words, torture." Citing Alfred W. McCoy, Klein further
writes that "Stripped of its bizarre excesses, Dr. Cameron's experiments, building upon Donald O. Hebb's earlier
breakthrough, laid the scientific foundation for the CIA's two-stage psychological torture method."[47]

Revelation
In 1973, with the government-wide panic caused by Watergate, the CIA Director
Richard Helms ordered all MKUltra files destroyed.[48] Pursuant to this order,
most CIA documents regarding the project were destroyed, making a full
investigation of MKUltra impossible. A cache of some 20,000 documents
survived Helms' purge, as they had been incorrectly stored in a financial record
building and were discovered following a FOIA request in 1977. These
documents were fully investigated during the Senate Hearings of 1977.[7]
In December 1974, The New York Times alleged that the CIA had conducted
illegal domestic activities, including experiments on U.S. citizens, during the
1960s. That report prompted investigations by the U.S. Congress, in the form of
the Church Committee, and by a presidential commission known as the
Rockefeller Commission that looked into domestic activities of the CIA, the FBI,
and intelligence-related agencies of the military.

Frank Church headed the Church
Committee, an investigation into the
practices of the US intelligence
agencies.

In the summer of 1975, congressional Church Committee reports and the
presidential Rockefeller Commission report revealed to the public for the first
time that the CIA and the Department of Defense had conducted experiments on both unwitting and cognizant
human subjects as part of an extensive program to influence and control human behavior through the use of
psychoactive drugs such as LSD and mescaline and other chemical, biological, and psychological means. They also
revealed that at least one subject had died after administration of LSD. Much of what the Church Committee and the
Rockefeller Commission learned about MKUltra was contained in a report, prepared by the Inspector General's
office in 1963, that had survived the destruction of records ordered in 1973.[49] However, it contained little detail.
Sidney Gottlieb, who had retired from the CIA two years previously, was interviewed by the committee but claimed
to have very little recollection of the activities of MKUltra.[11]
The congressional committee investigating the CIA research, chaired by Senator Frank Church, concluded that
"[p]rior consent was obviously not obtained from any of the subjects". The committee noted that the "experiments
sponsored by these researchers ... call into question the decision by the agencies not to fix guidelines for
experiments."
Following the recommendations of the Church Committee, President Gerald Ford in 1976 issued the first Executive
Order on Intelligence Activities which, among other things, prohibited "experimentation with drugs on human
subjects, except with the informed consent, in writing and witnessed by a disinterested party, of each such human
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subject" and in accordance with the guidelines issued by the National Commission. Subsequent orders by Presidents
Carter and Reagan expanded the directive to apply to any human experimentation.
In 1977, during a hearing held by the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence, to look further into MKUltra, Admiral Stansfield Turner,
then Director of Central Intelligence, revealed that the CIA had found a
set of records, consisting of about 20,000 pages, that had survived the
1973 destruction orders because they had been stored at a records
center not usually used for such documents.[49] These files dealt with
the financing of MKUltra projects and contained few project details,
however much more was learned from them than from the Inspector
General's 1963 report.
On the Senate floor in 1977, Senator Ted Kennedy said:
The Deputy Director of the CIA revealed that over thirty
universities and institutions were involved in an "extensive
testing and experimentation" program which included
covert drug tests on unwitting citizens "at all social levels,
1977 United States Senate report on MKUltra
high and low, native Americans and foreign." Several of
these tests involved the administration of LSD to
"unwitting subjects in social situations." At least one death, that of Dr. Olson, resulted from these
activities. The Agency itself acknowledged that these tests made little scientific sense. The agents doing
the monitoring were not qualified scientific observers.[50]
In Canada, the issue took much longer to surface, becoming widely known in 1984 on a CBC news show, The Fifth
Estate. It was learned that not only had the CIA funded Dr. Cameron's efforts, but perhaps even more shockingly, the
Canadian government was fully aware of this, and had later provided another $500,000 in funding to continue the
experiments. This revelation largely derailed efforts by the victims to sue the CIA as their U.S. counterparts had, and
the Canadian government eventually settled out of court for $100,000 to each of the 127 victims. None of Dr.
Cameron's personal records of his involvement with MKUltra survive, since his family destroyed them after his
death from a heart attack while mountain climbing in 1967.[51]

1984 U.S. General Accounting Office report
The U.S. General Accounting Office issued a report on September 28, 1984, which stated that between 1940 and
1974, DOD and other national security agencies studied thousands of human subjects in tests and experiments
involving hazardous substances.
The quote from the study:[52]
Working with the CIA, the Department of Defense gave hallucinogenic drugs to thousands of
"volunteer" soldiers in the 1950s and 1960s. In addition to LSD, the Army also tested quinuclidinyl
benzilate, a hallucinogen code-named BZ. (Note 37) Many of these tests were conducted under the
so-called MKUltra program, established to counter perceived Soviet and Chinese advances in
brainwashing techniques. Between 1953 and 1964, the program consisted of 149 projects involving drug
testing and other studies on unwitting human subjects
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Deaths
Given the CIA's purposeful destruction of most records, its failure to follow informed consent protocols with
thousands of participants, the uncontrolled nature of the experiments, and the lack of follow-up data, the full impact
of MKUltra experiments, including deaths, will never be known.[23][29][52][53]
Several known deaths have been associated with Project MKUltra, most notably that of Frank Olson. Olson, a
United States Army biochemist and biological weapons researcher, was given LSD without his knowledge or
consent in November, 1953, as part of a CIA experiment and died under suspicious circumstances a week later. A
CIA doctor assigned to monitor Olson claimed to have been asleep in another bed in a New York City hotel room
when Olson exited the window and fell thirteen stories to his death. In 1953, Olson's death was described as a suicide
that had occurred during a severe psychotic episode. The CIA's own internal investigation concluded that the head of
MK ULTRA, CIA chemist Sidney Gottlieb, had conducted the LSD experiment with Olson's prior knowledge,
although neither Olson nor the other men taking part in the experiment were informed as to the exact nature of the
drug until some 20 minutes after its ingestion. The report further suggested that Gottlieb was nonetheless due a
reprimand, as he had failed to take into account Olson's already-diagnosed suicidal tendencies, which might have
been exacerbated by the LSD.[54]
The Olson family disputes the official version of events. They maintain that Frank Olson was murdered because,
especially in the aftermath of his LSD experience, he had become a security risk who might divulge state secrets
associated with highly classified CIA programs, many of which he had direct personal knowledge.[55] A few days
before his death, Frank Olson quit his position as acting chief of the Special Operations Division at Detrick,
Maryland (later Fort Detrick) because of a severe moral crisis concerning the nature of his biological weapons
research. Among Olson's concerns were the development of assassination materials used by the CIA, the CIA's use
of biological warfare materials in covert operations, experimentation with biological weapons in populated areas,
collaboration with former Nazi scientists under Operation Paperclip, LSD mind-control research, the use of
biological weapons (including anthrax) during the Korean War, and the use of psychoactive drugs during "terminal"
interrogations under a program code-named Project ARTICHOKE.[56] Later forensic evidence conflicted with the
official version of events; when Olson's body was exhumed in 1994, cranial injuries indicated that Olson had been
knocked unconscious before he exited the window.[54] The medical examiner termed Olson's death a "homicide".[57]
In 1975, Olson's family received a $750,000 settlement from the U.S. government and formal apologies from
President Gerald Ford and CIA Director William Colby, though their apologies were limited to informed consent
issues concerning Olson's ingestion of LSD.[53][58] On 28 November 2012, the Olson family filed suit against the
U.S. federal government for the wrongful death of Frank Olson.[59]
In his 2009 book, A Terrible Mistake, researcher H. P. Albarelli Jr. concurs with the Olson family and concludes that
Frank Olson was murdered because a personal crisis of conscience made it likely he would divulge state secrets
concerning several CIA programs, chief among them Project ARTICHOKE and an MKDELTA project code-named
Project SPAN. Albarelli presents considerable evidence in support of his theory that Project SPAN involved the
contamination of food supplies and the aerosolized spraying of a potent LSD mixture in the village of
Pont-Saint-Esprit, France in August, 1951. The Pont-Saint-Esprit incident resulted in mass psychosis, 32
commitments to mental institutions, and at least seven deaths. In his work as acting chief of the Special Operations
Division, Olson was involved in the development of aerosolized delivery systems; he had been present at
Pont-Saint-Esprit in August, 1951; and several months before resigning his position he had witnessed a terminal
interrogation conducted in Germany under Project ARTICHOKE. Other researchers have reached conclusions
similar to Albarelli's, including John Grant Fuller, author of The Day of Saint Anthony's Fire, a landmark book that
originally cited ergot poisoning as responsible for the events at Pont-Saint-Esprit.[53][60]
On April 26, 1976, the Church Committee of the United States Senate issued a report, "Final Report of the Select
Committee to Study Governmental Operation with Respect to Intelligence Activities",[61] In Book I, Chapter XVII, p
389 this report states:
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LSD was one of the materials tested in the MKUltra program. The final phase of LSD testing involved
surreptitious administration to unwitting non-volunteer subjects in normal life settings by undercover officers
of the Bureau of Narcotics acting for the CIA.
A special procedure, designated MKDELTA, was established to govern the use of MKUltra materials abroad.
Such materials were used on a number of occasions. Because MKUltra records were destroyed, it is
impossible to reconstruct the operational use of MKUltra materials by the CIA overseas; it has been
determined that the use of these materials abroad began in 1953, and possibly as early as
1950.[62][63][64][65][66]
Drugs were used primarily as an aid to interrogations, but MKUltra/MKDelta materials were also used for
harassment, discrediting, or disabling purposes.[62][63][64][65][66]
Another known victim of Project MKUltra was Harold Blauer, a professional tennis player in New York City, who
died in January, 1953 as a result of a secret Army experiment involving MDA.[67]

Legal issues involving informed consent
The revelations about the CIA and the Army prompted a number of subjects or their survivors to file lawsuits against
the federal government for conducting experiments without informed consent. Although the government
aggressively, and sometimes successfully, sought to avoid legal liability, several plaintiffs did receive compensation
through court order, out-of-court settlement, or acts of Congress. Frank Olson's family received $750,000 by a
special act of Congress, and both President Ford and CIA director William Colby met with Olson's family to publicly
apologize.
Previously, the CIA and the Army had actively and successfully sought to withhold incriminating information, even
as they secretly provided compensation to the families. One subject of Army drug experimentation, James Stanley,
an Army sergeant, brought an important, albeit unsuccessful, suit. The government argued that Stanley was barred
from suing under a legal doctrine—known as the Feres doctrine, after a 1950 Supreme Court case, Feres v. United
States—that prohibits members of the Armed Forces from suing the government for any harms that were inflicted
"incident to service."
In 1987, the Supreme Court affirmed this defense in a 5–4 decision that dismissed Stanley's case: United States v.
Stanley.[68] The majority argued that "a test for liability that depends on the extent to which particular suits would
call into question military discipline and decision making would itself require judicial inquiry into, and hence
intrusion upon, military matters." In dissent, Justice William Brennan argued that the need to preserve military
discipline should not protect the government from liability and punishment for serious violations of constitutional
rights:
The medical trials at Nuremberg in 1947 deeply impressed upon the world that experimentation with
unknowing human subjects is morally and legally unacceptable. The United States Military Tribunal
established the Nuremberg Code as a standard against which to judge German scientists who
experimented with human subjects... . [I]n defiance of this principle, military intelligence officials ...
began surreptitiously testing chemical and biological materials, including LSD.
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, writing a separate dissent, stated:
No judicially crafted rule should insulate from liability the involuntary and unknowing human
experimentation alleged to have occurred in this case. Indeed, as Justice Brennan observes, the United
States played an instrumental role in the criminal prosecution of Nazi officials who experimented with
human subjects during the Second World War, and the standards that the Nuremberg Military Tribunals
developed to judge the behavior of the defendants stated that the 'voluntary consent of the human subject
is absolutely essential ... to satisfy moral, ethical, and legal concepts.' If this principle is violated, the
very least that society can do is to see that the victims are compensated, as best they can be, by the
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perpetrators.
This is the only Supreme Court case to address the application of the Nuremberg Code to experimentation sponsored
by the U.S. government. Although the suit was unsuccessful, dissenting opinions put the Army—and by association
the entire government—on notice that use of individuals without their consent is unacceptable. The limited
application of the Nuremberg Code in U.S. courts does not detract from the power of the principles it espouses,
especially in light of stories of failure to follow these principles that appeared in the media and professional literature
during the 1960s and 1970s and the policies eventually adopted in the mid-1970s.
In another law suit, Wayne Ritchie, a former United States Marshal, after hearing about the project's existence in
1990, alleged the CIA laced his food or drink with LSD at a 1957 Christmas party which resulted in his attempting to
commit a robbery at a bar and his subsequent arrest. While the government admitted it was, at that time, drugging
people without their consent, U.S. District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel found Ritchie could not prove he was one of the
victims of MKUltra or that LSD caused his robbery attempt and dismissed the case in 2007.[69]

Extent of participation
Forty-four American colleges or universities, 15 research foundations or chemical or pharmaceutical companies and
the like including Sandoz (now Novartis) and Eli Lilly and Company, 12 hospitals or clinics (in addition to those
associated with universities), and three prisons are known to have participated in MKUltra.[70][71]

Notable subjects
• A considerable amount of credible circumstantial evidence suggests
that Theodore Kaczynski, also known as the Unabomber,
participated in CIA-sponsored MKUltra experiments conducted at
Harvard University from the fall of 1959 through the spring of
1962.[72] During World War II, Henry Murray, the lead researcher
in the Harvard experiments, served with the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS), which was a forerunner of the CIA. Murray applied
for a grant funded by the United States Navy, and his Harvard stress
experiments strongly resembled those run by the OSS.[72]
Beginning at the age of sixteen, Kaczynski participated along with
twenty-one other undergraduate students in the Harvard
experiments, which have been described as "disturbing" and
"ethically indefensible."[72][73]

The author Ken Kesey was a willing participant
in the LSD experiments.

• Merry Prankster Ken Kesey, author of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, volunteered for MKUltra experiments
involving LSD and other psychedelic drugs at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Menlo Park while he was a
student at nearby Stanford University. Kesey's experiences while under the influence of LSD inspired him to
promote the drug outside the context of the MKUltra experiments, which influenced the early development of
hippie culture.[74][75]
• Robert Hunter is an American lyricist, singer-songwriter, translator, and poet, best known for his association with
Jerry Garcia and the Grateful Dead. Along with Ken Kesey, Hunter was an early volunteer MKUltra test subject
at Stanford University. Stanford test subjects were paid to take LSD, psilocybin, and mescaline, then report on
their experiences. These experiences were creatively formative for Hunter:
Sit back picture yourself swooping up a shell of purple with foam crests of crystal drops soft nigh they
fall unto the sea of morning creep-very-softly mist...and then sort of cascade tinkley-bell like (must I
take you by the hand, every so slowly type) and then conglomerate suddenly into a peal of silver vibrant
uncomprehendingly, blood singingly, joyously resounding bells....By my faith if this be insanity, then
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for the love of God permit me to remain insane.[76]
• Candy Jones, American fashion model and radio host, claimed to have been a victim of mind control in the
1960s.[77]
• Boston mobster James "Whitey" Bulger volunteered for testing while in prison.[78]

Conspiracy theories
MKUltra plays a part in many conspiracy theories given its nature and the destruction of most records.[79]
Lawrence Teeter, attorney for convicted assassin Sirhan Sirhan, believed Sirhan was under the influence of hypnosis
when he fired his weapon at Robert F. Kennedy in 1968. Teeter linked the CIA's MKUltra program to mind control
techniques that he claimed were used to control Sirhan.[80][81]
Jonestown, the Guyana location of the Jim Jones cult and Peoples Temple mass suicide, was thought to be a test site
for MKUltra medical and mind control experiments after the official end of the program. Congressman Leo Ryan, a
known critic of the CIA, was murdered by Peoples Temple members after he personally visited Jonestown to
investigate various reported irregularities.[82]

Aftermath
At his retirement in 1972, Gottlieb dismissed his entire effort for the CIA's MKUltra program as "useless".[25][83]
Although the CIA insists that MKUltra-type experiments have been abandoned, some CIA observers say there is
little reason to believe it does not continue today under a different set of acronyms.[48] 14-year CIA veteran Victor
Marchetti has stated in various interviews that the CIA routinely conducts disinformation campaigns and that CIA
mind control research continued. In a 1977 interview, Marchetti specifically called the CIA claim that MKUltra was
abandoned a "cover story."[84][85]
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Operation Paperclip
Operation Paperclip was the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) program used to
recruit the scientists of Nazi Germany for
employment by the United States in the
aftermath of World War II (1939–45). It
was conducted by the Joint Intelligence
Objectives Agency (JIOA), and in the
context of the burgeoning Soviet–American
Cold War (1945–91). One purpose of
Operation Paperclip was to deny German
scientific knowledge and expertise to the
USSR,[1] the UK,[2] and (divided) Germany itself.

A group of 104 rocket scientists (aerospace engineers) at Fort Bliss, Texas

Although the JIOA's recruitment of German scientists began after the European Allied victory (8 May 1945), US
President Harry Truman did not formally order the execution of Operation Paperclip until August 1945. Truman's
order expressly excluded anyone found "to have been a member of the Nazi Party, and more than a nominal
participant in its activities, or an active supporter of Nazi militarism". However, those restrictions would have
rendered ineligible most of the leading scientists the JIOA had identified for recruitment, among them rocket
scientists Wernher von Braun and Arthur Rudolph, and the physician Hubertus Strughold, each earlier classified as a
"menace to the security of the Allied Forces".
To circumvent President Truman's anti-Nazi order and the Allied Potsdam and Yalta agreements, the JIOA worked
independently to create false employment and political biographies for the scientists. The JIOA also expunged from
the public record the scientists' Nazi Party memberships and régime affiliations. Once "bleached" of their Nazism,
the US government granted the scientists security clearance to work in the United States. Paperclip, the project's
operational name, derived from the paperclips used to attach the scientists' new political personae to their "US
Government Scientist" JIOA personnel files.[3]

The Osenberg List
Having failed to conquer the USSR with Operation Barbarossa (June–December 1941), the Siege of Leningrad
(September 1941–January 1944), Operation Nordlicht ("Northern Light", August–October 1942), and the Battle of
Stalingrad (July 1942–February 1943), Nazi Germany found itself at a logistical disadvantage. The failed conquest
had depleted German resources and its military-industrial complex was unprepared to defend the Großdeutsches
Reich (Greater German Reich) against the Red Army's westward counterattack. By early 1943, the German
government began recalling from combat a number of scientists, engineers, and technicians; they returned to work in
research and development to bolster German defense for a protracted war with the USSR. The recall from frontline
combat included 4,000 rocketeers returned to Peenemünde, in north-east coastal Germany.[4][5]
Overnight, Ph.D.s were liberated from KP duty, masters of science were recalled from orderly service,
mathematicians were hauled out of bakeries, and precision mechanics ceased to be truck drivers.
—Dieter K. Huzel, Peenemünde to Canaveral
The Nazi government's recall of their now-useful intellectuals for scientific work first required identifying and
locating the scientists, engineers, and technicians, then ascertaining their political and ideological reliability. Werner
Osenberg, the engineer-scientist heading the Wehrforschungsgemeinschaft (Military Research Association),
recorded the names of the politically-cleared men to the Osenberg List, thus reinstating them to scientific work.[6]
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In March 1945, at Bonn University, a Polish laboratory technician found pieces of the Osenberg List stuffed in a
toilet; the list subsequently reached MI6, who transmitted it to US Intelligence.[7][8] Then US Army Major Robert B.
Staver, Chief of the Jet Propulsion Section of the Research and Intelligence Branch of the U.S. Army Ordnance
Corps, used the Osenberg List to compile his list of German scientists to be captured and interrogated; Wernher von
Braun, Nazi Germany's premier rocket scientist headed Major Staver's list.[9]

Identification
Operation Overcast — Major Staver's original intent was only to
interview the scientists, but what he learned changed the operation's
purpose. On 22 May 1945, he transmitted to US Pentagon headquarters
Colonel Joel Holmes's telegram urging the evacuation of German
scientists, and their families, as most "important for [the] Pacific war"
effort.[8] Most of the Osenberg List engineers worked at the Baltic
coast German Army Research Center Peenemünde, developing the V-2
rocket; after capturing them, the Allies initially housed them and their
families in Landshut, Bavaria, in southern Germany.
Beginning on 19 July 1945, the US Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
managed the captured ARC rocketeers under a program called
Operation Overcast. However, when the "Camp Overcast" name of the
scientists' quarters became locally-known, the program was renamed
Operation Paperclip in March 1946. Despite these attempts at secrecy,
later that year the press interviewed several of the scientists.[8][9][9][10]

V-2 rocket launching, Peenemünde, on the
north-east Baltic German coast. (1943)

Regarding Operation Alsos, Allied Intelligence described nuclear
physicist Werner Heisenberg, the German nuclear energy project
principal, as " . . . worth more to us than ten divisions of Germans." In addition to rocketeers and nuclear physicists,
the Allies also sought chemists, physicians, and naval weaponeers.[11]
Meanwhile, the Technical Director of the German Army Rocket Center, Wernher von Braun, was jailed at P.O. Box
1142, a secret military-intelligence prison in Fort Hunt, Virginia in the United States. Since the prison was unknown
to the international community, its operation by the US was in violation of the Geneva Convention of 1929, which
the U.S. had ratified.[12] Although Von Braun's interrogators pressured him, he was not tortured; however in 1944
another PoW, U-boat Captain Werner Henke was shot and killed while climbing the fence at Fort Hunt.[13]
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Capture and detention
Early on the U.S. created the Combined Intelligence Objectives
Subcommittee (CIOS). This provided the information on targets for the
T-Forces that went in and targeted scientific, military and industrial
installations (and their employees) for their know-how. Initial priorities
were advanced technology, such as infrared, that could be used in the
war against Japan; finding out what technology had been passed on to
Japan; and finally to halt the research. A project to halt the research
was codenamed "Project Safehaven", and it was not initially targeted
against the Soviet Union; rather the concern was that German scientists
might emigrate and continue their research in countries such as Spain,
Argentina or Egypt, all of which had sympathized with Nazi Germany.

The Allied zones of occupation in post-war
Germany, highlighting the Soviet zone (red), the
inner German border (heavy black line) and the
zone from which British and American troops
withdrew in July 1945 (purple). The provincial
boundaries are those of pre-Nazi Weimar
Germany, before the present Länder (federal
states) were established.

Much U.S. effort was focused on Saxony and Thuringia, which by 1
July 1945 would become part of the Soviet Occupation zone. Many
German research facilities and personnel had been evacuated to these
states, particularly from the Berlin area. Fearing that the Soviet
takeover would limit U.S. ability to exploit German scientific and
technical expertise, and not wanting the Soviet Union to benefit from
said expertise, the U.S. instigated an "evacuation operation" of scientific personnel from Saxony and Thuringia,
issuing orders such as:
On orders of Military Government you are to report with your family and baggage as much as you can carry
tomorrow noon at 1300 hours (Friday, 22 June 1945) at the town square in Bitterfeld. There is no need to bring
winter clothing. Easily carried possessions, such as family documents, jewelry, and the like should be taken
along. You will be transported by motor vehicle to the nearest railway station. From there you will travel on to
the West. Please tell the bearer of this letter how large your family is.
By 1947 this evacuation operation had netted an estimated 1,800 technicians and scientists, along with 3,700
family-members. Those with special skills or knowledge were taken to detention and interrogation centers, such as
one code-named DUSTBIN,[14] to be held and interrogated, in some cases for months.
A few of the scientists were gathered up in Operation Overcast, but most were transported to villages in the
countryside where there were neither research facilities nor work; they were provided stipends and forced to report
twice weekly to police headquarters to prevent them from leaving. The Joint Chiefs of Staff directive on research and
teaching stated that technicians and scientists should be released "only after all interested agencies were satisfied that
all desired intelligence information had been obtained from them".
On 5 November 1947, the Office of Military Government of the United States (OMGUS), which had jurisdiction
over the western part of occupied Germany, held a conference to consider the status of the evacuees, the monetary
claims that the evacuees had filed against the U.S., and the "possible violation by the U.S. of laws of war or Rules of
Land Warfare". The OMGUS director of Intelligence R. L. Walsh initiated a program to resettle the evacuees in the
Third world, which the Germans referred to as General Walsh's "Urwald-Programm" (jungle program), however this
program never matured. In 1948, the evacuees received settlements of 69.5 million Reichsmarks from the U.S., a
settlement that soon became severely devalued during the currency reform that introduced the Deutsche Mark as the
official currency of western Germany.
John Gimbel concludes that the U.S. put some of Germany's best minds on ice for three years, therefore depriving
the German recovery of their expertise.[15]
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The scientists
In May 1945, the US Navy "received in custody" Dr. Herbert A.
Wagner, the inventor of the Hs 293 missile; for two years, he first
worked at the Special Devices Center, at Castle Gould and at
Hempstead House, Long Island, New York; in 1947, he moved to the
Naval Air Station Point Mugu.[16]
In August 1945, Colonel Holger Toftoy, head of the Rocket Branch of
the Research and Development Division of the US Army's Ordnance
Corps, offered initial one-year contracts to the rocket scientists; 127 of
them accepted. In September 1945, the first group of seven rocket
scientists arrived at Fort Strong, Massachusetts: Wernher von Braun,
Erich W. Neubert, Theodor A. Poppel, August Schulze, Eberhard Rees,
Wilhelm Jungert, and Walter Schwidetzky.[8]
Beginning in late 1945, three rocket-scientist groups arrived in the US
for duty at Fort Bliss, Texas, and at White Sands Proving Grounds,
New Mexico, as "War Department Special Employees".[4]:27

German scientists repatriated from Sukhumi in
February 1958. (see Forced labor of Germans in
the Soviet Union)

In 1946, the United States Bureau of Mines employed seven German synthetic fuel scientists at a Fischer-Tropsch
chemical plant in Louisiana, Missouri.[17]
In early 1950, legal US residency for some of the Project Paperclip specialists was effected through the US consulate
in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico; thus, Nazi scientists legally entered the US from Latin America.[4]:226[9]
Eighty-six aeronautical engineers were transferred to Wright Field, where the US had Luftwaffe aircraft and
equipment captured under Operation Lusty (Luftwaffe Secret Technology).[18]
The United States Army Signal Corps employed 24 specialists — including the physicists Georg Goubau, Gunter
Guttwein, Georg Hass, Horst Kedesdy, and Kurt Lehovec; the physical chemists Rudolf Brill, Ernst Baars, and
Eberhard Both; the geophysicist Dr. Helmut Weickmann; the optician Gerhard Schwesinger; and the engineers
Eduard Gerber, Richard Guenther, and Hans Ziegler.[19]
In 1959, ninety-four Operation Paperclip men went to the US, including Friedwardt Winterberg and Friedrich
Wigand.[16] Throughout its operations to 1990, Operation Paperclip imported 1,600 men, as part of the intellectual
reparations owed to the US and the UK, some $10 billion in patents and industrial processes.[16][20]
During the decades after they were included in Operation Paperclip, some scientists were investigated because of
their activities during World War II. Arthur Rudolph was deported in 1984, but not prosecuted, and West Germany
granted him citizenship.[21] Similarly, Georg Rickhey, who came to the United States under Operation Paperclip in
1946, was returned to Germany to stand trial at the Dora Trial in 1947; he was acquitted, and returned to the United
States in 1948, eventually becoming a U.S. citizen.[22] The aeromedical library at Brooks Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas had been named after Hubertus Strughold in 1977. However, it was later renamed because
documents from the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal linked Strughold to medical experiments in which inmates
from Dachau were tortured and killed.[23]
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Key figures
Rocketry
Rudi Beichel [24], Magnus von Braun, Wernher von Braun, Walter Dornberger, Werner Dahm, Konrad
Dannenberg, Kurt H. Debus, Ernst R. G. Eckert, Krafft Arnold Ehricke, Otto Hirschler [25], Hermann H.
Kurzweg [26], Fritz Mueller, Gerhard Reisig [27], Georg Rickhey, Arthur Rudolph, Ernst Stuhlinger, Werner
Rosinski [28], Eberhard Rees, Ludwig Roth, Georg von Tiesenhausen, and Bernhard Tessmann (see List of
German rocket scientists in the US).
• Aeronautics: Siegfried Knemeyer, Alexander Martin Lippisch, Hans von Ohain, Hans Multhopp, Kurt Tank
Medicine
Walter Schreiber, Kurt Blome, Hubertus Strughold, Hans Antmann (Human factors)[18]
Electronics
Hans K. Ziegler, Kurt Lehovec, Hans Hollmann, Johannes Plendl, Heinz Schlicke
Intelligence
Reinhard Gehlen, Otto von Bolschwing

Similar operations
• APPLEPIE: Project to capture and interrogate key Wehrmacht, RSHA AMT VI, and General Staff officers
knowledgeable of the industry and economy of the USSR.[29]
• DUSTBIN (counterpart of ASHCAN): An Anglo–American military intelligence operation established first in
Paris, then in Kransberg Castle, at Frankfurt.[30][31]: 314 [32]
• ECLIPSE (1944): An unimplemented Air Disarmament Wing plan for post-war operations in Europe for
destroying V-1 and V-2 missiles.[31][33]:44

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

• Safehaven: US project within ECLIPSE meant to prevent the escape of Nazi scientists from Allied-occupied
Germany.[9]
Field Information Agency; Technical (FIAT): US Army agency for securing the "major, and perhaps only,
material reward of victory, namely, the advancement of science and the improvement of production and standards
of living in the United Nations, by proper exploitation of German methods in these fields"; FIAT ended in 1947,
when Operation Paperclip began functioning.[31]: 316 [32]
On 26 April 1946, the Joint Chiefs of Staff issued JCS Directive 1067/14 to General Eisenhower instructing that
he "preserve from destruction and take under your control records, plans, books, documents, papers, files and
scientific, industrial and other information and data belonging to . . . German organizations engaged in military
research";[8]:185 and that, excepting war-criminals, German scientists be detained for intelligence purposes as
required.[34]
National Interest/Project 63: Job placement assistance for Nazi engineers at Lockheed, Martin Marietta, North
American Aviation, and other aeroplane companies, whilst American aerospace engineers were being laid off
work.[16]
Operation Alsos, Operation Big, Operation Epsilon, Russian Alsos: Soviet and American efforts to capture
German nuclear secrets, equipment, and personnel.
Operation Backfire: A British effort at capturing rocket and aerospace technology from Cuxhaven.
Operation Lusty: US efforts to capture German aeronautical equipment, technology, and personnel.
Operation Osoaviakhim (sometimes transliterated as "Operation Ossavakim"), a Soviet counterpart of Operation
Paperclip, involving German technicians, managers, skilled workers and their respective families.[35]

• Operation Surgeon: British operation for denying German aeronautical expertise from the USSR, and for
exploiting German scientists in furthering British research.[36]
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• Special Mission V-2: April–May 1945 US operation, by Maj. William Bromley, that recovered parts and
equipment for 100 V-2 missiles from a Mittelwerk underground factory in Kohnstein within the Soviet zone. Maj.
James P. Hamill co-ordinated the transport of the equipment on 341 railroad cars with the 144th Motor Vehicle
Assembly Company, from Nordhausen to Erfurt, just before the Soviets arrived.[37] (see also Operation Blossom,
Broomstick Scientists, Hermes project, Operations Sandy and Pushover)
• Target Intelligence Committee: US project to exploit German cryptographers.
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Downing Street memo
The "Downing Street memo" (or the "Downing Street Minutes"), sometimes described by critics of the Iraq War
as the "smoking gun memo",[1] is the note of a secret 23 July 2002 meeting of senior British Labour government,
defence and intelligence figures discussing the build-up to the war, which included direct reference to classified
United States policy of the time. The name refers to 10 Downing Street, the residence of the British prime minister.
The memo recorded the head of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) as expressing the view following his recent
visit to Washington that "[George W.] Bush wanted to remove Saddam Hussein, through military action, justified by
the conjunction of terrorism and WMD. But the intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy." It also
quoted Foreign Secretary Jack Straw as saying that it was clear that Bush had "made up his mind" to take military
action but that "the case was thin". Straw simultaneously noted that Iraq retained "WMD capability" and that
"Saddam would continue to play hard-ball with the UN.". The military asked "what were the consequences, if
Saddam used WMD on day one".
Attorney-General Lord Goldsmith also warned that justifying the invasion on legal grounds would be difficult.
However, the meeting took place several months before the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution
1441, the resolution eventually used as the legal basis for the invasion of Iraq. UNR687 also provided a pre-existing
basis, as it required Iraq to divest itself of "100%" of all WMD capacity, which the Memo agreed it had not.
A copy of the memo was obtained by British journalist Michael Smith and published in the The Sunday Times in
May 2005. Though its authenticity has never been seriously challenged, the British and American governments have
stated that the contents do not accurately reflect their official policy positions at the time.

Introduction
The memo was first published in The Sunday Times on 1 May 2005, during the last days of the UK general election
campaign.[2]
It went largely unremarked in the U.S. press at first, but was heavily covered in progressive blogs such as those on
Daily Kos, because of a remark attributed to Richard Dearlove (then MI6 head) that "the intelligence and facts were
being fixed [by the U.S.] around the policy" of removing Saddam Hussein from power, which was taken to show that
US intelligence on Iraq prior to the war was deliberately falsified, rather than simply mistaken.[3]
As this issue began to be covered by American media (Los Angeles Times on 12 May 2005, Washington Post on 13
May 2005[4]), two other main allegations stemming from the memo arose: that the UN weapons inspection process
was manipulated to provide a legal pretext for the war, and that pre-war air strikes were deliberately ramped up in
order to soften Iraqi infrastructure in preparation for war, prior to the October U.S. Senate vote permitting the
invasion.[5]
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Some elements of the U.S. media have portrayed the document as faked or fraudulent, and Dana Perino referred in
her daily White House press briefing on 4 December 2008 to the fact that the Bush administration has "debunked"
the document previously. The British have tacitly validated its authenticity (as when Tony Blair replied to a press
conference question by saying "that memorandum was written before we then went to the United Nations."[6])
A group of 131 members of Congress led by John Conyers, repeatedly requested that President George W. Bush
respond to the contents of the document. A resolution of inquiry was filed by Representative Barbara Lee, which
would request that the President and the State Department turn over all relevant information with regard to US policy
towards Iraq. The resolution had 70 co-sponsors.[7]

Outline
Addressees of the memo
Copies of the minutes were sent to:
•
•
•
•

Secretary of State for Defence Geoff Hoon,
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Jack Straw,
Attorney General of England and Wales Lord Goldsmith,
Cabinet Secretary Sir Richard Wilson,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chairman of the Joint Intelligence Committee John Scarlett,
Director of the Government Communications Headquarters Francis Richards,
Chief of the Defence Staff Sir Michael Boyce,
Head of the Secret Intelligence Service Richard Dearlove,
Prime Minister's Chief of Staff Jonathan Powell,
Downing Street Director of Government Relations Sally Morgan, and
Downing Street Director of Communications and Strategy Alastair Campbell.

The minutes were meant to be kept confidential and were headed "This record is extremely sensitive. No further
copies should be made. It should be shown only to those with a genuine need to know its contents." It deals with the
lead-up to the 2003 Iraq War, and comes at a point at which it becomes clear to those attending, that US President
George W. Bush intended to remove Saddam Hussein from power by force.
The minutes run through the military options and then consider the political strategy in which an appeal for support
from the international community and from domestic opinion would be most likely to be positively received. It
suggests that an ultimatum for Saddam to allow back United Nations weapons inspectors be issued, and that this
would help to make the use of force legal. Tony Blair is quoted as saying that the British public would support
regime change in the right political context.
The most controversial paragraph is a report of a recent visit to Washington by head of the Secret Intelligence
Service Sir Richard Dearlove (known in official terminology as 'C'):
C reported on his recent talks in Washington. There was a perceptible shift in attitude. Military action was
now seen as inevitable. Bush wanted to remove Saddam, through military action, justified by the conjunction
of terrorism and WMD. But the intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy. The NSC had no
patience with the UN route, and no enthusiasm for publishing material on the Iraqi regime's record. There
was little discussion in Washington of the aftermath after military action.
The British analysis of US policy is also stated elsewhere in the minutes:
The Defence Secretary said that the US had already begun "spikes of activity" to put pressure on the regime.
No decisions had been taken, but he thought the most likely timing in US minds for military action to begin
was January, with the timeline beginning 30 days before the US Congressional elections.
The Foreign Secretary said he would discuss this with Colin Powell this week. It seemed clear that Bush had
made up his mind to take military action, even if the timing was not yet decided. But the case was thin. Saddam
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was not threatening his neighbours, and his WMD capability was less than that of Libya, North Korea or Iran.
We should work up a plan for an ultimatum to Saddam to allow back in the UN weapons inspectors. This
would also help with the legal justification for the use of force.
The Attorney-General said that the desire for regime change was not a legal base for military action. There
were three possible legal bases: self-defence, humanitarian intervention, or UNSC authorisation. The first and
second could not be the base in this case. Relying on UNSCR 1205 of three years ago would be difficult. The
situation might of course change.
The main sections covering the ultimatum are:
The Prime Minister said that it would make a big difference politically and legally if Saddam refused to allow
in the UN inspectors. There were different strategies for dealing with Libya and Iran. Regime change and
WMD were linked in the sense that it was the regime that was producing the WMD. If the political context
were right, people would support regime change. The two key issues were whether the military plan worked
and whether we had the political strategy to give the military plan the space to work.
...John Scarlett assessed that Saddam would allow the inspectors back in only when he thought the threat of
military action was real.
The Defence Secretary said that if the Prime Minister wanted UK military involvement, he would need to
decide this early. He cautioned that many in the US did not think it worth going down the ultimatum route. It
would be important for the Prime Minister to set out the political context to Bush.
The minutes also outlines potential risks of an invasion of Iraq:
For instance, what were the consequences, if Saddam used WMD on day one, or if Baghdad did not collapse
and urban warfighting began? You said that Saddam could also use his WMD on Kuwait. Or on Israel, added
the Defence Secretary."

Reaction
Proponents of an inquiry
In the United States, proponents of a formal congressional inquiry say that the minutes, along with testimonies from
credible witnesses, shed sufficient doubt on the actions of the Bush Administration to warrant a formal inquiry. In
particular, they say that the minutes indicate that the Administration was determined to go to war with Iraq prior to
considerations of legality, and with full knowledge that, at best, "the case was slim." And furthermore that they
selected and exaggerated intelligence so as to confirm their policy and developed a plan to manipulate public
opinion. Also, proponents say that the contents (such as "Military action was now seen as inevitable.") and the date
of the memo, 23 July 2002, contradicts the official White House position that President Bush did not finally decide
to carry out the invasion of March 2003 until after Secretary of State Colin L. Powell presented the administration's
case to the United Nations Security Council, in a speech on 5 February 2003. They also say that the minutes are
dated at a time when Bush stated that "we haven't made any decisions on Iraq, but all options are on the table."
Another paragraph has been taken to show that Geoff Hoon believed the timing of the war was intended to influence
American elections:
The Defence Secretary said that the US had already begun "spikes of activity" to put pressure on the regime.
No decisions had been taken, but he thought the most likely timing in US minds for military action to begin
was January, with the timeline beginning 30 days before the US Congressional elections.
It has been said that some of those present at the meeting believed that Iraq might possess weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) "capacity". However, the minutes explicitly state that the capability was less than that of Libya,
Iran, and North Korea, and that Saddam was not threatening his neighbours.[2]
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U.S. Congress
On 5 May 2005, Congressman John Conyers sent a letter to President Bush signed by 89 of his colleagues
demanding an explanation of the revelations in the memo. No specific White House response to the letter was ever
made publicly. In response to the Bush Administration's refusal to answer the congressional delegation's questions,
Conyers et al. have given serious consideration to sending a fact-finding mission to the UK.[8]
Conyers initially requested 100,000 signatures from citizens (a petition) to request that President Bush answer the
questions in his letter. The letter has been getting between 20,000 and 25,000 signatures a day, which was boosted by
MoveOn.org joining the campaign on 9 June. By 13 June 2005, the letter had received over 540,000 signatures from
citizens, and more congressmen had signed on, bringing the total to 94. As of 16 June 2005, over 100 congressmen
had signed the letter, including then-Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi.
On 16 June 2005, Conyers presided over a hearing or forum on the Downing Street memo in a basement room in the
Capitol where Joseph C. Wilson, Ray McGovern and Cindy Sheehan among others testified.[9][10][11] The House
Republican leadership did not allow Conyers to use an official hearing room and compelled him to hold the hearing
in the basement because the hearing was unofficial.

Internet
The importance of the Sunday Times publication for the US was first analysed by smintheus at Daily Kos[12] and
MYDD[13] on the night of 30 April 2005. By the next morning the document had become a major story at Daily
Kos,[14] where Congressman Conyers learned of its existence.
A website, www.downingstreetmemo.com,[15] was created on 13 May to inform the public about the memo and
provide context. The website also has a blog dedicated to discussing issues surrounding the memo, called
downingstreetmemo.blogspot.com.[16]
On 30 May 2005, in a "blogswarm" fuelled by the memo,[17] hundreds of blogs joined together to form the Big Brass
Alliance in support of After Downing Street. On 1 June 2005 a targeted media campaign called 'Awaken the
Mainstream Media' began jointly at Daily Kos[18] and downingstreetmemo.com.[19] Every day it listed new contact
information for three news outlets, so that readers could contact them to urge them to provide better coverage of the
issues around the Downing Street memo and other released documents.

Pundits
On 18 May, conservative pundit and former Reagan Administration advisor Paul Craig Roberts wrote an article
calling for Bush's impeachment for lying to Congress about the case for war.[20]
On 31 May, liberal consumer advocate and former Presidential hopeful Ralph Nader wrote an article on ZNet calling
for Bush and Cheney’s impeachment under Article II, Section 4 of the United States Constitution.[21] Also on that
day, he and Kevin Zeese authored an op-ed for the Boston Globe to support the call for impeachment against Bush,
citing the memo as part of the evidence that the possibility of deliberate deception by the administration should be
investigated.[22]
On 30 January 2006, an article entitled The Impeachment of George W. Bush,[23] written by Elizabeth Holtzman
(Rep. NY-D 1973–1981, member of the House Judiciary Committee that held impeachment hearings of President
Richard Nixon) was published by the left-wing periodical The Nation. The article makes specific references to the
Downing Street memo.

57

Downing Street memo

Individuals
A coalition of American groups known as After Downing Street, co-founded by a group of longtime progressive
and/or Democratic Party activists,[24] called on Congress to file a Resolution of Inquiry, the first necessary legal
step to determine whether President Bush had committed impeachable offences.[25] The formal Resolution of Inquiry
request was written by Boston constitutional attorney John C. Bonifaz.[26] The request states the constitutional
grounds for impeachment:
[The US President] has not given [the Senate] full information, but has concealed important intelligence which
he ought to have communicated, and by that means induced them to enter into measures injurious to their
country, and which they would not have consented to had the true state of things been disclosed to them.
Democrats.com raised one thousand dollars, offered as a reward to anyone who attempted to get George Bush to
answer the following question:
In July 2002, did you and your administration "fix" the intelligence and facts about non-existent Iraqi WMD's
and ties to terrorism — which were disputed by US intelligence officials — to sell your decision to invade
Iraq to Congress, the American People, and the world — as quoted in the Downing Street Minutes?
In addition to the grand prize for eliciting a clear "Yes" or "No" answer, a number of lesser prizes were offered for
lesser responses, down to a $100 reward for video evidence of having posed the question clearly to President Bush
within his hearing but receiving no answer.[27]
A Zogby poll in November 2005 found that 53% of US voters agree that Congress should impeach President Bush if
it is found that Bush did not tell the truth about his reasons for going to war with Iraq, while 42% disagreed. 76% of
Democrats, 50% of independents, and around 29% of Republicans, agreed with the sentiment.[28]

News coverage
The Downing Street Minutes was a major story in the British press during the last few days of the 2005 general
election campaign and was also covered in other countries. The story had limited coverage in the USA but has
recently received greater attention in the American press. The organisation Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting has
been among those that have criticised the US print media, saying they ". . .continue to downplay [the] story."[29]
According to Media Matters for America,[30] there were some early mentions in The New York Times, the San
Francisco Chronicle, the New York Sun, and the Washington Post, though coverage was slight (the Post's first article
appeared in the "Style" section) and primarily aimed at the impact it would have on the British elections, rather than
how it affected the Bush administration. The Knight-Ridder news service produced some reportage at the time, but
independent articles were limited. The Los Angeles Times and Star Tribune put local reporters on the story, and
produced early articles on 12 May and 13 May, respectively.
At the Star Tribune, initial interest had been piqued after a reader e-mailed information he had seen on the Internet to
the paper's ombudsman, who forwarded it to others in the news department. Being quite a distance from London,
editors first waited for articles to come across on wire services. Undoubtedly, many other newspapers across the
country reacted similarly. After a few days of no news, however, a local reporter was assigned. The article was
initially scheduled to run on 11 May, but was pushed back so that it could have greater prominence on a slower news
day later in the week.[31]
Since that time, much of the coverage about the memo has discussed the lack of coverage. One of the first reports
include that topic was a 17 May article in the Christian Science Monitor. The report was one of the most extensive
for a nationwide publication up until that time.[32]
On 20 May 2005, Daniel Okrent, the Public Editor at the time for The New York Times, publicly assessed the
coverage of the minutes in the paper in a forum on the NYT's website. He also stated that, due to continuing reader
interest, the paper intends to give fuller coverage to the memo.[33] Although Okrent stepped down at the end of May
(the routine end of his term), on NewsHour on 8 June he suggested some possible explanations for why the US
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media had been so slow to cover what he considered a very important story. He said it may have been assigned to
'foreign news' correspondents and wasn't seen as a Bush story, or it may be the US media is still working on
researching it (although he then admitted he had no reason to believe that).[34]
Also on 8 June, USA Today printed an article by their senior assignment editor for foreign news, Jim Cox, saying
with respect to the memo, "We could not obtain the memo or a copy of it from a reliable source… There was no
explicit confirmation of its authenticity from (Blair's office). And it was disclosed four days before the British
elections, raising concerns about the timing."
The Star Tribune revisited the Downing Street Minutes as part of the evidence in a Memorial Day editorial.[35] It
stated explicitly,
"President Bush and those around him lied, and the rest of us let them. Harsh? Yes. True? Also yes. Perhaps it
happened because Americans, understandably, don't expect untruths from those in power. But that works
better as an explanation than as an excuse....
"It turns out that former counterterrorism chief Richard Clarke and former Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill
were right. Both have been pilloried for writing that by summer 2002 Bush had already decided to invade."
The New York Times reported on the memos on 27 March 2006.[36]
MSNBC reported on the memos on 28 March 2006.[37] MSNBC has an article and a video clip from NBC Nightly
News with Brian Williams.[38]
The Columbian newspaper El Tiempo implicated the Prime Minister's role in the Iraq war on 9 May 2007——and
the Downing Street memo specifically——as "the principal reason for the UK's disillusionment with Tony Blair."[39]
The Chilean newspaper La Segunda on 11 May 2007 called the Downing Street memo "one of the best-kept secrets
in Tony Blair's ten years as prime minister.[40]

Veracity of the memo
Following the advice of company lawyers, Michael Smith, the journalist who first reported on the Downing Street
Memo, has said that he protected the identity of his source by reproducing all documents and returning the 'originals'
back to the source. In some cases, a document was retyped from a photocopy, and the photocopy destroyed.[41] This
has led some to question the document's authenticity, but no official source has questioned it, and it has been
unofficially confirmed to various news organisations, including the Washington Post, NBC, The Sunday Times, and
the LA Times. Several other documents obtained by Smith, and treated similarly (see below), were confirmed as
genuine by the UK Foreign Office.[42]
One of the first articles on the memo to appear in the US media quoted "a former senior US official", who, speaking
on condition of anonymity, called the memo's account "an absolutely accurate description of what transpired" during
the senior British intelligence officer's visit to Washington.[43] UK Prime Minister Tony Blair denied that anything in
the memo demonstrated misconduct and said that it added little to what was already known about how British policy
on Iraq developed, also commenting that "that memorandum was written before we went to the United Nations".[44]
• White House spokesman Scott McClellan, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and UK Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw did not confirm or deny the accuracy of the memo when questioned about it.
• George W. Bush has not responded to questions from Congress regarding the memo's accuracy.
• When asked about the contents of the memo by Plaid Cymru MP Adam Price in the House of Commons on 29
June 2005, Blair again refrained from disputing the document's authenticity, saying only "[…]that memo and
other documents of the time were covered by the Butler review. In addition, that was before we went to the
United Nations and secured the second resolution, 1441, which had unanimous support."[45]
• According to CNN, currently classified documents which were dated at the same month as the Downing Street
memo, March 2002, were uncovered in Iraq, and contained evidence that Russian intelligence notified Iraq about
the "determination of the United States and Britain to launch military action."[46]
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US President George W. Bush
On 7 June 2005, at a joint George W. Bush-Tony Blair press briefing in the White House, Reuters correspondent
Steve Holland asked, "On Iraq, the so-called Downing Street memo from July 2002 says intelligence and facts were
being fixed around the policy of removing Saddam through military action. Is this an accurate reflection of what
happened? Could both of you respond?" President Bush did not address the issue of the intelligence and facts being
"fixed" around a decision to go to war, but he did deny that he had, at the time of the memo, already decided to use
military force against Saddam Hussein, saying "There's nothing farther from the truth." Bush also questioned the
motives of whoever leaked the memo during the British election, saying "Well, I—you know, I read kind of the
characterisations of the memo, particularly when they dropped it out in the middle of his race. … I'm not sure who
'they dropped it out' is, but—I'm not suggesting that you all dropped it out there."[47]

UK Prime Minister Tony Blair
When the document was published, UK Prime Minister Tony Blair denied that anything in the memo demonstrated
misconduct and said that it added little to what was already known about how British policy on Iraq developed.
Blair's response to Steve Holland at the joint news conference with Bush was "No, the facts were not being fixed in
any shape or form at all". He also reiterated that he and Bush had continued to try to find a way to avert war, "As it
happened, we weren't able to do that because – as I think was very clear – there was no way that Saddam Hussein
was ever going to change the way that he worked, or the way that he acted," again without explaining the apparent
contradiction with the contents of the memo. He said the same thing in a 7 June 2005 interview with Gwen Ifill on
The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.[48]

White House spokesman Scott McClellan
On 16 May, presidential spokesman Scott McClellan said that the memo's statement that intelligence was "being
fixed" to support a decision to invade Iraq was "flat out wrong". However, McClellan admitted that he has not read
the memo, but has only received reports of what it contains.[49]
On 17 May, McClellan told reporters that the White House saw "no need" to respond to the letter from Congress.[50]
On 23 May, when BTC News reporter Eric Brewer asked him about his 16 May statement,[51] McClellan said:
"Let me correct you... let me correct you on the characterisation of the quote you attributed to me. I’m referring
to some of the allegations that were made referring to a report.
In terms of the intelligence, the – if anyone wants to know how the intelligence was used by the
administration, all they have to do is go back and look at all the public comments over the course of the
lead-up to the war in Iraq, and that's all very public information. Everybody who was there could see how we
used that intelligence."[52]
The following day, a popular political blog, ThinkProgress, posted a response titled "Take the McClellan Challenge
[53]
", comparing what the intelligence was with how it was used by the administration.[54]
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US Secretary of State Rice and UK Foreign Secretary Straw
On 1 May 2005, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw were questioned on
the memo, although neither was able to give a detailed answer. Straw stated that he had not expected the question to
come up.[55]

Additional documents
Previous to the appearance of the Downing Street Memo, six other British (Blair) Cabinet papers originating around
March 2002 were obtained by Michael Smith and used in two Daily Telegraph stories[56][57] published on 18
September 2004. The documents describe issues relating to the meetings held between Bush and Blair at Bush's
Crawford, Texas, ranch in April 2002. They are:
1. Iraq: Options Paper, prepared by the Overseas & Defence Secretariat in the Cabinet Office, dated 8 March 2002,
describing options available for pursuing regime change in Iraq
2. Iraq: Legal Background, prepared by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office Legal Department, dated 8 March
2002
3. a report from David Manning to Tony Blair on his meeting with Condoleezza Rice, dated 14 March 2002
4. a report from Christopher Meyer to David Manning on his meeting with Paul Wolfowitz, dated 18 March 2002
5. a memo from Peter Ricketts, Political Director, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, to the Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw, dated 22 March 2002, with background and opinion for Straw's advice to Tony Blair ahead of his meeting
with George Bush in April
6. a memo from Jack Straw to Tony Blair, 25 March 2002 containing advice ahead of Blair's meeting with George
Bush in April.
On receipt of the documents, in September 2004, acting on the advice of lawyers, Smith says he photocopied them
and returned the originals to his source, then, after the Telegraph's legal desk secretary typed transcripts on an "old
fashioned typewriter", the Telegraph destroyed their copies of the originals, in order to frustrate any future police
investigation of the leaks.[58]
The documents were widely quoted in the British press immediately following the Telegraph's story, for example in
The Guardian[59] and The Sunday Herald.[60]
On 5 October 2004, a zipped file (leaks-brief.zip), containing facsimiles of these documents in PDF form, appeared
on Cryptome,[61] provided by Professor Michael Lewis of Cambridge University, who had also housed the file at
Iraq expert Glen Rangwala's Middle East Reference website.[62] The file derives ultimately from the typed transcript
of the documents made by Smith and the Telegraph.
Interest in these documents was revived around 8 June 2005, following their appearance in a discussion thread at
Democratic Underground[63][64] and subsequently they began to be quoted in US media, after Rawstory and NBC
verified their authenticity with Smith and British government sources.
The Los Angeles Times published an article on 15 June 2005, describing several of the "new" documents; the article
says that "Michael Smith, the defense writer for The Sunday Times who revealed the Downing Street minutes in a
story 1 May, provided a full text of the six new documents to the Los Angeles Times."[65]
The six documents are available in PDF form from the Think Progress web site.[66]
A further document, a 21 July 2002, cabinet office paper titled "Conditions for Military Action", which is a briefing
paper for the meeting of which the Downing Street Memo is the minutes, was published (with the last page missing)
by The Sunday Times on 12 June 2005.[67]
Another document was the Rycroft email, showing the author of the Downing Street Memo actually believed that
Saddam should be removed because of a threat by Iraq getting WMDs into the hands of terrorists.[68][69]
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The 18 September 2004, Daily Telegraph article contains the only known reproductions of the original memos
(scanned from a photocopy). That article is called "Failure is not an option, but it doesn't mean they will avoid it".[56]
On Thursday, 16 June 2005 Reuters mislabelled a photograph of what it claimed was "a copy of the Downing Street
Memo".[70]
It turned out to actually be a picture of a document found in an 28 April 2005 Guardian Unlimited story. (At this
link, view this PDF: 07.03.03: Attorney general's full advice on Iraq war (pdf)) This PDF detailed Lord Goldsmith’s
confidential advice on the legality of the Iraq war and does not match the text of any of the alleged Downing Street
Memos. It's an entirely different document that describes legal authorisation for the invasion of Iraq under standing
UN resolutions.[71]

Criticism of the Memo
Fred Kaplan argues that this contradicts the purported "smoking gun" of the issue of WMDs being fabricated.[72]
"For instance, what were the consequences, if Saddam used WMD on day one, or if Baghdad did not collapse
and urban warfighting began? You said that Saddam could also use his WMD on Kuwait. Or on Israel, added
the Defence Secretary."[73]
As mentioned above, shortly after the appearance of the memo, Tony Blair was asked: "The so-called Downing
Street memo from July 2002 says intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy of removing Saddam
through military action. Is this an accurate reflection of what happened?" and responded "No, the facts were not
being fixed in any shape or form at all." It is not clear, however, whether this is a criticism of the assessment of his
own head of foreign intelligence (Dearlove) or a criticism of a particular interpretation of Dearlove's phrase "fixed
around".

"Fixed"
The interpretation of the sentence: "But the intelligence and facts were being fixed around the policy." has caused
debate.
Robin Niblett, a member of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington think tank, has said it
would be easy for Americans to misunderstand the reference to intelligence being "fixed around" Iraq policy. "
'Fixed around' in British English means 'bolted on' rather than altered to fit the policy," he says. This view was
seconded by Christopher Hitchens and Fred Kaplan.[72]
Others have suggested various British English usages of the phrase "were being fixed" (for example as a
colloquialism meaning "to agree upon,"[74]) which are distinct from the usage (both American and British) derived
from criminal argot, meaning "fraudulently altered or changed."[75] The author of the memo, Matthew Rycroft,
employed the former usage in an e-mail when talking about an appointment, This is now fixed for 0800.[76] Some
detractors from the memo have appeared to make the argument or give the impression that the "fraudulently altered"
sense of "fix" is uniquely American and does not exist in British English, but this is false.[77]
Other commenters have dismissed this, saying that context makes it clear that "being fixed around" used "fix" in the
sense of "fraudulently arrange the result",[78] a common British usage (sense 12(b) of "fix" in the printed Concise
Oxford English Dictionary, given as sense 7, "deviously influence the outcome of" in the Compact OED online
version.[79]) The argument has also been made that this view is supported by negative qualification implied by the
presence of the word "But" at the start of the relevant sentence: "But the intelligence and facts were being
(innocently) agreed upon around the policy" is, it is said, an implausible reading because there is nothing negative,
per se, about agreement, whereas "But the intelligence and facts were being fraudulently arranged ...", it is argued,
appears to make perfect sense, because it fulfills the negative expectation set up by the word "but".
Fred Kaplan noted that "Either way—'fixed' or 'fixed around'—Bush and his aides had decided to let policy shape
intelligence, not the other way around; they were explicitly politicising intelligence."
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When asked about the memo's implication that Iraq intelligence was being "fixed", White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said, "The suggestion is just flat-out wrong." It should be noted that McClellan would later claim that
intelligence was suited to fit the policy in a tell-all book.[80]
An Iraq "options paper," dated 8 March 2002, states: "Despite sanctions, Iraq continues to develop WMD" (though it
adds that intelligence on the matter is "poor").[81]
In a personal message to Blair, dated 22 March 2002, Peter Ricketts wrote that, although Iraq's nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons programs "have not, as far as we know, been stepped up," they "are extremely worrying."
What has changed, he emphasises, "is not so much the pace of Saddam Hussein's WMD programmes but our
tolerance of them post-11 September."[82]
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Mainstream media coverage
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• The decisions, policies and intelligence behind the Iraq War (http://web.archive.org/web/20051102024951/
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Downing Street memo websites
• AfterDowningStreet.org (http://www.afterdowningstreet.org) – After Downing Street (a coalition campaigning
for the US Congress to formally investigate whether President Bush committed impeachable offences in
connection with the Iraq war)
• Cryptome.org (http://cryptome.org/leaks-brief.htm) – 'Leaked Cabinet Office papers, September 2004:
Evidence of false statements made by Tony Blair to Parliament and the media' (summary and links to 6 UK
cabinet papers), Michael Lewis, (June 2005)
• DowningStreetMemo.com (http://www.downingstreetmemo.com) – 'The Downing Street Memo: Seeking The
truth since 13 May 2005' (informational website with texts and other resources to put the documents in context,
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• TheFourReasons.org (http://www.thefourreasons.org/index.html) – 'The Four Reasons: why "We the People"
must uphold the Constitution of The United States of America and hold those who violate it accountable'
(impeachment resources, etc.)
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Room 641A
Room 641A is a telecommunication interception facility operated by AT&T for the U.S. National Security Agency,
beginning in 2003, and exposed in 2006.[1][2]

Description
Room 641A is located in the SBC Communications building at 611 Folsom Street, San Francisco, three floors of
which were occupied by AT&T before SBC purchased AT&T.[1] The room was referred to in internal AT&T
documents as the SG3 [Study Group 3] Secure Room. It is fed by fiber optic lines from beam splitters installed in
fiber optic trunks carrying Internet backbone traffic[3] and, as analyzed by J. Scott Marcus, a former CTO for GTE
and a former adviser to the FCC, has access to all Internet traffic that passes through the building, and therefore "the
capability to enable surveillance and analysis of internet content on a massive scale, including both overseas and
purely domestic traffic."[4] Former director of the NSA’s World Geopolitical and Military Analysis Reporting Group,
William Binney, has estimated that 10 to 20 such facilities have been installed throughout the nation.[2]
The room measures about 24 by 48 feet (7.3 by 15 m) and contains several racks of equipment, including a Narus
STA 6400, a device designed to intercept and analyze Internet communications at very high speeds.[1]
The very existence of the room was revealed by a former AT&T technician, Mark Klein, and was the subject of a
2006 class action lawsuit by the Electronic Frontier Foundation against AT&T.[5] Klein claims he was told that
similar black rooms are operated at other facilities around the country.
Room 641A and the controversies surrounding it were subjects of an episode of Frontline, the current affairs
documentary program on PBS. It was originally broadcast on May 15, 2007. It was also featured on PBS's NOW on
March 14, 2008.

Lawsuit
The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) filed a class-action lawsuit
against AT&T on January 31, 2006, accusing the telecommunication
company of violating the law and the privacy of its customers by
collaborating with the National Security Agency (NSA) in a massive,
illegal program to wiretap and data-mine Americans' communications.
On July 20, 2006, a federal judge denied the government's and AT&T's
motions to dismiss the case, chiefly on the ground of the States Secrets
Privilege, allowing the lawsuit to go forward. On August 15, 2007, the
case was heard by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
An additional case by the EFF was created on September 18, 2008,
titled Jewel v. NSA.
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Gulf of Tonkin incident
The Gulf of Tonkin incident (or the USS Maddox incident) is the name given to two separate confrontations, one
actual and one false, involving North Vietnam and the United States in the waters of the Gulf of Tonkin. On August
2, 1964, the destroyer USS Maddox, while performing a signals intelligence patrol as part of DESOTO operations,
engaged three North Vietnamese Navy torpedo boats of the 135th Torpedo Squadron.[] A sea battle resulted, in
which the Maddox expended over two hundred and eighty 3-inch and 5-inch shells, and in which four USN F-8
Crusader jet fighter bombers strafed the torpedo boats. One US aircraft was damaged, one 14.5 mm round hit the
destroyer, three North Vietnamese torpedo boats were damaged, and four North Vietnamese sailors were killed and
six were wounded; there were no U.S. casualties.[1]
The second Tonkin Gulf incident was originally claimed by the U.S. National Security Agency to have occurred on
August 4, 1964, as another sea battle, but instead may have involved "Tonkin Ghosts"[2] (false radar images) and not
actual NVN torpedo boat attacks.
The outcome of these two incidents was the passage by Congress of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which granted
President Lyndon B. Johnson the authority to assist any Southeast Asian country whose government was considered
to be jeopardized by "communist aggression". The resolution served as Johnson's legal justification for deploying
U.S. conventional forces and the commencement of open warfare against North Vietnam.
In 2005, an internal National Security Agency historical study was declassified; it concluded[3] that the Maddox had
engaged the North Vietnamese Navy on August 2, but that there were no North Vietnamese Naval vessels present
during the incident of August 4. The report stated regarding August 2:
At 1505G, Captain Herrick ordered Ogier's gun crews to open fire if the boats approached within ten thousand
yards. At about 1505G, the Maddox fired three rounds to warn off the communist boats. This initial action was
never reported by the Johnson administration, which insisted that the Vietnamese boats fired first.[3]
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and regarding August 4:
It is not simply that there is a different story as to what happened; it is that no attack happened that night. [...]
In truth, Hanoi's navy was engaged in nothing that night but the salvage of two of the boats damaged on
August 2.[4]

Background
Although the United States attended the Geneva Conference (1954), which was intended to end hostilities between
France and the Vietnamese at the end of the First Indochina War, it refused to sign the Geneva Accords (1954). The
Accords mandated, among other measures, a temporary ceasefire line, intended to separate Vietnamese and French
forces, and elections to determine the future political fate of the Vietnamese within two years. It also forbade the
political interference of other countries in the area, the creation of new governments without the stipulated elections,
and foreign military presence. By 1961, President Ngo Dinh Diem faced significant discontent amongst some
quarters of the southern population, including some Buddhists who were opposed to the rule of Diem's Catholic
supporters. After suppressing Vietminh political cadres who were legally campaigning between 1955 and 1959 for
the promised elections, Diem faced a growing communist-led uprising that intensified by 1961, headed by the
National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NLF or, derogatively, Viet Cong).[5]
The Gulf of Tonkin Incident occurred during the first year of the Johnson administration. While Kennedy had
originally supported the policy of sending military advisers to Vietnam, he had begun to alter his thinking due to
what he perceived to be the ineptitude of the Saigon government and its inability and unwillingness to make needed
reforms (which led to a US-supported coup which resulted in the death of Diem). Shortly before his assassination in
November 1963, Kennedy had begun a limited recall of US forces. Johnson's views were likewise complex, but he
had supported military escalation in Vietnam as a means to challenge what he perceived as the expansionist policies
of the Soviet Union. The Cold War policy of containment was to be applied to prevent the fall of Southeast Asia to
communism under the precepts of the domino theory. After Kennedy's assassination, Johnson ordered in more US
forces to support the Saigon government, beginning a protracted United States presence in Southeast Asia.
A highly classified program of covert actions against
North Vietnam known as Operation Plan 34-Alpha, in
conjunction with the DESOTO operations, had begun
under the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 1961.
In 1964 the program was transferred to the US Defense
Department and conducted by the Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam Studies and Observations Group
(SOG)[6]
For the maritime portion of the covert operation,
Tjeld-class fast patrol boats had been purchased quietly
from Norway and sent to South Vietnam. Although the
crews of the boats were South Vietnamese naval
personnel, approval for each mission conducted under
the plan came directly from Admiral U.S. Grant Sharp,
Jr., CINCPAC in Honolulu, who received his orders
Chart showing the US Navy's explanation of the Gulf of Tonkin
from the White House.[7] After the coastal attacks
incident
began, Hanoi lodged a complaint with the International
Control Commission (ICC), which had been
established in 1954 to oversee the terms of the Geneva Accords, but the US denied any involvement. Four years
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later, US Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara admitted to Congress that the US ships had in fact been
cooperating in the South Vietnamese attacks against North Vietnam. Maddox, although aware of the operations, was
not directly involved.
What was (and is) generally not considered by US politicians at the time (and by later historians) were the other
actions taken under Operations Plan 34-Alpha just prior to the incident. The night before the launching of the actions
against North Vietnamese facilities on Hòn Mê and Hòn Ngư islands, the SOG had launched a covert long-term
agent team into North Vietnam, which was promptly captured. That night (for the second evening in a row) two
flights of CIA-sponsored Laotian fighter-bombers (piloted by Thai mercenaries) attacked border outposts well within
southwestern North Vietnam. The Hanoi government (unlike the US government, which had to give permission at
the highest levels for the conduct of these missions) probably assumed that they were all a coordinated effort to
escalate military actions against North Vietnam.[8]

The incident
Daniel Ellsberg, who was on duty in the Pentagon the night of
August 4 receiving messages from the ship, reported that the ship
was on a secret electronic warfare support measures mission
(codenamed DESOTO) near Northern Vietnamese territorial
waters.[9] On July 31, 1964, USS Maddox (DD-731) had begun its
intelligence collection mission in the gulf. Captain George Stephen
Morrison (father of Doors singer Jim Morrison) was in command
of local American forces from his flagship USS Bon Homme
Richard (CVA-31). The Maddox was under orders not to approach
closer than eight miles (13 km) from the North's coast and four
miles (6 km) from Hon Nieu island.[10] When the SOG commando
raid was being carried out against Hon Nieu, the ship was 120
miles (190 km) away from the attacked area.[10]

A North Vietnamese P-4 engaging USS Maddox.

First attack
On August 2 Maddox radioed it was under attack from three North Vietnamese Navy P-4 torpedo boats 28 miles
(45 km) away from the North Vietnamese coast in international waters.[10] Maddox stated she had evaded a torpedo
attack and opened fire with its five-inch (127 mm) guns, forcing the torpedo boats away. Four USN F-8 Crusader jets
launched from the aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga (CVA-14) then attacked the retiring P-4s, claiming one was sunk
and one heavily damaged. Maddox, suffering very minor damage from a single 14.5-millimeter machine gun bullet,
retired to South Vietnamese waters where she was joined by the destroyer USS Turner Joy. The North Vietnamese
claimed that Maddox was hit by one torpedo, and one of the American aircraft had been shot down.
This account, however, has come into sharp dispute with an internal NSA historical study[3] which stated on page 17:
At 1500G, Captain Herrick (commander of the Maddox) ordered Ogier's gun crews to open fire if the boats
approached within ten thousand yards. At about 1505G, the Maddox fired three rounds to warn off the
communist boats. This initial action was never reported by the Johnson administration, which insisted that the
Vietnamese boats fired first.[3]
The Maddox when confronted, was approaching Hòn Mê Island, three to four miles (6 km) inside the twelve-mile
(19 km) limit claimed by North Vietnam. This territorial limit was unrecognized by the United States. After the
skirmish, President Johnson ordered the Maddox and Turner Joy to stage daylight runs into North Vietnamese
waters, testing the twelve-mile (19 km) limit and North Vietnamese resolve. These runs into North Vietnamese
territorial waters coincided with South Vietnamese coastal raids and were interpreted as coordinated operations by
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the North, which officially acknowledged the engagements of 2 August 1964.[11]
Others, such as Admiral Sharp, maintained that U.S. actions did not provoke the August 2 action. He claimed that
North Vietnamese radar had tracked Maddox along the coast, and was thus aware that the destroyer had not actually
attacked North Vietnam and that Hanoi (or the local commander) had ordered its craft to engage Maddox anyway.
North Vietnamese General Phùng Thế Tài later claimed that the Maddox had been tracked since July 31 and that it
had attacked fishing boats on August 2, forcing North Vietnamese Navy to "fight back."[12]
Sharp also noted that orders given to Maddox to stay eight miles (13 km) off the North Vietnamese coast put the ship
in international waters, as North Vietnam claimed only a five-mile (8 km) nautical limit as its territory (or off of its
off-shore islands). In addition, many nations had previously carried out similar missions all over the world, and the
USS John R. Craig (DD-885) had earlier conducted an intelligence-gathering mission in similar circumstances
without incident.[13]

Second alleged attack
On August 4, another DESOTO patrol off the North Vietnamese coast was launched by Maddox and the Turner Joy,
in order to "show the flag" after the first incident. This time their orders indicated that the ships were close to no
more than 11 miles (18 km) from the coast of North Vietnam.[10] During an evening and early morning of rough
weather and heavy seas, the destroyers received radar, sonar, and radio signals that they believed signaled another
attack by the North Vietnamese navy. For some two hours the ships fired on radar targets and maneuvered
vigorously amid electronic and visual reports of enemies. Despite the Navy’s claim that two attacking torpedo boats
had been sunk, there was no wreckage, bodies of dead North Vietnamese sailors, or other physical evidence present
at the scene of the alleged engagement.[14]
At 1:27am Washington time, Herrick sent a cable in which he acknowledged the attack may not have happened and
that there may actually have been no Vietnamese craft in the area: "Review of action makes many reported contacts
and torpedoes fired appear doubtful. Freak weather effects on radar and overeager sonarmen may have accounted for
many reports. No actual visual sightings by Maddox. Suggest complete evaluation before any further action
taken".[15]
One hour later, Herrick sent another cable, stating, "Entire action leaves many doubts except for apparent ambush at
beginning. Suggest thorough reconnaissance in daylight by aircraft."[16] In response to requests for confirmation, at
around 1600 Washington time, Herrick cabled, "Details of action present a confusing picture although certain that
the original ambush was bona fide."[16]
At 1800 Washington time (0500 in the Gulf of Tonkin), Herrick cabled yet again, this time stating, "the first boat to
close the Maddox probably launched a torpedo at the Maddox which was heard but not seen. All subsequent Maddox
torpedo reports are doubtful in that it is suspected that sonarman was hearing the ship's own propeller beat" [sic].[16]
Within thirty minutes of the 4 August incident, President Johnson had decided on retaliatory attacks. That same day
he used the 'hot line' to Moscow, and assured the Soviets he had no intent in opening a broader war in Vietnam.
Early on the 5 August Johnson publicly ordered retaliatory measures stating, "The determination of all Americans to
carry out our full commitment to the people and to the government of South Vietnam will be redoubled by this
outrage." One hour and forty minutes after his speech, US aircraft reached North Vietnamese targets. On the 5
August at 10:40am these planes flying from US aircraft carriers, bombed four torpedo boat bases, and an oil-storage
facility in Vinh.[17]
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United States response
President Johnson's speech to the American people
Shortly before midnight on August 4, President Johnson made a speech by radio in which he described an attack by
North Vietnamese vessels on two U.S. Navy warships, USS Maddox and USS Turner Joy and requested authority to
undertake a military response.[18][19] Johnson's speech repeated the theme that "dramatized Hanoi/Ho Chi Minh as
the aggressor and which put the U.S. into a more acceptable defensive posture."[18] Johnson also referred to the
attacks as having taken place "on the high seas," suggesting that they had occurred in international waters.[20]
He emphasized commitment to both the American people, and the South Vietnamese government. He also reminded
Americans that there was no desire for war. "A close scrutiny of Johnson's public statements...reveals no mention of
preparations for overt warfare and no indication of the nature and extent of covert land and air measures that already
were operational." Johnson's statements were short to "minimize the U.S. role in the conflict; a clear inconsistency
existed between Johnson's actions and his public discourse."[21]

Reaction from Congress
While President Johnson’s final resolution was being drafted, Senator Wayne Morse attempted to hold a fundraiser to
raise awareness about possible faulty records of the incident involving the USS Maddox. Morse supposedly received
a call from an informant who has remained anonymous urging Morse to investigate official logbooks of the
Maddox.[22] These logs were not available before President Johnson’s resolution was presented to Congress.[22]
After urging Congress that they should be wary of President Johnson’s coming attempt to convince Congress of his
resolution, Morse failed to gain enough cooperation and support from his colleagues to mount any sort of movement
to stop it.[22] Immediately after the resolution was read and presented to Congress, Morse began to fight it. He
contended in speeches to Congress that the actions taken by the United States were actions outside of the constitution
and were “acts of war rather than acts of defense."[22]
Morse’s efforts were not immediately met with support, largely because he revealed no sources and was working
with very limited information.[22] It was not until after the United States became more involved in the war that his
claim began to gain support throughout the United States government. The controversial Morse was defeated when
he ran for re-election in 1968.[23]

Distortion of the event
Evidence was still being sought on the night of August 4 when Johnson gave his address to the American public on
the incident. Messages recorded that day indicate that neither President Johnson nor McNamara was certain of an
attack.[24]
Various news sources, including Time, Life and Newsweek, ran articles throughout August on the Tonkin Gulf
incident.[25] Time reported: "Through the darkness, from the West and south…intruders boldly sped…at least six of
them… they opened fire on the destroyers with automatic weapons, this time from as close as 2,000 yards."[26] Time
stated that there was "no doubt in Sharp’s mind that the U.S. would now have to answer this attack", and that there
was no debate or confusion within the administration regarding the incident.[26]
The use of the set of incidents as a pretext for escalation of U.S. involvement follows the issuance of public threats
against North Vietnam, as well as calls from American politicians in favor of escalating the war.[27] On May 4, 1964,
William Bundy called for the U.S. to "drive the Communists out of South Vietnam", even if that meant attacking
both North Vietnam and Communist China.[27] Even so, the Johnson administration in the second half of 1964
focused on convincing the American public that there was no chance of war between North Vietnam and the U.S.[27]
North Vietnamese General Giap suggested that the DESOTO patrol had been sent into the Gulf to provoke North
Vietnam into giving an excuse for escalation of the war.[27] Various government officials and men aboard the
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Maddox have suggested similar theories.[27] American politicians and strategists had been planning provocative
actions against North Vietnam for some time. George Ball told a British journalist after the war that "at that
time…many people…were looking for any excuse to initiate bombing".[27]
Provocative action against North Vietnam was considered after the August, 1964 incidents John McNaughton
suggested in September 1964 that the U.S. prepare to take actions to provoke a North Vietnamese military reaction,
including plans to use DESOTO patrols North. William Bundy’s paper dated September 8, 1964 suggested more
DESOTO patrols as well.[27]

Consequences
US Defense Secretary Robert McNamara failed to inform US President Lyndon B. Johnson that the U.S. naval task
group commander in the Tonkin Gulf, Captain John J. Herrick, had changed his mind about the alleged North
Vietnamese torpedo attack on U.S. warships he had reported earlier that day.
By early afternoon of 4 August, Washington time, Herrick had reported to the Commander in Chief Pacific in
Honolulu that "freak weather effects" on the ship’s radar had made such an attack questionable. In fact, Herrick was
now saying, in a message sent at 1:27 pm Washington time, that no North Vietnamese patrol boats had actually been
sighted. Herrick now proposed a "complete evaluation before any further action taken."
McNamara later testified that he had read the message after his return to the Pentagon that afternoon. But he did not
immediately call Johnson to tell him that the whole premise of his decision at lunch to approve McNamara’s
recommendation for retaliatory air strikes against North Vietnam was now highly questionable. Had Johnson been
accurately informed about the Herrick message, he might have demanded fuller information before proceeding with
a broadening of the war. Johnson had fended off proposals from McNamara and other advisers for a policy of
bombing the North on four separate occasions since becoming President.[28]
President Johnson, who was up for election that year, ordered retaliatory air strikes and went on national television
on August 4. Although Maddox had been involved in providing intelligence support for South Vietnamese attacks at
Hòn Mê and Hòn Ngư, Johnson denied, in his testimony before Congress, that the U.S. Navy had supported South
Vietnamese military operations in the Gulf. He thus characterized the attack as "unprovoked" since the ship had been
in international waters.
As a result of his testimony, on August 7, Congress passed a joint resolution (H.J. RES 1145), titled the Southeast
Asia Resolution, which granted President Johnson the authority to conduct military operations in Southeast Asia
without the benefit of a declaration of war. The Resolution gave President Johnson approval "to take all necessary
steps, including the use of armed force, to assist any member or protocol state of the Southeast Asia Collective
Defense Treaty requesting assistance in defense of its freedom."

Later statements about the incident
In 1965, President Johnson commented privately: "For all I know, our Navy was shooting at whales out there." [29]
In 1981, Captain Herrick and journalist Robert Scheer re-examined Herrick's ship's log and determined that the first
torpedo report from August 4, which Herrick had maintained had occurred—the "apparent ambush"—was in fact
unfounded.[16]
Although information obtained well after the fact supported Captain Herrick's statements about the inaccuracy of the
later torpedo reports as well as the 1981 Herrick/Scheer conclusion about the inaccuracy of the first, indicating that
there was no North Vietnamese attack that night, at the time U.S. authorities and all of the Maddox crew stated that
they were convinced that an attack had taken place. As a result, planes from the carriers Ticonderoga and
Constellation were sent to hit North Vietnamese torpedo boat bases and fuel facilities during Operation Pierce
Arrow.
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Squadron commander James Stockdale was one of the U.S. pilots flying overhead during the second alleged attack.
Stockdale wrote in his 1984 book Love and War: "[I] had the best seat in the house to watch that event, and our
destroyers were just shooting at phantom targets—there were no PT boats there... There was nothing there but black
water and American fire power." Stockdale at one point recounts seeing Turner Joy pointing her guns at the
Maddox.[30] Stockdale said his superiors ordered him to keep quiet about this. After he was captured, this knowledge
became a heavy burden. He later said he was concerned that his captors would eventually force him to reveal what
he knew about the second incident.[30]
In 1995, retired Vietnamese Defense Minister Vo Nguyen Giap, meeting with former Secretary of Defense
McNamara, denied that Vietnamese gunboats had attacked American destroyers on August 4, while admitting to the
attack on August 2.[31][32] A taped conversation of a meeting several weeks after passage of the Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution was released in 2001, revealing that McNamara expressed doubts to President Johnson that the attack had
even occurred.
In the Fall of 1999, retired senior CIA engineering executive S. Eugene Poteat wrote that he was asked in early
August 1964 to determine if the radar operator's report showed a real torpedo boat attack or an imagined one. He
asked for further details on time, weather and surface conditions. No further details were forthcoming. In the end he
concluded that there were no torpedo boats on the night in question, and that the White House was interested only in
confirmation of an attack, not that there was no such attack.[33]
In the 2003 documentary The Fog of War, the former Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara admitted that the
Aug 4 attack never happened.

NSA report
In October, 2005 the New York Times reported that Robert J. Hanyok, a historian for the U.S. National Security
Agency, had concluded that the NSA deliberately distorted the intelligence reports that it had passed on to
policy-makers regarding the August 4, 1964 incident. He concluded that the motive was not political but was
probably to cover up honest intelligence errors.[34]
Hanyok's conclusions were initially published within the NSA in the Winter 2000/Spring 2001 Edition of
Cryptologic Quarterly [35], about five years before they were revealed in the Times article. According to intelligence
officials, the view of government historians that the report should become public was rebuffed by policymakers
concerned that comparisons might be made to intelligence used to justify the Iraq War (Operation Iraqi Freedom)
that commenced in 2003.[36] Reviewing the NSA's archives, Mr. Hanyok concluded that the NSA had initially
misinterpreted North Vietnamese intercepts, believing there was an attack on August 4. Midlevel NSA officials
almost immediately discovered the error, he concluded, but covered it up by altering documents, so as to make it
appear the second attack had happened.
On November 30, 2005, the NSA released the first installment of previously classified information regarding the
Gulf of Tonkin incident, including a moderately sanitized version of Mr. Hanyok's article.[3] The Hanyok article
stated that intelligence information was presented to the Johnson administration "in such a manner as to preclude
responsible decision makers in the Johnson administration from having the complete and objective narrative of
events." Instead, "only information that supported the claim that the communists had attacked the two destroyers was
given to Johnson administration officials."[4]
With regard to why this happened, Hanyok wrote:
As much as anything else, it was an awareness that President Johnson would brook no uncertainty that could
undermine his position. Faced with this attitude, Ray Cline was quoted as saying "... we knew it was bum dope
that we were getting from Seventh Fleet, but we were told only to give facts with no elaboration on the nature
of the evidence. Everyone knew how volatile LBJ was. He did not like to deal with uncertainties."[37]
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Hanyok included his study of Tonkin Gulf as one chapter of an overall history of the involvement of NSA, and
American signals intelligence (SIGINT), in the Indochina Wars. A moderately sanitized version of the overall
history[38] was released in January 2008 by the National Security Agency and published by the Federation of
American Scientists.[39]
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COINTELPRO
COINTELPRO (an acronym for Counter Intelligence Program) was a series of covert, and at times illegal,[1]
projects conducted by the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) aimed at surveying, infiltrating,
discrediting, and disrupting domestic political organizations.
The FBI has used covert operations against domestic political groups since its inception; however, covert operations
under the official COINTELPRO label took place between 1956 and 1971.[2] COINTELPRO tactics have been
alleged to include discrediting targets through psychological warfare; smearing individuals and groups using forged
documents and by planting false reports in the media; harassment; wrongful imprisonment; and illegal violence,
including assassination.[3][4][5] The FBI's stated motivation was "protecting national security, preventing violence,
and maintaining the existing social and political order."[6]
FBI records show that 85% of COINTELPRO resources targeted groups and individuals that the FBI deemed
"subversive",[7] including communist and socialist organizations; organizations and individuals associated with the
civil rights movement, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and others associated with the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Congress of
Racial Equality and other civil rights organizations; black nationalist groups; the American Indian Movement; a
broad range of organizations labeled "New Left", including Students for a Democratic Society and the Weathermen;
almost all groups protesting the Vietnam War, as well as individual student demonstrators with no group affiliation;
the National Lawyers Guild; organizations and individuals associated with the women's rights movement; nationalist
groups such as those seeking independence for Puerto Rico, United Ireland, and Cuban exile movements including
Orlando Bosch's Cuban Power and the Cuban Nationalist Movement; and additional notable Americans—even
Albert Einstein, who was a member of several civil rights groups, came under FBI surveillance during the years just
prior to COINTELPRO's official inauguration.[8] The remaining 15% of COINTELPRO resources were expended to
marginalize and subvert "white hate groups", including the Ku Klux Klan and the National States' Rights Party.[9]
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover issued directives governing COINTELPRO, ordering FBI agents to "expose, disrupt,
misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize" the activities of these movements and their leaders.[10][11] Under
Hoover, the agent in charge of COINTELPRO was William C. Sullivan.[12] Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,
although himself the target of FBI surveillance, personally authorized some of these programs.[13]

History
The FBI engaged in political repression almost from the time of the agency's inception in 1908, and antecedents to
COINTELPRO operated during the FDR and Truman administrations. Centralized operations under COINTELPRO
officially began in August 1956 with a program designed to "increase factionalism, cause disruption and win
defections" inside the Communist Party U.S.A. (CPUSA). Tactics included anonymous phone calls, IRS audits, and
the creation of documents that would divide American communists internally.[14] An October 1956 memo from
Hoover reclassified the FBI's ongoing surveillance of black leaders, including it within COINTELPRO, with the
justification that the movement was infiltrated by communists.[15] When the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) was founded in 1957, the FBI began to monitor and target the group almost immediately,
focusing particularly on Bayard Rustin, Stanley Levison, and Martin Luther King, Jr.[16]
After the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, King was singled out as a major target for
COINTELPRO. Under pressure from Hoover to focus not simply on communist infiltration of the civil rights
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movement, but on King specifically, Sullivan wrote: "In the light of King's powerful demagogic speech. . . . We
must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the most dangerous Negro of the future in this nation from the
standpoint of communism, the Negro, and national security."[17] Soon after, the FBI was systematically bugging
King's home and his hotel rooms.[18]
Amidst the urban unrest of July–August 1967, the FBI began "COINTELPRO–BLACK HATE", which focused on
King and the SCLC as well as the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and its leader, Stokely
Carmichael. BLACK HATE established the Ghetto Informant Program and instructed 23 FBI offices to "disrupt,
misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize the activities of black nationalist hate type organizations".[19] This
program coincided with a broader federal effort to prepare military responses for urban riots, and began increased
collaboration between the FBI, Central Intelligence Agency, National Security Agency, and the Department of
Defense.[20] A particular target was the Poor People's Campaign, a national effort organized by King and the SCLC
to occupy Washington, D.C. The FBI monitored and disrupted the campaign on a national level, while using targeted
smear tactics locally to undermine support for the march.[21]
COINTELPRO–NEW LEFT was created in April 1968, in the wake of King's assassination in Memphis and mass
student protests at Columbia University.[22]
The program ultimately encompassed disruption of the Socialist Workers Party (1961), the Ku Klux Klan (1964), the
Nation of Islam, the Black Panther Party (1967), and the entire New Left social/political movement, which included
antiwar, community, and religious groups (1968). A later investigation by the Senate's Church Committee (see
below) stated that "COINTELPRO began in 1956, in part because of frustration with Supreme Court rulings limiting
the Government's power to proceed overtly against dissident groups..."[23] Official congressional committees and
several court cases[24] have concluded that COINTELPRO operations against communist and socialist groups
exceeded statutory limits on FBI activity and violated constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech and
association.[1]

Program exposed
The program was successfully kept secret until 1971, when the Citizens' Commission to Investigate the FBI
burglarized an FBI field office in Media, Pennsylvania, took several dossiers, and exposed the program by passing
this information to news agencies. Many news organizations initially refused to publish the information. Within the
year, Director Hoover declared that the centralized COINTELPRO was over, and that all future counterintelligence
operations would be handled on a case-by-case basis.[25][26]
Further documents were revealed in the course of separate lawsuits filed against the FBI by NBC correspondent Carl
Stern, the Socialist Workers Party, and a number of other groups. A major investigation was launched in 1976 by the
Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities of the United States
Senate, commonly referred to as the "Church Committee" for its chairman, Senator Frank Church of Idaho.
However, millions of pages of documents remain unreleased, and many released documents have been partly, or
entirely, redacted.
Since the conclusion of centralized COINTELPRO operations in 1971, FBI counterintelligence operations have been
handled on a "case-by-case basis"; however allegations of improper political repression continue.[27][28]
In the Final Report of the Select Committee, COINTELPRO was castigated in no uncertain terms:
The Committee finds that the domestic activities of the intelligence community at times violated specific
statutory prohibitions and infringed the constitutional rights of American citizens. The legal questions
involved in intelligence programs were often not considered. On other occasions, they were intentionally
disregarded in the belief that because the programs served the "national security" the law did not apply. While
intelligence officers on occasion failed to disclose to their superiors programs which were illegal or of
questionable legality, the Committee finds that the most serious breaches of duty were those of senior officials,
who were responsible for controlling intelligence activities and generally failed to assure compliance with the
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law.[1]
Many of the techniques used would be intolerable in a democratic society even if all of the targets had been
involved in violent activity, but COINTELPRO went far beyond that...the Bureau conducted a sophisticated
vigilante operation aimed squarely at preventing the exercise of First Amendment rights of speech and
association, on the theory that preventing the growth of dangerous groups and the propagation of dangerous
ideas would protect the national security and deter violence.[23]
The Church Committee documented a history of use of the agency for purposes of political repression as far back as
World War I, through the 1920s, when agents were charged with rounding up "anarchists and revolutionaries" for
deportation, and then building from 1936 through 1976.

Intended effects
The intended effect of the FBI's COINTELPRO was to "expose, disrupt, misdirect, or otherwise neutralize" groups
that the FBI believed were "subversive"[29] by instructing FBI field operatives to[30]:
1. create a negative public image for target groups (e.g. by surveiling activists, and then releasing negative personal
information to the public)
2. break down internal organization
3.
4.
5.
6.

create dissension between groups
restrict access to public resources
restrict the ability to organize protests
restrict the ability of individuals to participate in group activities

Range of targets
In an interview with the BBC's Andrew Marr, MIT professor of linguistics and political activist Noam Chomsky
spoke about the purpose and the targets of COINTELPRO saying, "COINTELPRO was a program of subversion
carried out not by a couple of petty crooks but by the national political police, the FBI, under four administrations...
by the time it got through, I won't run through the whole story, it was aimed at the entire new left, at the women's
movement, at the whole black movement, it was extremely broad. Its actions went as far as political
assassination."[31]
According to the Church Committee:
While the declared purposes of these programs were to protect the "national security" or prevent violence,
Bureau witnesses admit that many of the targets were nonviolent and most had no connections with a foreign
power. Indeed, nonviolent organizations and individuals were targeted because the Bureau believed they
represented a "potential" for violence -- and nonviolent citizens who were against the war in Vietnam were
targeted because they gave "aid and comfort" to violent demonstrators by lending respectability to their cause.
The imprecision of the targeting is demonstrated by the inability of the Bureau to define the subjects of the
programs. The Black Nationalist program, according to its supervisor, included "a great number of
organizations that you might not today characterize as black nationalist but which were in fact primarily
black." Thus, the nonviolent Southern Christian Leadership Conference was labeled as a Black
Nationalist-"Hate Group."
Furthermore, the actual targets were chosen from a far broader group than the titles of the programs would
imply. The CPUSA program targeted not only Communist Party members but also sponsors of the National
Committee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee and civil rights leaders allegedly under
Communist influence or deemed to be not sufficiently "anti-Communist". The Socialist Workers Party
program included non-SWP sponsors of anti-war demonstrations which were cosponsored by the SWP or the
Young Socialist Alliance, its youth group. The Black Nationalist program targeted a range of organizations
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from the Panthers to SNCC to the peaceful Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and included every
Black Student Union and many other black student groups. New Left targets ranged from the SDS to the
InterUniversity Committee for Debate on Foreign Policy, from Antioch College ("vanguard of the New Left")
to the New Mexico Free University and other "alternate" schools, and from underground newspapers to
students' protesting university censorship of a student publication by carrying signs with four-letter words on
them.
Examples of surveillance, spanning all presidents from FDR to Nixon, both legal and illegal, contained in the Church
Committee report:[32]
• President Roosevelt asked the FBI to put in its files the names of citizens sending telegrams to the White House
opposing his "national defense" policy and supporting Col. Charles Lindbergh.
• President Truman received inside information on a former Roosevelt aide's efforts to influence his appointments,
labor union negotiating plans, and the publishing plans of journalists.
• President Eisenhower received reports on purely political and social contacts with foreign officials by Bernard
Baruch, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas.
• The Kennedy administration had the FBI wiretap a congressional staff member, three executive officials, a
lobbyist, and a Washington law firm. US Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy received the fruits of an FBI wire
tap on Martin Luther King, Jr. and an electronic listening device targeting a congressman, both of which yielded
information of a political nature.
• President Johnson asked the FBI to conduct "name checks" of his critics and members of the staff of his 1964
opponent, Senator Barry Goldwater. He also requested purely political intelligence on his critics in the Senate,
and received extensive intelligence reports on political activity at the 1964 Democratic Convention from FBI
electronic surveillance.
• President Nixon authorized a program of wiretaps which produced for the White House purely political or
personal information unrelated to national security, including information about a Supreme Court Justice.
The COINTELPRO documents show numerous cases of the FBI's intentions to prevent and disrupt protests against
the Vietnam War. Many techniques were used to accomplish this task. "These included promoting splits among
antiwar forces, encouraging red-baiting of socialists, and pushing violent confrontations as an alternative to massive,
peaceful demonstrations." One 1966 COINTELPRO operation attempted to redirect the Socialist Workers Party
from their pledge of support for the antiwar movement.[33]
The FBI claims that it no longer undertakes COINTELPRO or COINTELPRO-like operations. However, critics
claim that agency programs in the spirit of COINTELPRO targeted groups such as the Committee in Solidarity with
the People of El Salvador,[34] the American Indian Movement,[2][35] Earth First!,[36] the White Separatist
Movement,[37] and the Anti-Globalization Movement.

Methods
According to attorney Brian Glick in his book War at Home, the FBI used four main methods during
COINTELPRO:
1. Infiltration: Agents and informers did not merely spy on political activists. Their main purpose was to discredit
and disrupt. Their very presence served to undermine trust and scare off potential supporters. The FBI and police
exploited this fear to smear genuine activists as agents.
2. Psychological warfare: The FBI and police used myriad "dirty tricks" to undermine progressive movements. They
planted false media stories and published bogus leaflets and other publications in the name of targeted groups.
They forged correspondence, sent anonymous letters, and made anonymous telephone calls. They spread
misinformation about meetings and events, set up pseudo movement groups run by government agents, and
manipulated or strong-armed parents, employers, landlords, school officials and others to cause trouble for
activists.

80

COINTELPRO

81

3. Legal harassment: The FBI and police abused the legal system to harass dissidents and make them appear to be
criminals. Officers of the law gave perjured testimony and presented fabricated evidence as a pretext for false
arrests and wrongful imprisonment. They discriminatorily enforced tax laws and other government regulations
and used conspicuous surveillance, "investigative" interviews, and grand jury subpoenas in an effort to intimidate
activists and silence their supporters.[3]
4. Illegal force: The FBI conspired with local police departments to threaten dissidents; to conduct illegal break-ins
in order to search dissident homes; and to commit vandalism, assaults, beatings and assassinations.[3][4][5][38] The
object was to frighten, or eliminate, dissidents and disrupt their movements.
The FBI specifically developed tactics intended to heighten tension and hostility between various factions in the
black militancy movement, for example between the Black Panthers, the US Organization and the Blackstone
Rangers. This resulted in numerous deaths, among which were San Diego Black Panther Party members John
Huggins, Bunchy Carter and Sylvester Bell.[3]
The FBI also conspired with the police departments of many U.S. cities (San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Oakland, Philadelphia, Chicago) to encourage repeated raids on Black Panther homes—often with little or no
evidence of violations of federal, state, or local laws—which resulted directly in the police killing of many members
of the Black Panther Party, most notably Chicago Black Panther Party Chairman Fred Hampton on December 4,
1969.[3][4][5][39]
In order to eliminate black militant leaders whom they considered dangerous, the FBI is believed to have worked
with local police departments to target specific individuals,[40] accuse them of crimes they did not commit, suppress
exculpatory evidence and falsely incarcerate them. One Black Panther Party leader, Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt, was
incarcerated for 27 years before a California Superior Court vacated his murder conviction, ultimately freeing him.
Appearing before the court, an FBI agent testified that he believed Pratt had been framed because both the FBI and
the Los Angeles Police Department knew he had been out of the area at the time the murder occurred. [41][42]
Some sources claim that the FBI conducted more than 200 "black bag jobs",[43][44] which were warrantless
surreptitious entries, against the targeted groups and their members.[45]
In 1969 the FBI special agent in San Francisco wrote Hoover that
his investigation of the Black Panther Party (BPP) revealed that in
his city, at least, the Panthers were primarily feeding breakfast to
children. Hoover fired back a memo implying the career ambitions
of the agent were directly related to his supplying evidence to
support Hoover's view that the BPP was "a violence-prone
organization seeking to overthrow the Government by
revolutionary means".[46]
Hoover was willing to use false claims to attack his political
enemies. In one memo he wrote: "Purpose of counterintelligence
action is to disrupt the BPP and it is immaterial whether facts exist
to substantiate the charge."[47]
In one particularly controversial 1965 incident, civil rights worker
Viola Liuzzo was murdered by Ku Klux Klansmen who gave
chase and fired shots into her car after noticing that her passenger
J. Edgar Hoover
was a young black man; one of the Klansmen was acknowledged
FBI informant Gary Thomas Rowe.[48][49] Rumors were spread
that Liuzzo was a member of the Communist Party and abandoned her children to have sexual relationships with
African Americans involved in the civil rights movement.[50][51] FBI records show that J. Edgar Hoover personally
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communicated these insinuations to President Johnson.[52][53] FBI informant Rowe has also been implicated in some
of the most violent crimes of the 1960s civil rights era, including attacks on the Freedom Riders and the 1963
Birmingham, Alabama 16th Street Baptist Church bombing.[48] According to Chomsky, in another instance in San
Diego the FBI financed, armed, and controlled an extreme right-wing group of former Minutemen, transforming it
into a group called the Secret Army Organization which targeted groups, activists, and leaders involved in the
Anti-War Movement for both intimidation and violent acts.[54][55][56]
Hoover ordered preemptive action "to pinpoint potential troublemakers and neutralize them before they exercise
their potential for violence."[10][57]

Illegal surveillance
The final report of the Church Committee concluded:
Too many people have been spied upon by too many Government agencies and too much information has been
collected. The Government has often undertaken the secret surveillance of citizens on the basis of their
political beliefs, even when those beliefs posed no threat of violence or illegal acts on behalf of a hostile
foreign power. The Government, operating primarily through secret informants, but also using other intrusive
techniques such as wiretaps, microphone "bugs", surreptitious mail opening, and break-ins, has swept in vast
amounts of information about the personal lives, views, and associations of American citizens. Investigations
of groups deemed potentially dangerous -- and even of groups suspected of associating with potentially
dangerous organizations -- have continued for decades, despite the fact that those groups did not engage in
unlawful activity.
Groups and individuals have been harassed and disrupted because of their political views and their lifestyles.
Investigations have been based upon vague standards whose breadth made excessive collection inevitable.
Unsavory and vicious tactics have been employed -- including anonymous attempts to break up marriages,
disrupt meetings, ostracize persons from their professions, and provoke target groups into rivalries that might
result in deaths. Intelligence agencies have served the political and personal objectives of presidents and other
high officials. While the agencies often committed excesses in response to pressure from high officials in the
Executive branch and Congress, they also occasionally initiated improper activities and then concealed them
from officials whom they had a duty to inform.
Governmental officials -- including those whose principal duty is to enforce the law --have violated or ignored
the law over long periods of time and have advocated and defended their right to break the law.
The Constitutional system of checks and balances has not adequately controlled intelligence activities. Until
recently the Executive branch has neither delineated the scope of permissible activities nor established
procedures for supervising intelligence agencies. Congress has failed to exercise sufficient oversight, seldom
questioning the use to which its appropriations were being put. Most domestic intelligence issues have not
reached the courts, and in those cases when they have reached the courts, the judiciary has been reluctant to
grapple with them.[58][59]
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Post-COINTELPRO operations
While COINTELPRO was officially terminated in April 1971, continuing FBI actions indicate that
post-COINTELPRO reforms did not succeed in ending COINTELPRO tactics.[60][61][62] Documents released under
the FOIA show that the FBI tracked the late Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author David Halberstam for more
than two decades.[63][64]
“Counterterrorism” guidelines implemented during the Reagan administration have been described as allowing a
return to COINTELPRO tactics.[65] Some radical groups accuse factional opponents of being FBI informants or
assume the FBI is infiltrating the movement.[66]
The FBI improperly opened investigations of American activist groups, even though they were planning nothing
more than peaceful civil disobedience, according to a report by the inspector general (IG) of the U.S. Department of
Justice. The review by the inspector general was launched in response to complaints by civil liberties groups and
members of Congress. The FBI improperly monitored groups including the Thomas Merton Center, a
Pittsburgh-based peace group, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), and Greenpeace USA, an
environmental activism organization. Also, activists affiliated with Greenpeace were improperly put on a terrorist
watch list, even though they were planning no violence or illegal acitivities. The IG report found the "troubling" FBI
practices between 2001 and 2006. In some cases, the FBI conducted investigations of people affiliated with activist
groups for "factually weak" reasons. Also, the FBI extended investigations of some of the groups "without adequate
basis" and improperly kept information about activist groups in its files. The IG report also found that FBI Director
Robert Mueller III provided inaccurate congressional testimony about one of the investigations, but this inaccuracy
may have been due to his relying on what FBI officials told him.[67]
Several authors have accused the FBI of continuing to deploy COINTELPRO-like tactics against radical groups after
the official COINTELPRO operations were ended. Several authors have suggested the American Indian Movement
(AIM) has been a target of such operations. A few authors go further and allege that the federal government intended
to acquire uranium deposits on the Lakota tribe's reservation land, and that this motivated a larger government
conspiracy against AIM activists on the Pine Ridge reservation.[2][35][68][69][70] Others believe COINTELPRO
continues and similar actions are being taken against activist groups.[70][71][72]
Caroline Woidat argued that with respect to Native Americans, COINTELPRO should be understood within a
historical context in which "Native Americans have been viewed and have viewed the world themselves through the
lens of conspiracy theory."[73]
Other authors note that while some conspiracy theories related to COINTELPRO are unfounded, the issue of
ongoing government surveillance and repression is nonetheless real.[28][74]
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MKDELTA, and its associated program MKULTRA, were mind control and interrogation operations run by the
Central Intelligence Agency. Both MKULTRA and MKDELTA involved the surreptitious use of LSD and other
biochemicals in clandestine operations; MKULTRA was a domestic program whose subjects were unwitting
Canadian and U.S citizens, whereas MKDELTA was established to govern the surreptitious use of LSD and other
biochemicals abroad.
On 26 April 1976, the Church Committee of the United States Senate issued a report, "Final Report of the Select
Committee to Study Governmental Operation with Respect to Intelligence Activities",[1] In Book I, Chapter XVII, p
389 this report states:
LSD was one of the materials tested in the MKULTRA program. The final phase of LSD testing involved
surreptitious administration to unwitting non-volunteer subjects in normal life settings by undercover officers
of the Bureau of Narcotics acting for the CIA.
A special procedure, designated MKDELTA, was established to govern the use of MKULTRA materials
abroad. Such materials were used on a number of occasions. Because MKULTRA records were destroyed, it is
impossible to reconstruct the operational use of MKULTRA materials by the CIA overseas; it has been
determined that the use of these materials abroad began in 1953, and possibly as early as 1950.[2][3][4][5][6]
Drugs were used primarily as an aid to interrogations, but MKULTRA/MKDELTA materials were also used
for harassment, discrediting, or disabling purposes.[2][3][4][5][6]
In his 2009 book, A Terrible Mistake, researcher H. P. Albarelli Jr. concludes that CIA operative Frank Olson was
murdered because a personal crisis of conscience made it likely he would divulge state secrets concerning several
CIA programs, chief among them Project ARTICHOKE and an MKDELTA project code-named Project SPAN.
Albarelli presents considerable evidence in support of his theory that Project SPAN involved the contamination of
food supplies and the aerosolized spraying of a potent LSD mixture in the village of Pont-Saint-Esprit, France in
August, 1951. (The French word "pont" translates to "bridge" in English; a synonym is "span".) The
Pont-Saint-Esprit incident resulted in mass psychosis, 32 commitments to mental institutions, and at least seven
deaths. In his work as acting chief of the Special Operations Division, Olson was involved in the development of
aerosolized delivery systems; he had been present at Pont-Saint-Esprit in August, 1951; and several months before
resigning his position he had witnessed a terminal interrogation conducted in Germany under Project ARTICHOKE.
Other researchers have reached conclusions similar to Albarelli's, including John Grant Fuller, author of The Day of
Saint Anthony's Fire, a landmark book that originally cited ergot poisoning as responsible for the events at
Pont-Saint-Esprit.[7][8]
The late Ban Shigeo, a technician at the Japanese Army's 9th Technical Research Institute, left a rare and valuable
account of the activities of Noborito Research Institute which was published in "The Truth About the Army Nororito
Institute" (available only in the Japanese language "Rikugun Noborito Kenkyujo no Shinjitsu").[9] When the war
ended, the US Army quietly enlisted certain members of Noborito in its efforts against the communist camp in the
early years of the Cold War.[9] The author notes near the end of the book that Ban led the "chemical section" of a US
clandestine unit hidden within Yokosuka naval base during the Korean War, and then worked on unspecified
projects inside the United States from 1955 to 1959, before returning to Japan to enter the private sector.[9] Evidence
that Japanese continued to assist the United States Chemical and Biological warfare program efforts continued after
the Korean war into Vietnam includes a visit to Rocky Mountain Arsenal in September 1962 by Japanese delegation
I-63.[10] Among many other activities, from January 1962-October 1969, Rocky Mountain Arsenal “grew, purified
and biodemilitarized” plant pathogen Wheat Stem Rust (Agent TX), Puccinia graminis, var. tritici, for the Air Force
biological anti-crop program. TX-treated grain was grown at the Arsenal from 1962-1968 in Sections 23-26.
Unprocessed TX was also transported from Beale AFB for purification, storage, and disposal.[11] Trichothecenes
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Mycotoxin is a toxin that can be extracted from Wheat Stem Rust and Rice Blast and can kill or incapacitate
depending on the concentration used. The “red mold disease” of wheat and barley in Japan is prevalent in the region
that faces the Pacific Ocean. Toxic trichothecenes, including nivalenol, deoxynivalenol, and monoace tylnivalenol
(fusarenon- X) from Fusarium nivale, can be isolated from moldy grains. In the suburbs of Tokyo, an illness similar
to “red mold disease” was described in an outbreak of a food borne disease, as a result of the consumption of
Fusarium- infected rice. Ingestion of moldy grains that are contaminated with trichothecenes has been associated
with mycotoxicosis.[12]

Popular culture
• M.K.DELTA is the name of a track about mind control by the UK band Subgenerates.
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Rex 84
Rex 84, short for Readiness Exercise 1984, was a secretive "scenario and drill" developed by the United States
federal government to suspend the United States Constitution, declare martial law, place military commanders in
charge of state and local governments, and detain large numbers of American citizens who are deemed to be
"national security threats", in the event that the President declares a "State of National Emergency". The plan states
events causing such a declaration would be widespread U.S. opposition to a U.S. military invasion abroad, such as if
the United States were to directly invade Central America.[1][2][3][4][5] To combat what the government perceived as
"subversive activities", the plan also authorized the military to direct ordered movements of civilian populations at
state and regional levels.[6]
Rex 84 was written by Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North, who was both National Security Council White House
Aide, and NSC liaison to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and John Brinkerhoff, the deputy
director of "national preparedness" programs for the FEMA. They patterned the plan on a 1970 report written by
FEMA chief Louis Giuffrida, at the Army War College, which proposed the detention of up to 21 million "American
Negroes", if there were a black militant uprising in the United States.[1][7] Existence of a master military contingency
plan (of which REX-84 was a part), "Garden Plot" and a similar earlier exercise, "Lantern Spike", were originally
revealed by journalist Ron Ridenhour, who summarized his findings in an article in CounterSpy.[8]
Transcripts from the Iran-Contra Hearings in 1987 record the following dialogue between Congressman Jack
Brooks, Oliver North's attorney Brendan Sullivan and Senator Daniel Inouye, the Democratic Chair of the joint
Senate-House Committee:[9]
[Congressman Jack] Brooks: Colonel North, in your work at the N.S.C. were you not assigned, at one time,
to work on plans for the continuity of government in the event of a major disaster?
Brendan Sullivan [North's counsel, agitatedly]: Mr. Chairman?
[Senator Daniel] Inouye: I believe that question touches upon a highly sensitive and classified area so may I
request that you not touch upon that?
Brooks: I was particularly concerned, Mr. Chairman, because I read in Miami papers, and several others, that
there had been a plan developed, by that same agency, a contingency plan in the event of emergency, that
would suspend the American constitution. And I was deeply concerned about it and wondered if that was an
area in which he had worked. I believe that it was and I wanted to get his confirmation.
Inouye: May I most respectfully request that that matter not be touched upon at this stage. If we wish to get
into this, I'm certain arrangements can be made for an executive session.
Exercises similar to Rex 84 have happened in the past.[10] For example, from 1967 to 1971 the FBI kept a list of over
100,000 persons to be rounded up as subversive, dubbed the "ADEX" list.[11]
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(http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/07/27/1027497418339.html)
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Project ARTICHOKE
Project ARTICHOKE (also referred to as Operation
ARTICHOKE) was a CIA project that researched interrogation
methods and arose from Project BLUEBIRD on August 20, 1951,
run by the CIA's Office of Scientific Intelligence.[1] A
memorandum by Richard Helms to CIA director Allen Welsh
Dulles indicated Artichoke became Project MKULTRA on April
13, 1953.[2]
The project studied hypnosis, forced morphine addiction (and
subsequent forced withdrawal), and the use of other chemicals,
among other methods, to produce amnesia and other vulnerable
states in subjects.
ARTICHOKE was an offensive program of mind control that
gathered information together with the intelligence divisions of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, and FBI. In addition, the scope of the
project was outlined in a memo dated January 1952 that stated,
"Can we get control of an individual to the point where he will do
our bidding against his will and even against fundamental laws of
nature, such as self-preservation?"[3][4][5][6][7]

Declassified pages of ARTICHOKE-MKULTRA

Project ARTICHOKE

Footnotes
[1] Science, Technology and the CIA (http:/ / www. gwu. edu/ ~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB54/ )
[2] Church Committee; p. 390 (http:/ / www. aarclibrary. org/ publib/ church/ reports/ book1/ html/ ChurchB1_0199b. htm) "MKULTRA was
approved by the DCI [Director of Central Intelligence] on April 13, 1953"
[3] Estabrooks, G.H. Hypnosis comes of age. Science Digest, 44-50, April 1971
[4] Gillmor, D. I Swear By Apollo. Dr. Ewen Cameron and the CIA-Brainwashing Experiments. Montreal: Eden press, 1987.
[5] Scheflin, A.W., & Opton, E.M. The Mind manipulators. New York: Paddington Press, 1978.
[6] Thomas, G. Journey into Madness. The Secret Story of Secret CIA Mind Control and Medical Abuse. New York: Bantam, 1989 (paperback
1990).
[7] Weinstein, H. Psychiatry and the CIA: Victims of Mind Control. Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Press, 1990.
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External links
• Transcriptions of Declassified Project ARTICHOKE Documents (http://freegovreports.com/index.
php?option=com_content&view=category&id=10&Itemid=16) Copy (http://web.archive.org/web/
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Itemid=16) on Internet Archive.
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Project MKOFTEN
Project MKOFTEN was a covert Department of Defense program developed in conjunction with the CIA. A
partner program to MKSEARCH, the goal of MKOFTEN was to "test the behavioral and toxicological effects of
certain drugs on animals and humans".[1]
According to author Gordon Thomas' 2007 book, Secrets and Lies, the CIA's Operation Often was also initiated by
the chief of the CIA's Technical Services Branch, Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, to "explore the world of black magic" and
"harness the forces of darkness and challenge the concept that the inner reaches of the mind are beyond reach". As
part of Operation Often, Dr. Gottlieb and other CIA employees visited with and recruited fortune-tellers,
palm-readers, clairvoyants, astrologists, mediums, psychics, specialists in demonology, witches and warlocks,
Satanists, other occult practitioners, and more.[2]
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Operation Dormouse
Operation Dormouse was a covert operation launched in 1975 by the CIA to divert attention from Project
Artichoke[1] and direct it to Project MKULTRA. [2]

Project Artichoke and Operation Dormouse
Recently released documents show that although the actions due to of MKULTRA received most of the attention and
public outrage over CIA mind control programs, the earliest and most influential roots in fact were found in the
CIA's Project Artichoke.
This was the outcome planned by the CIA when it created Operation Dormouse. It operated out of the CIA's Security
Research branch, and was launched as the 1975 Rockefeller Commission report and the subsequent Congressional
hearings into CIA illegal activities chaired by Senators Frank Church and Teddy Kennedy started.
The idea was that by exposing the MKULTRA program by essentially offering it to the press, any investigative
attempts into the Project Artichoke would be diverted.[3]
In his 2009 book, A Terrible Mistake: The Murder of Frank Olson and the CIA's Secret Cold War Experiments, H.
P. Albarelli documents some of the atrocities of the project including terminal interrogations conducted in Germany
under Project ARTICHOKE .[4]

Participants
Among other participants, Dick Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld have been specifically implicated in Operation
Dormouse, working with the CIA to suppress information on Artichoke from surfacing.[5][6]
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1953 Iranian coup d'état
Part of Abadan Crisis

Iranian soldiers surround the parliament building in Tehran
Date

15–19 August 1953

Location

Iran

Outcomes Overthrow of Iranian Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh. Formation of a military government under
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi headed by General Fazlollah Zahedi. Restoration of absolute monarchy. Blowback leading
to long term deterioration of Iran – United States relations.

Participants
Supporters of M. Reza Pahlavi
CIA
MI6

Supporters of Mosaddegh
National Front

Commanders and leaders
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
Fazlollah Zahedi
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Allen Dulles
Winston Churchill

Mohammad Mosaddegh
Hossein Fatemi
Karim Sanjabi

Casualties and losses
[1]

300

[2]

– 800

killed

The 1953 Iranian coup d'état (known in Iran as the 28 Mordad coup[3]) was the overthrow of the democratically
elected government of Iran, and its head of government Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh on 19 August 1953,
orchestrated by the intelligence agencies of the United Kingdom (under the name 'Operation Boot') and the United
States (under the name TPAJAX Project).[4][5] The coup saw the transition of Mohammad-Rezā Shāh Pahlavi from
a constitutional monarch to an authoritarian one who relied heavily on United States support to hold on to power
until his own overthrow in February 1979.[6]
In 1951, Iran's oil industry was nationalized with near-unanimous support of Iran's parliament in a bill introduced by
Mossadegh who led the nationalist parliamentarian faction. Iran's oil had been controlled by the British-owned
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC), now known as BP.[7] Popular discontent with the AIOC began in the late
1940s, a large segment of Iran's public and a number of politicians saw the company as exploitative and a vestige of
British imperialism.[8] Despite Mosaddegh's popular support, Britain was unwilling to negotiate its single most
valuable foreign asset, and instigated a worldwide boycott of Iranian oil to pressure Iran economically.[9] Initially,
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Britain mobilized its military to seize control of the Abadan oil refinery, the world's largest, but Prime Minister
Clement Attlee opted instead to tighten the economic boycott[10] while using Iranian agents to undermine
Mosaddegh's government.[11] With a change to more conservative governments in both Britain and the United States,
Churchill and the U.S. Eisenhower administration decided to overthrow Iran's government though the predecessor
U.S. Truman administration had opposed a coup.[12] Classified documents show British intelligence officials played
a pivotal role in initiating and planning the coup, and that Washington and London shared an interest in maintaining
control over Iranian oil.[13]
Britain and the U.S. selected Fazlollah Zahedi to be the prime minister of a military government that was to replace
Mosaddegh's government. Subsequently, a royal decree dismissing Mosaddegh and appointing Zahedi was drawn up
by the coup plotters and signed by the Shah. The Central Intelligence Agency had successfully pressured the weak
monarch to participate in the coup, while bribing street thugs, clergy, politicians and Iranian army officers to take
part in a propaganda campaign against Mosaddegh and his government.[14] At first, the coup appeared to be a failure
when on the night of 15–16 August, Imperial Guard Colonel Nematollah Nassiri was arrested while attempting to
arrest Mosaddegh. The Shah fled the country the next day. On 19 August, a pro-Shah mob, paid by the CIA,
marched on Mosaddegh's residence.[15] According to the CIA's declassified documents and records, some of the
most feared mobsters in Tehran were hired by the CIA to stage pro-Shah riots on 19 August. Other CIA-paid men
were brought into Tehran in buses and trucks, and took over the streets of the city.[16] Between 300[17] and 800
people were killed during and as a direct result of the conflict.[2] Mosaddegh was arrested, tried and convicted of
treason by the Shah's military court. On 21 December 1953, he was sentenced to three years in jail, then placed under
house arrest for the remainder of his life.[18][19][20] Mosaddegh's supporters were rounded up, imprisoned, tortured or
executed.
After the coup, Pahlavi ruled as an authoritarian monarch for the next 26 years, until he was overthrown in a popular
revolt in 1979.[21] The tangible benefits the United States reaped from overthrowing Iran's elected government
included a share of Iran's oil wealth[22] as well as resolute prevention of the possibility that the Iranian government
might align itself with the Soviet Union, although the latter motivation produces controversy among historians.
Washington continually supplied arms to the unpopular Shah, and the CIA-trained SAVAK, his repressive secret
police force. The coup is widely believed to have significantly contributed to anti-American sentiment in Iran and
the Middle East. The 1979 Iranian Revolution deposed the Shah and replaced the pro-Western royal dictatorship
with the largely anti-Western Islamic Republic of Iran.[23]

Background
19th century
Throughout the 19th century, Iran was caught between two advancing imperial powers, Russia, which was
expanding southward into the Caucasus and central Asia, and Britain, which sought to dominate the Persian Gulf, the
Red Sea, and India. Between 1801 and 1814 Iran signed treaties with Britain and France with an eye toward blocking
Russian expansion. After two wars with czarist Russia, from 1804–13 and 1826–28, Iran ceded large tracts of
territory to Russia, establishing the modern boundaries between those countries. Britain fought a war with Iran over
Afghanistan in 1856–57 after which Afghanistan became independent. In 1892, the British diplomat George Curzon
described Iran as "pieces on a chessboard upon which is being played out a game for the dominion of the world.[24]
In 1872, a representative of Baron Paul Reuter, founder of the news agency, met with Naser al-Din Shah Qajar and
agreed to fund the Persian monarch's upcoming lavish visit to Europe in return for broadly worded concessions in
Persia,[25] which was the country name through the centuries until 1935 when Reza Shah renamed it Iran. The
concession the Shah had given to Reuter was never put into effect because of violent opposition from the Persian
people and from Russia.[26]
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Early petroleum development
In 1901, Mozzafar al-Din Shah Qajar, the Shah of Persia, granted a 60-year petroleum search concession to William
Knox D'Arcy.[27] D'Arcy paid £20,000, according to journalist-turned-historian Stephen Kinzer, and promised equal
ownership shares, with 16% of any future net profit, as calculated by the company.[28] However, the historian L.P.
Elwell-Sutton wrote, in 1955, that "Persia's share was "hardly spectacular" and no money changed hands.
The (Persian) government was promised 20,000 British pounds in cash and 20,000 in shares in the first
company to be formed by the concessionaire. In addition it was to receive 16 per cent of the profits
made by this or any other company concerned in the concession. As it turned out D'Arcy did not even
have to put his hand in his pocket. The First Exploitation Company was duly formed on 21 May 1903,
with an issued capital of 500,000 British pounds in 1 pound shares, 30,000 of which were presented to
the Shah and 20,000 to other "leading personalities". The additional 30,000 in shares was felt to be
adequate to take the place of the promised 20,000 pounds in cash, and so no cash payment was ever
made. The remainder of the shares were issued in London.[29]
On 31 July 1907, D'Arcy withdrew from his private holdings in Persia. "A new agreement was signed under which
he transferred to the Burmah Oil Company all his shares in the First Exploitation Company, and with them his last
direct interest in the exploitation of oil in Persia."[30] D'Arcy received 203,067 British pounds in cash (more than ten
times what the Persian monarch was supposed to have received in cash for the concession) and D'Arcy received
900,000 shares in the Burmah Oil Company, which the historian Elwell-Sutton declared was "a large sum."[30]
In early 1908, the British-owned Burmah Oil Company decided to end its exploration for oil in Persia but on 26
May, oil came in at a depth of 1,180 feet (360 m), "a gusher that shot fifty feet or more above the top of the rig,"
Elwell-Sutton wrote. "So began the industry that was to see the Royal Navy through two world wars, and to cause
Persia more trouble than all the political manoeuvrings of the great powers put together."[31]
The company grew slowly until World War I, when Persia's strategic importance led the British government to buy a
controlling share in the company, essentially nationalizing British oil production in Iran. It became the Royal Navy's
chief fuel source during the war.
The British angered Iranians by intervening in Iranian domestic affairs including in the Persian Constitutional
Revolution (the transition from dynastic to parliamentary government).[32][33][34]

Post-World War I
The Persians were dissatisfied with the royalty terms of the British petroleum concession, the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company (APOC), whereby Persia received 16% of net profits.[35]
In 1921, a military coup d'état—"widely believed to be a British attempt to enforce, at least, the spirit of the
Anglo-Persian agreement" effected with the "financial and logistical support of British military
personnel"—permitted the political emergence of Reza Pahlavi, whom they enthroned as the "Shah of Iran" in 1925.
The Shah modernized Persia to the advantage of the British; one result was the Persian Corridor railroad for British
military and civil transport during World War II.[36]
In the 1930s, the Shah tried to terminate the APOC concession, but Britain would not allow it. The concession was
renegotiated on terms again favorable to the British. On 21 March 1935, Pahlavi changed the name of the country
from Persia to Iran. The Anglo-Persian Oil Company was then renamed the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC).[37]
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World War II
In 1941, after the Nazi invasion of the USSR, the British and Commonwealth of Nations forces and the Red Army
invaded Iran, to secure petroleum (cf. Persian Corridor) for the Soviet Union's effort against the Nazis on the Eastern
Front and for the British elsewhere. Britain and the USSR deposed and exiled the pro-Nazi Shah Reza, and
enthroned his 22-year-old son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, as the Shah of Iran.
The British secured the oilfields and the seaports.[38]
During the war, Iran was used as a conduit for materiel to the USSR. US forces also entered the country replacing
the British in operating the southern part of the Trans-Iranian Railway.

Post-World War II
The western Allies withdrew from Iran after the end of the war. The Soviet Union remained and sponsored two
"People's Democratic Republic"s within Iran's borders. The resulting crisis was resolved through diplomatic efforts
in the new United Nations and US support for the Iranian army to reassert control over the breakaway areas. The
Soviet-Iranian oil agreement was not ratified.
After the war, nationalist leaders in Iran became influential by seeking a reduction in long-term foreign interventions
in their country—especially the oil concession which was very profitable for Britain and not very profitable to Iran.
The British-controlled AIOC refused to allow its books to be audited to determine whether the Iranian government
was being paid what had been promised. British intransigence irked the Iranian population.
U.S. objectives in the Middle East remained the same between 1947 and 1952 but its strategy changed. Washington
remained "publicly in solidarity and privately at odds" with Britain, its World War II ally. Britain's empire was
steadily weakening, and with an eye on international crises, the U.S. re-appraised its interests and the risks of being
identified with British colonial interests. "In Saudi Arabia, to Britain's extreme disapproval, Washington endorsed
the arrangement between ARAMCO and Saudi Arabia in the 50/50 accord that had reverberations throughout the
region."[39]
Britain faced the newly elected nationalist government in Iran where Mossadegh, with strong backing of the Iranian
parliament, demanded more favorable concessionary arrangements, which Britain vigorously opposed.[39]
The U.S. State Department not only rejected Britain's demand that it continue to be the primary beneficiary of
Iranian oil reserves but "U.S. international oil interests were among the beneficiaries of the concessionary
arrangements that followed nationalization."[40]
U.S. reluctance to overthrow Prime Minister Mossadegh in 1951, when he was elected, faded 28 months later when
Dwight D. Eisenhower was in the White House and John Foster Dulles took the helm at the State Department.
"Anglo-American cooperation on that occasion brought down the Iranian prime minister and reinstated a
U.S.-backed shah."[40]
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1950s
In 1951, the AIOC's resistance to re-negotiating their petroleum
concession—and increasing the royalty paid to Iran—created popular
support for nationalising the company. In March, the pro-Western PM
Ali Razmara was assassinated; the next month, the parliament
legislated the petroleum industry's nationalisation, by creating the
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC). This legislation was guided by
the Western-educated Dr. Mohammad Mosaddegh, then a member of
the Iranian parliament and leader of the nationalisation movement; by
May, the Shah had appointed Mosaddegh Prime Minister.
Prime minister Mohammad Mosaddegh shaking

Mohammad Mosaddegh attempted to negotiate with the AIOC, but the
hands with Mohammad-Rezā Shāh Pahlavi
company rejected his proposed compromise. Mosaddegh's plan, based
on the 1948 compromise between the Venezuelan Government of Romulo Gallegos and Creole Petroleum,[41] would
divide the profits from oil 50/50 between Iran and Britain. Against the recommendation of the United States, Britain
refused this proposal and began planning to undermine and overthrow the Iranian government.[42]
That summer, American diplomat Averell Harriman went to Iran to negotiate an Anglo-Iranian compromise, asking
the Shah's help; his reply was that "in the face of public opinion, there was no way he could say a word against
nationalisation".[43] Harriman held a press conference in Tehran, calling for reason and enthusiasm in confronting
the "nationalisation crisis". As soon as he spoke, a journalist rose and shouted: "We and the Iranian people all
support Premier Mosaddegh and oil nationalisation!" Everyone present began cheering and then marched out of the
room; the abandoned Harriman shook his head in dismay.[43]
The National Iranian Oil Company suffered decreased production, because of Iranian inexperience and the AIOC's
orders that British technicians not work with them, thus provoking the Abadan Crisis that was aggravated by the
Royal Navy's blockading its export markets to pressure Iran to not nationalise its petroleum. The Iranian revenues
were greater, because the profits went to Iran's national treasury rather than to private, foreign oil companies. By
September 1951, the British had virtually ceased Abadan oil field production, forbidden British export to Iran of key
British commodities (including sugar and steel),[44] and had frozen Iran's hard currency accounts in British banks.[45]
The United Kingdom took its anti-nationalisation case against Iran to the International Court of Justice at The
Hague; PM Mosaddegh said the world would learn of a "cruel and imperialistic country" stealing from a "needy and
naked people". Representing the AIOC, the UK lost its case. In August 1952, Iranian Prime Minister Mosaddegh
invited an American oil executive to visit Iran and the Truman administration welcomed the invitation. However, the
suggestion upset British Prime Minister Winston Churchill who insisted that the U.S. not undermine his campaign to
isolate Mosaddegh: "Britain was supporting the Americans in Korea, he reminded Truman, and had a right to expect
Anglo-American unity on Iran."[46]
In mid-1952, Britain's boycott of Iranian oil was devastatingly effective. British agents in Tehran "worked to
subvert" the government of Mosaddegh, who sought help from President Truman and then the World Bank but to no
avail. "Iranians were becoming poorer and unhappier by the day" and Mosaddegh's political coalition was fraying.
In the Majlis election in the spring of 1952, Mosaddegh "had little to fear from a free vote, since despite the country's
problems, he was widely admired as a hero. A free vote, however, was not what others were planning. British agents
had fanned out across the country, bribing candidates, and the regional bosses who controlled them. They hoped to
fill the Majlis with deputies who would vote to depose Mosaddegh. It would be a coup carried out by seemingly
legal means."[47]
While the National Front, which often supported Mosaddegh won handily in the big cities, there was no one to
monitor voting in the rural areas. Violence broke out in Abadan and other parts of the country where elections were
hotly contested. Faced with having to leave Iran for The Hague where Britain was suing for control of Iranian oil,
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Mossadegh's cabinet voted to postpone the remainder of the election until after the return of the Iranian delegation
from The Hague.[48]
By mid-1953 a mass of resignations by Mossadegh's parliamentary supporters reduced parliament below its quorum.
A referendum to dissolve parliament and give the prime minister power to make law was submitted to voters, and it
passed with 99.9 percent approval, 2,043,300 votes to 1300 votes against.[49]
While Mosaddegh dealt with political challenge, he faced another that most Iranians considered far more urgent. The
British blockade of Iranian seaports meant that Iran was left without access to markets where it could sell its oil. The
embargo had the effect of causing Iran to spiral into bankruptcy. Tens of thousands had lost their jobs at the Abadan
refinery, and although most understood and passionately supported the idea of nationalisation, they naturally hoped
that Mosaddegh would find a way to put them back to work. The only way he could do that was to sell oil."[50]
Worried about Britain's other interests in Iran, and believing that Iran's nationalism was Soviet-backed, Britain
persuaded Secretary of State John Foster Dulles that Iran was falling to the Soviets—effectively exploiting the
American Cold War mindset. While President Harry S. Truman was busy fighting a war in Korea, he did not agree to
overthrow the government of Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh. However, in 1953, when Dwight D.
Eisenhower became president, the UK convinced him to a joint coup d'état.[35]

U.S. role
Execution of Operation Ajax
Having obtained the Shah's concurrence, the CIA executed the coup.[51] Firmans (royal decrees) dismissing
Mosaddegh and appointing Zahedi were drawn up by the coup plotters and signed by the Shah. On Saturday 15
August, Colonel Nematollah Nassiri, the commander of the Imperial Guard, delivered to Mosaddegh a firman from
the Shah dismissing him. Mosaddegh, who had been warned of the plot (probably by the Tudeh party) rejected the
firman as a forgery and had Nassiri arrested.[52] Mosaddegh argued at his trial after the coup that under the Iranian
constitutional monarchy, the Shah had no constitutional right to issue an order for the elected Prime Minister's
dismissal without Parliament's consent.[53] The action was publicized within Iran by the CIA and in the United States
by The New York Times. The Shah, fearing a popular backlash, fled to Rome, Italy. After a short exile in Italy, the
CIA completed the coup against Mossadegh,[51] and returned the Shah to Iran. Alan Dulles, the director of the CIA,
flew back with the Shah from Rome to Teheran.[54] Gen. Zahedi replaced the deposed Prime Minister Mosaddegh,
who was arrested, tried, and originally sentenced to death.[55][56] Mosaddegh's sentence was commuted to three
years' solitary confinement in a military prison, followed by house arrest until his death.[57]
As a condition for restoring the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, the U.S. required removal of the AIOC's monopoly;
five American petroleum companies, Royal Dutch Shell, and the Compagnie Française des Pétroles, were to draw
Iran's petroleum after the successful coup d'état—Operation Ajax.
As part of that, the CIA organized anti-Communist guerrillas to fight the Tudeh Party if they seized power in the
chaos of Operation Ajax.[58] Per released National Security Archive documents, Undersecretary of State Walter
Bedell Smith reported that the CIA had agreed with Qashqai tribal leaders, in south Iran, to establish a clandestine
safe haven from which U.S.-funded guerrillas and spies could operate.[58][59]
Operation Ajax's formal leader was senior CIA officer Kermit Roosevelt, Jr., while career agent Donald Wilber was
the operational leader, planner, and executor of the deposition of PM Mosaddegh. The coup d'état depended on the
impotent Shah's dismissing the popular and powerful Prime Minister and replacing him with Gen. Fazlollah Zahedi,
with help from Col. Abbas Farzanegan—a man agreed upon by the British and Americans after determining his
anti-Soviet politics.[59]
The CIA sent Major general Norman Schwarzkopf, Sr. to persuade the exiled Shah to return to rule Iran.
Schwarzkopf trained the security forces that would become known as SAVAK to secure the shah's hold on
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power.[60]

The coup and CIA records
The coup was carried out by the U.S. administration of Dwight D. Eisenhower in a covert action advocated by
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, and implemented under the supervision of his brother Allen Dulles, the
Director of Central Intelligence.[61] The coup was organized by the United States' CIA and the United Kingdom's
MI6, two spy agencies that aided royalists and royalist elements of the Iranian army.[62]
According to a heavily redacted CIA document[63] released to the National Security Archive in response to a
Freedom of Information request, "Available documents do not indicate who authorized CIA to begin planning the
operation, but it almost certainly was President Eisenhower himself. Eisenhower biographer Stephen Ambrose has
written that the absence of documentation reflected the President's style."
The CIA document then quotes from the Ambrose biography of Eisenhower:
Before going into the operation, Ajax had to have the approval of the President. Eisenhower participated in
none of the meetings that set up Ajax; he received only oral reports on the plan; and he did not discuss it with
his Cabinet or the NSC. Establishing a pattern he would hold to throughout his Presidency, he kept his
distance and left no documents behind that could implicate the President in any projected coup. But in the
privacy of the Oval Office, over cocktails, he was kept informed by Foster Dulles, and he maintained a tight
control over the activities of the CIA.[64]
CIA officer Kermit Roosevelt, Jr., the grandson of former President Theodore Roosevelt, carried out the operation
planned by CIA agent Donald Wilber. One version of the CIA history, written by Wilber, referred to the operation as
TPAJAX.[65][66]
During the coup, Roosevelt and Wilber, representatives of the Eisenhower administration, bribed Iranian government
officials, reporters, and businessmen. They also bribed street thugs to support the Shah and oppose Mosaddegh.[67]
The deposed Iranian leader, Mosaddegh, was taken to jail and Iranian General Fazlollah Zahedi named himself
prime minister in the new, pro-western government.
Iranian fascists and Nazis played prominent roles in the coup
regime. Gen. Fazlollah Zahedi, who had been arrested and
imprisoned by the British during World War II for his attempt to
establish a pro-Nazi government, was made Prime Minister on
19 August 1953. The CIA gave Zahedi about $100,000 before
the coup and an additional $5 million the day after the coup to
help consolidate support for the coup.
Bahram Shahrokh, a trainee of Joseph Goebbels and Berlin
Radio's Persian-language program announcer during the Nazi
rule, became director of propaganda. Mr. Sharif-Emami, who
also had spent some time in jail for his pro-Nazi activities in the
1940s, assumed several positions after 1953 coup, including
Secretary General of the Oil Industry, President of the Senate,
and Prime Minister (twice). [68][69]
The British and American spy agencies returned the monarchy to Iran
by installing the pro-western Mohammad Reza Pahlavi on the throne
where his rule lasted 26 years. Pahlavi was overthrown in 1979.[35][70] Masoud Kazemzadeh, associate professor of
political science at the Sam Houston State University, wrote that Pahlavi was directed by the CIA and MI6, and
assisted by high-ranking Shia clerics.[71] He wrote that the coup employed mercenaries including "prostitutes and
thugs" from Tehran's red light district.[71]
Fazlollah Zahedi
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The overthrow of Iran's elected government in 1953 ensured Western control of Iran's petroleum resources and
prevented the Soviet Union from competing for Iranian oil.[72][73][74][75] Some Iranian clerics cooperated with the
western spy agencies because they were dissatisfied with Mosaddegh's secular government.[67]
While the broad outlines of the Iran operation are known: the agency led a coup in 1953 that re-installed the
pro-American Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to the throne, where he remained until overthrown in 1979. "But the
C.I.A.'s records were widely thought by historians to have the potential to add depth and clarity to a famous but
little-documented intelligence operation," reporter Tim Weiner wrote in The New York Times 29 May 1997[76]
"The Central Intelligence Agency, which has repeatedly pledged for more than five years to make public the files
from its secret mission to overthrow the government of Iran in 1953, said today that it had destroyed or lost almost
all the documents decades ago."[76][77][78]
"A historian who was a member of the C.I.A. staff in 1992 and 1993 said in an interview today that the records
were obliterated by 'a culture of destruction' at the agency. The historian, Nick Cullather, said he believed that
records on other major cold war covert operations had been burned, including those on secret missions in
Indonesia in the 1950s and a successful C.I.A.-sponsored coup in Guyana in the early 1960s.
'Iran—there's nothing', Mr. Cullather said. 'Indonesia—very little. Guyana—that was burned.'"[76]
Donald Wilber, one of the CIA officers who planned the 1953 coup in Iran, wrote an account titled, Clandestine
Service History Overthrow of Premier Mossadeq of Iran: November 1952 – August 1953. Wilber said one goal of
the coup was to strengthen the Shah.
In 2000, James Risen at The New York Times obtained the previously secret CIA version of the coup written by
Wilber and summarized[79] its contents, which includes the following.
In early August, the C.I.A. stepped up the pressure. Iranian operatives pretending to be Communists threatened
Muslim leaders with savage punishment if they opposed Mossadegh, seeking to stir anti-Communist sentiment
in the religious community.
In addition, the secret history says, the house of at least one prominent Muslim was bombed by C.I.A. agents
posing as Communists. It does not say whether anyone was hurt in this attack.
The agency was also intensifying its propaganda campaign. A leading newspaper owner was granted a
personal loan of about $45,000, in the belief that this would make his organ amenable to our purposes.
But the shah remained intransigent. In an 1 August meeting with General Norman Schwarzkopf, he refused to
sign the C.I.A.-written decrees firing Mr. Mossadegh and appointing General Zahedi. He said he doubted that
the army would support him in a showdown.
The National Security Archive at George Washington University contains the full account by Wilber, along with
many other coup-related documents and analysis.[80][81]
In a January 1973 telephone conversation made public in 2009, U.S. President Richard Nixon told CIA Director
Richard Helms, who was awaiting Senate confirmation to become the new U.S. Ambassador to Iran, that Nixon
wanted Helms to be a "regional ambassador" to Persian Gulf oil states, and noted that Helms had been a schoolmate
of Shah Reza Pahlavi.[82]
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U.S. motives
Historians disagree on what motivated the United States to change its policy towards Iran and stage the coup. Middle
East historian Ervand Abrahamian identified the coup d'état as "a classic case of nationalism clashing with
imperialism in the Third World". He states that Secretary of State Dean Acheson admitted the "'Communist threat'
was a smokescreen" in responding to President Eisenhower's claim that the Tudeh party was about to assume
power.[83]
Throughout the crisis, the "communist danger" was more of a rhetorical device than a real issue—i.e. it
was part of the cold-war discourse ...The Tudeh was no match for the armed tribes and the 129,000-man
military. What is more, the British and Americans had enough inside information to be confident that
the party had no plans to initiate armed insurrection. At the beginning of the crisis, when the Truman
administration was under the impression a compromise was possible, Acheson had stressed the
communist danger, and warned if Mosaddegh was not helped, the Tudeh would take over. The (British)
Foreign Office had retorted that the Tudeh was no real threat. But, in August 1953, when the Foreign
Office echoed the Eisenhower administration's claim that the Tudeh was about to take over, Acheson
now retorted that there was no such communist danger. Acheson was honest enough to admit that the
issue of the Tudeh was a smokescreen.[83]
Abrahamian states that Iran's oil was the central focus of the coup, for both the British and the Americans, though
"much of the discourse at the time linked it to the Cold War".[84] Abrahamian wrote, "If Mosaddegh had succeeded
in nationalizing the British oil industry in Iran, that would have set an example and was seen at that time by the
Americans as a threat to U.S. oil interests throughout the world, because other countries would do the same."[84]
Mosaddegh did not want any compromise solution that allowed a degree of foreign control. Abrahamian said that
Mosaddegh "wanted real nationalization, both in theory and practice".[84]
Tirman points out that agricultural land owners were politically dominant in Iran, well into the 1960s and the
monarch, Reza Pahlevi's aggressive land expropriation policies—to the benefit of himself and his
supporters—resulted in the Iranian government being Iran's largest land owner. "The landlords and oil producers had
new backing, moreover, as American interests were for the first time exerted in Iran. The Cold War was starting, and
Soviet challenges were seen in every leftist movement. But the reformers were at root nationalists, not communists,
and the issue that galvanized them above all others was the control of oil."[85] The belief that oil was the central
motivator behind the coup has been echoed in the popular media by authors such as Robert Byrd,[86] Alan
Greenspan,[87] and Ted Koppel.[88]
However, Middle East political scientist Mark Gasiorowski states that while, on the face of it, there is considerable
merit to the argument that U.S. policymakers helped U.S. oil companies gain a share in Iranian oil production after
the coup, "it seems more plausible to argue that U.S. policymakers were motivated mainly by fears of a communist
takeover in Iran, and that the involvement of U.S. companies was sought mainly to prevent this from occurring. The
Cold War was at its height in the early 1950s, and the Soviet Union was viewed as an expansionist power seeking
world domination. Eisenhower had made the Soviet threat a key issue in the 1952 elections, accusing the Democrats
of being soft on communism and of having "lost China." Once in power, the new administration quickly sought to
put its views into practice."[42]
Gasiorowski further states "the major U.S. oil companies were not interested in Iran at this time. A glut existed in the
world oil market. The U.S. majors had increased their production in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in 1951 in order to
make up for the loss of Iranian production; operating in Iran would force them to cut back production in these
countries which would create tensions with Saudi and Kuwaiti leaders. Furthermore, if nationalist sentiments
remained high in Iran, production there would be risky. U.S. oil companies had shown no interest in Iran in 1951 and
1952. By late 1952, the Truman administration had come to believe that participation by U.S. companies in the
production of Iranian oil was essential to maintain stability in Iran and keep Iran out of Soviet hands. In order to gain
the participation of the major U.S. oil companies, Truman offered to scale back a large anti-trust case then being
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brought against them. The Eisenhower administration shared Truman's views on the participation of U.S. companies
in Iran and also agreed to scale back the anti-trust case. Thus, not only did U.S. majors not want to participate in Iran
at this time, it took a major effort by U.S. policymakers to persuade them to become involved."[42]
In 2004, Gasiorowski edited a book on the coup[89] arguing that "the climate of intense cold war rivalry between the
superpowers, together with Iran's strategic vital location between the Soviet Union and the Persian Gulf oil fields, led
U.S. officials to believe that they had to take whatever steps were necessary to prevent Iran from falling into Soviet
hands."[89] While "these concerns seem vastly overblown today"[89] the pattern of "the 1945–46 Azerbaijan crisis,
the consolidation of Soviet control in Eastern Europe, the communist triumph in China, and the Korean War—and
with the Red Scare at its height in the United States"[89] would not allow U.S. officials to risk allowing the Tudeh
Party to gain power in Iran.[89] Furthermore, "U.S. officials believed that resolving the oil dispute was essential for
restoring stability in Iran, and after March 1953 it appeared that the dispute could be resolved only at the expense
either of Britain or of Mosaddeq."[89] He concludes "it was geostrategic considerations, rather than a desire to
destroy Mosaddeq's movement, to establish a dictatorship in Iran or to gain control over Iran's oil, that persuaded
U.S. officials to undertake the coup."[89]
Faced with choosing between British interests and Iran, the U.S. chose Britain, Gasiorowski said. "Britain was the
closest ally of the United States, and the two countries were working as partners on a wide range of vitally important
matters throughout the world at this time. Preserving this close relationship was more important to U.S. officials than
saving Mosaddeq's tottering regime." A year earlier, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill used Britain's support
for the U.S. in the Cold War to insist the United States not undermine his campaign to isolate Mosaddegh. "Britain
was supporting the Americans in Korea, he reminded Truman, and had a right to expect `Anglo-American unity` on
Iran."[90]
The two main winners of World War II who had been Allies during the war became superpowers and competitors as
soon as the war ended, each with their own spheres of influence and client states. After the 1953 coup, Iran became
one of the client states of the United States. In his earlier book, U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah: Building a Client
State in Iran Gasiorowski identifies the client states of the United States and of the Soviet Union between
1954–1977. Gasiorowski identified Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Cambodia, Iran, Indonesia, Laos, Philippines,
South Korea, South Vietnam, Taiwan as strong client states of the United States and identified those that were
moderately important to the U.S. as Greece, Turkey, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Paraguay, Liberia, Zaire, Israel, Jordan, Tunisia, Pakistan and Thailand. He
identified Argentina, Chile, Peru, Ethiopia and Japan as "weak" client states of the United States.[91]
Gasiorowski identified Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, Rumania, Cuba, Mongolia and
North Vietnam as "strong client states" of the Soviet Union, and he identified Guinea, Somalia, Egypt, Syria,
Afghanistan and North Korea as moderately important client states. Mali and South Yemen were classified as weak
client states of the Soviet Union.
According to Kinzer, for most Americans, the crisis in Iran became just part of the conflict between Communism
and "the Free world."[92] "A great sense of fear, particularly the fear of encirclement, shaped American
consciousness during this period. ... Soviet power had already subdued Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia. Communist
governments were imposed on Bulgaria and Romania in 1946, Hungary and Poland in 1947, and Czechoslovakia in
1948. Albania and Yugoslavia also turned to communism. Greek communists made a violent bid for power. Soviet
soldiers blocked land routes to Berlin for sixteen months. In 1949 the Soviet Union successfully tested a nuclear
weapon. That same year, pro-Western forces in China lost their civil war to communists led by Mao Zedong. From
Washington, it seemed that enemies were on the march everywhere."[92] Consequently, "the United States,
challenged by what most Americans saw as a relentless communist advance, slowly ceased to view Iran as a country
with a unique history that faced a unique political challenge."[93] Some historians including Douglas Little,[94] Abbas
Milani[95] and George Lenczowski[96] have echoed the view that fears of a communist takeover or Soviet influence
motivated the U.S. to intervene.
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Shortly before the overthrow of Mossadegh, Adolf A. Berle warned the U.S. State Department that U.S. "control of
the Middle East was at stake, which, with its Persian Gulf oil, meant 'substantial control of the world.'"[97]

U.S. media coverage
When Mossadegh called for the dissolution of the Majlis in August 1953, the editors of the New York Times gave the
opinion that: "A plebiscite more fantastic and farcical than any ever held under Hitler or Stalin is now being staged
in Iran by Premier Mossadegh in an effort to make himself unchallenged dictator of the country."[98]
A year after the coup, the New York Times wrote on 6 August 1954, that a new oil "agreement between Iran and a
consortium of foreign oil companies" was "good news indeed".[99]
"Costly as the dispute over Iranian oil has been to all concerned, the affair may yet be proved
worthwhile if lessons are learned from it: Underdeveloped countries with rich resources now have an
object lesson in the heavy cost that must be paid by one of their number which goes berserk with
fanatical nationalism. It is perhaps too much to hope that Iran's experience will prevent the rise of
Mossadeghs in other countries, but that experience may at least strengthen the hands of more reasonable
and more far-seeing leaders. In some circles in Great Britain the charge will be pushed that American
'imperialism'—in the shape of the American oil firms in the consortium!—has once again elbowed
Britain from a historic stronghold."[99]

Aftermath
The coup has been said to have "left a profound and long-lasting legacy."[100][101]

Blowback
According to the history based on documents released to the National Security Archive and reflected in the book
Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran, edited by Mark J. Gasiorowski and Malcolm Byrne, the coup
caused long-lasting damage to the U.S. reputation.
"The '28 Mordad' coup, as it is known by its Persian date, was a watershed for Iran, for the Middle East
and for the standing of the United States in the region. The joint U.S.-British operation ended Iran's
drive to assert sovereign control over its own resources and helped put an end to a vibrant chapter in the
history of the country's nationalist and democratic movements. These consequences resonated with
dramatic effect in later years. When the Shah finally fell in 1979, memories of the U.S. intervention in
1953, which made possible the monarch's subsequent, and increasingly unpopular, 25-year reign
intensified the anti-American character of the revolution in the minds of many Iranians."[102]
The authoritarian monarch installed in the coup appreciated the coup, Kermit Roosevelt wrote in his account of the
affair. "'I owe my throne to God, my people, my army and to you!' By 'you' he [the shah] meant me and the two
countries—Great Britain and the United States—I was representing. We were all heroes."[103]
On 16 June 2000, The New York Times published the secret CIA report, "Clandestine Service History, Overthrow of
Premier Mossadeq of Iran, November 1952 – August 1953," partly explaining the coup from CIA agent Wilber's
perspective. In a related story, The New York Times reporter James Risen penned a story revealing that Wilber's
report, hidden for nearly five decades, had recently come to light.
In the summer of 2001, Ervand Abrahamian wrote in the journal Science & Society that Wilber's version of the coup
was missing key information some of which was available elsewhere.
The New York Times recently leaked a CIA report on the 1953 American-British overthrow of
Mosaddeq, Iran's Prime Minister. It billed the report as a secret history of the secret coup, and treated it
as an invaluable substitute for the U.S. files that remain inaccessible. But a reconstruction of the coup
from other sources, especially from the archives of the British Foreign Office, indicates that this report
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is highly sanitized. It glosses over such sensitive issues as the crucial participation of the U.S.
ambassador in the actual overthrow; the role of U.S. military advisers; the harnessing of local Nazis and
Muslim terrorists; and the use of assassinations to destabilize the government. What is more, it places
the coup in the context of the Cold War rather than that of the Anglo-Iranian oil crisis—a classic case of
nationalism clashing with imperialism in the Third World. [104]
In a review of Tim Weiner's Legacy of Ashes, historian Michael Beschloss wrote, "Mr. Weiner argues that a bad
C.I.A. track record has encouraged many of our gravest contemporary problems... A generation of Iranians grew up
knowing that the C.I.A. had installed the shah," Mr. Weiner notes. "In time, the chaos that the agency had created in
the streets of Tehran would return to haunt the United States."[105]
The administration of Dwight D. Eisenhower considered the coup a success, but, given its blowback, that opinion is
no longer generally held, because of its "haunting and terrible legacy".[106] In 2000, Madeleine Albright, U.S.
Secretary of State, said that intervention by the U.S. in the internal affairs of Iran was a setback for democratic
government.[107][108] The coup d'état was "a critical event in post-war world history" that destroyed Iran's secular
parliamentary democracy, by re-installing the monarchy of the Shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, as an authoritarian
ruler.[109] The coup is widely believed to have significantly contributed to the 1979 Iranian Revolution, which
deposed the "pro-Western" Shah and replaced the monarchy with an "anti-Western" Islamic Republic.[23]
"For many Iranians, the coup demonstrated duplicity by the United States, which presented itself as a defender of
freedom but did not hesitate to use underhanded methods to overthrow a democratically elected government to suit
its own economic and strategic interests", the Agence France-Presse reported.[110]
"The world has paid a heavy price for the lack of democracy in most of the Middle East. Operation Ajax taught
tyrants and aspiring tyrants that the world's most powerful governments were willing to tolerate limitless oppression
as long as oppressive regimes were friendly to the West and to Western oil companies. That helped tilt the political
balance in a vast region away from freedom and toward dictatorship."[111] The United States initially considered the
coup to be a triumph of Cold War covert action, but given its blowback, Kinzer wrote that it is difficult to imagine an
outcome "that would have produced as much pain and horror over the next half century as that produced by
Operation Ajax" had "American and British intelligence officers not meddled so shamelessly in (Iran"s) domestic
affairs."[112]
United States Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas, who visited
Iran both before and after the coup, wrote that "When Mossadegh and
Persia started basic reforms, we became alarmed. We united with the
British to destroy him; we succeeded; and ever since, our name has not
been an honored one in the Middle East."[113]

Iran
An immediate consequence of the coup d'état was the repression of all
political dissent, especially the liberal and nationalist opposition
umbrella group National Front as well as the (Communist) Tudeh
party, and concentration of political power in the Shah and his
courtiers.[114]
The minister of Foreign Affairs and the closest associate of
Mosaddegh, Hossein Fatemi, was executed by order of the Shah's
military court by firing squad on 10 November 1954.[115] According to
Kinzer, "The triumphant Shah [Pahlavi] ordered the execution of
several dozen military officers and student leaders who had been
closely associated with Mohammad Mossadegh"[116]

Front cover of the weekly Magazine Tehran
Mosavar, dated 21 August 1953, depicting armed
men and soldiers standing on a tank.
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As part of the post-coup d'état political repression between 1953–1958, the Shah outlawed the National Front, and
arrested most of its leaders.[117] The Tudeh, however, bore the main brunt of the repression.[118] The Shah's security
forces arrested 4,121 Tudeh political activists including 386 civil servants, 201 college students, 165 teachers, 125
skilled workers, 80 textile workers, 60 cobblers, and 11 housewives.[119] Forty were executed, another 14 died under
torture and over 200 were sentenced to life imprisonment.[117] The Shah's post-coup dragnet also captured 477
Tudeh members ("22 colonels, 69 majors, 100 captains, 193 lieutenants, 19 noncommissioned officers, and 63
military cadets") who were in the Iranian armed forces.[120] After their presence was revealed, some National Front
supporters complained that this Tudeh military network could have saved Mosaddegh. However, few Tudeh officers
commanded powerful field units, especially tank divisions that might have countered the coup. Most of the captured
Tudeh officers came from the military academies, police and medical corps.[120][121] At least eleven of the captured
army officers were tortured to death between 1953 and 1958.[119]
After the 1953 coup, the Shah's government formed the SAVAK (secret police), many of whose agents were trained
in the United States. The SAVAK was given a "loose leash" to torture suspected dissidents with "brute force" that,
over the years, "increased dramatically".[122]
Another effect was sharp improvement of Iran's economy; the British-led oil embargo against Iran ended, and oil
revenue increased significantly beyond the pre-nationalisation level. Despite Iran not controlling its national oil, the
Shah agreed to replacing the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company with a consortium—British Petroleum and eight European
and American oil companies; in result, oil revenues increased from $34 million in 1954–1955 to $181 million in
1956–1957, and continued increasing,[123] and the United States sent development aid and advisors.
In the 1970s the Shah's government increased taxes that foreign companies were obliged to pay from 50% to 80%
and royalty payments from 12.5% to 20%. At the same time the price of oil reverted to Iranian control. Oil
companies now only earned 22 cents per barrel of oil.[124]
Jacob G. Hornberger, founder and president, of The Future of Freedom Foundation, said, "U.S. officials, not
surprisingly, considered the operation one of their greatest foreign policy successes—until, that is, the enormous
convulsion that rocked Iranian society with the violent ouster of the Shah and the installation of a virulently
anti-American Islamic regime in 1979".[125] According to him, "the coup, in essence, paved the way for the rise to
power of the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini and all the rest that's happened right up to 9/11 and beyond".[125]

Internationally
Kinzer wrote that the 1953 coup d'état was the first time the U.S. used the CIA to overthrow a democratically
elected, civil government.[126] The Eisenhower administration viewed Operation Ajax as a success, with "immediate
and far-reaching effect. Overnight, the CIA became a central part of the American foreign policy apparatus, and
covert action came to be regarded as a cheap and effective way to shape the course of world events"—a coup
engineered by the CIA called Operation PBSUCCESS toppling the duly elected Guatemalan government of Jacobo
Arbenz Guzmán, which had nationalised farm land owned by the United Fruit Company, followed the next year.[127]
A pro-American government in Iran doubled the United States' geographic and strategic advantage in the Middle
East, as Turkey, also bordering the USSR, was part of NATO.[128]
In 2000 U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright, acknowledged the coup's pivotal role in the troubled
relationship and "came closer to apologizing than any American official ever has before".
The Eisenhower administration believed its actions were justified for strategic reasons. ... But the coup
was clearly a setback for Iran's political development. And it is easy to see now why many Iranians
continue to resent this intervention by America in their internal affairs.[129][130][131]
In June 2009, the U.S. President Barack Obama in a speech in Cairo, Egypt, talked about the United States'
relationship with Iran, mentioning the role of the U.S. in 1953 Iranian coup saying:
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This issue has been a source of tension between the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran. For many
years, Iran has defined itself in part by its opposition to my country, and there is indeed a tumultuous history
between us. In the middle of the Cold War, the United States played a role in the overthrow of a
democratically elected Iranian government. Since the Islamic Revolution, Iran has played a role in acts of
hostage-taking and violence against U.S. troops and civilians. This history is well known. Rather than remain
trapped in the past, I have made it clear to Iran's leaders and people that my country is prepared to move
forward.[132]

Historical viewpoint in the Islamic Republic
Men associated with Mossadegh and his ideals dominated Iran's first post-revolutionary government. The first prime
minister after the Iranian revolution was Mehdi Bazargan, a close associate of Mossadegh. But with the subsequent
rift between the conservative Islamic establishment and the secular liberal forces, Mossadegh's work and legacy has
been largely ignored by the Islamic Republic establishment.[133] However, Mosaddegh remains a popular historical
figure among Iranian opposition factions. Mosaddegh's image is one of the symbols of Iran's opposition movement,
also known as the Green Movement.[134] Kinzer writes that Mosaddegh "for most Iranians" is "the most vivid
symbol of Iran's long struggle for democracy" and that modern protesters carrying a picture of Mosaddegh is the
equivalent of saying "We want democracy" and "No foreign intervention".[134]
In the Islamic Republic, remembrance of the coup is quite different than that of history books published in the West,
and follows the precepts of Ayatollah Khomeini that Islamic jurists must guide the country to prevent "the influence
of foreign powers".[135] According to historian Ervand Abrahamian, the government tries to ignore Mosaddegh as
much as possible and allocates him only two pages in high school textbooks. "The mass media elevate Ayatollah
Abol-Ghasem Kashani as the real leader of the oil nationalization campaign, depicting Mosaddegh as merely the
ayatollah's hanger-on." This is despite the fact that Kashani came out against Mosaddegh by mid-1953 and "told a
foreign correspondent that Mosaddegh had fallen because he had forgotten that the shah enjoyed extensive popular
support."[136] A month later, Kashani "went even further and declared that Mosaddegh deserved to be executed
because he had committed the ultimate offense: rebelling against the shah, 'betraying' the country, and repeatedly
violating the sacred law."[137]
In the Islamic Republic of Iran, Kinzer's book All the Shah's Men: An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East
Terror has been censored of descriptions of Ayatollah Abol-Ghasem Kashani's activities during the Anglo-American
coup d'état. Mahmood Kashani, the son of Abol-Ghasem Kashani, "one of the top members of the current, ruling
élite"[138] whom the Iranian Council of Guardians has twice approved to run for the presidency, denies there was a
coup d'état in 1953, saying Mosaddegh was obeying British plans to undermine the role of Shia clerics.[138]
This allegation also is posited in the book Khaterat-e Arteshbod-e Baznesheshteh Hossein Fardoust (The Memoirs of
Retired General Hossein Fardoust), published in the Islamic Republic and allegedly written by Hossein Fardoust, a
former SAVAK officer. It claims that rather than being a mortal enemy of the British, Mohammad Mosaddegh
always favored them, and his nationalisation campaign of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company was inspired by "the
British themselves".[139] Scholar Ervand Abrahamian suggests that the fact that Fardoust's death was announced
before publication of the book may be significant, as the Islamic Republic authorities may have forced him into
writing such statements under duress.[139]

109

1953 Iranian coup d'état

References
[1] (http:/ / books. google. co. il/ books?id=8eUTLaaVOOQC& pg=PA140& lpg=PA140& dq=1935+ imam+ reza+ shrine+ killed& source=bl&
ots=vARKxs9xgG& sig=964u708QgDsrS7gT4gdYIAE-QGw& hl=iw& ei=6LWITujrFrD74QSImpiSDw& sa=X& oi=book_result&
ct=result& resnum=8& ved=0CGQQ6AEwBw#v=onepage& q=killed& f=false) 300 killed
[2] "CSP – Major Episodes of Political Violence, 1946–2008" (http:/ / www. systemicpeace. org/ warlist. htm). Systemicpeace.org. . Retrieved
22 September 2011.
[3] The date of the coup in the Persian calendar.
[4] CLANDESTINE SERVICE HISTORY: OVERTHROW OF PREMIER MOSSADEQ OF IRAN, Mar. 1954: p iii.
[5] Ends of British Imperialism: The Scramble for Empire, Suez, and Decolonization (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?id=NQnpQNKeKKAC& pg=PA775& lpg=PA775). I.B.Tauris. 2007. pp. 775 of 1082. ISBN 9781845113476. .
[6] U.S. foreign policy in perspective: clients, enemies and empire. David Sylvan, Stephen Majeski, p.121.
[7] "The Company File—From Anglo-Persian Oil to BP Amoco" (http:/ / news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/ business/ 149259. stm)
[8] U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah: Building a Client State in Iran by Mark J. Gasiorowski (Cornell University Press: 1991) p. 59. ISBN
978-0-8014-2412-0
[9] Mary Ann Heiss in Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran, p.178–200
[10] Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran
[11] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men, p.3 (In October 1952 Mosaddeq "orders the British embassy shut" after learning of British plotting to overthrow
him.)
[12] Kinzer, Stephen. All the Shah's Men. Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2008, p. 3
[13] "How a Plot Convulsed Iran in '53 (and in '79)" (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ library/ world/ mideast/ 041600iran-cia-intro. html). The New
York Times. . Retrieved 5 June 2010.
[14] Gasiorowski, p.237–9, 243
[15] Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran, Edited by Mark J. Gasiorowski and Malcolm Byrne, Syracuse University Press, 2004,
p.xiv
[16] Zulaika, Joseba (2009). Terrorism: the self-fulfilling prophecy. University of Chicago Press. p. 139.
[17] (http:/ / books. google. co. il/ books?id=8eUTLaaVOOQC& pg=PA140& lpg=PA140& dq=1935+ imam+ reza+ shrine+
killed#v=onepage& q=killed& f=false) 300
[18] Abrahamian, Ervand, Iran Between Two Revolutions by Ervand Abrahamian, (Princeton University Press, 1982), p.280
[19] Mossadegh – A Medical Biography by Ebrahim Norouzi
[20] Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics by L.P. Elwell-Sutton. 1955. Lawrence and Wishart Ltd. London
[21] Kinzer, Stephen, All the Shah's Men: An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, John Wiley and Sons, 2003.
[22] Kinzer, Stephen, Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq (Henry Holt and Company 2006). p. 200–201
[23] International Journal of Middle East Studies, 19, 1987, p.261
[24] Mark J. Gasiorowski, U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah: Building a Client State in Iran (Cornell University Press: 1991) p. 32; George N.
Curzon, Persia and the Persian Question, vol. 1. (London: Cass, 1966) p. 3–4.
[25] Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics (Lawrence and Wishart Ltd.: London) 1955. p. 11.
[26] Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics (Lawrence and Wishart Ltd.: London) 1955. p. 12.
[27] All the Shah's Men : An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, by Stephen Kinzer, (John Wiley and Sons, 2003), p. 33
[28] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men, p. 48
[29] Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics (Lawrence and Wishart Ltd.: London) 1955. p. 15
[30] Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics p. 17
[31] Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics p. 19
[32] Mangol Bayat, Iran's First Revolution: Shi'ism and the Constitutional Revolution of 1905–1909, Studies in Middle Eastern History, 336 p.
(Oxford University Press, 1991). ISBN 0-19-506822-X.
[33] Browne, Edward G., "The Persian Revolution of 1905–1909", Mage Publishers (July 1995). ISBN 0-934211-45-0
[34] Afary, Janet, "The Iranian Constitutional Revolution, 1906–1911", Columbia University Press. 1996. ISBN 0-231-10351-4
[35] Stephen Kinzer: "All the Shah's Men. An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror", John Wiley and Sons, 2003.
[36] Coup d'Etat 1299/1921 (http:/ / www. iranica. com/ newsite/ index. isc?Article=http:/ / www. iranica. com/ newsite/ articles/ unicode/ v6f4/
v6f4a001. html) in the Encyclopaedia Iranica. Retrieved 8 July 2008.
[37] Mackey, Iranians, Plume, (1998), p.178
[38] McKenzie, Compton (1951). Eastern Epic. 1. Chatto & Windus, London. pp. 131–134.
[39] Notes From the Minefield: United States Intervention in Lebanon and the Middle East, 1945–1958 by Boston University political science
Professor Irene L. Gendzier, (Westview Press, 1999) ISBN 978-0-8133-6689-0 p. 34–35
[40] Notes From the Minefield: United States Intervention in Lebanon and the Middle East, 1945–1958 by Boston University political science
Professor Irene L. Gendzier, (Westview Press, 1999) ISBN 978-0-8133-6689-0 p. 35
[41] Chatfield, Wayne, The Creole Petroleum Corporation in Venezuela Ayer Publishing 1976 p. 29
[42] Gasiorowski, Mark J (August 1987). "The 1953 Coup D'etat in Iran The 1953 Coup D'etat in Iran". International Journal of Middle East
Studies (Cambridge University Press) 19 (3): pp. 261–286. JSTOR 163655. A version is available for public access at Web publication

110

1953 Iranian coup d'état
accessed from Document Revision: 1.4 Last Updated: 1998/08/23 (http:/ / iran. sa. utoronto. ca/ coup/ web_files/ markcoup. html). Its is
archived at Archived (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/ 5heX1xBpb) 19 June 2009.
[43] Kinzer, Stephen, All the Shah's Men : An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, Stephen Kinzer, John Wiley and Sons, 2003,
p.106
[44] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men (2003) p.110
[45] Abrahamian, (1982) p.268
[46] Stephen Kinzer: All the Shah's Men: An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, John Wiley and Sons, 2003, p.145
[47] All the Shah's Men p. 135, 2008 edition ISBN 978-0-470-18549-0
[48] All the Shah's Men p. 136–37 2008 edition ISBN 978-0-470-18549-0
[49] Abrahamian, Iran between 2 Revolutions, 1982, (p.274)
[50] All the Shah's Men p. 136–7 2008 edition ISBN 978-0-470-18549-0
[51] Gasiorowski, M. J., (1987) "The 1953 Coup d'Etat in Iran." International Journal of Middle East Studies, vol.19 pp.261–286.
[52] Gasiorowski, Mark J. (1991). U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah, Building a Client State in Iran (http:/ / books. google. com/
?id=JE3PYfjBStAC). Cornell University Press. p. 17. ISBN 0-8014-2412-7, 9780801424120. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[53] Elm, Mostafu (1994). Oil, Power, and Principle: Iran's Oil Nationalization and Its Aftermath, p 333. Syracuse University Press
[54] What's Behind the Crises in Iran and Afghanistan by E Ahmed—1980
[55] Helen Chapin Metz, ed. Iran: A Country Study. Washington: GPO for the Library of Congress, 1987. (http:/ / countrystudies. us/ iran/ 17.
htm)
[56] Cryptome.org CIA-Iran page (http:/ / cryptome. org/ cia-iran. htm)
[57] Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq: Symbol of Iranian Nationalism and Struggle Against Imperialism by the Iran Chamber Society (http:/ / www.
iranchamber. com/ history/ mmosaddeq/ mohammad_mosaddeq. php)
[58] "The 1953 Coup D'etat in Iran" (http:/ / iran. sa. utoronto. ca/ coup/ web_files/ markcoup. html). Archived (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/
5hOKkVZFE) from the original on 8 June 2009. . Retrieved 6 June 2009.
[59] "CIA Historical Paper No. 208 Clandestine Service History: Overthrow Of Premier Mossadeq Of Iran November 1952 – August 1953 by
Donald N. Wilber" (http:/ / web. payk. net/ politics/ cia-docs/ published/ one-main/ main. html). Archived (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/
5hOKk6ByB) from the original on 8 June 2009. . Retrieved 6 June 2009.
[60] N. R. Keddie and M. J. Gasiorowski, eds., Neither East Nor West. Iran, the United States, and the Soviet Union, New Haven, 1990, 154–55;
personal interviews
[61] "Review of All the Shah's Men by CIA staff historian David S. Robarge" (https:/ / www. cia. gov/ library/
center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/ csi-publications/ csi-studies/ studies/ vol48no2/ article10. html). Archived (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/
query?id=1245703486221703) from the original on 22 June 2009. . Retrieved 21 June 2009.
[62] p.15, "Targeting Iran", by David Barsamian, Noam Chomsky, Ervand Abrahamian, and Nahid Mozaffari
[63] CIA document mentions who ordered the 1953 coup (http:/ / www. gwu. edu/ ~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB126/ iran980600. pdf)
[64] Eisenhower, vol.2, The President by Stephen E. Ambrose,(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1984), p. 111. "Ambrose repeats this paragraph"
in Eisenhower: Soldier and President (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1990), p. 333, according to the note by a CIA staff member in the
same document.
[65] Michael Evans. "Secret Notes by CIA agent Donald Wilber on the overthrow of Premier Mossadegh of Iran (PDF)" (http:/ / www. gwu. edu/
~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB28/ #documents). Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20110307003311/ http:/ / www. gwu. edu/
~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB28/ ) from the original on 7 March 2011. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[66] Notes, formerly classified as "Secret" by CIA agent [[Donald Wilber (http:/ / cryptome. org/ cia-iran-all. htm)] on the overthrow of Premier
Mossadegh of Iran (plain text)]. Retrieved 6 June 2009.
[67] How to Overthrow A Government Pt. 1 (http:/ / www. democracynow. org/ print. pl?sid=04/ 03/ 05/ 1542249) on 5 March 2004
[68] " The Day Democracy Died: The 50th Anniversary of the CIA Coup in Iran by historian Masoud Kazemzadeh" (http:/ / www. ghandchi.
com/ iranscope/ Anthology/ Kazemzadeh/ index. htm). Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20110501080509/ http:/ / www. ghandchi.
com/ iranscope/ Anthology/ Kazemzadeh/ index. htm) from the original on 1 May 2011. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[69] Kinzer, pp. 6, 13. In addition to the secret $5 million dollars CIA delivered to Zahedi, the U.S. government sent another $28 million in
September 1953 to assist Zahedi in consolidating the coup regime. Another $40 milYlion was delivered in 1954 as soon as the regime signed
the oil consortium deal giving Iranian oil to American and British oil companies. See Ervand Abrahamian, "The 1953 Coup in Iran," in
Science & Society, Vol. 65, No. 2 (Summer 2001), p. 211. See also Habib Ladjevardi, "The Origins of U.S. Support for an Autocratic Iran," in
International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 15, No. 2 (May 1983).
[70] "Foucault and the Iranian Revolution" (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=EIY2Qliz5SwC& pg=PA1& lpg=PA1) By Janet Afary, Kevin
Anderson, Michel Foucault. University of Chicago Press: June 2005 ISBN 978-0-226-00786-1 "protesters killed by the Shah's brutal
repression"
[71] ""The Day Democracy Died: The 50th Anniversary of the CIA Coup in Iran" by Masoud Kazemzadeh, PhD, Assistant Professor at the
Department of History and Political Science at Utah Valley State College." (http:/ / iranscope. ghandchi. com/ Anthology/ Kazemzadeh/
28mordad. htm). . Retrieved 18 June 2009.
[72] Nasr, Vali, "The Shia Revival", Norton, (2006), p.124
[73] Review by Jonathan Schanzer of "All the Shah's Men" by Stephen Kinzer (http:/ / www. meforum. org/ article/ 1597)
[74] Mackay, Sandra, "The Iranians", Plume (1997), p.203, 4

111

1953 Iranian coup d'état
[75] Nikki Keddie: "Roots of Revolution", Yale University Press, 1981, p.140
[76] "C.I.A. Destroyed Files on 1953 Iran Coup" (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 1997/ 05/ 29/ us/ cia-destroyed-files-on-1953-iran-coup. html) 29
May 1997 The New York Times
[77] C.I.A. Is Slow to Tell Early Cold War Secrets (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 1996/ 04/ 08/ world/ cia-is-slow-to-tell-early-cold-war-secrets.
html) by Tim Weiner 8 April 1996
[78] "C.I.A., Breaking Promises, Puts Off Release of Cold War Files" (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 1998/ 07/ 15/ us/
cia-breaking-promises-puts-off-release-of-cold-war-files. html) by Tim Weiner 15 July 1998 The New York Times
[79] "Secrets Of History: The C.I.A. in Iran—A special report. How a Plot Convulsed Iran in '53 (and in '79)" 16 April 2000. The New York
Times (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 2000/ 04/ 16/ world/ secrets-history-cia-iran-special-report-plot-convulsed-iran-53-79. html)
[80] "The Secret CIA History of the Iran Coup, 1953" (http:/ / www. gwu. edu/ ~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB28/ index. html). National
Security Archive. 29 November 2000. . Retrieved 6 March 2012.
[81] "Mohammed Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran" (http:/ / www. gwu. edu/ ~nsarchiv/ NSAEBB/ NSAEBB126/ index. htm). National
Security Archive. 22 June 2004. . Retrieved 6 March 2012.
[82] Nixon White House Tapes January 1973 (http:/ / www. nixonlibrary. gov/ forresearchers/ find/ tapes/ tape036/ 036-113. mp3), Nixon
Presidential Library & Museum, released on 23 June 2009.
[83] "The 1953 Coup in Iran, Science & Society, Vol. 65, No. 2, Summer 2001, pp.182–215" (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/ 5kg6nFIXE).
Archived from the original (http:/ / www. geocities. com/ thelasian/ 1953-coup-Iran-CIA. html) on 20 October 2009. .
[84] Democracy Now. Goodman-Abrahamian interview. (http:/ / www. democracynow. org/ 2003/ 8/ 25/
50_years_after_the_cias_first#transcript)
[85] Spoils of War: The Human Cost of America's Arms Trade by John Tirman (Free Press 1997) P. 30 ISBN 978-0-684-82726-1
[86] Byrd, Robert (2004). Losing America: confronting a reckless and arrogant presidency (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?id=4pTwYPcqBn4C& pg=PA132). W. W. Norton & Company,. p. 132. ISBN 0-393-05942-1, 9780393059427. . Retrieved 18 March
2011.
[87] Greenspan, Alan (2008). The Age of Turbulence: Adventures in a New World (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=qiZBRlNE3vkC&
pg=PA463) (reprint, illustrated ed.). Penguin Group. p. 463. ISBN 0-14-311416-6, 9780143114161. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[88] Koppel, Ted (24 February 2006). "Will Fight for Oil" (http:/ / select. nytimes. com/ 2006/ 02/ 24/ opinion/ 24koppel. html?_r=1). The New
York Times. . Retrieved 27 March 2010.
[89] Gasiorowski, Mosaddeq, p.274
[90] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men, (2003), p.145
[91] U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah: Building a Client State in Iran by Mark J. Gasiorowski (Cornell University Press: 1991) p. 27.
[92] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men (2003), p.84
[93] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men, (2003), p.205
[94] Little, Douglas (2003). American orientalism: the United States and the Middle East since 1945 (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?id=p71CacOnop0C& pg=PA216). I.B.Tauris. p. 216. ISBN 1-86064-889-4, 9781860648892. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[95] Milani, Abbas (2008). Eminent Persians: the men and women who made modern Iran, 1941–1979 : (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?id=ixU33FaG_dgC& pg=PA244). Volume 1. Syracuse University Press,. ISBN 0-8156-0907-8, 9780815609070. . Retrieved 18 March
2011.
[96] Lenczowski,, George (1990). American Presidents and the Middle East,. Duke University Press,. p. 36. ISBN 0-8223-0972-6,
9780822309727.
[97] "Three Kings: The Rise of an American Empire in the Middle East After World War II" (http:/ / books. google. com/
books?id=_-39cA1NL9gC& pg=PA142& lpg=PA142& dq=with+ its+ Persian+ Gulf+ oil,+ meant+ âsubstantial+ control+ of+ the+ world.
& source=bl& ots=XcZs5aJgin& sig=L-vw-uLI-qLdCm9BWD74rW8cWjE& hl=en& sa=X& ei=Xa99UMnPHoqc2QWy3oGgAQ&
ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage& q=with its Persian Gulf oil, meant âsubstantial control of the world. & f=false) By Lloyd C. Gardner,
2011
[98] "The U.S. Press and Iran: Foreign Policy and the Journalism of Deference" (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=yYFsedyikjMC&
pg=PA42& lpg=PA42& dq=more+ fantastic+ and+ farcical+ than+ any+ ever+ held+ under+ Hitler+ or+ Stalin+ is+ now+ being+ staged+
in+ Iran+ by+ Premier+ Mossadegh+ in+ an+ effort+ to+ make+ himself+ unchallenged+ dictator+ of+ the+ country. #v=onepage& q=more
fantastic and farcical than any ever held under Hitler or Stalin is now being staged in Iran by Premier Mossadegh in an effort to make himself
unchallenged dictator of the country. & f=false) By William A. Dorman, Mansour Farhang, 24 August 1988
[99] "The Iranian Accord" (http:/ / select. nytimes. com/ gst/ abstract. html?res=F10F15F73F5C177B93C4A91783D85F408585F9). The New
York Times. 6 August 1954. .
[100] Abrahamian, Ervand, A History of Modern Iran, p.122
[101] Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions, (1999), p.122
[102] Dowlin, Joan E. (17 June 2009). "America's Role in Iran's Unrest" (http:/ / www. huffingtonpost. com/ joan-e-dowlin/
americas-role-in-irans-un_b_216831. html). Huffington Post. USA. . Retrieved 21 June 2009.
Quoting from Gasiorowski and Byrne, Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran.
[103] Countercoup: The Struggle for the Control of Iran, Kermit Roosevelt, (New York: McGraw Hill) 1979
[104] "The 1953 Coup in Iran by Ervand Abrahamian. Science & Society, Vol. 65, No. 2, Summer 2001, 182–215" (http:/ / www. webcitation.
org/ 5kg6nFIXE). Archived from the original (http:/ / www. geocities. com/ thelasian/ 1953-coup-Iran-CIA. html) on 20 October 2009. .

112

1953 Iranian coup d'état
[105] "The C.I.A.'s Missteps, From Past to Present" (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 2007/ 07/ 12/ books/ 12besc. html) The New York Times, 12
July 2007
[106] Stephen Kinzer: "All the Shah's Men. An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror", John Wiley and Sons, 2003, p.215
[107] " U.S. Comes Clean About The Coup In Iran (http:/ / transcripts. cnn. com/ TRANSCRIPTS/ 0004/ 19/ i_ins. 00. html)", CNN, 19 April
2000.
[108] The comments were not an apology.
•

"U.S. Comes Clean About The Coup In Iran" (http:/ / transcripts. cnn. com/ TRANSCRIPTS/ 0004/ 19/ i_ins. 00. html), CNN, 19 April
2000 mentions apology in four places: "apology", "guarded apology", "semi-apology" and "close to apology"
• Full transcript at (http:/ / www. fas. org/ news/ iran/ 2000/ 000317. htm)
• "[Albright] medger USA:s roll i störtande av Mossadeq 1953, men ger ingen ursäkt." "[Albright] acknowledges America's role in the coup,
but does not offer an apology." "Rapport om Irans kärnprogram försvagar Bushs argumentation" (http:/ / www. sr. se/ cgi-bin/ ekot/
artikel. asp?Artikel=1392947), Sveriges radio
• "While Mrs. Albright did not actually apologize" "U.S. Offers Olive Branch to Iran" (http:/ / www. fas. org/ news/ iran/ 2000/
000321-iran1. htm). Retrieved 2009-06-06. Archived (http:/ / www. webcitation. org/ 5hOaKIAVn) 9 June 2009.
[109] "The Lessons of History: "All The Shah's Men"" (http:/ / www. buzzflash. com/ contributors/ 03/ 08/ 25_shah. html). Archived (http:/ /
www. webcitation. org/ 5heX18vX0) from the original on 19 June 2009. . Retrieved 17 June 2009.
[110] "Obama admits U.S. involvement in 1953 Iran coup" 4 June 2009, Agence France-Presse (http:/ / www. google. com/ hostednews/ afp/
article/ ALeqM5j8-a9Bpq471PDjYA2z6WazPmIZqw)
[111] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men 2003, p.204
[112] Kinzer, All the Shah's Men 2003, p.215
[113] Kinzer, Stephen, Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq (Henry Holt and Company 2006). p. 200
[114] Abrahamian, Ervand, Tortured Confessions, (University of California 1999)
[115] New York Times. 11 November 1954, p.5
[116] Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq by Stephen Kinzer (Henry Holt and Company 2006). p. 200. ISBN
/9780805082401
[117] Iran in Revolution: The Opposition Forces by E Abrahamian – MERIP Reports
[118] Abrahamian, Ervand (1999). Tortured Confessions (http:/ / books. google. com/ ?id=_mnrYNIVfCgC& pg=PA92). University of
California Press. p. 84. ISBN 978-0-520-21866-6. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[119] Abrahamian, Ervand, Tortured Confessions, (University of California), 1999, p.89-90
[120] Abrahamian, Ervand (1999). Tortured Confessions (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?id=_mnrYNIVfCgC& pg=PA92). University of
California Press. p. 92. ISBN 978-0-520-21866-6. . Retrieved 18 March 2011.
[121] Abrahamian, Ervand, Iran Between Two Revolutions, 1982, p.92
[122] Abrahamian, Ervand, Tortured Confessions, (University of California), 1999, pp. 88, 105
[123] Abrahamian, Ervand, Iran between Revolutions, (Princeton University Press, 1982), pp.419–20
[124] Oil company history (http:/ / www. petropars. com/ tabid/ 307/ Default. aspx)
[125] Washington's wise advice. Ralph R. Reiland. Pittsburgh Tribune Review 30 July 2007.
[126] Stephen Kinzer: All the Shah's Men. An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, John Wiley and Sons, 2003
[127] Stephen Kinzer: All the Shah's Men. An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror, John Wiley and Sons, 2003, p.209
[128] Turkey joined [[NATO (http:/ / www. nato. int/ docu/ update/ 2002/ 02-february/ e0218a. htm)] in 1952.]
[129] A short account of 1953 Coup (http:/ / www. iranchamber. com/ history/ coup53/ coup53p1. php)
[130] http:/ / www. mideastinfo. com/ documents/ iranspeech. htm
[131] http:/ / asiasociety. org/ policy/ strategic-challenges/ us-asia/ us-iran-relations?page=0,0
[132] "Barack Obama's Cairo speech" (http:/ / www. guardian. co. uk/ world/ 2009/ jun/ 04/ barack-obama-keynote-speech-egypt). The Guardian
(UK). 4 June 2009. Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20090611192419/ http:/ / www. guardian. co. uk/ world/ 2009/ jun/ 04/
barack-obama-keynote-speech-egypt) from the original on 11 June 2009. . Retrieved 5 June 2009.
[133] Kinzer, Stephen. All the Shah's Men. Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2008, p. 258
[134] Kinzer, Stephen (22 June 2009). "Democracy, made in Iran" (http:/ / www. guardian. co. uk/ commentisfree/ cifamerica/ 2009/ jun/ 19/
iran-protests-mousavi-mossadeq). The Guardian (UK: Guardian News and Media Limited). . Retrieved 12 December 2010.
[135] Hamid Algar's book, Islam and Revolution, Writings and Declarations of Imam Khomeini, ed by Hamid Algar, Mizan, 1981, p.54
[136] Abrahamian, Ervand, Khomeinism : Essays on the Islamic Republic, (University of California Press, c1993). p.109
[137] [Cited by Y. Richard, "Ayatollah Kashani: Precursor of the Islamic Republic?" in Religion and Politics in Iran, ed. N. Keddie, (Yale
University Press, 1983)] p. 109
[138] Review Essay of Stephen Kinzer's All the Shah's Men, By: Masoud Kazemzadeh, PhD, Middle East Policy, VOL. XI, NO. 4, winter 2004
(http:/ / www. ghandchi. com/ iranscope/ Anthology/ Kazemzadeh/ kinzer. htm)
[139] Abrahamian, Ervand, Tortured Confessions, (University of California Press, 1999), pp.160–61

113

1953 Iranian coup d'état

Bibliography
• Abrahamian, Ervand, Iran Between Two Revolutions (Princeton University Press, 1982)
• Dorril, Stephen, Mi6: Inside the Covert World of Her Majesty's Secret Intelligence Service ISBN
978-0-7432-0379-1 (paperback is separately titled: MI6: Fifty Years of Special Operations Fourth Estate: London,
a division of HarperCollins ISBN 1-85702-701-9)
• Dreyfuss, Robert, Devil's Game: How the United States Helped Unleash Fundamentalist Islam (Henry Holt and
Company: 2005)
• Elm, Mostafa. Oil, Power and Principle: Iran's Oil Nationalization and Its Aftermath.(Syracuse University Press,
1994) ISBN 978-0-8156-2642-8 Documents competition between Britain and the United States for Iranian oil,
both before and after the coup. Publishers Weekly summary: "an impressive work of scholarship by an Iranian
economist and former diplomat [showing how] the CIA-orchestrated coup, followed by U.S. backing of the
dictatorial Shah, planted
• Elwell-Sutton, L. P. Persian Oil: A Study in Power Politics (Lawrence and Wishart Ltd.: London) 1955.
Reprinted by Greenwood Press 1976. 978-0837171227
• Farmanfarmaiyan, Manuchihr, Roxane Farmanfarmaian Blood and Oil: A Prince's Memoir of Iran, from the Shah
to the Ayatollah (Random House 2005.). A cousin of Mosaddeq, Farmanfarmaiyan was the Shah's oil adviser.
Sympathetic to the Shah and antagonistic to Khomeini, Farmanfarmaiyan offers many insider details of the epic
battle for Iranian oil, both in Iran's historic relationship with Britain and then, after the coup, with the United
States.
• Gasiorowski, Mark J. U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah: Building a Client State in Iran (Cornell University Press:
1991). Traces the exact changes in U.S. foreign policy that led to the coup in Iran soon after the inauguration of
Dwight D. Eisenhower; describes "the consequences of the coup for Iran's domestic politics" including "an
extensive series of arrests and installation of a rigid authoritarian regime under which all forms of opposition
political activity were prohibited." Documents how U.S. oil industry benefited from the coup with, for the first
time, 40 percent post-coup share in Iran's oil revenue.
• Gasiorowski, Mark J., Editor; Malcolm Byrne (Editor) (2004). Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran.
Syracuse University Press. ISBN 978-0-8156-3018-0.
• Gasiorowski, Mark J. (August 1987). "The 1953 Coup D'etat in Iran". International Journal of Middle East
Studies 10 (3): 261–286. JSTOR 163655.
• Gendzier, Irene. Notes From the Minefield: United States Intervention in Lebanon and the Middle East,
1945–1958 Westview Press, 1999. ISBN 978-0-8133-6689-0
• Heiss, Mary Ann, Empire and Nationhood: The United States, Great Britain, and Iranian Oil, 1950–1954,
Columbia University Press,1997. ISBN 0-231-10819-2
• Kapuscinski, Ryszard (1982). Shah of Shahs. Vintage. ISBN 0-679-73801-0.
• Kinzer, Stephen (2003). All the Shah's Men: An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror. John Wiley
& Sons. ISBN 0-471-26517-9.
• Kinzer, Stephen, Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq (Henry Holt and
Company 2006). ISBN /9780805082401 Assesses the influence of John Foster Dulles on U.S. foreign policy.
"Dulles was tragically mistaken in his view that the Kremlin lay behind the emergence of nationalism in the
developing world. He could... claim consistency in his uncompromising opposition to every nationalist, leftist, or
Marxist regime on earth."
• McCoy, Alfred, A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (Metropolitan
Books 2006)
• Rashid, Ahmed. Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia (Yale University Press 2010)
ISBN 978-0-300-16368-1
• Roosevelt, Kermit, Jr. (1979). Countercoup: The struggle for the control of Iran. McGraw-Hill.
ISBN 978-0-07-053590-9.

114

1953 Iranian coup d'état
• Weiner, Tim. Legacy of Ashes: The History of the CIA (Doubleday 2007) ISBN 978-0-307-38900-8
• Wilber "Clandestine Service History: Overthrow of Premier Mossadeq of Iran, Nov. 1952–1953" [CIA] CS
Historial Paper no. 208. March 1954.
• Yergin, Daniel. The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money, and Power (Simon & Schuster 1991) ISBN
978-0-671-50248-5
• Behrooz, Maziar (August 2001). "Tudeh Factionalism and the 1953 Coup in Iran". International Journal of
Middle East Studies 33 (3): 363–382. JSTOR 259456.

External links
• Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq: Symbol of Iranian Nationalism and Struggle Against Imperialism by the Iran
Chamber Society (http://www.iranchamber.com/history/mmosaddeq/mohammad_mosaddeq.php)
• "'Clandestine Service History—Overthrow of Premier Mosaddeq of Iran—November 1952 – August 1953'"
(http://web.payk.net/politics/cia-docs/published/one-main/main.html). Archived (http://www.webcitation.
org/5hOKk6ByB) from the original on 8 June 2009. Retrieved 6 June 2009.
• The 1953 Coup in Iran by Professor Ervand Abrahamnian (http://www.geocities.com/thelasian/
1953-coup-Iran-CIA.html) ( Archived (http://www.webcitation.org/5kg6nFIXE) 2009-10-20) Science &
Society, Vol. 65, No. 2, Summer 2001, 182–215
• 50 Years Later (http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=03/08/25/1534210&mode=thread&
tid=47)—a look back at the 1953 U.S.-backed coup in Iran
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Smedley D. Butler
Nickname

"Old Gimlet Eye"
"The Fighting Quaker"
"Old Duckboard"

Born

July 30, 1881
West Chester, Pennsylvania

Died

June 21, 1940 (aged 58)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.

Buried at

Oaklands Cemetery West Chester, Pennsylvania, U.S.

Allegiance

United States of America

Service/branch

United States Marine Corps

Years of service 1898–1931
Rank

Major General

Unit

2nd Marine Regiment

Commands held 13th Marine Regiment
Marine Expeditionary Force, China
Battles/wars

Spanish-American War
Philippine-American War
•

Battle of Noveleta

Boxer Rebellion
•
•

Battle of Tientsin
Battle of San Tan Pating

Banana Wars
•
•
•
•
•

Siege of Granada, Nicaragua
Battle of Coyotepe Hill
Infiltration of Mexico City
Battle of Fort Dipitie
Battle of Fort Riviere

Mexican Revolution
•

Battle of Veracruz

World War I
•

Western Front
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Awards

Medal of Honor (2)
Marine Corps Brevet Medal
Army Distinguished Service Medal
Navy Distinguished Service Medal
French Order of the Black Star

Other work

Coal miner, author, public speaker, Philadelphia Director of Public Safety (1924–1925)

Smedley Darlington Butler[1] (July 30, 1881 – June 21, 1940) was a Major General in the U.S. Marine Corps, an
outspoken critic of U.S. military adventurism, and at the time of his death the most decorated Marine in U.S. history.
During his 34-year career as a Marine, he participated in military actions in the Philippines, China, in Central
America and the Caribbean during the Banana Wars, and France in World War I.
By the end of his career, he had received 16 medals, five for heroism. He is one of 19 men to twice receive the
Medal of Honor, one of three to be awarded both the Marine Corps Brevet Medal and the Medal of Honor, and the
only marine to be awarded the Brevet Medal and two Medals of Honor, all for separate actions. In his 1935 book
War is a Racket, he described the workings of the military-industrial complex and, after retiring from service,
became a popular speaker at meetings organized by veterans, pacifists and church groups in the 1930s.
In 1933, he became involved in a controversy known as the Business Plot, when he told a congressional committee
that a group of wealthy industrialists were planning a military coup to overthrow Franklin D. Roosevelt. The
purported plotters wanted Butler to lead a mass of armed veterans in a march on Washington and then become a
dictator. Butler never met with any of the principals, and the individuals supposedly involved all denied the existence
of a plot. The media ridiculed the allegations. Biographer Hans Schmidt portrays him as the victim of a small-time
trickster.[2] He lectured widely throughout the 1930s.

Early life
Smedley Butler was born July 30, 1881, in West Chester, Pennsylvania, the eldest of three sons. His parents, Thomas
and Maud (née Darlington),[3] were descended from local Quaker families. His father was a lawyer, a judge and, for
31 years, a Congressman and chair of the House Naval Affairs Committee during the Harding and Coolidge
administrations. His maternal grandfather was Smedley Darlington, a Republican Congressman from 1887-1891.[4]
Butler attended the West Chester Friends Graded High School, followed by The Haverford School, a secondary
school popular with sons of upper-class Philadelphia families.[5] A Haverford athlete, he became captain of its
baseball team and quarterback of its football team.[3] Against the wishes of his father, he left school 38 days before
his seventeenth birthday to enlist in the Marine Corps during the Spanish–American War. Nevertheless, Haverford
awarded him his high school diploma on June 6, 1898, before the end of his final year; his transcript stated he
completed the Scientific Course "with Credit".[3]

Military career
In the anti-Spanish war fever of 1898, Butler lied about his age to receive a direct commission as a Marine second
lieutenant.[3] He trained in Washington D.C. at the Marine Barracks on the corner of 8th and I Streets. In July 1898,
he went to Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, arriving shortly after its invasion and capture.[6] His company soon returned to
the U.S. and after a short break, he was assigned to the armored cruiser USS New York for four months.[7] He came
home to be mustered out of service in February 1899,[7] but in April 1899, he accepted a commission as a first
lieutenant in the Marine Corps.[7]
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Philippine–American War
The Marine Corps now sent him to the Manila, Philippines.[8] On garrison duty with little to do, he turned to alcohol
to relieve the boredom. He once became drunk and was temporarily relieved of command after an unspecified
incident in his room.[9]
In October 1899, he saw his first combat action when he led 300 Marines to take the town of Noveleta, from Filipino
rebels known as Insurrectos. In the initial moments of the assault, his first sergeant was wounded. Butler briefly
panicked, but quickly regained his composure and led his Marines in pursuit of the fleeing enemy.[9] By noon the
Marines had dispersed the rebels and taken the town. One Marine had been killed and ten were wounded. Another 50
Marines had been incapacitated by the humid tropical heat.[10]
After the excitement of this combat, garrison duty again became routine. Butler had a very large Eagle, Globe, and
Anchor tattoo made which started at his throat and extended to his waist. He also met Littleton Waller a fellow
Marine with whom he maintained a lifelong friendship. When Waller received command of a company in Guam, he
was allowed to select five officers to take with him; he chose Butler. Before they had departed, their orders were
changed and they were sent to China aboard the USS Solace to help put down the Boxer Rebellion.[10]

Boxer Rebellion
Once in China, Butler was initially deployed at Tientsin. He took part in the Battle of Tientsin on July 13, 1900.
When he saw another Marine officer fall wounded, he climbed out of a trench to rescue him. Butler was then himself
shot in the thigh. Another Marine helped him get to safety, but also was shot. Despite his leg wound, Butler assisted
the wounded officer to the rear. Four enlisted men would receive the Medal of Honor in the battle. Butler's
commanding officer, Major Littleton W. T. Waller, personally commended him and wrote that "for such reward as
you may deem proper the following officers: Lieutenant Smedley D. Butler, for the admirable control of his men in
all the fights of the week, for saving a wounded man at the risk of his own life, and under a very severe fire."
Commissioned officers were not then eligible to receive the Medal of Honor, and Butler instead received a
promotion to captain by brevet while he recovered in the hospital, two weeks before his nineteenth birthday. Butler
was wounded in the chest at Battle of San Tan Pating, the bullet reportedly clipping part of Central America out of
his tattoo. Because of his record in China, Butler became eligible for the Marine Corps Brevet Medal when it was
created in 1921, and was one of only 20 Marines to receive it.[11] His citation reads:
The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in transmitting to First Lieutenant Smedley Darlington Butler,
United States Marine Corps, the Brevet Medal which is awarded in accordance with Marine Corps Order No.
26 (1921), for distinguished conduct and public service in the presence of the enemy while serving with the
Second Battalion of Marines, near Tientsin, China, on 13 July 1900. On 28 March 1901, First Lieutenant
Butler is appointed Captain by brevet, to take rank from 13 July 1900.[12]

The Banana Wars
Butler participated in a series of occupations, police actions, and interventions by the United States in Central
America and the Caribbean, commonly called the Banana Wars because their goal was to protect American
commercial interests in the region, particularly those of the United Fruit Company. This company had significant
financial stakes in the production of bananas, tobacco, sugar cane, and other products throughout the Caribbean,
Central America and the northern portions of South America. The U.S. was also trying to advance its own political
interests by maintaining its influence in the region and especially its control of the Panama Canal. These
interventions started with the Spanish–American War in 1898 and ended with the withdrawal of troops from Haiti
and President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Good Neighbor Policy in 1934.[13] After his retirement, Butler became an
outspoken critic of the business interests in the Caribbean, criticizing the ways in which U.S. businesses and Wall
Street bankers imposed their agenda on United States foreign policy during this period.[14]
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Honduras
In 1903 Butler was stationed in Puerto Rico on Culebra Island. Hearing rumors of a Honduran revolt, the United
States government ordered his unit and a supporting naval detachment to sail to Honduras, 1,500 miles (2,414 km) to
the west, to defend the U.S. Consulate in Honduras. Using a converted banana boat renamed the Panther, Butler and
several hundred Marines landed at the port town of Puerto Cortés. In a letter home, he described the action: they
were "prepared to land and shoot everybody and everything that was breaking the peace",[15] but instead found a
quiet town. The Marines re-boarded the Panther and continued up the coast line looking for rebels at several towns,
but found none. When they arrived at Trujillo, however, they heard gunfire, and came upon a battle in progress that
had been waged for 55 hours between rebels called Bonillista and Honduran government soldiers at a local fort. At
the sight of the Marines, the fighting ceased and Butler led a detachment of Marines to the American consulate,
where he found the consul, wrapped in an American flag, hiding among the floor beams. As soon as the Marines left
the area with the shaken consul, the battle resumed and the Bonillistas soon controlled the government.[15] During
this expedition Butler earned the first of his nicknames, "Old Gimlet Eye". It was attributed to his feverish, bloodshot
eyes—he was suffering from some unnamed tropic fever at the time—which enhanced his penetrating and bellicose
stare.[16]
Marriage and business
After the Honduran campaign, Butler returned to Philadelphia. He married Ethel Conway Peters of Philadelphia in
Bay Head, New Jersey on June 30, 1905.[17] His best man at the wedding was his former commanding officer in
China, Lieutenant Colonel Littleton W. T. Waller.[18] The couple eventually had three children: a daughter, Ethel
Peters Butler (Mrs. John Wehle), and two sons, Smedley Darlington, Jr. and Thomas Richard.[19]
Butler was next assigned to garrison duty in the Philippines, where he once launched a resupply mission across the
stormy waters of Subic Bay after his isolated outpost ran out of rations. In 1908, he was diagnosed as having a
nervous breakdown and received nine months sick leave which he spent at home. He successfully managed a coal
mine in West Virginia, but returned to active duty in the Marine Corps at the first opportunity.[20]
Central America
From 1909 to 1912, Butler served in Nicaragua, enforcing U.S. policy, and once again led his battalion to the relief
of a rebel-besieged city, this time Granada, and again, with a 104-degree fever. In December 1909, he commanded
the 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, on the Isthmus of Panama. On August 11, 1912, he was temporarily detached
to command an expeditionary battalion with which he participated in the bombardment, assault and capture of
Coyotepe Hill, Nicaragua in October 1912. He remained in Nicaragua until November 1912, when he rejoined the
Marines of 3d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, at Camp Elliott, Panama.[4]
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Veracruz, Mexico, and first Medal of Honor
Butler and his family were living in Panama in January
1914 when he was ordered to report as the Marine
officer of a battleship squadron massing off the coast of
Mexico, near Veracruz, to monitor a revolutionary
movement. He did not like leaving his family and the
home they had established in Panama and he intended
to request orders home as soon as he determined he was
not needed.[21]
On March 1, 1914, Butler and Navy Lieutenant (later
Admiral) Frank Fletcher went ashore in Veracruz and
made their way to Jalapa, Mexico and back. A purpose
Marine Officers at Veracruz. Front row, left to right: Wendell C.
of the trip was to allow Butler and Fletcher to discuss
Neville; John A. Lejeune; Littleton W. T. Waller, Commanding;
Smedley Butler
the details of a future expedition into Mexico.
Fletcher's plan required Butler to make his way into the
country and develop a more detailed invasion plan while inside its borders. It was a spy mission and Butler was
enthusiastic to get started. When Admiral Fletcher explained the plan to the commanders in Washington, D.C., they
agreed to it. Butler was given the go-ahead. He entered Mexico and made his way to the U.S. Consulate in Mexico
City, posing as a railroad official named "Mr. Johnson". He and the chief railroad inspector scoured the city, saying
they were searching for a lost railroad employee; there was no lost employee, and in fact the employee they said was
lost never existed. The ruse gave Butler access to various areas of the city. In the process of the so-called search, they
located weapons in use by the Mexican army, and determined the sizes of units and states of readiness. They updated
maps and verified the railroad lines for use in an impending US invasion.[22] On March 7, 1914, he returned to
Veracruz with the information he had gathered and presented it to his commanders. The invasion plan was
eventually scrapped when authorities loyal to Victoriano Huerta detained a small American naval landing party in
Tampico, Mexico, which became known as the Tampico Affair.[23]
When President Woodrow Wilson discovered that an arms shipment was about to arrive in Mexico, he sent a
contingent of Marines and sailors to Veracruz to intercept it on April 21, 1914. Over the next few days, street
fighting and sniper fire posed a threat to Butler's force, but a door-to-door search routed out most of the resistance.
By April 26, the landing force of 5,800 Marines and sailors secured the city, which they held for the next six months.
By the end of the conflict, the Americans reported 17 dead and 63 wounded and the Mexican forces had 126 dead
and 195 wounded. After the actions at Veracruz, the United States decided to minimize the bloodshed and changed
their plans from a full invasion of Mexico to simply maintaining the city of Veracruz.[24] For his actions on April 22,
Butler was awarded his first Medal of Honor.[4][12] The citation reads:
For distinguished conduct in battle, engagement of Vera Cruz, 22 April 1914. Major Butler was eminent and
conspicuous in command of his battalion. He exhibited courage and skill in leading his men through the action
of the 22d and in the final occupation of the city.[12]
After the occupation of Veracruz, many military personnel received the Medal of Honor, an unusually high number
that diminished somewhat the prestige of the award. The Army presented one, nine went to Marines and 46 were
bestowed upon Navy personnel. During World War I, Butler, then a major, attempted to return his Medal, explaining
he had done nothing to deserve it. The medal was returned with orders to keep it and to wear it as well.[25]
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Haiti and second Medal of Honor
In 1915, rebel Haitians known as Cacos
killed the Haitian dictator Vilbrun
Guillaume Sam. In response, the United
States ordered the USS Connecticut to Haiti
with Major Butler and a group of Marines
on board. On October 24, 1915, an
estimated 400 Cacos ambushed Butler's
patrol of 44 mounted Marines when they
approached Fort Dipitie. Surrounded by
Cacos the Marines maintained their
perimeter throughout the night. The next
morning, they charged the much larger
enemy force by breaking out in three
directions. The startled Haitians fled.[26] In
Capture of Fort Riviere, Haiti, 1915, by D. J. Neary; illustrations of Major Smedley
early November Butler and a force of 700
Butler, Sergeant Iams, and Private Gross (USMC art collection)
marines and sailors returned to the
mountains to clear the area. At their temporary headquarters base at Le Trou they fought off an attack by about 100
Cacos. After the Americans took several other forts and ramparts during the following days, only Fort Rivière, an
old French-built stronghold atop Montagne Noire, was left.[26]
For the operation, Butler was given three companies of Marines and some sailors from the USS Connecticut, about
100 men. They encircled the fort, and gradually closed in on it. Butler reached the fort from the southern side with
the 15th Company and found a small opening in the wall. The Marines entered through the opening and engaged the
Cacos in hand-to-hand combat. Butler and the Marines took the rebel stronghold on November 17, 1915, an action
for which he received his second Medal of Honor, as well as the Haitian Medal of Honor.[12] The entire battle lasted
less than twenty minutes. Only one Marine was injured in the assault when he was struck by a rock and lost two
teeth.[27] All 51 Haitians in the Fort were killed.[26] Butler's exploits impressed then Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who recommended the award based upon Butler's performance during the engagement.[28]
Once the medal was approved and presented in 1917, Butler achieved the distinction, shared with Dan Daly, of being
the only Marines to receive the Medal of Honor twice for separate actions.[4] The citation reads:
For extraordinary heroism in action as Commanding Officer of detachments from the 5th, 13th, 23d
Companies and the Marine and sailor detachment from the U.S.S. Connecticut, Major Butler led the attack on
Fort Riviere, Haiti, 17 November 1915. Following a concentrated drive, several different detachments of
Marines gradually closed in on the old French bastion fort in an effort to cut off all avenues of retreat for the
Caco bandits. Reaching the fort on the southern side where there was a small opening in the wall, Major Butler
gave the signal to attack and Marines from the 15th Company poured through the breach, engaged the Cacos
in hand-to-hand combat, took the bastion and crushed the Caco resistance. Throughout this perilous action,
Major Butler was conspicuous for his bravery and forceful leadership.[12]
Subsequently, as the initial organizer and commanding officer of the Haitian Gendarmerie, the native police force,
Butler established a record as a capable administrator. Under his supervision, social order, administered by the
dictatorship, was largely restored and many vital public works projects were successfully completed.[29] He recalled
later that, during his time in Haiti, he and his troops "hunted the Cacos like pigs."[27]
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World War I
During World War I, to his disappointment, Butler was not
assigned to a combat command on the Western Front. He made
several requests for a posting in France, writing letters to his
personal friend, Wendell Cushing Neville. While Butler's superiors
considered him brave and brilliant, they described him as
"unreliable."[6]
In October 1918, he was promoted to the rank of brigadier general
at the age of 37 and placed in command of Camp Pontanezen at
Brest, France, a debarkation depot that funneled troops of the
Butler (far right) with three other legendary Marines.
American Expeditionary Force to the battlefields. The camp had
From left to right: Sergeant Major John Henry Quick,
been plagued by horribly unsanitary, overcrowded and
Major General Wendell Cushing Neville, Lieutenant
disorganized conditions. U.S. Secretary of War Newton Baker sent
General John Archer Lejeune
novelist Mary Roberts Rinehart to report on the camp. She later
described how Butler tackled the sanitation issues. Butler began by solving the mud problem: "[T]he ground under
the tents was nothing but mud, [so] he had raided the wharf at Brest of the duckboards no longer needed for the
trenches, carted the first one himself up that four-mile hill to the camp, and thus provided something in the way of
protection for the men to sleep on."[6] General John J. Pershing authorized a duckboard shoulder patch for the units.
This earned Butler another nickname, "Old Duckboard." For his exemplary service he was awarded both the Army
Distinguished Service Medal and Navy Distinguished Service Medal and the French Order of the Black Star.[4] The
citation for the Army Distinguished Service Medal states:
The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, takes pleasure in
presenting the Army Distinguished Service Medal to Brigadier General Smedley Darlington Butler, United
States Marine Corps, for exceptionally meritorious and distinguished services to the Government of the United
States, in a duty of great responsibility during World War I. Brigadier General Butler commanded with ability
and energy Pontanezen Camp at Brest during the time in which it has developed into the largest embarkation
camp in the world. Confronted with problems of extraordinary magnitude in supervising the reception,
entertainment and departure of the large numbers of officers and soldiers passing through this camp, he has
solved all with conspicuous success, performing services of the highest character for the American
Expeditionary Forces.[12]
The citation for the Navy Distinguished Service Medal states:
The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Navy Distinguished Service
Medal to Brigadier General Smedley Darlington Butler, United States Marine Corps, for exceptionally
meritorious and distinguished services in France, during World War I. Brigadier General Butler organized,
trained and commanded the 13th Regiment Marines; also the 5th Brigade of Marines. He commanded with
ability and energy Camp Pontanezen at Brest during the time in which it has developed into the largest
embarkation camp in the world. Confronted with problems of extraordinary magnitude in supervising the
reception, entertainment and departure of large numbers of officers and soldiers passing through the camp, he
has solved all with conspicuous success, performing services of the highest character for the American
Expeditionary Forces.[12]
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Following the war, he became Commanding General of the
Marine Barracks at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia. At
Quantico, he transformed the wartime training camp into a
permanent Marine post. During a training exercise in western
Virginia in 1921, he was told by a local farmer that Stonewall
Jackson's arm was buried nearby, to which he replied, "Bosh! I
will take a squad of Marines and dig up that spot to prove you
wrong!"[30] Butler found the arm in a box. He later replaced the
wooden box with a metal one, and reburied the arm. He left a
plaque on the granite monument marking the burial place of
Jackson's arm; the plaque is no longer on the marker but can be
viewed at the Chancellorsville Battlefield visitor's center.[30][31]
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Butler sitting in car at Gettysburg during a Pickett's
Charge reenactment by Marines in 1922

China and stateside service
From 1927 to 1929, Butler was commander of the Marine Expeditionary Force in China and, while there, cleverly
parlayed his influence among various generals and warlords to the protection of U.S. interests, ultimately winning
the public acclaim of contending Chinese leaders. When Butler returned to the United States in 1929 he was
promoted to major general, becoming, at age 48, the youngest major general of the Marine Corps. He directed the
Quantico camp's growth until it became the "showplace" of the Corps.[32] Butler won national attention by taking
thousands of his men on long field marches, many of which he led from the front, to Gettysburg and other Civil War
battle sites, where they conducted large-scale re-enactments before crowds of distinguished spectators.[32]
In 1931, he publicly recounted gossip about Benito Mussolini in which the dictator allegedly struck a child with his
automobile in a hit-and-run accident. The Italian government protested and President Hoover, who strongly disliked
Butler, forced Secretary of the Navy Charles Francis Adams III to court-martial him. Butler became the first general
officer to be placed under arrest since the Civil War. He apologized to Secretary Adams and the court martial was
canceled with only a reprimand.[33]

Director of Public Safety
At the urging of Butler's father, in 1924, the newly elected mayor of Philadelphia W. Freeland Kendrick asked him
to leave the Marines to become the Director of Public Safety, the official in charge of running the city's police and
fire departments. Philadelphia's municipal government was notoriously corrupt and Butler initially refused. Kendrick
asked President Calvin Coolidge to intervene. Coolidge contacted Butler and authorized him to take the necessary
leave from the Corps. At the request of the President, Butler served in the post from January 1924 until December
1925.[4] He began his new job by assembling all 4,000 of the city police into the Metropolitan Opera House in shifts
to introduce himself and inform them that things would change while he was in charge. He replaced corrupt police
officers and, in some cases, switched entire units from one part of the city to another, undermining local protection
rackets and profiteering.[34][35]
Within 48 hours of taking over, Butler organized raids on more than 900 speakeasies, ordering them padlocked and,
in many cases, destroyed. In addition to raiding the speakeasies, he also attempted to eliminate other illegal
activities: bootlegging, prostitution, gambling and police corruption. More zealous than he was political, he ordered
crackdowns on the social elite's favorite hangouts, such as the Ritz-Carlton and the Union League, as well as on
drinking establishments that served the working class.[36] Although he was effective in reducing crime and police
corruption, he was a controversial leader. In one instance he made a statement that he would promote the first officer
to kill a bandit and stated, "I don't believe there is a single bandit notch on a policeman's guns [sic] in this city, go out
and get some."[34] Although many of the local citizens and police felt that the raids were just a show, the raids
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continued for several weeks.[35]
He implemented programs to improve city safety and security. He established policies and guidelines of
administration, and developed a Philadelphia police uniform that resembled that of the Marine Corps.[37] Other
changes included military-style checkpoints into the city, bandit chasing squads armed with sawed-off shotguns, and
armored police cars.[37] The press began reporting on the good and the bad aspects of Butler's personal war on crime.
The reports praised the new uniforms, the new programs and the reductions in crime but they also reflected the
public's negative opinion of their new Public Safety director. Many felt that he was being too aggressive in his tactics
and resented the reductions in their civil rights, such as the stopping of citizens at the city checkpoints. Butler
frequently swore in his radio addresses, causing many citizens to suggest his behavior, particularly his language, was
inappropriate for someone of his rank and stature.[38] Some even suggested Butler acted like a military dictator, even
charging that he inappropriately used active-duty Marines in some of his raids.[38] Major R. A. Haynes, the federal
Prohibition commissioner, visited the city in 1924, six months after Butler was appointed. He announced that "great
progress"[39] had been made in the city and attributed that success to Butler.[39]
Eventually Butler's leadership style and the directness of actions undermined his support within the community. His
departure seemed imminent. Mayor Kendrick reported to the press, "I had the guts to bring General Butler to
Philadelphia and I have the guts to fire him."[40] Feeling that his duties in Philadelphia were coming to an end, Butler
contacted General Lejeune to prepare for his return to the Marine Corps. Not all of the city felt he was doing a bad
job though and when the news started to break that he would be leaving, people began to gather at the Academy of
Music. A group of 4,000 supporters assembled and negotiated a truce between him and the mayor to keep him in
Philadelphia for a while longer, and the President authorized a one year extension for him.[41]
His second year focused on executing arrest warrants, cracking down on crooked police and enforcing prohibition.
On January 1, 1926, his leave from the Marine Corps ended and the President declined a request for a third
extension. Butler received orders to report to San Diego and he prepared his family and his belongings for the new
assignment.[42] In light of his pending departure, Butler began to defy the Mayor and other key city officials. On the
eve of his departure, he had an article printed in the paper stating his intention to stay and "finish the job".[43] The
mayor was surprised and furious when he read the press release the next morning and demanded his resignation.[43]
After almost two years in office, Butler resigned under pressure, stating later that "cleaning up Philadelphia was
worse than any battle I was ever in."[36]

Military retirement
In the old Marine tradition, when a Commandant retired or died, it
was customary for the senior Marine Corps general to assume the
position of Commandant while a new one was chosen. However,
when Marine Corps commandant Major General Wendell C.
Neville died July 8, 1930, Butler, at that time the senior major
general in the Corps, was not appointed.[32] Although he had
significant support from many inside and outside the Corps,
including John Lejeune and Josephus Daniels, two other Marine
Corps generals were seriously considered for the post, Ben H.
Fuller and John H. Russell. General Lejeune and others petitioned
President Hoover, garnered support in the Senate and flooded
Major General Butler at his retirement ceremony
Secretary of the Navy Charles Adams's desk with more than 2,500
letters of support.[44] With the recent death of his influential father,
however, Butler had lost much of his protection from his civilian superiors. The outspokenness that characterized his
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run-ins with the Mayor of Philadelphia, the "unreliability" mentioned by his superiors when opposing a posting to
the Western Front, and his comments about Benito Mussolini resurfaced. In the end, the position of Commandant
went to Major General Ben H. Fuller and, at his own request, Butler retired from active duty on October 1,
1931.[6][32]

Later years
Even before retiring from the Corps, Butler began developing his post-Corps career. In May 1931, he took part in a
commission established by Oregon Governor Julius L. Meier. The commission laid the foundations for the Oregon
State Police.[45] He began lecturing at events and conferences and after his retirement from the Marines in 1931, he
took this up full-time. He donated much of his earnings from his lucrative lecture circuits to the Philadelphia
unemployment relief. He toured the western United States, making 60 speeches before returning for his daughter's
marriage to Marine aviator Lieutenant John Wehle. Her wedding was the only time that he wore his dress blue
uniform after he left the Marines.[46]

Senate campaign
He announced his candidacy for the U.S. Senate in the Republican
primary in Pennsylvania in March 1932 as a proponent of
Prohibition, known as a "dry".[46] He allied with Gifford Pinchot,
but they were defeated by Senator James J. Davis.[47]

Bonus Army
During his Senate campaign, Butler spoke out forcefully about the
veterans bonus. Veterans of World War I, many of whom had been
out of work since the beginning of the Great Depression, sought
immediate cash payment of Service Certificates granted to them
eight years earlier via the World War Adjusted Compensation Act
Smedley Butler at one of his many speaking
of 1924. Each Service Certificate, issued to a qualified veteran
engagements after his retirement in the 1930s.
soldier, bore a face value equal to the soldier's promised payment,
plus compound interest. The problem was that the certificates (like bonds), matured 20 years from the date of
original issuance, thus, under extant law, the Service Certificates could not be redeemed until 1945. In June 1932,
approximately 43,000 marchers—17,000 of whom were World War I veterans, their families, and affiliated
groups—protested in Washington, D.C.[48] The Bonus Expeditionary Force, also known as the "Bonus Army",
marched on Washington to advocate the passage of the "soldier's bonus" for service during World War I. After
Congress adjourned, bonus marchers remained in the city and became unruly. On July 28, 1932, two bonus marchers
were shot by police, causing the entire mob to become hostile and riotous. The FBI, then known as the United States
Bureau of Investigation, checked its fingerprint records to obtain the police records of individuals who had been
arrested during the riots or who had participated in the bonus march.[48][49]
The veterans made camp in the Anacostia flats while they awaited the congressional decision on whether or not to
pay the bonus. The motion, known as the Patnum bill, was decisively defeated, but the veterans stayed in their camp.
Butler arrived with his young son Thomas, in mid-July the day before the official eviction by the Hoover
administration. He walked through the camp and spoke to the veterans; he told them that they were fine soldiers and
they had a right to lobby Congress just as much as any corporation. He and his son spent the night and ate with the
men, and in the morning Butler gave a speech to the camping veterans. He instructed them to keep their sense of
humor and cautioned them not to do anything that would cost public sympathy.[50] On July 28, army cavalry units
led by General Douglas MacArthur dispersed the Bonus Army by riding through it and using gas. During the conflict
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several veterans were killed or injured and Butler declared himself a "Hoover-for-Ex-President-Republican".[51]

Lectures
He became widely known for his outspoken lectures against war profiteering, U.S. military adventurism, and what
he viewed as nascent fascism in the United States.
In December 1933, Butler toured the country with James E. Van Zandt to recruit members for the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW). He described their effort as "trying to educate the soldiers out of the sucker class." In his
speeches he denounced the Economy Act of 1933, called on veterans to organize politically to win their benefits, and
condemned the FDR administration for its ties to big business. The VFW reprinted one of his speeches with the title
"You Got to Get Mad" in its magazine Foreign Service. He said: "I believe in...taking Wall St. by the throat and
shaking it up."[52] He believed the American Legion was controlled by banking interests. On December 8, 1933,
explaining why he believed veterans' interests were better served by the VFW than the American Legion, he said: "I
said I have never known one leader of the American Legion who had never sold them out–and I mean it."[53]
In addition to his speeches to pacifist groups, he served from 1935 to 1937 as a spokesman for the American League
Against War and Fascism.[54][55] In 1935 he wrote the exposé War Is a Racket, a trenchant condemnation of the
profit motive behind warfare. His views on the subject are summarized in the following passage from a 1935 issue of
the socialist magazine Common Sense:[14]
I spent 33 years and four months in active military service and during that period I spent most of my time as a
high class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall Street and the bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a
gangster for capitalism. I helped make Mexico and especially Tampico safe for American oil interests in 1914.
I helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. I helped
in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the benefit of Wall Street. I helped purify
Nicaragua for the International Banking House of Brown Brothers in 1902-1912. I brought light to the
Dominican Republic for the American sugar interests in 1916. I helped make Honduras right for the American
fruit companies in 1903. In China in 1927 I helped see to it that Standard Oil went on its way unmolested.
Looking back on it, I might have given Al Capone a few hints. The best he could do was to operate his racket
in three districts. I operated on three continents.

Allegations of the Business Plot
In November 1934, Butler alleged the existence of a political
conspiracy of Wall Street interests to overthrow President Roosevelt, a
series of allegations that came to be known in the media as the
Business Plot.[56][57] A special committee of the House of
Representatives headed by Representatives John W. McCormack of
Massachusetts and Samuel Dickstein of New York, who was later
alleged to have been a paid agent of the NKVD,[58] heard his testimony
in secret.[59] The McCormack-Dickstein committee was a precursor to
the House Committee on Un-American Activities.
Smedley Butler describes an alleged political

In November 1934, Butler told the committee that one Gerald P.
conspiracy to overthrow President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1933
MacGuire told him that a group of businessmen, supposedly backed by
a private army of 500,000 ex-soldiers and others, intended to establish
a fascist dictatorship. Butler had been asked to lead it, he said, by MacGuire, who was a bond salesman with
Grayson M–P Murphy & Co. The New York Times reported that Butler had told friends that General Hugh S.
Johnson, a former official with the National Recovery Administration, was to be installed as dictator. Butler said

Smedley Butler
MacGuire had told him the attempted coup was backed by three million dollars, and that the 500,000 men were
probably to be assembled in Washington, D.C. the following year. All the parties alleged to be involved, including
Johnson, publicly said there was no truth in the story, calling it a joke and a fantasy.[59]
In its report, the committee stated that it was unable to confirm Butler's statements other than the conversations with
MacGuire.[60] No prosecutions or further investigations followed, and historians have questioned whether or not a
coup was actually contemplated. Historians have not reported any independent evidence apart from Butler's report on
what MacGuire told him. Schmidt says Maguire was an "inconsequential trickster."[61][62][63][64] The news media
dismissed the plot, with a New York Times editorial characterizing it as a "gigantic hoax".[65] When the committee's
final report was released, the Times said the committee "purported to report that a two-month investigation had
convinced it that General Butler's story of a Fascist march on Washington was alarmingly true" and "... also alleged
that definite proof had been found that the much publicized Fascist march on Washington, which was to have been
led by Major. Gen. Smedley D. Butler, retired, according to testimony at a hearing, was actually contemplated".[66]
The McCormack-Dickstein Committee confirmed some of Butler's accusations in its final report. "In the last few
weeks of the committee's official life it received evidence showing that certain persons had made an attempt to
establish a fascist organization in this country...There is no question that these attempts were discussed, were
planned, and might have been placed in execution when and if the financial backers deemed it expedient."[67] [68][69]

Death
Upon his retirement, Butler bought a home in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, where he lived with his wife.[70] In
June 1940, he checked himself into the hospital after becoming sick a few weeks earlier. His doctor described his
illness as an incurable condition of the upper gastro-intestinal tract that was probably cancer. His family remained by
his side, even bringing his new car so he could see it from the window. He never had a chance to drive it. On June
21, 1940, Smedley Butler died in the Naval Hospital in Philadelphia.[67]
The funeral was held at his home, attended by friends and family as well as several politicians, members of the
Philadelphia police force and officers of the Marine Corps.[71] He was buried at Oaklands Cemetery in West Chester,
Pennsylvania.[72] Since his death in 1940, his family has maintained his home as it was when he died, including a
large amount of memorabilia he had collected throughout his varied career.[71]

Honors and awards
Military awards
In addition to the Medal of Honor and his other American military decorations, Butler received several awards from
other countries including the Haitian Medal of Honor and the French Order of the Black Star.[73]
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[4][12][74]

1st
row

[4][12][74]

Medal of Honor

[12][74]

2nd
row

Marine Corps Brevet Medal

3rd
row

Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal, w/ 3
[74][75]
service stars

4th
row

Nicaraguan Campaign Medal (1912)

5th
row

World War I Victory Medal w/ Maltese
[74]
cross

[74]

Medal of Honor

Navy Distinguished Service
[4][74]
Medal

Army Distinguished Service
[4][12][74]
Medal

Spanish Campaign
[74]
Medal

China Relief Expedition
[74]
Medal

Haitian Campaign Medal
[74]
(1917)

Dominican Campaign
[74]
Medal

Yangtze Service
[74]
Medal

National Order of Merit, Officer
[4][76]
grade

Philippine Campaign
[74]
Medal
[74]

Mexican Service Medal

Order of the Black Star,
[73]
Officer grade

Other awards
• The USS Butler (DD-636), a Gleaves-class destroyer, was named in his honor in 1942.[4] This vessel participated
in the European and Pacific theaters of operations during the Second World War. She was later converted to a
high speed minesweeper.[4][77]
• The Boston, Massachusetts, chapter of Veterans for Peace is called the Smedley D. Butler Brigade in his
honor.[78]
• Butler was featured in the documentary film The Corporation.[79]
• In his book My First Days in the White House, Senator Huey Long of Louisiana stated that, if elected to the
presidency, he would name Butler as his Secretary of War.[32]
• His childhood home at West Chester, The Butler House, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
1980.[80]
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Paul Helliwell
Paul Lional Edward
Helliwell
Personal details
Born

1915

Died

24th December, 1976

Nationality American

Paul Helliwell joined the United States Army during World War II. Later he transferred to the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS). In 1943, with the rank of Colonel, he became head of the Secret Intelligence Branch of the OSS in
Europe. William Casey eventually replaced him in 1945. Helliwell then became chief of the Far East Division of the
War Department's Strategic Service unit.[1] In 1947, Helliwell joined the CIA.
According to Daniel Hopsicker (Barry and the Boys), Helliwell ran Red Sunset Enterprises in Miami. Hopsicker
claims it was a CIA front company set up to recruit frogmen and explosives experts for Operation Mongoose.
Helliwell continued to work as a lawyer in Miami and served as legal counsel to a Panamanian holding company that
controlled a Bahamian gambling casino connected with Meyer Lansky.
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Stuxnet
Stuxnet is a highly sophisticated computer worm. Discovered in June 2010, Stuxnet initially spreads via Microsoft
Windows, and targets Siemens industrial software and equipment. While it is not the first time that hackers have
targeted industrial systems,[1] it is the first discovered malware that spies on and subverts industrial systems,[2] and
the first to include a programmable logic controller (PLC) rootkit.[3][4]
The worm initially spreads indiscriminately, but includes a highly specialized malware payload that is designed to
target only Siemens supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) systems that are configured to control and
monitor specific industrial processes.[5][6] Stuxnet infects PLCs by subverting the Step-7 software application that is
used to reprogram these devices.[7][8]
Different variants of Stuxnet targeted five Iranian organizations,[9] with the probable target widely suspected to be
uranium enrichment infrastructure in Iran;[8][10][11] Symantec noted in August 2010 that 60% of the infected
computers worldwide were in Iran.[12] Siemens stated that the worm has not caused any damage to its customers,[13]
but the Iran nuclear program, which uses embargoed Siemens equipment procured secretly, has been damaged by
Stuxnet.[14][15] Kaspersky Lab concluded that the sophisticated attack could only have been conducted "with
nation-state support".[16] This was further supported by the F-Secure's chief researcher Mikko Hyppönen who
commented in a Stuxnet FAQ, "That's what it would look like, yes".[17] It has been speculated that Israel[18] and the
United States may have been involved.[19][20]
In May 2011, the PBS program Need To Know cited a statement by Gary Samore, White House Coordinator for
Arms Control and Weapons of Mass Destruction, in which he said, "we're glad they [the Iranians] are having trouble
with their centrifuge machine and that we – the US and its allies – are doing everything we can to make sure that we
complicate matters for them", offering "winking acknowledgement" of US involvement in Stuxnet.[21] According to
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The Daily Telegraph, a showreel that was played at a retirement party for the head of the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), Gabi Ashkenazi, included references to Stuxnet as one of his operational successes as the IDF chief of
staff.[18]
On 1 June 2012, an article in The New York Times said that Stuxnet is part of a U.S. and Israeli intelligence operation
called "Operation Olympic Games", started under President George W. Bush and expanded under President Barack
Obama.[22]
On 24 July 2012, an article by Chris Matyszczyk from cnet[23] reported how the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
e-mailed F-Secure's chief research officer Mikko Hyppönen to report a new instance of malware.
On 25 December 2012, an Iranian semi-official news agency announced there was a cyberattack by Stuxnet, this
time on the industries in the southern area of the country. The virus targeted a power plant and some other industries
in Hormozgan province in recent months.[24]

History
The worm was at first identified by the security company VirusBlokAda in mid-June 2010.[7] Journalist Brian
Krebs's 15 July 2010 blog posting was the first widely read report on the worm.[25][26] Its name is derived from some
keywords discovered in the software.[8][27] The reason for the discovery at this time is attributed to the virus
accidentally spreading beyond its intended target (the Natanz plant) due to a programming error introduced in an
update; this led to the worm spreading to an engineer's computer that had been hooked up to the centrifuges, and then
spread when the engineer returned home and hooked his computer up to the internet.[22]
Kaspersky Lab experts at first estimated that Stuxnet started spreading around March or April 2010,[28] but the first
variant of the worm appeared in June 2009.[7] On 15 July 2010, the day the worm's existence became widely known,
a distributed denial-of-service attack was made on the servers for two leading mailing lists on industrial-systems
security. This attack from an unknown source but likely related to Stuxnet, disabled one of the lists and thereby
interrupted an important source of information for power plants and factories.[26]
The second variant, with substantial improvements, appeared in March 2010, apparently because its authors believed
that Stuxnet was not spreading fast enough; a third, with minor improvements, appeared in April 2010.[26] The worm
contains a component with a build time-stamp from 3 February 2010.[29] In the United Kingdom on 25 November
2010, Sky News reported that it had received information from an anonymous source at an unidentified IT security
organization that Stuxnet, or a variation of the worm, had been traded on the black market.[30] However, other
security experts disagreed.[31]

Affected countries
A study of the spread of Stuxnet by Symantec showed that the main affected countries in the early days of the
infection were Iran, Indonesia and India:[32]

134

Stuxnet

135

Country

Infected computers

Iran

58.85%

Indonesia

18.22%

India

8.31%

Azerbaijan

2.57%

United States 1.56%
Pakistan

1.28%

Others

9.2%

Iran was reported to have "beefed up" its cyberwar capabilities following the Stuxnet attack, and has been suspected
of retaliatory attacks against U.S. banks. [33]

Operation
[O]ne of the great technical blockbusters in malware history.

“

”
[26]

—Vanity Fair, April 2011

Unlike most malware, Stuxnet does little harm to computers and networks that do not meet specific configuration
requirements; "The attackers took great care to make sure that only their designated targets were hit...It was a
marksman’s job."[34] While the worm is promiscuous, it makes itself inert if Siemens software is not found on
infected computers, and contains safeguards to prevent each infected computer from spreading the worm to more
than three others, and to erase itself on 24 June 2012.[26]
For its targets, Stuxnet contains, among other things, code for a man-in-the-middle attack that fakes industrial
process control sensor signals so an infected system does not shut down due to detected abnormal
behavior.[26][34][20] Such complexity is very unusual for malware. The worm consists of a layered attack against
three different systems:
1. The Windows operating system,
2. Siemens PCS 7, WinCC and STEP7 industrial software applications that run on Windows and
3. One or more Siemens S7 PLCs.

Windows infection
Stuxnet attacked Windows systems using an unprecedented four zero-day attacks (plus the CPLINK vulnerability
and a vulnerability used by the Conficker worm[35]). It is initially spread using infected removable drives such as
USB flash drives,[8][36] and then uses other exploits and techniques such as peer-to-peer RPC to infect and update
other computers inside private networks that are not directly connected to the Internet.[37][38][39] The number of
zero-day exploits used is unusual, as they are highly valued and malware creators do not normally waste the use of
four different ones in the same worm.[10] Stuxnet is unusually large at half a megabyte in size,[37] and written in
several different programming languages (including C and C++) which is also irregular for malware.[2][7][20] The
Windows component of the malware is promiscuous in that it spreads relatively quickly and indiscriminately.[29]
The malware has both user-mode and kernel-mode rootkit capability under Windows,[39] and its device drivers have
been digitally signed with the private keys of two certificates that were stolen from separate well-known companies,
JMicron and Realtek, both located at Hsinchu Science Park in Taiwan.[29][37] The driver signing helped it install
kernel-mode rootkit drivers successfully without users being notified, and therefore to remain undetected for a
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relatively long period of time.[40] Both compromised certificates have been revoked by VeriSign.
Two websites in Denmark and Malaysia were configured as command and control servers for the malware, allowing
it to be updated, and for industrial espionage to be conducted by uploading information. Both of these websites have
subsequently been taken down as part of a global effort to disable the malware.[39][26]

Step 7 software infection
According to researcher Ralph Langner,[41][42] once installed on a
Windows system Stuxnet infects project files belonging to Siemens'
WinCC/PCS 7 SCADA control software[43] (Step 7), and subverts a
key communication library of WinCC called s7otbxdx.dll. Doing
so intercepts communications between the WinCC software running
under Windows and the target Siemens PLC devices that the software
is able to configure and program when the two are connected via a data
cable. In this way, the malware is able to install itself on PLC devices
unnoticed, and subsequently to mask its presence from WinCC if the
control software attempts to read an infected block of memory from the
PLC system.[39]

Overview of normal communications between
Step 7 and a Siemens PLC

The malware furthermore used a zero-day exploit in the
WinCC/SCADA database software in the form of a hard-coded
database password.[44]

Overview of Stuxnet hijacking communication
between Step 7 software and a Siemens PLC

PLC infection

Siemens Simatic S7-300 PLC CPU with three I/O
modules attached

The entirety of the Stuxnet code has not yet been disclosed, but its
payload targets only those SCADA configurations that meet criteria
that it is programmed to identify.[26] Stuxnet requires specific slave
variable-frequency drives (frequency converter drives) to be attached
to the targeted Siemens S7-300 system and its associated modules. It
only attacks those PLC systems with variable-frequency drives from
two specific vendors: Vacon based in Finland and Fararo Paya based in
Iran.[45] Furthermore, it monitors the frequency of the attached motors,
and only attacks systems that spin between 807 Hz and 1210 Hz. The
industrial applications of motors with these parameters are diverse, and

may include pumps or gas centrifuges.
Stuxnet installs malware into memory block DB890 of the PLC that monitors the Profibus messaging bus of the
system.[39] When certain criteria are met, it periodically modifies the frequency to 1410 Hz and then to 2 Hz and
then to 1064 Hz, and thus affects the operation of the connected motors by changing their rotational speed.[45] It also
installs a rootkit – the first such documented case on this platform – that hides the malware on the system and masks
the changes in rotational speed from monitoring systems.
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Removal
Siemens has released a detection and removal tool for Stuxnet. Siemens recommends contacting customer support if
an infection is detected and advises installing Microsoft patches for security vulnerabilities and prohibiting the use of
third-party USB flash drives.[46] Siemens also advises immediately upgrading password access codes.[47]
The worm's ability to reprogram external PLCs may complicate the removal procedure. Symantec's Liam O'Murchu
warns that fixing Windows systems may not completely solve the infection; a thorough audit of PLCs may be
necessary. Despite speculation that incorrect removal of the worm could cause damage,[48] Siemens reports that in
the first four months since discovery, the malware was successfully removed from the systems of twenty-two
customers without any adverse impact.[46][49]

Control system security
Prevention of control system security incidents,[50] such as from viral infections like Stuxnet, is a topic that is being
addressed in both the public and the private sector.
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security National Cyber Security Division (NCSD) operates the Control System
Security Program (CSSP).[51] The program operates a specialized computer emergency response team called the
Industrial Control Systems Cyber Emergency Response Team (ICS-CERT), conducts a biannual conference
(ICSJWG), provides training, publishes recommended practices, and provides a self-assessment tool. As part of a
Department of Homeland Security plan to improve American computer security, in 2008 it and the Idaho National
Laboratory (INL) worked with Siemens to identify security holes in the company's widely used Process Control
System 7 (PCS 7) and its software Step 7. In July 2008, INL and Siemens publicly announced flaws in the control
system at a Chicago conference; Stuxnet exploited these holes in 2009.[34]
Several industry organizations[52][53] and professional societies[54][55] have published standards and best practice
guidelines providing direction and guidance for control system end-users on how to establish a control system
security management program. The basic premise that all of these documents share is that prevention requires a
multi-layered approach, often referred to as "defense-in-depth".[56] The layers include policies and procedures,
awareness and training, network segmentation, access control measures, physical security measures, system
hardening, e.g., patch management, and system monitoring, anti-virus and intrusion prevention system (IPS). The
standards and best practices also all recommend starting with a risk analysis and a control system security
assessment.[57][58]

Speculations about the target and origin
Experts believe that Stuxnet required the largest and costliest development effort in malware history.[26] Its many
capabilities would have required a team of people to program, in-depth knowledge of industrial processes, and an
interest in attacking industrial infrastructure.[2][7] Eric Byres, who has years of experience maintaining and
troubleshooting Siemens systems, told Wired that writing the code would have taken many man-months, if not
years.[37] Symantec estimates that the group developing Stuxnet would have consisted of anywhere from five to
thirty people, and would have taken six months to prepare.[59][26] The Guardian, the BBC and The New York Times
all claimed that (unnamed) experts studying Stuxnet believe the complexity of the code indicates that only a
nation-state would have the capabilities to produce it.[10][59][60] The self-destruct and other safeguards within the
code imply that a Western government was responsible, with lawyers evaluating the worm's ramifications.[26]
Software security expert Bruce Schneier condemned the 2010 news coverage of Stuxnet as hype, however, stating
that it was almost entirely based on speculation.[61] But after subsequent research, Schneier stated in 2012 that "we
can now conclusively link Stuxnet to the centrifuge structure at the Natanz nuclear enrichment lab in Iran".[62]
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Iran as target
Ralph Langner, the researcher who identified that Stuxnet infected PLCs,[8] first speculated publicly in September
2010 that the malware was of Israeli origin, and that it targeted Iranian nuclear facilities.[63] However Langner more
recently, in a TED Talk recorded in February 2011, stated that, "My opinion is that the Mossad is involved, but that
the leading force is not Israel. The leading force behind Stuxnet is the cyber superpower – there is only one; and
that's the United States."[64] Kevin Hogan, Senior Director of Security Response at Symantec, reported that the
majority of infected systems were in Iran (about 60%),[65] which has led to speculation that it may have been
deliberately targeting "high-value infrastructure" in Iran[10] including either the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant or the
Natanz nuclear facility.[37][66][67] Langner called the malware "a one-shot weapon" and said that the intended target
was probably hit,[68] although he admitted this was speculation.[37] Another German researcher, Frank Rieger, was
the first to speculate that Natanz was the target.[26]
Natanz nuclear facilities

External images
Natanz

[69]

at GlobalSecurity.org

According to the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, in September 2010 experts on Iran and computer security specialists
were increasingly convinced that Stuxnet was meant "to sabotage the uranium enrichment facility at Natanz – where
the centrifuge operational capacity has dropped over the past year by 30 percent."[70] On 23 November 2010 it was
announced that uranium enrichment at Natanz had ceased several times because of a series of major technical
problems.[71][72] A "serious nuclear accident" (supposedly the shutdown of some of its centrifuges[73]) occurred at
the site in the first half of 2009, which is speculated to have forced the head of Iran's Atomic Energy Organization
Gholam Reza Aghazadeh to resign.[74] Statistics published by the Federation of American Scientists (FAS) show that
the number of enrichment centrifuges operational in Iran mysteriously declined from about 4,700 to about 3,900
beginning around the time the nuclear incident WikiLeaks mentioned would have occurred.[75] (ISIS) suggests, in a
report published in December 2010, that Stuxnet is "a reasonable explanation for the apparent damage"[76] at Natanz,
and may have destroyed up to 1000 centrifuges (10 percent) sometime between November 2009 and late January
2010. The authors conclude:
The attacks seem designed to force a change in the centrifuge’s rotor speed, first raising the speed and then
lowering it, likely with the intention of inducing excessive vibrations or distortions that would destroy the
centrifuge. If its goal was to quickly destroy all the centrifuges in the FEP, Stuxnet failed. But if the goal was
to destroy a more limited number of centrifuges and set back Iran’s progress in operating the FEP, while
making detection difficult, it may have succeeded, at least temporarily.[76]
The (ISIS) report further notes that Iranian authorities have attempted to conceal the breakdown by installing new
centrifuges on a large scale.[76][77]
The worm worked by first causing an infected Iranian IR-1 centrifuge to increase from its normal operating speed of
1,064 hertz to 1,410 hertz for 15 minutes before returning to its normal frequency. Twenty-seven days later, the
worm went back into action, slowing the infected centrifuges down to a few hundred hertz for a full 50 minutes. The
stresses from the excessive, then slower, speeds caused the aluminum centrifugal tubes to expand, often forcing parts
of the centrifuges into sufficient contact with each other to destroy the machine.[78]
According to The Washington Post, (IAEA) cameras installed in the Natanz facility recorded the sudden dismantling
and removal of approximately 900–1000 centrifuges during the time the Stuxnet worm was reportedly active at the
plant. Iranian technicians, however, were able to quickly replace the centrifuges and the report concluded that
uranium enrichment was likely only briefly disrupted.[79]
On 15 February 2011, (ISIS) released a report concluding that:
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Assuming Iran exercises caution, Stuxnet is unlikely to destroy more centrifuges at the Natanz plant. Iran
likely cleaned the malware from its control systems. To prevent re-infection, Iran will have to exercise special
caution since so many computers in Iran contain Stuxnet.
Although Stuxnet appears to be designed to destroy centrifuges at the Natanz facility, destruction was by no
means total. Moreover, Stuxnet did not lower the production of LEU during 2010. LEU quantities could have
certainly been greater, and Stuxnet could be an important part of the reason why they did not increase
significantly. Nonetheless, there remain important questions about why Stuxnet destroyed only 1,000
centrifuges. One observation is that it may be harder to destroy centrifuges by use of cyber attacks than often
believed.[76]

Iranian reaction
The Associated Press reported that the semi-official Iranian Students News Agency released a statement on 24
September 2010 stating that experts from the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran met in the previous week to
discuss how Stuxnet could be removed from their systems.[6] According to analysts, such as David Albright, Western
intelligence agencies have been attempting to sabotage the Iranian nuclear program for some time.[80][81]
The head of the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant told Reuters that only the personal computers of staff at the plant had
been infected by Stuxnet and the state-run newspaper Iran Daily quoted Reza Taghipour, Iran's telecommunications
minister, as saying that it had not caused "serious damage to government systems".[60] The Director of Information
Technology Council at the Iranian Ministry of Industries and Mines, Mahmud Liaii, has said that: "An electronic war
has been launched against Iran... This computer worm is designed to transfer data about production lines from our
industrial plants to locations outside Iran."[82]
In response to the infection, Iran has assembled a team to combat it. With more than 30,000 IP addresses affected in
Iran, an official has said that the infection is fast spreading in Iran and the problem has been compounded by the
ability of Stuxnet to mutate. Iran has set up its own systems to clean up infections and has advised against using the
Siemens SCADA antivirus since it is suspected that the antivirus is actually embedded with codes which update
Stuxnet instead of eradicating it.[83][84][85][86]
According to Hamid Alipour, deputy head of Iran's government Information Technology Company, "The attack is
still ongoing and new versions of this virus are spreading." He reports that his company had begun the cleanup
process at Iran's "sensitive centres and organizations."[84] "We had anticipated that we could root out the virus within
one to two months, but the virus is not stable, and since we started the cleanup process three new versions of it have
been spreading," he told the Islamic Republic News Agency on 27 September 2010.[86]
On 29 November 2010, Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad stated for the first time that a computer virus had
caused problems with the controller handling the centrifuges at its Natanz facilities. According to Reuters he told
reporters at a news conference in Tehran, "They succeeded in creating problems for a limited number of our
centrifuges with the software they had installed in electronic parts."[87][88]
On the same day two Iranian nuclear scientists were targeted in separate, but nearly simultaneous car bomb attacks
near Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran. Majid Shahriari, a quantum physicist was killed. Fereydoon Abbasi, a
high-ranking official at the Ministry of Defense was seriously wounded. Wired speculated that the assassinations
could indicate that whoever was behind Stuxnet felt that it was not sufficient to stop the nuclear program.[89] In
January 2010, another Iranian nuclear scientist, a physics professor at Tehran University, had been killed in a similar
bomb explosion.[89] On 11 January 2012, a Director of the Natanz nuclear enrichment facility, Mostafa Ahmadi
Roshan, was killed in an attack quite similar to the one that killed Shahriari.[90]
An analysis by the FAS demonstrates that Iran’s enrichment capacity grew during 2010. The study indicates that
Iran’s centrifuges appear to be performing 60% better than in the previous year, which would significantly reduce
Tehran’s time to produce bomb-grade uranium. The FAS report was reviewed by an official with the IAEA who
affirmed the study.[91][92][93]
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European and U.S. officials, along with private experts, have told Reuters that Iranian engineers were successful in
neutralizing and purging Stuxnet from their country's nuclear machinery.[94]
Given the growth in Iranian enrichment capability in 2010, the country may have intentionally put out
misinformation to cause Stuxnet's creators to believe that the worm was more successful in disabling the Iranian
nuclear program than it actually was.[26]
Israel
Israel, through Unit 8200,[95][96] has been speculated to be the country behind Stuxnet in many media
reports[59][73][97] and by experts such as Richard A. Falkenrath, former Senior Director for Policy and Plans within
the U.S. Office of Homeland Security.[98][60] Yossi Melman, who covers intelligence for the Israeli daily newspaper
Haaretz and is writing a book about Israeli intelligence, also suspected that Israel was involved, noting that Meir
Dagan, the former (2011) head of the national intelligence agency Mossad, had his term extended in 2009 because he
was said to be involved in important projects. Additionally, Israel now expects that Iran will have a nuclear weapon
in 2014 or 2015 – at least three years later than earlier estimates – without the need for an Israeli military attack on
Iranian nuclear facilities; "They seem to know something, that they have more time than originally thought”, he
added.[15][34] Israel has not publicly commented on the Stuxnet attack but confirmed that cyberwarfare is now
among the pillars of its defense doctrine, with a military intelligence unit set up to pursue both defensive and
offensive options.[99][100][101] When questioned whether Israel was behind the virus in the fall of 2010, some Israeli
officials broke into "wide smiles", fueling speculation that the government of Israel was involved with its
genesis.[102] American presidential advisor Gary Samore also smiled when Stuxnet was mentioned,[34] although
American officials have indicated that the virus originated abroad.[102] According to The Telegraph, Israeli
newspaper Haaretz reported that a video celebrating operational successes of Gabi Ashkenazi, retiring IDF Chief of
Staff, was shown at his retirement party and included references to Stuxnet, thus strengthening claims that Israel's
security forces were responsible.[103]
In 2009, a year before Stuxnet was discovered, Scott Borg of the United States Cyber-Consequences Unit
(US-CCU)[104] suggested that Israel might prefer to mount a cyber-attack rather than a military strike on Iran's
nuclear facilities.[81] And, in late 2010 Borg stated, "Israel certainly has the ability to create Stuxnet and there is little
downside to such an attack, because it would be virtually impossible to prove who did it. So a tool like Stuxnet is
Israel's obvious weapon of choice."[27] Iran uses P-1 centrifuges at Natanz, the design for which A. Q. Khan stole in
1976 and took to Pakistan. His black market nuclear-proliferation network sold P-1s to, among other customers, Iran.
Experts believe that Israel also somehow acquired P-1s and tested Stuxnet on the centrifuges, installed at the Dimona
facility that is part of its own nuclear program.[34] The equipment may be from the United States, which received
P-1s from Libya's former nuclear program.[105][34]
Some have also referred to several clues in the code such as a concealed reference to the word "MYRTUS", believed
to refer to the Myrtle tree, or Hadassah in Hebrew. Hadassah was the birth name of the former Jewish queen of
Persia, Queen Esther.[106][107] However, it may be that the "MYRTUS" reference is simply a misinterpreted
reference to SCADA components known as RTUs (Remote Terminal Units) and that this reference is actually "My
RTUs"–a management feature of SCADA.[108] Also, the number 19790509 appears once in the code and might refer
to the date "1979 May 09", the day Habib Elghanian, a Persian Jew, was executed in Tehran.[39][109][110] Another
date that appears in the code is "24 September 2007", the day that Iran's president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke at
Columbia University and made comments questioning the validity of the Holocaust.[26] Such data is not conclusive,
since, as written by Symantec, "Attackers would have the natural desire to implicate another party" with a false
flag.[26][39]
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There has also been speculation on the involvement of the United States,[111] with one report stating that "there is
vanishingly little doubt that [it] played a role in creating the worm."[26] It has been reported that the United States,
under one of its most secret programs, initiated by the Bush administration and accelerated by the Obama
administration, has sought to destroy Iran's nuclear program by novel methods such as undermining Iranian
computer systems. A diplomatic cable obtained by WikiLeaks showed how the United States was advised to target
Iran's nuclear capabilities through 'covert sabotage'.[112] A Wired article claimed that Stuxnet "is believed to have
been created by the United States".[113] The fact that John Bumgarner, a former intelligence officer and member of
the United States Cyber-Consequences Unit ([US-CCU), published an article prior to Stuxnet being discovered or
deciphered, that outlined a strategic cyberstrike on centrifuges[114] and suggests that cyber attacks are permissible
against nation states which are operating uranium enrichment programs that violate international treaties gives some
credibility to these claims. Bumgarner pointed out that the centrifuges used to process fuel for nuclear weapons are a
key target for cybertage operations and that they can be made to destroy themselves by manipulating their rotational
speeds.[115]
In a March 2012 interview with CBS News' "60 Minutes," retired USAF general Michael Hayden – who served as
director of both the Central Intelligence Agency and National Security Agency – while denying knowledge of who
created Stuxnet said that he believed it had been "a good idea" but that it carried a downside in that it had legitimized
the use of sophisticated cyberweapons designed to cause physical damage. Hayden said, "There are those out there
who can take a look at this… and maybe even attempt to turn it to their own purposes." In the same report, Sean
McGurk, a former cybersecurity official at the Department of Homeland Security noted that the Stuxnet source code
could now be downloaded online and modified to be directed at new target systems. Speaking of the Stuxnet
creators, he said, "They opened the box. They demonstrated the capability… It's not something that can be put
back."[116]
Joint effort and other states and targets
In April 2011 Iranian government official Gholam Reza Jalali stated that an investigation had concluded that the
United States and Israel were behind the Stuxnet attack.[117] According to Vanity Fair, Rieger stated that three
European countries' intelligence agencies agreed that Stuxnet was a joint United States-Israel effort. The code for the
Windows injector and the PLC payload differ in style, likely implying collaboration. Other experts believe that a
US-Israel cooperation is unlikely because "the level of trust between the two countries’ intelligence and military
establishments is not high."[26]
China,[118] Jordan, and France are other possibilities, and Siemens may have also participated.[26][111] Langner
speculated that the infection may have spread from USB drives belonging to Russian contractors since the Iranian
targets were not accessible via the internet.[8][119]
Sandro Gaycken from the Free University Berlin argued that the attack on Iran was a ruse to distract from Stuxnet's
real purpose. According to him, its broad dissemination in more than 100,000 industrial plants worldwide suggests a
field test of a cyber weapon in different security cultures, testing their preparedness, resilience, and reactions, all
highly valuable information for a cyberwar unit.[120]
The United Kingdom has denied involvement in the virus's creation.[121]
Stratfor Documents released by Wikileaks suggest that the International Security Firm 'Stratfor' believe that Israel is
behind Stuxnet - "But we can't assume that because they did stuxnet that they are capable of doing this blast as
well."[122]
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Duqu
On 1 September 2011, a new worm was found, thought to be related to Stuxnet. The Laboratory of Cryptography
and System Security (CrySyS) of the Budapest University of Technology and Economics analyzed the malware,
naming the threat Duqu.[123][124] Symantec, based on this report, continued the analysis of the threat, calling it
"nearly identical to Stuxnet, but with a completely different purpose", and published a detailed technical paper.[125]
The main component used in Duqu is designed to capture information[20] such as keystrokes and system information.
The exfiltrated data may be used to enable a future Stuxnet-like attack. On 28 December 2011, Kaspersky Lab's
director of global research and analysis spoke to Reuters about recent research results showing the platform, Stuxnet
and Duqu both were built on, originated in 2007 and is being referred to as Tilded, due to the ~d at the beginning of
the file names. Also uncovered in this research was the possibility for three more variants based on the Tilded
platform.[126]

Flame
In May 2012, the new malware "Flame" was found, thought to be related to Stuxnet.[127] Researchers named the
program "Flame" after the name of one of its modules.[127] After analysing the code of Flame, Kaspersky said that
there is a strong relationship between Flame and Stuxnet. An early version of Stuxnet contained code to propagate
infections via USB drives that is nearly identical to a Flame module that exploits the same vulnerability.[128]
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Project MERRIMAC
Project MERRIMAC was a domestic espionage operation coordinated under the Office of Security of the CIA. It
involved information gathering procedures via infiltration and surveillance on Washington-based anti-war groups
that might pose potential threats to the CIA. However, the type of data gathered also included general information on
the infrastructure of targeted communities. Project MERRIMAC and its twin program, Project RESISTANCE were
both coordinated by the CIA Office of Security. In addition, the twin projects were branch operations that relayed
civilian information to their parent program, Operation CHAOS. The Assassination Archives and Research Center
believes that Project MERRIMAC began in February 1967.

External links
•
•
•
•

CHAOS, MERRIMAC, and RESISTANCE | PDF [1]
Development of Surveillance Technology & Risk of Abuse of Economic Information | PDF [2]
Domestic Surveillance: The History of Operation CHAOS-MERRIMAC_RESISTANCE [3]
Staff report: CHAOS and the office of security [4]
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Project RESISTANCE
Project RESISTANCE was a domestic espionage operation coordinated under the Domestic Operations Division
(DOD) of the CIA. Its purpose was to collect background information on groups around the U.S. that might pose
threats to CIA facilities and personnel. From 1967 to 1973, many local police departments, college campus staff
members, and other independent informants collaborated with the CIA to keep track of student radical groups that
opposed the U.S. government's foreign policies on Vietnam. Project RESISTANCE and its twin program, Project
MERRIMAC were both coordinated by the CIA Office of Security. In addition, the twin projects were branch
operations that relayed civilian information to their parent program, Operation CHAOS.

External links
•
•
•
•

CHAOS, MERRIMAC, and RESISTANCE | PDF [1]
Development of Surveillance Technology & Risk of Abuse of Economic Information | PDF [2]
Domestic Surveillance: The History of Operation CHAOS-MERRIMAC_RESISTANCE [3]
Staff report: CHAOS and the office of security [4]
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Rendon Group
The Rendon Group is a public relations and propaganda firm headed
by John Rendon which specializes in providing communications
services both nationally and internationally. The Rendon Group
website states, “For nearly three decades, The Rendon Group has been
providing innovative global strategic communications solutions from
our headquarters in Washington, DC. TRG utilizes state-of-the-art
technology as well as traditional public relations tools, assisting
leading commercial, government and military organizations.”[1] In a
1998 speech to the National Security Conference (NSC), company
founder John Rendon described himself as "an information warrior,
and a perception manager." [2] James Bamford of Rolling Stone
describes him as "The man who sold the [Iraq] war.[3]

History

The Universal North Building (foreground;
Universal South Building is in the background)
located at 1875 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., in the
Adams Morgan neighborhood of Washington,
D.C.. The modernist high-rise was built in 1962
to the designs of architect Edwin Weihe. Tenants
include the American Cancer Society, Center for
Law and Education, Center for Science in the
Public Interest, Environmental Defense Fund,
Food Research and Action Center, Mautner
Project, National Association of Student
Personnel Administrators, National Bank of
Pakistan, National Partnership for Women &
Families, Physicians for Social Responsibility,
Population Reference Bureau, Progressive
Victory, Rendon Group, Results for
Development Institute, Society for International
Development, and Womens Foreign Policy
Group.

John Rendon began his career as an election campaign consultant to
Democratic Party politicians. According to the New Republic's
Franklin Foer, "He masterminded Michael Dukakis's gubernatorial
campaign in 1974; worked as executive director of the Democratic
National Committee in the Jimmy Carter era; managed the 1980
Democratic convention in New York; and subsequently worked as
chief scheduler for Carter's reelection campaign." In the mid-1980s,
however, he began working for clients in the Caribbean and other
places outside the United States. "[His] career took an unlikely turn in Panama, where his work with political
opponents of Manuel Noriega kept him in the country straight through the 1989 American invasion. As U.S. forces
quickly invaded and quickly pulled out, he helped broker the transition of power." This in turn led to contacts with
the CIA, and in 1990 the government-in-exile of Kuwait hired him to help drum up support for war in the Persian
Gulf to oust Iraq's occupying army.[4]

Kuwait
PR Watch reported in 2001, "The Rendon Group's website states that during the Gulf War, it 'established a full-scale
communications operation for the Government of Kuwait, including the establishment of a production studio in
London producing programming material for the exiled Kuwaiti Television.' Rendon also provided media support for
exiled government leaders and helped Kuwaiti officials after the war by 'providing press and site advance to
incoming congressional delegations and other visiting US government officials.' Several of Rendon's
non-governmental clients also have headquarters in Kuwait: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, Kuwait University,
American Housing Consortium, American Business Council of Kuwait, and KPMY/Peat Marwick.
The Rendon Group's work in Kuwait continued after the war itself had ended. 'If any of you either participated in the
liberation of Kuwait City ... or if you watched it on television, you would have seen hundreds of Kuwaitis waving
small American flags,' John Rendon said in his speech to the NSC. 'Did you ever stop to wonder how the people of
Kuwait City, after being held hostage for seven long and painful months, were able to get hand-held American flags?
And for that matter, the flags of other coalition countries? Well, you now know the answer. That was one of my
jobs.'"[2]
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Kosovo
When NATO initiated Operation NOBLE ANVIL air operations directed at Serbian targets to prevent genocide
against Kosovo Moslems, it became immediately apparent that the coalition's message was not reaching audiences in
the region that were being bombarded by Slobodan Milosevic's information ministry's propaganda.[5] The Rendon
Group established the Balkan Information Exchange under contract with U.S. European Command in seven
languages including Serbo-Croatian.[6] A different company administers the site today in a ten-language format as
the Southeast European Times.

Iraq
According to PR Watch,
Rendon was also a major player in the CIA's effort to encourage the overthrow of Saddam Hussein. In May
1991, then-President George H. W. Bush signed a presidential finding directing the CIA to create the
conditions for Hussein's removal. The hope was that members of the Iraqi military would turn on Hussein and
stage a military coup. The CIA did not have the mechanisms in place to make that happen, so they hired the
Rendon Group to run a covert anti-Saddam propaganda campaign. Rendon's postwar work involved producing
videos and radio skits ridiculing Saddam Hussein, a traveling photo exhibit of Iraqi atrocities, and radio scripts
calling on Iraqi army officers to defect.
A February 1998 report by Peter Jennings cited records obtained by ABC News which showed that the
Rendon Group spent more than $23 million dollars in the first year of its contract with the CIA. It set up the
Iraqi National Congress (INC), an opposition coalition of 19 Iraqi and Kurdish organizations whose main tasks
were to 'gather information, distribute propaganda and recruit dissidents.' According to ABC, Rendon came up
with the name for the Iraqi National Congress and channeled $12 million of covert CIA funding to it between
1992 and 1996.
ClandestineRadio.com, a website which monitors underground and anti-government radio stations in countries
throughout the world, credits the Rendon Group with "designing and supervising" the Iraqi Broadcasting
Corporation (IBC) and Radio Hurriah, which began broadcasting Iraqi opposition propaganda in January 1992
from a US government transmitter in Kuwait. According to a September 1996 article in Time magazine, six
CIA case officers supervised the IBC's 11 hours of daily programming and Iraqi National Congress activities
in the Iraqi Kurdistan city of Arbil. These activities came to an abrupt end on August 31, 1996, when the Iraqi
army invaded Arbil and executed all but 12 out of 100 IBC staff workers along with about 100 members of the
Iraqi National Congress.
—[2]
According to a Harvard graduate student from Iraq who helped translate some of the radio broadcasts into Arabic,
the program was poorly run. "No one in-house spoke a word of Arabic," he says. "They thought I was mocking
Saddam, but for all they knew I could have been lambasting the US government." The scripts, he adds, were often ill
conceived. "Who in Iraq is going to think it's funny to poke fun at Saddam's mustache," the student notes, "when the
vast majority of Iraqi men themselves have mustaches?"[7]
Franklin Foer reported in The New Republic that Rendon has been dogged throughout his career "by complaints of
profligate spending—even charged with being the PR equivalent of the Pentagon's $400 toilet seat. In 1995 CIA
accountants demanded an audit of his work. As ABC reported in 1998, Rendon's own records show he spent more
than $23 million in the first year of his contract to work with the INC. Several of his operatives in London earned
more than the director of Central Intelligence—about $19,000 per month. Rendon shot across the Atlantic on the
Concorde, while his subordinates flew on open business-class tickets. According to one of those subordinates, 'There
was no incentive for Rendon to hold down costs.'” The Agency's inspector general found no evidence of fraud.[4]
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Writing in the New Yorker, Seymour Hersh said the Rendon Group was "paid close to a hundred million dollars by
the CIA" for its work with the INC."[8] Journalist James Bamford reported in the Rolling Stone that Rendon came up
with the name for the INC and helped install Ahmad Chalabi as its head. Francis Brooke, adviser to Ahmed Chalabi
and former employee of The Rendon Group said, “Those arguments are false. Mr. Rendon was a consultant. The
Iraqi National Congress was founded independently by Dr. Chalabi, and Mr. Rendon provided consulting services
during that period.”[9]
The Rendon Group replied on its website to Mr. Bamford’s article, saying, “For the record, the Rendon Group (TRG)
had no role whatsoever in making the case for the Iraq war, here at home or internationally. Mr. Bamford's
contention to the contrary is flatly untrue. TRG reviews open source media reports for the Department of Defense
and analyzes and charts positive and negative trends very much the same way public opinion researchers analyze
polling data. Unable to find facts that support his thesis, Mr. Bamford relies on false information and
mischaracterization to create his story.” The post goes on to address numerous factual errors in Bamford’s article.[10]

Afghanistan
The San Jose Mercury News reported in October 2001 that the Pentagon had awarded Rendon a four-month,
$397,000 contract to handle PR aspects of U.S. military strikes in Afghanistan. Rendon and Pentagon officials
declined to discuss details of the firm's work, which included monitoring international news media, conducting focus
groups and recommending "ways the US military can counter disinformation and improve its own public
communications." All of which can be found in public Contracts between The Rendon Group and the Department of
Defense.[11]
The New York Times reported in February 2002 that the Pentagon was consulting the Rendon Group to assist its new
information operations agency, the Office of Strategic Influence (OSI) Of which it only consulted The Rendon
Group. However, the OSI was publicly disbanded following a backlash when Pentagon officials said the new office
would engage in "black" disinformation campaigns of which The Rendon Group was not part.[12][13]
In December, 2005, the Chicago Tribune reported that the Rendon Group received $1.4 million in 2004 to help
Afghan President Hamid Karzai with media relations. According to the paper, after seven months Karzai and Zalmay
Khalilzad, then the U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, were ready to get rid of the company. Despite the lack of
support from Karzai and the ambassador, the company received another $3.9 million funded by the Pentagon to
create a media team for anti-drug programs. The article quoted Jeff Raleigh, who helped oversee Rendon in Kabul
for the U.S. Embassy, as saying the contract was "a rip-off of the U.S taxpayer". Later Jeff Raleigh's Afghan
supervisor said Jeff wanted full control of The Rendon Group and was out of his bound. Furthermore the same
official, Ambassador Daod, in a signed letter said that The Rendon Group did a great job and really helped his office.
Advocates say Rendon helps fight propaganda from Islamic fundamentalists. Critics say the Pentagon's use of media
firms such as Rendon blurs the line between public relations and propaganda.
In late August 2009 Stars and Stripes reported that the Rendon Group had been employed by the United States
Department of Defense to profile journalists who wrote about the war on terror.[14] Stars and Stripes reported that
Rendon's profiles included recommendations on how to "neutralize" coverage the DoD would regard as negative.
According to the General Secretary of the International Federation of Journalists, Aidan White:
It strips away any pretence that the army is interested in helping journalists to work freely. It suggests they are
more interested in propaganda than honest reporting
However, the military said it did not use the ratings to manipulate coverage or deny reporters access to cover the
war. Following the criticism the Department of Defense terminated Rendon Group's contract, saying, "The Bagram
Regional Contracting Center intends to execute a termination of the media analyst contract ... for the convenience of
the U.S. government," military spokeswoman Lieutenant Commander Christine Sidenstricker said. The contract was
not canceled due to fault on behalf of The Rendon Group.[14]
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The Rendon Group issued a press release correcting factual inaccuracies in reporting, “The Rendon Group has not
screened, made decisions or recommendations with regard to who the military did or did not permit to conduct
interviews or allow to embed. We assumed any reporters we were asked to research would be interviewing or
embedding with the US Military. Apparently, as the USA Today pointed out, of the 143 requests to the 101st
Airborne Division, only two were denied. Reportedly, the denials by the US Military were for inaccuracy and release
of classified information, and both of those media outlets were later accepted. There is no evidence to support a
charge that we directly or indirectly screened or contributed to the creation of a blacklist.
“Background information of the sort we provided is both appropriate and routine for any sophisticated subject of
media coverage, and particularly where the mission includes earning and retaining the hearts and minds of the local
populace and maintaining the support of the international community, failing to measure the effectiveness of one's
past efforts and statements undermines the mission.”

Personnel
• John Rendon, founder and CEO.
• Linda Flohr, a CIA covert operations veteran, has worked for the Rendon Group for many years.
• Francis Brooke worked with The Rendon Group in the mid-1990s. He subsequently became the chief assistant in
Washington to Ahmed Chalabi, head of the Iraqi National Congress.
• Paul Moran (1963–2003) was a journalist who had formerly worked with The Rendon Group on its contracts in
Iraq.
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Operation CHAOS
Operation CHAOS or Operation MHCHAOS was
the code name for a domestic espionage project
conducted by the Central Intelligence Agency. A
department within the CIA was established in 1967 on
orders from President of the United States Lyndon B.
Johnson and later expanded under President Richard
Nixon. The operation was launched under Director of
Central Intelligence (DCI) Richard Helms, by chief of
counter-intelligence, James Jesus Angleton, and headed
by Richard Ober. The program's goal was to unmask
possible foreign influences on the student antiwar
movement.[1][2] The "MH" designation is to signify the
program had a worldwide area of operations.[3]

CIA Intelligence Collection About Americans: CHAOS and the
[1]
Office of Security (PDF)

Background
The CIA began domestic recruiting operations in 1959 in the process of finding Cuban exiles they could use in the
campaign against communist Cuba and Fidel Castro. As these operations expanded, the CIA formed a Domestic
Operations Division in 1964. In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson requested that the CIA begin its own investigation
into domestic dissent—independent of the FBI's ongoing COINTELPRO.[4]
The CIA developed numerous operations targeting domestic dissent, many operating under the CIA's Office of
Security. These included:[2]
• HTLINGUAL - Directed at letters passing between the United States and the then Soviet Union, the program
involved the examination of correspondence to and from individuals or organizations placed on a watchlist.
• Project 2 - Directed at infiltration of foreign intelligence targets by agents posing as dissident sympathizers and
which, like CHAOS, had placed agents within domestic radical organizations for the purposes of training and
establishment of dissident credentials.
• Project MERRIMAC - Designed to infiltrate domestic antiwar and radical organizations thought to pose a threat
to security of CIA property and personnel.
• Project RESISTANCE - Worked with college administrators, campus security and local police to identify
anti-war activists and political dissidents without any infiltration taking place
• Domestic Contact Service - Focused on collecting foreign intelligence from willing Americans.

Consolidation
When President Nixon came to office in 1969, existing domestic surveillance activities were consolidated into
Operation CHAOS.[5] Operation CHAOS first used CIA stations abroad to report on antiwar activities of United
States citizens traveling abroad, employing methods such as physical surveillance and electronic eavesdropping,
utilizing "liaison services" in maintaining such surveillance. The operations were later expanded to include 60
officers.[3] In 1969, following the expansion, the operation began developing its own network of informants for the
purposes of infiltrating various foreign antiwar groups located in foreign countries that might have ties to domestic
groups.[2] Eventually, CIA officers expanded the program to include other leftist or counter-cultural groups with no
discernible connection to Vietnam, such as groups operating within the women's liberation movement.[1] The
domestic spying of Operation CHAOS also targeted the Israeli embassy, and domestic Jewish groups such as the
B'nai B'rith. In order to gather intelligence on the embassy and B'nai B'rith, the CIA purchased a garbage collection
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company to collect documents that were to be destroyed.[6]
Targets of Operation CHAOS within the antiwar movement included:[5]
•
•
•
•

Students for a Democratic Society
Black Panther Party
Women Strike for Peace
Ramparts Magazine[7]

Officially, reports were to be compiled on "illegal and subversive" contacts between United States civilian protesters
and "foreign elements" which "might range from casual contacts based merely on mutual interest to closely
controlled channels for party directives." At its finality, Operation CHAOS contained files on 7,200 Americans, and
a computer index totaling 300,000 civilians and approximately 1,000 groups.[8] The initial result of investigations
lead DCI Richard Helms to advise then President Johnson on November 15, 1967, that the agency had uncovered
"no evidence of any contact between the most prominent peace movement leaders and foreign embassies in the U.S.
or abroad." Helms repeated this assessment in 1969.[1] In total 6 reports where compiled for the White House and 34
for cabinet level officials.[2]

Aftermath
In 1973, amid the uproar of the Watergate break-in, involving two former CIA officers, Operation CHAOS was
closed.[4] The secret nature of the former program however was exposed when Seymour Hersh published an article
in the New York Times titled Huge CIA Operation Reported in US Against Antiwar Forces, Other Dissidents in
Nixon Years on December 22, 1974.[1] The following year, further details were revealed during Representative Bella
Abzug's House Subcommittee on Government Information and individual Rights.[3] The government, in response to
the revelations, launched the Commission on CIA Activities Within the United States (The Rockefeller
Commission), led by then Vice President Nelson Rockefeller, to investigate the depth of the surveillance.[1] Richard
Cheney, then Deputy White House Chief of Staff, is noted as stating of the Rockefeller Commission; it was to avoid
" ... congressional efforts to further encroach on the executive branch."[1]
Following the revelations by the Rockefeller Commission, then DCI, George H. W. Bush, stated: "... the operation in
practice resulted in some improper accumulation of material on legitimate domestic activities."[3]
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External links
• CHAOS, MERRIMAC, and RESISTANCE | PDF (http://www.aarclibrary.org/publib/church/reports/book3/
pdf/ChurchB3_9_CHAOS.pdf)
• Development of Surveillance Technology & Risk of Abuse of Economic Information | PDF (http://www.fas.
org/irp/program/process/docs/98-14-01-2en.pdf)
• Domestic Surveillance: The History of Operation CHAOS (http://www.serendipity.li/cia/lyon.html)
• Operation Chaos: The CIA's War Against the Sixties Counter-Culture (http://www.maebrussell.com/Mae
Brussell Articles/Operation Chaos.html)
• Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with respect to Intelligence Activities:
United States Senate - CIA Intelligence Collection about Americans: CHAOS and the Office of Security (http://
www.icdc.com/~paulwolf/cointelpro/churchfinalreportIIIi.htm)
• Transcriptions of CIA documents related to Operation MHCHAOS (http://ciamemoryhole.blogspot.com/
search/label/operation mhchaos)

Project SHAMROCK
Project SHAMROCK, considered to be the sister project for Project MINARET, was an espionage exercise, started
in August 1945 [1] that involved the accumulation of all telegraphic data entering into or exiting from the United
States. The Armed Forces Security Agency (AFSA)[2] and its successor NSA were given direct access to daily
microfilm copies of all incoming, outgoing, and transiting telegraphs via the Western Union and its associates RCA
and ITT. NSA did the operational interception, and, if information that would be of interest to other intelligence
agencies was found, the material was passed to them.[3] "Intercepted messages were disseminated to the FBI, CIA,
Secret Service, Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs (BNDD), and the Department of Defense." No court
authorized the operation and there were no warrants.
At the height of Project SHAMROCK, 150,000 messages a month were printed and analyzed by NSA personnel. In
May 1975 however, Congressional critics began to investigate and expose the program. As a result, NSA director
Lew Allen terminated it, on his own authority rather than that of other intelligence agencies.
The testimony of both the representatives from the cable companies and of director Allen at the hearings prompted
Senate Intelligence Committee chairman Sen. Frank Church to conclude that Project SHAMROCK was "probably
the largest government interception program affecting Americans ever undertaken."
One result of these investigations was the 1978 creation of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) which
limited the powers of the NSA and put in place a process of warrants and judicial review. Another internal safeguard,
was U.S. Signals Intelligence Directive 18, an internal NSA and intelligence community set of procedures, originally
issued in 1980[4] and updated in 1993.[4]
USSID 18 was the general guideline for handling signal intelligence SIGINT inadvertently collected on US citizens,
without a warrant, prior to the George W. Bush Administration. Interpretations of FISA and the principles of USSID
18, by the Bush administration assume the Executive Branch has unitary authority for warrantless surveillance,
which is under Congressional investigation as an apparent violation of the intent of FISA.
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United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court
The United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (or FISC) is a U.S. federal court authorized under 50
U.S.C. § 1803 [1], Pub.L. 95-511, 92 Stat. 1788, enacted October 25, 1978. It was established by the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (FISA). The FISC oversees requests for surveillance warrants against
suspected foreign intelligence agents inside the United States by federal law enforcement agencies (primarily the
F.B.I.). The FISA and FISC were inspired by the recommendations of the Church Committee.[2]

FISA warrant
Each application for one of these surveillance warrants (called a FISA warrant) is made before an individual judge of
the court. Like a grand jury, FISC is not an adversarial court: the federal government is the only party to its
proceedings. However, the court may allow third parties to submit briefs as amici curiae. When the Attorney
General determines that an emergency exists he may authorize the emergency employment of electronic surveillance
before obtaining the necessary authorization from the FISA court, after which the Attorney General or his designee
must notify a judge of the court not more than 72 hours after the Attorney General authorizes such surveillance.[3]
If an application is denied by one judge of the FISC, the federal government is not allowed to make the same
application to a different judge of the court, but must appeal to the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court of Review. Such appeals are rare: the first appeal from the FISC to the Court of Review was made in 2002, 24
years after the founding of the FISC.
It is also rare for FISA warrant requests to be turned down by the court. Through the end of 2004, 18,761 warrants
were granted, while just five were rejected (many sources say four) . Fewer than 200 requests had to be modified
before being accepted, almost all of them in 2003 and 2004. The four known rejected requests were all from 2003,
and all four were partially granted after being resubmitted for reconsideration by the government. Of the requests
that had to be modified, few if any were before the year 2000. In subsequent years, according to journalist Joshua
Micah Marshall, the breakdown was as follows:[4]
Year

Modified requests

2000 1 request modified
2001 2 requests modified
2002 2 requests modified (both modifications later reversed)
2003 79 requests modified (out of 1724 granted)
2004 94 requests modified (out of 1758)

On May 17, 2002, the court rebuffed then-Attorney General John Ashcroft, releasing an opinion that alleged that FBI
and Justice Department officials had "supplied erroneous information to the court in more than 75 applications for
search warrants and wiretaps, including one signed by then-FBI Director Louis J. Freeh".[5] Whether this rebuke is
related to the court starting to require modification of drastically more requests in 2003 is unknown.
On December 16, 2005, the New York Times reported that the Bush administration had been conducting
surveillance against U.S. citizens without the knowledge of the FISC since 2002.[6] On December 20, 2005, Judge
James Robertson resigned his position with the FISC, apparently in protest of the secret surveillance.[7] The
government's apparent circumvention of the FISC started prior to the increase in court-ordered modifications to
warrant requests.
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Closed hearings and classified proceedings
Because of the sensitive nature of its business, the FISC is a "secret court": its hearings are closed to the public, and,
while records of the proceedings are kept, those records are also not available to the public. (Copies of those records
with classified information redacted can and have been made public.) Due to the classified nature of its proceedings,
only government attorneys are usually permitted to appear before the FISC. Due to the nature of the matters heard
before it, FISC hearings may need to take place at any time of day or night, weekdays or weekends; thus, at least one
judge must be "on call" at all times to hear evidence and decide whether or not to issue a warrant.

Composition
When the court was founded, it was composed of seven federal district judges appointed by the Chief Justice of the
United States, each serving a seven year term, with one judge being appointed each year. In 2001, the USA
PATRIOT Act expanded the court from seven to eleven judges, and required that at least three of the judges of the
court be from within twenty miles (32 km) of the District of Columbia. No judge may be appointed to this court
more than once, and no judge may be appointed to both the Court of Review and the FISC.

Current membership
Judge

Judicial district

Date appointed

Term expiry

John D. Bates (presiding) District of Columbia

February 22, 2006 February 21, 2013

Jennifer B. Coffman

Eastern District of Kentucky

May 19, 2011

May 18, 2018

Thomas Hogan

District of Columbia

May 18, 2009

May 18, 2016

Malcolm Howard

Eastern District of North Carolina May 19, 2005

May 18, 2012

Martin L.C. Feldman

Eastern District of Louisiana

May 19, 2010

May 18, 2017

Mary A. McLaughlin

Eastern District of Pennsylvania

May 18, 2008

May 18, 2015

F. Dennis Saylor

District of Massachusetts

May 19, 2011

May 18, 2018

Roger Vinson

Northern District of Florida

May 4, 2006

May 18, 2013

Reggie B. Walton

District of Columbia

May 19, 2007

May 18, 2014

Susan Webber Wright

Eastern District of Arkansas

May 18, 2009

May 18, 2016

James Zagel

Northern District of Illinois

May 18, 2008

May 18, 2015

Former membership
This list is incomplete.
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Date Appointed

Term Expiry

George P. Kazen

Southern District of Texas

July 15, 2003

May 18, 2010

Robert C. Broomfield

District of Arizona

October 1, 2002

May 18, 2009

Colleen Kollar-Kotelly

District of Columbia

May 18, 2002

May 18, 2009

James Robertson

District of Columbia

May 19, 2002

May 18, 2006
(resigned December 20, 2005)

Nathaniel M. Gorton

District of Massachusetts

May 18, 2001

May 18, 2008

James G. Carr

Northern District of Ohio

May 19, 2002

May 18, 2008

Claude M. Hilton

Eastern District of Virginia

May 2000

May 2007

John Edwards Conway

District of New Mexico

2000

May 2006

Harold A. Baker

Central District of Illinois

2005

Stanley S. Brotman

District of New Jersey

2004

William Henry Stafford Jr. Northern District of Florida

1996

2003

Royce C. Lamberth

District of Columbia

1995

2002

John F. Keenan

Southern District of New York May 1994

May 2001

James C. Cacheris

Eastern District of Virginia

1993

2000

Earl H. Carroll

District of Arizona

1992

1999

Charles Schwartz Jr.

Eastern District of Louisiana

1991

1998

Ralph G. Thompson

Western District of Oklahoma

1990

1997

Frank Freedman

District of Massachusetts

1990

1997

Wendell Alverson Miles

Western District of Michigan

1989

1996

Robert W. Warren

Eastern District of Wisconsin

1989

1996

Joyce H. Green

District of Columbia

1988

1995

James E. Noland

Southern District of Indiana

1987

1994

Conrad K. Cyr

District of Maine

1987

1994

Frederick B. Lacey

District of New Jersey

1979

1985

Notes
[1] http:/ / www. law. cornell. edu/ uscode/ 50/ 1803. html
[2] Cohen, David; John Wells (April 17, 2004). American National Security and Civil Liberties in an Era of Terrorism. Palgrave.
ISBN 1-4039-6199-9. p. 34
[3] According to the US Code Title 50 § 1805 (http:/ / www4. law. cornell. edu/ uscode/ html/ uscode50/ usc_sec_50_00001805----000-. html)
[4] Here are some more details on the record of the FISA Court (http:/ / www. talkingpointsmemo. com/ archives/ 007280. php), Talking Points
Memo, December 17, 2005
[5] Shenon, Philip (August 23, 2002). "Secret court says F.B.I. aides misled judges in 75 cases" (http:/ / www. nytimes. com/ 2002/ 08/ 23/ us/
secret-court-says-fbi-aides-misled-judges-in-75-cases. html?pagewanted=all). The New York Times. . Retrieved November 20, 2011.
[6] Bush Lets U.S. Spy on Callers Without Courts (http:/ / select. nytimes. com/ gst/ abstract.
html?res=F00F1FFF3D540C758DDDAB0994DD404482), New York Times, December 16, 2005 - mirror (http:/ / www.
informationclearinghouse. info/ article11315. htm)
[7] Spy Court Judge Quits In Protest: Jurist Concerned Bush Order Tainted Work of Secret Panel (http:/ / www. informationclearinghouse. info/
article11350. htm), Washington Post, December 21, 2005
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Russell Welch
Russell Welch
Retired
Arkansas State Police
Rank

Criminal investigator and Researcher

Other work Criminal investigator of the Mena airport

Russell Franklin Welch (born 1947 or 1948) is a former investigator for the Arkansas State Police Department. He
was the second criminal investigator assigned to the Mena Intermountain Municipal Airport in Mena, Arkansas,
where he monitored air traffic and developed sources of information and methods to determine what drugs were
being trafficked into the airport.[1] [2]

Allegations of CIA involvement in cocaine smuggling
Welch sounded the alarm for decades about an alleged CIA smuggling operation of cocaine into the United States
via Mena in Arkansas, and claimed that Barry Seal was trafficking more than cocaine, and that there were more
places like Mena in Oklahoma.[3]

Alleged anthrax attack
Welch claimed he was exposed to military grade anthrax,[4] a poison only available at that time through the U.S.
government, after he opened a letter which released electrostatically charged floating spores in his face, and that he
had his life saved after a prompt diagnosis by a doctor. Later, he claimed, the doctor's office was vandalized, and
robbed, and that test results and correspondence with the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta were stolen.[5][6]
Welch further alleged that there was no investigation of this attack, and no concern or sympathy from the state police
for his condition. However, he claimed that after leaving the hospital he met with an FBI agent, and that while Welch
assumed the meeting was about the anthrax attack, the FBI officer told him he was being investigated for an illegal
wiretap. However, Welch said that he was able to show that he was in the hospital during the time of the alleged
wiretapping activity.[7]

Attempted firing and negotiated retirement
In 1995, the Arkansas State Police attempted to fire Welch for incompetence. Welch admitted to several accusations
of poor record keeping and tardiness, and agreed that his caseload had dropped in recent years – a situation he
attributed to the media attention surrounding the Mena investigation. Welch reached an agreement with the police
where he would work under close supervision until January 1996, when he would become eligible for retirement
benefits, at which point he would resign from the police force.[8]

Russell Welch
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Gerry Droller
Gerard "Gerry" Droller (1905? - 1992) was a CIA officer involved in the covert 1954 Guatemalan coup d'état and
the recruitment of Cuban exiles in the preparation of the abortive Bay of Pigs Invasion in April 1961.
•
•
•
•

Alias Frank Bender (For Frank Bender, the facial reconstruction artist, see Frank Bender)
Alias Gerry Drecher''[1][2]
Alias Mister B
Alias Don Federico

Biography
Gerard Droller was born in Germany. He worked with Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and the Maquis in France
during World War II.
In September 1949 he was recruited into the Central Intelligence Agency, and became the CIA desk officer for
Switzerland. One unspecified report said he was responsible for the reorganization of West Germany "and the
consequent strengthening of German-American relations". Later he worked in Formosa where he helped Chiang
Kai-Shek "organize his government and army".
In 1954 Droller helped organize the CIA operation to overthrow Guatemalan president Jacobo Arbenz. Others
involved in this project code-named Operation PBSUCCESS included Frank Wisner, Richard M. Bissell Jr., Tracy
Barnes, E. Howard Hunt, David Atlee Phillips, David Sanchez Morales, Jake Esterline, William "Rip" Robertson
and William Pawley.
On 21 April 1959, Droller had a three-hour meeting with Fidel Castro in a hotel room in New York after the latter's
visit to Washington.[2][3][4]
In early 1960, Droller became involved in Operation 40, formed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower to eliminate
Fidel Castro.
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Gerry Droller
In June 1960, Droller was sent to Miami, as Chief Political Action (C/WH/4/PA) under Jacob Esterline to help
organize the overthrow of Fidel Castro in Cuba. Adopting the name Frank Bender, he posed as a wealthy steel
tycoon. His main task was to recruit and organize the political leaders of anti-Castro Cuban exiles in the Miami area,
assisted by E. Howard Hunt alias "Eduardo". He recruited Manuel Artime who became the leader of Movimiento de
Recuperación Revolucionaria (Revolutionary Recovery Movement), (MRR), and later Brigade 2506. During 1960
and 1961, Droller organized the setting up of training camps for Cuban exiles at Useppa Island, Florida, and at
Retalhuleu, Guatemala by arrangement with Guatemalan president Miguel Ydigoras. He helped recruit Cuban exiles
into a paramilitary force subsequently named Brigade 2506 that, with considerable finance from the CIA, carried out
the abortive invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs on 17 April 1961. He did not speak Spanish, and he was not
universally liked by the Cuban exiles.[5][6][7]

Notes
[1] Szulc (1986) (possible transcription error of Castro narrative?)
[2] Anderson (1997), p.417 (1959)(quote)On April 21, after giving a talk at Princeton, Fidel agreed to a meeting with a CIA official who had
asked Lopez Fresquet to act as go-between. They spoke in private for over three hours. The CIA man, Garry Drecher, a German-American
emigre who used the alias of "Frank Bender," told Lopez Fresquet afterward that he was convinced Castro was an "anti-Communist" and that
they had agreed to exchange information about Communist activities in Cuba.(endquote)
[3] Thomas (1971), p.431
[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]

Szulc (1986)
Kornbluh (1998), pp.20,212
Rodriguez (1999), p.16
Wyden (1979), p.32

References
• Anderson, Jon L. 1997. Che Guevara: A Revolutionary Life. ISBN 0-553-40664-7 ISBN 0802135587
• Kornbluh, Peter. 1998. Bay of Pigs Declassified: The Secret CIA Report on the Invasion of Cuba. The New Press.
New York. ISBN 1-56584-494-7 ISBN 978-1565844940
• Rodriguez, Juan Carlos. 1999. Bay of Pigs and the CIA. Ocean Press Melbourne. ISBN 1-875284-98-2
• Szulc, Tad. 1986. Fidel - A Critical Portrait. Hutchinson. ISBN 0-09-172602-6
• Thomas, Hugh. 1971, 1986. The Cuban Revolution. Weidenfeld and Nicolson. London. (Shortened version of
Cuba: The Pursuit of Freedom, includes all history 1952-1970) ISBN 0-297-79037-4 ISBN 0-297-78954-6
• Wyden, Peter. 1979. Bay of Pigs - The Untold Story. Simon and Schuster. New York. ISBN 0-671-24006-4 ISBN
0224017543 ISBN 978-0-671-24006-6

External links
• Gerry Droller (Frank Bender): Biography http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/JFKdroller.htm
• Gerry Droller/Frank Bender - The Education Forum http://educationforum.ipbhost.com/index.
php?showtopic=3188
• The Trujillo Conspiracy http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuban-rebels/trujillo-conspiracy.htm

164

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation

165

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation

Official seal of the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation
Motto

Libertad, Paz y Fraternidad (Freedom, Peace, and Fraternity)

Established

1946

Commandant Colonel Glenn R. Huber Jr.
Budget

$14M as of FY2010

Members

215

Owner

United States Department of Defense

Location

Fort Benning, Georgia, United States (32°21′54.1″N 84°57′21.25″W)

Address

7161 Richardson Circle

Website

www.benning.army.mil/tenant/whinsec/index.html

[1]

The Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC), formerly the School of the
Americas, is a United States Department of Defense Institute located at Fort Benning near Columbus, Georgia, that
provides military training to government personnel of Latin American countries.
The school was founded in 1946 and from 1961, during the Kennedy administration, was assigned the specific goal
of teaching anti-communist counterinsurgency training, a role which it would fulfill for the rest of the Cold War.[2]
In this period, it educated several Latin American dictators and during the 1980s included torture in its
curriculum.[3][4] In 2000, the institute was renamed to WHINSEC.

Charter
Authorized by the United States Congress through 10 USC 2166 in 2001,[5] WHINSEC "Provides professional
education and training to eligible personnel of nations of the Western Hemisphere within the context of the
democratic principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States[6] (such charter being a treaty to
which the United States is a party), while fostering mutual knowledge, transparency, confidence, and cooperation
among the participating nations and promoting democratic values, respect for human rights, and knowledge and
understanding of United States customs and traditions.[7] Throughout the decade since its establishment, WHINSEC
has provided training for more than 13,000 U.S. and International students. Its educational format incorporates guest
lecturers and subject matter experts from sectors of U.S. and International government, non-government, human
rights, law enforcement, academic institutions and interagency departments[8] to share best practices in pursuit of
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improved security cooperation between all nations of the Western Hemisphere.

Background
In 10 USC 2166, Congress establishes an independent review board (a federal advisory committee) to "inquire into
the curriculum, instruction, physical equipment, fiscal affairs, and academic methods of the Institute, other matters
relating to the Institute that the Board decides to consider, and any other matter that the Secretary of Defense
determines appropriate".[9] The "Board of Visitors" (BoV) as this committee is named, is responsible for reviewing
the curriculum of WHINSEC to "determine whether the curriculum complies with applicable United States laws and
regulations; is consistent with United States policy goals toward Latin America and the Caribbean; adheres to current
United States doctrine; and appropriately emphasizes the matters specified in subsection (d)(1): "The curriculum of
the Institute shall include mandatory instruction for each student, for at least 8 hours, on human rights, the rule of
law, due process, civilian control of the military, and the role of the military in a democratic society." The Board
must also submit an annual report to the Secretary of Defense on its findings and recommendations related to its
review of the institute. Copies of their reports are posted on the Federal Advisory Committee website.[10] The
14-member BoV includes Senator Carl Levin (Senate Armed Services Committee majority, D-MI); Senator Saxby
Chambliss (Senate Armed Services Committee minority, R-GA); Rep. Phil Gingrey (House Armed Services
Committee majority, R-GA); Rep. Loretta Sanchez (House Armed Services Committee minority, D-CA) as well as
six members designated by the Secretary of Defense from the community at large. These six members include
representatives from the human rights, religious, academic, and business communities. Members of the Board are not
compensated for service on the Board. A full listing of the BoV members can be found on the Federal Advisory
Committee website[10] and the WHINSEC public website.[11] The BoV annual meeting is open to the public and
meeting dates are posted in advance on the Federal Register.[12]

History
Through 2000, the United States Army School of the Americas (USARSA) was the principal training school for U.S.
and Latin American military and police personnel in a variety of small unit tactics and leadership courses. Beginning
in the early 1990s the Cold War was drawing to its end, creating different training needs. Latin America moved away
from dictatorships toward democracy, open markets, the professionalization of its military, police and interagency
organizations as well as mutually beneficial cooperation with its neighbors.
By 2000 the School of the Americas was under increasing criticism in the United States for training students who
later participated in undemocratic governments, and committed human rights abuses. Further, USARSA's mandate
and capabilities were not in line with the needs of post–Cold War Latin America. In 2000 Congress, through the
FY01 National Defense Act, withdrew the Secretary of the Army's authority to operate USARSA.[13]

Criticism of WHINSEC
Human rights violations by graduates
WHINSEC has been criticized for human rights violations performed by former students of its predecessor, the
School of the Americas.[14][15][16]
According to the Center for International Policy, "The School of the Americas had been questioned for years, as it
trained many military personnel before and during the years of the 'national security doctrine' – the dirty war years in
the Southern Cone and the civil war years in Central America – in which the armed forces within several Latin
American countries ruled or had disproportionate government influence and committed serious human rights
violations in those countries." SOA and WHINSEC graduates continue to surface in news reports regarding both
current human rights cases and new reports.

166

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation
Defenders argue that today the curriculum includes human rights,[17] but according to Human Rights Watch,
"training alone, even when it includes human rights instruction, does not prevent human rights abuses."[15]
U.S. Army Maj. Joseph Blair, a former director of instruction at the school, said, "there are no substantive changes
besides the name. [...] They teach the identical courses that I taught, and changed the course names and use the same
manuals."[14] On the lessons taught at the School, Blair said: "The doctrine that was taught was that if you want
information you use physical abuse, you use false imprisonment, you use threats to family members, you use
virtually any method necessary to get what you want...[including torture] and killing. If there's someone you don't
want you kill them. If you can't get the information you want, if you can't get that person to shut up or to stop what
they're doing you simply assassinate them, and you assassinate them with one of your death squads."[18]
"Sources at the [U.S. Army School of the Americas] say that when Honduran and Colombian soldiers go through the
urban-combat exercise with blanks in their weapons, half the time the village priest (played by a U.S. Army
chaplain) is killed or roughed up," Newsweek reported.[19]
An official set of School of the Americas talking points in 1999 declares: "Liberation Theology — in Latin America
... was defeated with the assistance of the U.S. Army."[2]
On September 20, 1996, the Pentagon was forced to release training manuals that were used at the U.S. Army School
of the Americas and distributed to thousands of military officers from 11 South and Central American countries,
including Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Panama, where the U.S. military was heavily involved in
counterinsurgency. These manuals advocated targeting civilians, extrajudicial executions, torture, false
imprisonment, and extortion.[20][21][22]
In "Teaching Human Rights Violations", a Washington Post editorial commented on its report, "US instructed Latins
on Executions, Torture:" The U.S. Army advocacy of terror methods reaches far beyond the question of whether or
not the U.S. Army School of the Americas ought to be shut down {"Army Instructed Latins on Executions, Torture",
front page, Sept. 21}. It has to do with U.S. complicity in human rights crimes."[4]
In "School of the Dictators", the editors of The New York Times commented: "Americans can now read for
themselves some of the noxious lessons the United States Army taught to thousands of Latin American military and
police officers at the School of the Americas during the 1980s. A training manual recently released by the Pentagon
recommended interrogation techniques like torture, execution, blackmail and arresting the relatives of those being
questioned. Such practices, which some of the school's graduates enthusiastically applied once they returned home,
violate basic human rights and the Army's own rules of procedure. They also defy the professed goals of American
foreign policy and foreign military training programs."[3]
WHINSEC has said "that no school should be held accountable for the actions of its graduates".[17]

Participation
In 2004, Venezuela ceased all training of Venezuelan soldiers at WHINSEC[23] after a long period of chilling
relations between the United States and Venezuela. On March 28, 2006, the government of Argentina, headed by
President Néstor Kirchner, decided to stop sending soldiers to train at WHINSEC, and the government of Uruguay
affirmed that it will continue its current policy of not sending soldiers to WHINSEC.[24][25] In 2007, Óscar Arias,
president of Costa Rica, decided to stop sending Costa Rican police to the WHINSEC, although later reneged, saying
the training would be beneficial for counter-narcotics operations. Costa Rica has no military, but has sent some 2,600
police officers to the school.[26] In a letter to the Commandant of the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security
Cooperation (WHINSEC), U.S. Army Col. Gilberto Perez, Bolivian President Evo Morales formally announced on
February 18, 2008, that he will not send Bolivian military or police officers to attend training programs at the
institute formerly known as the U.S. Army School of the Americas (SOA).[27] In 2012, President Rafael Correa
announced that Ecuador would withdraw all their troops from the military school at Ft. Benning, citing links to
human rights violations.[28]
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Legislative action
A bill to abolish the school, with 134 cosponsors, was introduced to the House Armed Services Committee in
2005.[29]
In June 2007, the McGovern/Lewis Amendment to shut off funding for the Institute failed by 6 votes.[30] This effort
to close the Institute was endorsed by the nonpartisan Council on Hemispheric Affairs who called the Institute a
"black eye".[31]

SOA Watch
Since 1990, Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit human rights organization School of the Americas Watch has worked
to monitor graduates of the institution and to close the former SOA, now WHINSEC, through legislative action,
grassroots organizing and nonviolent direct action.[32] It maintains a database with graduates of both the SOA and
WHINSEC who have been accused of human rights violations and other criminal activity.[33] In regard to the
renaming of the institution, SOA Watch claims that the approach taken by the Department of Defense is not
grounded in any critical assessment of the training, procedures, performance, or results (consequences) of the
training programs of the SOA. According to critics of the SOA, the name change ignores congressional concern and
public outcry over the SOA's past and present link to human rights atrocities.[34]

Protests and public demonstrations
Since 1990, SOA Watch has sponsored an annual public demonstration of protest of SOA/WHISC at Ft. Benning. In
2005, the demonstration drew 19,000 people. The protests are timed to coincide with the anniversary of the
assassination of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador, on November 1989, by graduates of the School of the Americas.[35]
On November 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests (Ignacio Ellacuria, Segundo Montes, Ignacio Martin-Baro, Joaquin López
y López, Juan Ramon Moreno, and Amado López); their housekeeper, Elba Ramos; and her daughter, Celia Marisela
Ramos, were murdered by the Salvadoran Military on the campus of the University of Central America in San
Salvador, El Salvador, because they had been labeled as subversives by the government.[36] A United Nations panel
concluded that 19 of the 27 killers were SOA graduates.[37]

Graduates of the School of the Americas
"The U.S. Army School of the Americas is a school that has run more dictators than any other school in the
history of the world."
— U.S. Congressman Joseph Kennedy[38]
A number of graduates of the SOA and WHINSEC have been accused of human rights violations and criminal
activity in their home countries.[39] In August 2007, according to an Associated Press report, Colonel Alberto
Quijano of the Colombian army's Special Forces was arrested for providing security and mobilizing troops for Diego
León Montoya Sánchez (aka "Don Diego"), the leader of the Norte del Valle Cartel and one of the FBI's 10
most-wanted criminals. School of the Americas Watch said in a statement that it matched the names of those in the
scandal with its database of attendees at the institute. Alberto Quijano attended courses and was an instructor who
taught classes on Peacekeeping Operations and Democratic Sustainment at the school from 2003 to 2004.[40]
Others former students include members of the Atlacatl Battalion, responsible for the El Mozote massacre and
Franck Romain, former leader of the Tonton Macoute, responsible for the St Jean Bosco massacre.[41]
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Critics of SOA Watch argue the connection is often misleading.
According to Paul Mulshine, Roberto D'Aubuisson's sole link to the SOA
is that he had taken a course in Radio Operations long before El
Salvador's civil war began.[42]

Luis Posada Carriles at Fort Benning, Georgia,
1962

Country

Some of the graduates

Argentina

Leopoldo Galtieri, Roberto Eduardo Viola

Bolivia

Hugo Banzer Suárez, Luis Arce Gómez

Chile

Raúl Iturriaga, Manuel Contreras

Ecuador

Guillermo Rodríguez

El Salvador Roberto D'Aubuisson
Gambia

President of the Gambia Yahya Jammeh

Guatemala

Marco Antonio Yon Sosa
Efrain Rios Montt
[44]
Otto Pérez Molina

Panama

Manuel Noriega

Peru

Vladimiro Montesinos, Juan Velasco Alvarado

[43]

Educated according to other sources
In 1992 the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights recommended prosecution of Col. Cid Diaz for
murder in association with the 1983 Las Hojas massacre. His name is on a State Department list of gross human
rights abusers. Diaz went to the Institute in 2003.[45][46]

Media representation
• School of the Americas Assassins, a 1994 short documentary film produced by Robert Richter. It was nominated
for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Short.
• The War on Democracy, a 2007 documentary film produced by Youngheart Entertainment PTY Limited.
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• School of the Americas Watch. "Graduate Database" (http://web.archive.org/web/20080821232852/http://
soaw.org/grads/index.php). Archived from the original (http://soaw.org/grads/index.php) on August 21,
2008. Retrieved March 3, 2009.
• Axis of Logic. "20,000 demonstrate against US military torture training center" (http://www.axisoflogic.com/
cgi-bin/exec/view.pl?archive=138&num=20097). Retrieved April 14, 2006.
• Latin America Working Group. "Military Training Manuals" (http://www.lawg.org/misc/training_manuals.
htm). Retrieved April 14, 2006.
• Council on Hemispheric Affairs. "Torture is Un-American: The SOA and its Devastating Legacy" (http://www.
coha.org/2006/06/08/torture-is-un-american-the-soa-and-its-devastating-legacy/). Retrieved June 8, 2006.
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Media and documentaries
• On 20th Anniversary of Killings of 6 Jesuit Priests, Thousands Protest "School of the Assassins" (http://www.
democracynow.org/2009/11/20/blase) – video report by Democracy Now! (retrieved November 20, 2010)
• La Escuela de Las Americas – Documentary by [[Andrés Thomas Conteris (http://video.google.com/
videoplay?docid=2903309148620605209#)] – Spanish and English ] (retrieved November 20, 2010)
• School of the Americas Assassins, a 1994 short documentary film produced by Robert Richter. It was nominated
for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Short.
• HiddenInPlainSight.org (http://www.hiddeninplainsight.org/) – Feature-length documentary that looks at the
nature of U.S. policy in Latin America through the prism of the School of the Americas, the controversial military
school that trains Latin American soldiers in the United States'
• John Pilger (August 21, 2007). War on democracy - School of Americas (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=G5L1VdlktOw). Retrieved November 20, 2010.
• Truth Commissions: Reports: El Salvador – The Hague Justice Portal (http://www.haguejusticeportal.net/
Docs/NLP/Spain/Jesuits_UN_Truth_Commission_Report.pdf) (retrieved November 20, 2010)
• presente (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGDv-c5LvGA). November 22, 2009. Retrieved November 20,
2010. Vigil at School of the Americas
• The short film Latin American Militarism (1967) (http://www.archive.org/details/gov.archives.arc.616324)
is available for free download at the Internet Archive [more]
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Born

Gary Webb
August 31, 1955
Corona, California

Died

April 10, 2004 (aged 48)
Carmichael, California

Education

Northern Kentucky University

Occupation

Journalist, investigative reporter

Notable credit(s) San Jose Mercury News

Gary Webb (August 31, 1955 – December 10, 2004) was a Pulitzer prize-winning American investigative
journalist. Webb was best known for his 1996 "Dark Alliance" series of articles written for the San Jose Mercury
News and later published as a book. In the three-part series, Webb investigated Nicaraguans linked to the
CIA-backed Contras who had allegedly smuggled cocaine into the U.S. Their smuggled cocaine was distributed as
crack cocaine in Los Angeles, with the profits funneled back to the Contras. Webb also alleged that this influx of
Nicaraguan-supplied cocaine sparked, and significantly fueled, the widespread crack cocaine epidemic that swept
through many U.S. cities during the 1980s. According to Webb, the CIA was aware of the cocaine transactions and
the large shipments of drugs into the U.S. by Contra personnel. Webb charged that the Reagan administration
shielded inner-city drug dealers from prosecution in order to raise money for the Contras, especially after Congress
passed the Boland Amendment, which prohibited direct Contra funding.
Webb's reporting generated fierce controversy, and the San Jose Mercury News backed away from the story,
effectively ending Webb's career as a mainstream media journalist. In 2004, Webb was found dead from two gunshot
wounds to the head, which the coroner's office judged a suicide. Though he was criticized and outcast from the
mainstream journalism community, his reportage was eventually vindicated as many of his findings have since been
validated: since Webb's death, both the Los Angeles Times and the Chicago Tribune have defended his "Dark
Alliance" series. Journalist George Sanchez states that "the CIA's internal investigation by Inspector General
Frederick Hitz vindicated much of Gary's reporting and observes that despite the campaign against Webb, "the
government eventually admitted to more than Gary had initially reported" over the years.[1]

Biography
Early life
Webb was born to a military family in Corona, California. At 15, Webb began writing editorials for his suburban
Indianapolis high school newspaper. At the height of the protests against the Vietnam War, he created his first
controversy when he criticized the use of a female drill team to rally students for the war. Webb attended journalism
school at Northern Kentucky University, where he was on staff at the student newspaper The Northerner, but
dropped out. He started his professional career at the Kentucky Post, then worked as a statehouse correspondent for
The Plain Dealer. Webb found a lifelong passion in investigating government and private sector corruption. In 1988,
Webb joined the San Jose Mercury News as a staff writer. He helped expose freeway retrofitting problems in the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake and wrote stories about computer software problems at the California DMV.[2]
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Series
In August 1996 the San Jose Mercury News published Webb's "Dark Alliance," a 20,000 word, three-part
investigative series which alleged that Nicaraguan drug traffickers had sold and distributed crack cocaine in Los
Angeles during the 1980s, and that drug profits were used to fund the CIA-supported Nicaraguan Contras. Webb
never asserted that the CIA directly aided drug dealers to raise money for the Contras, but he did document that the
CIA was aware of the cocaine transactions and the large shipments of cocaine into the U.S. by the Contra
personnel.[3] "Dark Alliance" received national attention. At the height of the interest, the web version of it on the
San Jose Mercury News website received 1.3 million hits a day. According to the Columbia Journalism Review, the
series became "the most talked-about piece of journalism in 1996 and arguably the most famous—some would say
infamous—set of articles of the decade."[4]
Webb supported his story with documents obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, subsequently including
a 450-page declassified version of an October 1988 report by CIA Inspector General Frederick Hitz. According to
Webb and his supporters, the evidence demonstrates that White House officials, including Oliver North, knew about
and supported using money from drug trafficking to fund the contras, and these officials neglected to pass any
information along to the DEA. The 1988 report from the Senate Subcommittee on Narcotics, Terrorism and
International Operations of the Committee on Foreign Relations led by Sen. John Kerry commented that there were
"serious questions as to whether or not US officials involved in Central America failed to address the drug issue for
fear of jeopardizing the war effort against Nicaragua."[5]

“

If we had met five years ago, you wouldn't have found a more staunch defender of the newspaper industry than me ... I was winning awards,
getting raises, lecturing college classes, appearing on TV shows, and judging journalism contests. So how could I possibly agree with people
like Noam Chomsky and Ben Bagdikian, who were claiming the system didn't work, that it was steered by powerful special interests and
corporations, and existed to protect the power elite? And then I wrote some stories that made me realize how sadly misplaced my bliss had
been. The reason I'd enjoyed such smooth sailing for so long hadn't been, as I'd assumed, because I was careful and diligent and good at my
job ... The truth was that, in all those years, I hadn't written anything important enough to suppress...

”
[6]

—Gary Webb.

Immediately, denials began to emerge refuting the assertions Webb made in "Dark Alliance." Reports in the
Washington Post (Oct 4, 1996), Los Angeles Times, and New York Times (Oct 21, 1996), tried to debunk the link
between the Contras and the crack epidemic. Post ombudsman Geneva Overholser agreed with critics that her
paper's response to Webb's series showed "misdirected zeal" and "more passion for sniffing out the flaws in San
Jose's answer than for sniffing out a better answer themselves."[7] Richard Thieme argued in an opinion piece that
the major news outlets focused on attacking Webb or less relevant parts of the story, leaving Webb's thesis largely
intact.[8] Overholser concluded there was "strong previous evidence that the CIA at least chose to overlook contra
involvement in the drug trade.... Would that we had welcomed the surge of public interest as an occasion to return to
a subject the Post and the public had given short shrift. Alas, dismissing someone else's story as old news comes
more naturally."[9]
Robert Parry, who in 1985 became the first reporter to accuse the Contras of involvement in drug trafficking,[10]
wrote that the Post's denunciation of Webb was ironic, because the paper "had long pooh-poohed earlier allegations
that the Contras were implicated in drug shipments" but now "the newspaper was finally accepting the reality of
Contra cocaine trafficking, albeit in a backhanded way."[11]
In response to these attacks, Webb created a web site that contained primary documents, transcripts, and audio
interviews. By January 1997, Webb's editors no longer contacted him about his stories. In March, Webb was
informed that the paper was going to address the readers about his series. On May 11, 1997, Mercury News executive
editor Jerry Ceppos published an editorial describing the series as an "important work" and "solidly documented,"
but criticized the series for: a reliance on one interpretation of complicated, sometimes-conflicting pieces of
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evidence; failing to estimate the amount of money involved; for oversimplifying the crack epidemic; and for creating
impressions that were open to misinterpretation through imprecise language and graphics.[12] Webb was reassigned
to a suburban bureau 150 miles from his home. Because of the long commute, Webb quit the paper in December
1997.
Webb alleged that the 1997 backlash was a form of media manipulation. "The government side of the story is
coming through the Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, the Washington Post," Webb stated. "They use the
giant corporate press rather than saying anything directly. If you work through friendly reporters on major
newspapers, it comes off as the New York Times saying it and not a mouthpiece of the CIA."[12] In 2004, Webb
wrote a long piece, "The Mighty Wurlitzer Plays On," describing the role the Internet played in bringing the "Dark
Alliance" story to international attention in 1996, and describing at length the backlash against the story at first
externally, through the larger newspapers, and later internally by the paper's editors:
"How do we know for sure that these drug dealers were the first big ring to start selling crack in South
Central?" editor Jonathan Krim pressed me . . . "Isn't it possible there might have been others before them?"
"There might have been a lot of things, Jon, but we're only supposed to deal in what we know," I replied. "The
crack dealers I interviewed said they were the first. Cops is South Central said they were the first. and that they
controlled the entire market. They wrote it in reports that we have. I haven't found anything saying otherwise,
not one single name, and neither did the New York Times, the Washington Post or the L.A. Times. So what's
the issue here?"
"But how can we say for sure they were the first?" Krim persisted. "Isn't it possible there might have been
someone else and they never got caught and no one ever knew about them? In that case, your story would be
wrong."
I had to take a deep breath to keep from shouting. "If you're asking me whether I accounted for people who
might never have existed, the answer is no," I said. "I only considered people with names and faces. I didn't
take phantom drug dealers into account."[13] James Aucoin, a communications professor who specializes in the
history of investigative reporting, wrote: "In the case of Gary Webb's charges against the CIA and the Contras,
the major dailies came after him. Media institutions are now part of the establishment and they have a lot
invested in that establishment."[12]
Book
In 1999, Seven Stories Press published Webb's Dark Alliance: The CIA, the Contras, and the Crack Cocaine
Explosion, complete with extensive source citations. The book received mixed reviews.
The book includes an account of a meeting between a pilot (who was making drug/arms runs between San Francisco
and Costa Rica) with two Contra leaders who were also partners with the San Francisco-based Contra/drug smuggler
Norwin Meneses. According to eyewitnesses, Ivan Gomez, identified by one of the Contras as a CIA agent, was
allegedly present at the drug transactions. The pilot told Hitz that Gomez said he was there to "ensure that the profits
from the cocaine went to the Contras and not into someone's pocket."
According to Webb, Judd Iverson, a San Francisco defense attorney who represented former Contra Julio Zavala,
discovered compelling evidence demonstrating that "agents of the U.S. government were intricately involved in
sanctioning cocaine trafficking to raise funds for Contra revolutionary activity."[14] Soon after, members of the
Justice Department persuaded U.S. District Court Judge Robert Peckham to seal the documents in the case.
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Critics
Webb's reporting on the CIA's dealings with cocaine dealers was not without its critics. The Nation magazine
contributor David Corn, while crediting him that "it is only because of Webb that US citizens have confirmation
from the CIA that it partnered up with suspected drug traffickers in the just-say-no years and that the Reagan
Administration, consumed with a desire to overthrow the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, allied itself with drug thugs,"
also criticized Webb for overstating the case and for not proving "his more cinematic allegations."[15]
Reason magazine's Glenn Garvin was critical of Webb's sources and of the evidence he presented. Garvin wrote that
Webb's evidence that the Contra leadership was selling cocaine is almost entirely drawn from the claims of a few
Nicaraguan traffickers facing long jail terms, and argued that they were using the CIA as a convenient scapegoat.
Garvin also wrote that every guerilla group, including the Mujahideen, FARC and Shining Path, has used the
narcotics trade as a way of bolstering its funding efforts, and that far from the Contra-related drug trade being
widespread it came down to a small handful of Contra pilots and their associates who were involved in narcotics. He
also argued that while these covert narcotic relationships were alleged to be most rampant, the Contras had the least
need for funds, as the United States was supplying them with millions of dollars a year in support.[16]

Supporters and Corroboration
According to historian Mark Fenster,[17]
[T]he common view among journalists and researchers who have reviewed Webb's stories and have expertise
on the Contras and the CIA's role in Nicaragua is that the stories sometimes overstate and overplay the largely
testimonial evidence Webb had gathered but were nevertheless neither false nor fantastic. This is true whether
the commentators are sympathetic to or critical of Webb. The historical consensus -- to the extent that such a
thing is possible concerning controversial covert operations -- indicate that the basic outlines of the Mercury
News stories were largely correct.
In 2006 the LA Times published The Truth in `Dark Alliance,' in which L.A. Times Managing Editor Leo Wolinsky
is quoted saying "in some ways, Gary got too much blame...He did exactly what you expect from a great
investigative reporter." The article surveys mainstream reporting at the time of Webb's pieces and states that while
Webb had committed "hyperbole" and included some unproven allegations, articles by the New York Times "didn't
include the success he achieved or the wrongs he righted – and they were considerable" according to Walt
Bogdanich, now a New York Times editor, who had known Webb earlier.
The LA Times piece criticizes its own unfair portrayal of Webb -- "we dropped the ball"—and notes that "spurred on
by Webb's story, the CIA conducted an internal investigation that acknowledged in March 1998 that the agency had
covered up Contra drug trafficking for more than a decade" and concludes that "History will tell if Webb receives
the credit he's due for prodding the CIA to acknowledge its shameful collaboration with drug dealers. Meanwhile,
the journalistic establishment is only beginning to recognize that the controversy over “Dark Alliance” had more to
do with poor editing than bad reporting [on Webb's part]".[18]
Writing in 2005 in the Chicago Tribune, about "the Dangers of Questioning Government Actions," Don Wycliff, the
Tribune's public editor, wrote, "I still think Gary Webb had it mostly right. I think he got the treatment that always
comes to those who dare question aloud the bona fides of the establishment: First he got misrepresented -- his
suggestion that the CIA tolerated the Contras' cocaine trading became an allegation that the agency itself was
involved in the drug trade. Then he was ridiculed as a conspiracy-monger." [19]
Media Critic Norman Solomon's analysis, "The Establishment's Papers Do Damage Control for the CIA," includes
various corroborating evidence that a witch-hunt to discredit Webb was pursued more vigorously than the truth of
some of Webb's allegations, including corroboration internal to one such paper, the Washington Post. Notes
Solomon[20]:
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The Post's ombudsman, Geneva Overholser, was on target (11/10/96) when she re-raised the question of the
U.S. government's relationship to drug smuggling and noted that the three newspapers "showed more passion
for sniffing out the flaws in San Jose's answer than for sniffing out a better answer themselves."
Citing "strong previous evidence that the CIA at least chose to overlook contra involvement in the drug trade,"
Overholser found "misdirected zeal" in the Post's response to the Mercury News series: "Would that we had
welcomed the surge of public interest as an occasion to return to a subject the Post and the public had given
short shrift."

Investigation timeline
Facing increasing public scrutiny from the fallout after Webb's "Dark Alliance" series, the CIA conducted its own
internal investigations. Investigative journalist Robert Parry credits Webb for being responsible for the following
government investigations into the Reagan-Bush administration's conduct of the Contra war:
• On December 10, 1996, Los Angeles County Sheriff Sherman Block announced the conclusion of his
investigation into the issue, publishing a summary of the investigation at a press conference. He announced at the
press conference that "We have found no evidence that the government was involved in drug trafficking in
South-Central." Nevertheless, the report included information that supported some of the charges. Charles
Rappleye reported in the L.A. Weekly that Block's "unequivocal statement is not backed up by the report itself,
which raises many questions."[21] Much of the LAPD investigation centered on allegations made in a postscript
article to the newspaper's "Dark Alliance" series.
• On January 29, 1998, Hitz published Volume One of his internal investigation. This was the first of two CIA
reports that eventually substantiated many of Webb's claims about cocaine smugglers, the Nicaraguan contra
movement, and their ability to freely operate without the threat of law enforcement.[22]
• On March 16, 1998, Hitz admitted that the CIA had maintained relationships with companies and individuals the
CIA knew were involved in the drug business. Hitz told the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
that "there are instances where CIA did not, in an expeditious or consistent fashion, cut off relationships with
individuals supporting the Contra program who were alleged to have engaged in drug-trafficking activity or take
action to resolve the allegations."[23] Senator John Kerry reached similar conclusions a decade earlier in 1987.
(See:[5])
• On May 7, 1998, Rep. Maxine Waters, revealed a memorandum of understanding [24] between the CIA and the
Justice Department from 1982, which was entered into the Congressional Record. This letter had freed the CIA
from legally reporting drug smuggling by CIA assets, a provision that covered the Nicaraguan Contras and the
Afghan rebels.[25]
• On July 23, 1998, the Justice Department released a report by its Inspector General, Michael R. Bromwich. The
Bromwich report claimed that the Reagan-Bush administration was aware of cocaine traffickers in the Contra
movement and did nothing to stop the criminal activity. The report also alleged a pattern of discarded leads and
witnesses, sabotaged investigations, instances of the CIA working with drug traffickers, and the discouragement
of DEA investigations into Contra-cocaine shipments. The CIA's refusal to share information about Contra drug
trafficking with law-enforcement agencies was also documented. The Bromwich report corroborated Webb's
investigation into Norwin Meneses, a Nicaraguan drug smuggler.
• On October 8, 1998, CIA I.G. Hitz published Volume Two of his internal investigation. The report described how
the Reagan-Bush administration had protected more than 50 Contras and other drug traffickers, and by so doing
thwarted federal investigations into drug crimes. Hitz published evidence that drug trafficking and money
laundering had made its way into Reagan's National Security Council where Oliver North oversaw the operations
of the Contras.[26] According to the report, the Contra war took precedence over law enforcement. To that end,
the internal investigation revealed that the CIA routinely withheld evidence of Contra crimes from the Justice
Department, Congress and even the analytical division of the CIA itself. Further, the report confirmed Webb's
claims regarding the origins and the relationship of Contra fundraising and drug trafficking. The report also
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included information about CIA ties to other drug traffickers not discussed in the Webb series, including Moises
Nunez [27] and Ivan Gomez [28]. More importantly, the internal CIA report documented a cover-up of evidence
which had led to false intelligence assessments.

Aftermath and death
After leaving San Jose Mercury News Webb went to work for the California Assembly Speaker's Office of Member
Services and served as a consultant to the California State legislature Task Force on Government Oversight. As a
member of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee, Webb investigated charges that the Oracle Corporation received a
no-bid contract award of $95 million in 2001 from former California Governor Gray Davis. Webb was hired by the
Sacramento News and Review, after being laid off in 2003 with the rest of the former Speaker's staff as part of a
house-cleaning when the new Speaker took over.[29]
On December 10, 2004, he was found dead from two gunshot wounds to the head.[30] Sacramento County coroner
Robert Lyons ruled that it was suicide, noting that a suicide note was found at the scene.[31] Webb's ex-wife, Sue
Bell, said that Webb had been depressed for some time over his inability to get a job at another major newspaper.[30]
In April 2011, a second book-length collection of his work, The Killing Game, was released by Seven Stories
Press.[32]

Notable Stories
• 1980 – "The Coal Connection" (with Thomas Scheffey), Kentucky Post (organized crime in the Kentucky coal
industry)
• 1983 – "I Create Life" (with Maria Riccardi), Cleveland Plain Dealer (early surrogate parenting arrangements)
• 1985 – "Doctoring the Truth," Cleveland Plain Dealer (ongoing malpractice and collusion concerns on the Ohio
Medical Board
• 1989 – "Caltrains Ignored Elevated Freeway Safety" (with Peter Carey), San Jose Mercury News (detailed
CalTrans negligence in construction of the Cypress Structure in Oakland which collapsed during the Loma Prieta
Earthquake)
• 1990 – "Good Cop, Bad Cop," San Jose Mercury News (police brutality)
• 1996 – "Dark Alliance," San Jose Mercury News (CIA-crack cocaine-Contra connection)
• 1999 – "Driving While Black," Esquire (racial profiling in traffic stops)
• 2001 – "Sex and the Internet," Wired (investigation of the online sex industry)
• 2004 – "The Mighty Wurlitzer Plays On," from Into the Buzzsaw (retrospective on the media's handling of the
"Dark Alliance" story)
• 2004 – "The Killing Game," Sacramento News & Review (military's use of first-person shooter video games as
recruitment tools) [33]

Awards
Reporting
•
•
•
•

1980 — Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) Award, small newspaper division.
1980 — Laurel, Columbia Journalism Review.
1980 — Gerald M. White Memorial Prize for Investigative Reporting, Cincinnati SDX.
1980 — Investigative Reporters and Editors Award(IRE) [34], for co-authoring a 17-part series at the Kentucky
Post in Covington, KY with Tom Scheffey on organized crime in the American coal industry. [35]

• 1981 — First place, investigative reporting, Kentucky Press Assn.
• 1981 — Second place, deadline news reporting, Cincinnati SDX.
• 1981 — Third place, investigative reporting, Cincinnati SDX.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1982 — Third place, investigative reporting, Kentucky Press Assn.
1983 — First place, municipal reporting, Kentucky Municipal League.
1983 — Reporter of the Month, Scripps Howard Newspapers.
1984 — Second place, series, Ohio Associated Press Assn.
1984 — Third place, series, Ohio Associated Press Assn.
1985 — Laurel, Columbia Journalism Review.
1985 — First place, investigative reporting, Northeast Ohio SDX.
1986 — Honorable mention, enterprise reporting, Ohio Associated Press Assn.
1986 — Honorable mention, series, Ohio Associated Press Assn.
1986 — First place, investigative reporting, Northeast Ohio SDX.
1986 — Gold Medal, health reporting, American Chiropractic Assn.
1987 — First place, legal reporting, Ohio Bar Assn.
1987 — Second place, spot news, Central Ohio SDX.
1987 — Third place, projects, Central Ohio SDX.
1987 — Honorable mention, features, Central Ohio SDX.
1987 — Freedom of Information Award, Central Ohio SDX.
1987 — First place, investigative reporting, Ohio Associated Press Assn.

•
•
•
•

1988 — First place, investigative reporting, Ohio Associated Press Assn.
1989 — Honorable mention, features, Central Ohio SDX.
1989 — First place, series, Central Ohio SDX.
1990 — Pulitzer Prize, in General News Reporting, awarded to the Staff of the San Jose Mercury News for its
detailed coverage of the October 17, 1989, Bay Area earthquake and its aftermath. [36]
1993 — Second place, series, Peninsula Press Club.
1994 — H.L. Mencken Award, by The Free Press Association for the series in the San Jose Mercury News on
abuses in the state of California's drug asset forfeiture program. 1995—California Journalism Award, Center for
California Studies, CSU.
1995 — Honorable mention, Gerald Loeb Award, UCLA School of Business.
1995 — First Place, local news reporting, Peninsula Press Club.
1996 - James Aronson Award for Social Justice Journalism, Hunter College, City University of New York.
1996 — Freedom Fighter Award, California NAACP.
1996 — Journalist of the Year, Bay Area Society of Professional Journalists.
1997 — Media Hero Award, from the 2nd Annual Media & Democracy Congress.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Literary
•
•
•
•
•
•

1998 — Firecracker Alternative Book (FAB) Award, politics, Dark Alliance
1998 — Nominee, Best Nonfiction Book, Bay Area Book Reviewers Association, Dark Alliance.
1998 — Finalist, PEN/Newman's Own First Amendment Award, Dark Alliance.
1999 — Oakland PEN First Amendment Award, Dark Alliance.
2002 — 25 Books to Remember, New York Public Library, Into the Buzzsaw (contributor)
2003 — Rouse Award for Press Criticism, National Press Club, Into the Buzzsaw (contributor)
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College journalism
• 1975 — First place, specialty column, Kentucky Intercollegiate Press Assn.
• 1977 — Third place, specialty column, Kentucky Intercollegiate Press Assn.
• 1977 — Third place, non-editorial cartooning, Kentucky Intercollegiate Press Assn.
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Operation Charly
Operation Charly (Spanish: Operación Charly), according to journalist María Seoane,[1] was the alleged
code-name of a right-wing covert operation to extend the illegal methods of repression used in the Dirty War in
Argentina to Central America. The operation was either headed by the Argentine military with the agreement of the
Pentagon,[1] or was led by the US administration and used the Argentinians as a proxy.[2] It lasted from 1977 to
1984. According to French journalist Marie-Monique Robin, these methods themselves had been taught to the
Argentine military first by the French military, drawing on the experience of the 1957 Battle of Algiers, and then by
their US counterparts.[3][4]
Clarín newspaper journalist María Seoane states[1] she has read released classified documents of the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and interviewed Duane Clarridge, former CIA operative purportedly responsible for those
operations. María Seoane states that with the election of President Jimmy Carter in 1977, the CIA was blocked from
engaging in the special warfare it had previously delivered against opponents. In conformity with the National
Security Doctrine, the Argentine militaries then did the work the most conservative North American elements
wanted to achieve, while they pressured the United States to be more active in counter-revolutionary activities.
María Seoane states that finally they submitted themselves to Washington's control following the access of Ronald
Reagan to the presidency in 1981.[1] María Seoane says that activities were taken up by the Pentagon following the
defeat of the Argentine Armed Forces during the Falklands War (March–June 1982).

The exportation of the "Argentine" method to Central America
According to journalist María Seoane, from 1977 to 1984, after the Falklands War, the Argentine Armed Forces
exported counter-insurgency tactics, including the systemic use of torture, death squads and forced disappearances
— a US embassy cable spoke of the "tactics of disappearance".[1] Special force units, such as Batallón de
Inteligencia 601, headed in 1979 by Colonel Jorge Alberto Muzzio, trained the Nicaraguan Contras in the 1980s, in
particular in Lepaterique base.[5] According to journalist María Seoane, the plans were designed by General Carlos
Alberto Martínez, head of the SIDE and Videla's man in the intelligence services, along with General Viola and
General Valín.[1]
Starting in 1979, the National Reorganization Process actively participated to the dirty war carried out in Central
America, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. The Argentine military carried out covert operations
that the CIA could not manage under the Carter administration which had succeeded Gerald Ford, a Republican.
According to journalist María Seoane, along with the more conservative sectors of US society, they began to
proclaim that the United States had abandoned the continent to confront the "Communist threat" alone and that they
had to take up the lead.[1]
Operation Charly was executed by a group of military figures who had already taken part in Operation Condor,
which had started as soon as 1973 and concerned international cooperation between intelligence agencies to permit
greater repression of the left-wing opposition. US journalist Martha Honey documented the exportation of "social
control techniques" which the Argentine army had "brutally perfected" in Argentina to Central American
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countries.[6] The Argentine intelligence services created a secret network inside the intelligence agencies (the same
method was used in Operation Gladio) to transfer the $19 million provided by the CIA.[1]
According to journalist María Seoane, in 1979, the Sandinista Front overthrew the Somoza dictatorship. In
November 1979, before the 13th Conference of American Armies in Bogotá, General Roberto Viola, president of the
Argentine junta, exposed the Latin American plan of state terrorism.[1] However, it was most of all General
Leopoldo Galtieri who, in resonance with the 1980 election of Ronald Reagan, committed the Argentine military to
the continental Dirty War, within the strategic framework decided by the White House.
New York Times journalist Leslie Gelb explained that "with this pact, Argentina would be responsible, with funds
from North American intelligence, of attacking the flux of equipment which was transiting Nicaragua to El Salvador
and Guatemala [7]". The US were to provide money and equipment, while Argentina sent military instructors, and
Honduras provided the use of its territory for training of the Contras and attack bases against the Sandinistas.
According to Noam Chomsky, starting in 1979, the Argentine military established covert military centers in Panama,
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua. Among others examples, Noam Chomsky says the
death squads which began to act in Honduras in 1980 were attributed to the importation of the "Argentine
method".[8]
According to journalist María Seoane, a memorandum of the United States National Security Council of 15 February
1980, given by Robert Pastor to Zbigniew Brzezinski, David Aaron and Henry Owen stated that: "The moment has
come to insure that this government [US government] moves itself in an efficient manner to resolve the problems of
El Salvador and Honduras." She says that the document proposed to divide the left-wing, neutralize the right-wing
coup d'état and arm a more moderate civilian and military government.[1]
In July 1980, the Grupo de Tareas Exterior (GTE, External Operations Group) headed by Guillermo Suárez Mason,
of the 601 Intelligence Battalion, took part in the Cocaine Coup of Luis García Meza in Bolivia, with the assistance
of the Italian terrorist Stefano Delle Chiaie and Nazi war criminal Klaus Barbie. The Argentine secret services hired
70 foreign agents to assist in the coup.[1][9] The cocaine trade helped fund the covert operations.[1] According to
journalist María Seoane, contacts were made between US intelligence and Argentine intelligence on 16 June 1980,
and the main theme of discussions concerned Bolivia, as well as the kidnapping of Montoneros in Lima (Peru).[1]
End of October 1980, Jimmy Carter authorized the creation of a CIA covert program of assistance to the Sandinistas'
opposition, sending a million dollars to fund them. According to journalist María Seoane, the CIA also collaborated
with the 601 Intelligence Battalion, which had organized a base in Florida.[1] According to journalist María Seoane,
in the middle of the 1980s, former CIA deputy director Vernon Walters and the Contra leader Francisco Aguirre met
with Viola, Davico and Valín to coordinate actions in Central America.[1]

Leopoldo Galtieri's take-over and complete alignment with Washington
The "Dirty War" in Central America and US support internally strengthened General Galtieri's position. In December
1981, Galtieri in a palace revolution, replaced General Viola, who was, as Videla, suspected because of the good
relationship maintained until now by the military junta with the Soviet Union. A few days before assuming power,
Galtieri exposed in a speech in Miami the Argentine government's decision to constitute itself as an unconditional
ally of the US in the "world struggle against Communism": "Argentina and the United States will march together in
the ideological war which is starting in the world" [sic].[10]
Meanwhile, Ronald Reagan assumed power in January 1981, with Alexander Haig as Secretary of State and Harry
Shlaudeman as ambassador in Buenos Aires. John Negroponte was nominated ambassador in Honduras. The same
month, the Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN) initiated a large-scale military offensive supported
by the Sandinistas. A 26 February 1981 document sent by Vernon Walters, former CIA director, to Al Haig
described with precisions the US knowledge of the covert operations. Argentine military officer transferred to the
Contras approximatively 50 000 dollars gathered by the drug trade in Bolivia.[1]
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In the beginning of 1982, the United States and the Argentine junta planned the creation of a large Latin American
military force, which would be directed by an Argentine officer, with the initial aim of landing in El Salvador and
push the revolutionaries to Honduras to exterminate them, and then to invade Nicaragua and topple the Sandinista
regime. The operation would have been protected by a remodelling of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal
Assistance (TIAR).
According to journalist María Seoane, a few months later, assuming support of the United States and in an attempt to
revive internal support, Galtieri invaded the Falkland Islands, starting the Falklands War (Spanish: Guerra de las
Malvinas/Guerra del Atlántico Sur) on April 2, 1982 against the United Kingdom, headed by Margaret Thatcher,
who was very close to Reagan.[1] Washington, however, did nothing to prevent London from vigorously reacting to
the Argentine military's belligerous inclinations.
During the Falkland War, the Argentine agent Francés García (alias of Estanislao Valdéz), who had been the
repressor of the Campito detention center in Argentina, was kidnapped by Sandinistas groups in Costa Rica, where
he was based. He then appeared on a TV video, explaining with loads of details the Argentine and US covert
operations in Costa Rica. US journalist Martha Honey report that García was qualified by the North Americans, with
a certain admiration, of having a "completely criminal gorrilla mentality.".[11]
Although the invasion of the Falkland Islands and the subsequent return to civilian rule in 1983 put an end to
Argentine operations in Central America, the dirty war continued well into the 1990s, with hundreds of thousands
being disappeared. The Reagan administration took over the covert operations.
Furthermore, according to the NGO Equipo Nizkor, if the Argentine mission in Honduras, for instance (where 150
officers were present end of 1981,[12] training members of the Battalion 316, in various bases, including
Lepaterique), was downgraded after the Falklands War, Argentine officers remained active in Honduras until 1984,
some of them until 1986,[12] well after the 1983 election of Raúl Alfonsín.
According to journalist María Seoane, in June 1983, the NGO Americas Watch visited Honduras and stated in its
report that "The General Gustavo Álvarez Martínez, head of the Hondurian military staff, has publicly defended the
use of the Argentine method to confront the subversive threat in Latin America. She says Alvarez is responsible of
having brought to Honduras the first Argentine military instructors, when he was commandant of the Fuerza de
Seguridad Pública (Fusep [Public Security Force]).[1]"
Ariel Armony, president of the Goldfarb Center in the Colby College, stated in journalist María Seoane's article that
"it would be more appropriate to speak of a dirty war at a continental level than isolated conflicts at a national scale",
and that "in this war the distinction between combatants and civilian population were erased, while national frontiers
were subordinated to "ideological frontiers" of the East-West conflict." In particular, the Argentine military was not
satisfied with "annihilating" the opposition in the country, but repealed any distinction between internal and external
policy.[1]
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Operation 40
Operation 40 was a Central Intelligence Agency-sponsored undercover operation in the early 1960s, which was
active in the United States and the Caribbean (including Cuba), Central America, and Mexico. It was created by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in March 1960, after the January 1959 Cuban Revolution, and was presided over by
Vice-president Richard Nixon. The group included Frank Sturgis (who would later become one of the Watergate
burglars); Felix Rodriguez (a CIA officer who later was involved in the capture and summary execution of Che
Guevara); Luis Posada Carriles (held in the US in 2010 on charges of illegal immigration, he is demanded by
Venezuela for his key role in the execution of the 1976 Cubana Flight 455 bombing); Orlando Bosch (founder of the
counterrevolutionary Coordination of United Revolutionary Organizations, that organized the 1976 murder of
Chilean former minister Orlando Letelier); Rafael 'Chi Chi' Quintero; Virgilio Paz Romero; Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz;
Bernard Barker; Porter Goss; and Barry Seal. Members took part in the April 1961 Bay of Pigs Invasion directed
against the government of Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel Castro.
Operation 40 had 86 employees in 1961, of which 37 were trained as case officers.
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Origins
On 11 December 1959, following the Cuban Revolution of January 1959, Colonel J.C. King, chief of the CIA's
Western Hemisphere Division, sent a confidential memorandum to CIA director Allen W. Dulles. King argued that
in Cuba there existed a "far-left dictatorship, which if allowed to remain will encourage similar actions against U.S.
holdings in other Latin American countries."
As a result of this memorandum, Dulles established a ZR/RIFLE unit named Operation 40, from the "Group of 40"
of the National Security Council group that followed Cuba. The group was presided over by then-Vice President
Richard M. Nixon and included Admiral Arleigh Burke, Livingston Merchant of the State Department, National
Security Adviser Gordon Gray, as well as Dulles himself.
Tracy Barnes functioned as operating office of the Cuban Task Force. He called a meeting on 18 January 1960, in
his temporary office near the Lincoln Memorial. Those attending included David Atlee Phillips, Jacob 'Jake'
Esterline, E. Howard Hunt, and Frank Bender (an alias of Gerry Droller), all of the CIA.[1][2][3] Barnes, Phillips,
Esterline, Hunt, David Sanchez Morales and others had previously worked together in the 1954 overthrow of Jacobo
Arbenz in Guatemala, organized by the CIA under the code-name Operation PBSUCCESS.
On 17 March 1960, President Eisenhower signed a National Security Council directive on the anti-Cuban covert
action program authorizing the CIA to organize, train, and equip Cuban refugees as a guerrilla force to overthrow the
government of Cuban prime minister Fidel Castro.
The group recruited former Batista-regime intelligence officers and mob henchmen such as Eladio del Valle and
Rolando Masferrer, soldiers of fortune such as Frank Sturgis, and CIA case officers such as Col. William Bishop and
David Sanchez Morales, who managed teams of assassins.[4]

Members
Over the next few years Operation 40 worked closely with several anti-Castro Cuban organizations including Alpha
66, a US-supported Cuban paramilitary group that trained in the Everglades.
The individuals who composed Operation 40 had been selected in Miami, Florida by Jose Sanjenis Perdomo, former
Chief of Police during Cuban President Carlos Prio's regime. Operation 40 had 86 employees in 1961, of which 37
were trained as case officers. These included: Frank Sturgis, Félix Rodríguez, Antonio Veciana, Luis Posada
Carriles, Orlando Bosch, Rafael 'Chi Chi' Quintero, Roland Masferrer, Eladio del Valle, Guillermo Novo, Carlos
Bringuier, Eugenio Martinez ('Musculito'), Antonio Cuesta, Hermino Diaz Garcia, Juan Manuel Salvat, Ricardo
Morales Navarrete, Isidro Borjas, Virgilio Paz Romero, Jose Dionisio Suarez, Felipe Rivero, Gaspar 'Gasparito'
Jimenez Escobedo, Nazario Sargent, Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz, Jose Basulto, Alvin Ross, Ricardo Morales Navarrete,
Juan Manuel Salvat, (Cuban-American) Bernard Barker, and Paulino Sierra. Barry Seal may have flown for
Operation 40.

Operations
On 4 March 1960, La Coubre, a ship flying a Belgian flag, exploded in Havana Bay. It was loaded with arms and
ammunition that had been sent to the armed forces of the post-revolution government of Cuba. A second bomb was
set nearby and timed to go off later - to kill the volunteers attempting to rescue the (primarily civilian) victims of the
first explosion. The explosions killed 75 people and over 200 were injured.[1] Operation 40 was not only involved in
sabotage operations. One member, Frank Sturgis, allegedly told author Mike Canfield: "this assassination group
(Operation 40) would upon orders, naturally, assassinate either members of the military or the political parties of the
foreign country that you were going to infiltrate, and if necessary some of your own members who were suspected of
being foreign agents...We were concentrating strictly in Cuba at that particular time." The group sought to incite civil
war in Cuba against the government of prime minister Fidel Castro. "In October 1960, they realize that this project
has failed, and that is when Brigade 2506" was created, a CIA-sponsored group made up of 1,511 Cuban exiles who
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fought in the April 1961 Bay of Pigs Invasion.
The group played a major role in the invasion. "The first news that we have of Operation 40 is a statement made by a
mercenary of the Bay of Pigs who was the chief of military intelligence of the invading brigade and whose name was
Jose Raúl de Varona Gonzalez," writes Escalante. "In his statement this man said the following: in the month of
March 1961, around the seventh, Mr. Vicente Leon arrived at the base in Guatemala at the head of some 53 men
saying that he had been sent by the office of Mr. Joaquin Sanjenis, Chief of Civilian Intelligence, with a mission he
said was called Operation 40. It was a special group that didn't have anything to do with the brigade and which
would go in the rearguard occupying towns and cities. His prime mission was to take over the files of intelligence
agencies, public buildings, banks, industries, and capture the heads and leaders in all of the cities and interrogate
them. Interrogate them in his own way".
On 17 April 1961, Vicente Leon Leon, with other members of Operation 40, landed at the Bay of Pigs via the
CIA-chartered freighter Atlantico. He was killed in action.[5][6]

Notes
[1] Escalante (1995)
[2] Furiati (1995), pp.14-15
[3] Fonzi (1993), p.415
[4] Mahoney p 174-175; HSCA staff reports
[5] Rodriguez (1999), p.153
[6] Fernandez (1999), p.100

Bibliography
• Bohning, Don. 2005. The Castro Obsession: U.S. Covert Operations Against Cuba, 1959-1965. p. 303 ISBN
1-57488-676-2
• Escalante, Fabian. 1995. The Secret War: CIA Covert Operations Against Cuba, 1959–62. ISBN 1-875284-86-9
• Fernandez, Jose Ramon. 1999,2001. Playa Giron/Bay of Pigs: Washington's First Military Defeat in the
Americas. Pathfinder ISBN 0-87348-925-X ISBN 9780873489256
• Fonzi, Gaeton. 1993. The Last Investigation. ISBN 1-56025-052-6
• Furiati, Claudia. ZR Rifle: Plot to Kill Kennedy and Castro. Ocean Press. ISBN 1-875284-85-0
• Gyeorgos Ceres Hatonn. Tangled Webs Vol.I p. 73
• Rodriguez, Juan Carlos. 1999. Bay of Pigs and the CIA. Ocean Press Melbourne. ISBN 1-875284-98-2
• Russell, Dick. 2003. The Man Who Knew Too Much: Hired to Kill Oswald and Prevent the Assassination of JFK
• Scott, PD and Marshall, J. 1998. Cocaine Politics: Drugs, Armies, and the CIA in Central America
• U.S. House Committee on the Judiciary. 1974. Statement of Information: Hearings Before the Committee on the
Judiciary, House of Representatives. "specially trained to capture documents of the Castro government"

External sources
• Bay of Pigs, 40 Years After: Chronology. The National Security Archive. The George Washington University
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/bayofpigs/chron.html

189

Operation Midnight Climax

Operation Midnight Climax
Operation Midnight Climax was an operation initially established by Sidney Gottlieb and placed under the
direction of Narcotics Bureau officer George Hunter White under the alias of Morgan Hall for the CIA as a
sub-project of Project MKULTRA, the CIA mind-control research program that began in the 1950s.[1]
The project consisted of a web of CIA-run safehouses in San Francisco, Marin, and New York. It was established in
order to study the effects of LSD on unconsenting individuals. Prostitutes on the CIA payroll were instructed to lure
clients back to the safehouses, where they were surreptitiously plied with a wide range of substances, including LSD,
and monitored behind one-way glass. Several significant operational techniques were developed in this theater,
including extensive research into sexual blackmail, surveillance technology, and the possible use of mind-altering
drugs in field operations.
The safehouses were dramatically scaled back in 1962, following a report by CIA Inspector General John Earman
that strongly recommended closing the facility. The San Francisco safehouses were closed in 1965, and the New
York City safehouse soon followed in 1966.
MKULTRA came to light in the spring of 1963 during a wide-ranging survey of the CIA's technical services
division. John K. Vance, a member of the Central Intelligence Agency inspector general's staff, discovered that the
agency was running a research project that included administering LSD and other drugs to unwitting human
subjects.[2]
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Operation WASHTUB
Operation WASHTUB was a CIA-organized covert operation to plant a phony Soviet arms cache in Nicaragua to
demonstrate Guatemalan ties to Moscow. It was part of the effort to overthrow the President of Guatemala, Jacobo
Arbenz Guzmán in 1954.[1]
On February 19, 1954, the CIA planted a cache of Soviet-made arms on the Nicaraguan coast to be "discovered"
weeks later by fishermen in the pay of Nicaraguan president Anastasio Somoza García. On May 7, 1954, President
Somoza told reporters at a press conference that a Soviet submarine had been photographed, but that no prints or
negatives were available. The story also involved Guatemalan assassination squads. The press and the public were
skeptical and the story did not get much press.[2]

Notes
[1] Piero Gleijeses, Nick. Secret History: The CIA's Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952–1954. p. 57.
[2] Piero, p. 57 referring to Gleijeses, Shattered Hope, p. 294

Acoustic Kitty
Acoustic Kitty was a CIA project launched by the Directorate of Science & Technology in the 1960s attempting to
use cats in spy missions, intended to spy on the Kremlin and Soviet embassies, recording the links between the
buildings in the area. A battery and a microphone were implanted into a cat and an antenna into its tail. This would
allow the cats to innocuously record and transmit sound from its surroundings. Due to problems with distraction, the
cat's sense of hunger had to be addressed in another operation.[1] Surgical and training expenses are thought to have
amounted to over $20 million.
The first Acoustic Kitty mission was to eavesdrop on two men in a park outside the Soviet compound on Wisconsin
Avenue in Washington, D.C. The cat was released nearby, but was hit and killed by a taxi almost immediately.
Subsequent tests also failed.[1] Shortly thereafter the project was considered a failure and declared to be a total
loss.[2] The project was cancelled in 1967.[1]

In media
Although it is not entirely clear on whether he is the originator of the concept, British author Len Deighton
prefigured the concept of Acoustic Kitty in his novel, Billion Dollar Brain (1966), where the unnamed hero (Harry
Palmer) notes that "Even the cats of East Berlin are wired..." for sound recording.
John Mann produced an album in 2002 entitled Acoustic Kitty.
The project is featured in a novel and in a children's book:
• Acoustic Kitty by Bob Rybarczyk, ISBN 978-1-60145-397-6
• A Horse in the House by Gail Ablow, ill. by Kathy Osborn, ISBN 978-0-7636-2838-3
Operation Acoustic Kitty was featured in a strip of Dinosaur Comics[3] and also in the photocomic Surviving the
World.[4]
In Alpha Protocol, Steven Heck tells Michael Thorton about this in response to an unrelated question.
In the DVD version of Red (2010 film), in the Extras menu, Operation Kitty is explained in the C.I.A. files.
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Amalgam Virgo
Operation Amalgam Virgo is a CINCNORAD [2] joint task
counter-terrorist and field training exercise (FTX) carried out in
Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida on early June 2001. NORAD
sponsored the multi-agency planning exercise involving the
hypothetical scenario of a cruise missile or UAV launched by a
terrorist group.[3] Osama Bin Laden was pictured on the cover of the
proposal for the exercise. Key military players involved in the
exercise also included personnel from the 1st Air Force battalion, the
U.S. National Guard, the U.S. Reserve forces, and the U.S. Navy.
Amalgam Virgo 01 (June 1–2 / 2001) Click PDF

[1]
Several naval ships including the USS Yorktown and the Navy Aegis
cruiser were dispatched to the Gulf of Mexico as part of the
multi-service anti-cruise missile operation. Military land personnel from the 1st Air Force also engaged in gathering
radar information on low-level targets by using the Joint-Based Expeditionary Connectivity Center (JBECC), a
mobile shelter capable of being deployed to high-risk regions while providing early warning signals on cruise missile
attacks.
[1] http:/ / www. ratical. org/ ratville/ CAH/ linkscopy/ AmalgumVirgo. pdf
[2] http:/ / www. globalsecurity. org/ military/ ops/ ex-northcom. htm
[3] Quote: TERRORIST GROUP ACQUIRES CM'S/UAV'S (page 17, pdf file)
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Project FUBELT
Project FUBELT (also known as Track II) is the code name for the secret Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
operations that were to prevent Salvador Allende rise to power before his confirmation, and promote a military coup
in Chile.
The highlights of Project FUBELT are cited in declassified U.S. government documents released by the National
Security Archive on September 11, 1998, 25 years after the coup, as well as in papers uncovered by a 1975
congressional inquiry.
CIA memoranda and reports on Project FUBELT include meetings between United States Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger and CIA officials, CIA cables to its Santiago station, and summaries of secret action in 1970 — detailing
decisions and operations to undermine the election of Salvador Allende in September 1970 and promote a military
coup.

Revelations from declassified documents
Among the revelations in the formerly secret documents were the following:
• Handwritten notes, taken by CIA director Richard Helms, record the orders of President Richard Nixon, to foster
a coup in Chile[1]
• In the first meeting between Helms and high agency officials on the secret operations codenamed "FUBELT", a
special task force under the supervision of CIA Deputy Director for Plans, Thomas Karamessines, is established,
headed by veteran agent David Atlee Phillips. The memorandum notes that the CIA must prepare an action plan
for National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger within 48 hours.[2]
• Henry Kissinger, Thomas Karamessines and Alexander Haig (military assistant to Henry Kissinger), in a meeting
on October 15, 1970, discuss promoting a coup in Chile, known as "Track II" of covert operations. Kissinger
orders the CIA to "continue keeping the pressure on every Allende weak spot in sight.[3]
• In a secret cable, Thomas Karamessines conveyed Kissinger's orders to CIA station chief in Santiago, Henry
Hecksher: "It is firm and continuing policy that Allende be overthrown by a coup."[4]
• The CIA ran a series of secret operations intended to push President Eduardo Frei Montalva to support "a military
coup which would prevent Allende from taking office on 3 November."[5]
• After Salvador Allende's election, the United States considered trying to get Chile expelled from the Organization
of American States.[6]
• Embassy officers and the State Department Policy Planning office called for the cutting off of economic and
military assistance to Pinochet's government on human rights grounds, but were overruled by the Ambassador and
officials of The Pentagon and Treasury Department.[7]
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Stargate Project
The Stargate Project[1] was the umbrella code name of one of several sub-projects established by the U.S. Federal
Government to investigate claims of psychic phenomena with potential military and domestic applications,
particularly "remote viewing": the purported ability to psychically "see" events, sites, or information from a great
distance.[2] These projects were active from the 1970s through 1995, and followed up early psychic research done at
The Stanford Research Institute (SRI), Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), The American
Society for Psychical Research, and other psychical research labs.[3]
The Stargate Project was terminated in 1995 following an independent review which concluded:
The foregoing observations provide a compelling argument against continuation of the program within the
intelligence community. Even though a statistically significant effect has been observed in the laboratory, it
remains unclear whether the existence of a paranormal phenomenon, remote viewing, has been demonstrated.
The laboratory studies do not provide evidence regarding the origins or nature of the phenomenon, assuming it
exists, nor do they address an important methodological issue of inter-judge reliability.
Further, even if it could be demonstrated unequivocally that a paranormal phenomenon occurs under the
conditions present in the laboratory paradigm, these conditions have limited applicability and utility for
intelligence gathering operations. For example, the nature of the remote viewing targets are vastly dissimilar,
as are the specific tasks required of the remote viewers. Most importantly, the information provided by remote
viewing is vague and ambiguous, making it difficult, if not impossible, for the technique to yield information
of sufficient quality and accuracy of information for actionable intelligence. Thus, we conclude that continued
use of remote viewing in intelligence gathering operations is not warranted.
— Executive summary, "An Evaluation of Remote Viewing: Research and Applications", American Institutes
for Research, Sept. 29, 1995[4]
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Background
Information in the United States on psychic research in some foreign countries was sketchy and poorly detailed,
based mostly on rumor or innuendo from second-hand or tertiary reporting, attributed to both reliable and unreliable
disinformation sources from the Soviet Union.[5][6]
Despite the dubious origins of much data, the CIA and military intelligence decided they should investigate and
know as much about it as possible. Various programs were approved yearly and re-funded accordingly. Reviews
were made semi-annually at the Senate and House select committee level. Work results were reviewed, and remote
viewing was attempted with the results being kept secret from the "viewer". It was thought that if the viewer was
shown they were incorrect it would damage the viewer's confidence and skill. This was standard operating procedure
throughout the years of military and domestic remote viewing programs. Feedback to the remote viewer of any kind
was rare; it was kept classified and secret.[7]
Remote viewing attempts to sense unknown information about places or events. Normally it is performed to detect
current events, but during military and domestic intelligence applications viewers claimed to sense things in the
future, experiencing precognition.[2]

The Stargate Project
The Stargate Project created a set of protocols designed to make the research of clairvoyance and out-of-body
experiences more scientific, and to minimize as much as possible session noise and inaccuracy. The term "remote
viewing" emerged as shorthand to describe this more structured approach to clairvoyance. Stargate only received a
mission after all other intelligence attempts, methods, or approaches had already been exhausted.[8]
It was also reported that there were over 22 active military and domestic remote viewers providing data. When the
project closed in 1995 this number had dwindled down to three. One was using tarot cards. People leaving the
project were not replaced. According to Joseph McMoneagle, "The Army never had a truly open attitude toward
psychic functioning". Hence, the use of the term "giggle factor"[9] and the saying, "I wouldn't want to be found dead
next to a psychic."[10]
In 1995, the project was transferred to the CIA and a retrospective evaluation of the results was done. The CIA
contracted the American Institutes for Research for an evaluation. An analysis conducted by Professor Jessica Utts
showed a statistically significant effect,[11] with gifted subjects scoring 5%-15% above chance, though subject
reports included a large amount of irrelevant information, and when reports did seem on target they were vague and
general in nature.[12] Ray Hyman argued that Utts' conclusion that ESP had been proven to exist, especially
precognition, "is premature and that present findings have yet to be independently replicated."[13] Based upon both of
their collected findings, which recommended a higher level of critical research and tighter controls, the CIA
terminated the 20 million dollar project, citing a lack of documented evidence that the program had any value to the
intelligence community. Time magazine stated in 1995 three full-time psychics were still working on a
$500,000-a-year budget out of Fort Meade, Maryland, which would soon close.[12]

Claims of successful remote viewing
According to the American Institute for Research, which performed the review of the project, no remote viewing
report ever provided actionable information for any intelligence operation.[14][12]
A number of successful viewings have been claimed in The Ultimate Time Machine by Joseph McMoneagle and
Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate America's Psychic Espionage Program by Paul H. Smith. Examples of
confirmed future targets that are claimed to have been sensed by Stargate remote viewers include:[15][16]
• The predicted launch date for a newly constructed submarine months before it actually rolled from its
construction crib and into the harbor by Joseph McMoneagle. McMoneagle guessed the submarine would be
launched about four months later, sometime in the month of January 1980. Satellite photos confirmed this in
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mid-January 1980 [17] According to Paul H. Smith, McMoneagle predicted several months in the future.[18]
• The predicted release of a hostage in the Middle East and a correct description of the medical problem
precipitating his release. The information was provided three weeks before the hostage takers made their
decisions.
This conclusion seems to be associated with the following text: "When one of the hostages was released early
because of medical conditions and shown the information we [remote-viewers] had accumulated, he was
enraged. In his mind, the only way we could possibly had such accurate information, would be to have
someone inside the embassy with the hostages..."[19]
The information given by Keith Harary,[20][21] at SRI, the Stargate Project, was: "He seems to be suffering
from nausea. One side of his body seems damaged or hurt. He will be on an airplane in the next few days."
The target turned out to be the hostage Richard Queen, held by Iranian militants and now desperately ill with
symptoms including muscle weakness, lack of coordination, difficulty in vision, spasticity, vertigo, facial
numbness, tremor, and emotional lability, multiple sclerosis, that affected his nerves on one side. In part due to
his input, Harary says he was later informed by contacts at SRI, President Carter dispatched a plane to bring
Queen home.[22] There is no reference to a three week prediction. There is no mention of the Iran hostage
crisis (November 4, 1979 - January 20, 1981) or this incident in the 1984 book, The Mind Race:
Understanding and Using Psychic Abilities, by Russell Targ and Keith Harary, which centers around remote
viewing experiments and SRI.[23]
• Upon reading of the May 17, 1987, attack on the frigate the U.S.S. Stark in The Washington Post, Paul H. Smith
became convinced that his remote viewing, three days earlier, of an attack on an American warship, including the
location, the method, and the motive, was precognition.[16] The American Warship "viewing" session was around
30 pages long, including writing and sketching of ships, parts of ships, map-like diagrams, etc.[24]

Project personnel
Major General Albert Stubblebine
A key sponsor of the research internally at Fort Meade, MD, MG Stubblebine was convinced of the reality of a wide
variety of psychic phenomena. He required that all of his Battalion Commanders learn how to bend spoons a la Uri
Geller, and he himself attempted several psychic feats, even attempting to walk through walls. In the early 1980s he
was responsible for the United States Army Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM), during which time the
remote viewing project in the US Army began. Some commentators have confused a "Project Jedi", allegedly run by
Special Forces primarily out of Fort Bragg, with Stargate. After some controversy involving these experiments and
alleged security violations from uncleared civilian psychics working in Sensitive Compartmented Information
Facilities (SCIFs), Major General Stubblebine was placed on retirement. His successor as the INSCOM commander
was Major General Harry Soyster, who had a reputation as a much more conservative and conventional intelligence
officer. MG Soyster was not amenable to continuing paranormal experiments and the Army's participation in Project
Stargate ended during his tenure.[7]

Ingo Swann
Originally tested in the "Phase One" were OOBE-Beacon "RV" experiments at The American Society for Psychical
Research, under research director Dr. Karlis Osis. A former OT VII Scientologist, who alleged to have coined the
term 'remote viewing' as a derivation of protocols originally developed by René Warcollier, a French chemical
engineer in the early 20th century, documented in the book Mind to Mind. Swann's achievement was to break free
from the conventional mold of casual experimentation and candidate burn out, and develop a viable set of protocols
that put clairvoyance within a framework named “Coordinate Remote Viewing” (CRV). In a 1995 letter Ed May [25]
wrote he had not used Swann for two years because there were rumors of him briefing a high level person at SAIC
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on remote viewing and aliens, ETs. Though Swann was a good receiver, May had two current receivers that were
better.[26]

Pat Price
A former Burbank, California, police officer who participated in a number of Cold War era Remote viewing
experiments, including the US government sponsored project SCANATE and the Star Project. Working with maps
and photographs provided to him by the CIA, Price claimed to have been able to retrieve information from facilities
behind Soviet Lines. He is probably best known for his sketches of cranes and gantries which appeared to conform to
CIA intelligence photographs. At the time, his claims were taken seriously by the CIA.[27]
In addition to his participation in remote viewing experiments, Price believed that aliens had established four
underground bases on Earth. He offered reports on these locations to Harold E. Puthoff, formerly of SRI
International, the principal scientific investigator for Project SCANATE.[27]
For a time he worked alongside/in competition with Ingo Swann.

Joseph McMoneagle
McMoneagle claims he had a remarkable memory of very early childhood events. He grew up surrounded by
alcoholism, abuse and poverty. As a child he had visions at night when scared, and first began to hone his psychic
abilities in his teens for his own protection when he hitchhiked. He enlisted to get away. McMoneagle became an
experimental remote viewer, while serving in U.S. Army Intelligence.[28]

Paul H. Smith
Smith is a retired U.S. Army Major and intelligence officer. Smith was one of the five people trained as a prototype
test subject in Ingo Swann's psychic development of the CRV protocols in 1983. Upon the closure of the Army's
Center Lane remote viewing program, Smith was re-assigned to the Defense Intelligence Agency’s follow-on remote
viewing unit, Sun Streak, which later became Star Gate. He was the main author of what is known today as the
“CRV Manual”. Its purpose was simply to serve as a guide and a reference for the terminology and it served to show
inquisitive lawmakers what the millions of dollars were being spent on.[29] Swann wrote to Smith giving Smith's
manual his approval. Smith has published articles on remote viewing in UFO Magazine, and about dowsing and
remote viewing in The American Dowser, the quarterly journal of the American Society of Dowsers. His book
Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate: America's Psychic Espionage Program[30] was the book bonus feature
for the March 2006 Reader's Digest as The Most Secret Agent.[31][32] In his book Smith tells the reader there are
those who can bend spoons with their minds, [33] claims he has remote viewed into the future and bilocated, has
some doubts about the place of extraordinary memories of his fellow remote viewers, shows he believes in Ingo
Swann's teachings, honesty and versions of events, and supports the military potential of remote viewing. Smith
blames bureaucrats afraid to take a risk, selective data and close-minded skeptics for the closing of Star Gate.[3]

Ed Dames
Dames was one of the first five Army students trained by Ingo Swann through Stage 3 in coordinate remote viewing.
Because Dames' role was intended to be as session monitor and analyst as an aid to Fred Atwater [34] rather than a
remote viewer, Dames received no further formal remote viewing training. After his assignment to the remote
viewing unit at the end of January 1986 he was used to "run" remote viewers (as monitor) and provide training and
practice sessions to viewer personnel. He soon established a reputation for pushing CRV to extremes, with target
sessions on Atlantis, Mars, UFOs, and aliens. He has been a guest more than 30 times on the Coast to Coast AM
radio show.[35]
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[17] Memoirs of a Psychic Spy : The Remarkable Life of U.S. Government Remote Viewer 001 by Joseph McMoneagle, Hampton Roads
Publishing Co., 2002, 2006, p. 123, Revised and updated version of McMoneagles' The Stargate Chronicles, first edition
[18] Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate America's Psychic Espionage Program by Paul H. Smith, Forge Books, 2005, pp. 128-129
[19] Memoirs of a Psychic Spy : The Remarkable Life of U.S. Government Remote Viewer 001 by Joseph McMoneagle, Hampton Roads
Publishing Co., 2002, 2006, p. 110, Revised and updated version of McMoneagles' The Stargate Chronicles
[20] http:/ / www. answers. com/ topic/ keith-harary
[21] Psychology Today: Confessions of a Star Psychic (http:/ / psychologytoday. com/ articles/ pto-20051018-000003. html)
[22] http:/ / 64. 233. 167. 104/ search?q=cache:lbG6UtKMu60J:psychologytoday. com/ articles/ pto-20051018-000003. html+ richard+ queen+
remote+ viewing& hl=en& ct=clnk& cd=2& gl=us
[23] The Mind Race: Understanding and Using Psychic Abilities by Russell Targ and Keith Harary, Villard Books, 1984
[24] Reader's Digest, p. 173, March 2006
[25] Beginning in 1976, Dr. May joined the ongoing, U.S. Government-sponsored work at SRI International (formerly called Stanford Research
Institute). In 1985, he inherited the program directorship of what was now called the Cognitive Sciences Program. Dr. May shifted that
program to Science Applications International Corporation in 1991. Dr. May’s association with government-sponsored parapsychology
research ended in 1995, when the program, now called STAR GATE, was closed.
[26] Stargate - Remote viewing history - military (http:/ / www. remoteviewed. com/ remote_viewing_history_military. htm)
•
•
•

Schnabel Jim (1997) "Remote Viewers: The Secret History of America's Psychic Spies" Dell, 1997 , ISBN 0-440-22306-7
Richelson Jeffrey T "The Wizards of Langley: Inside the CIA's Directorate of Science and Technology"
Mandelbaum W. Adam "The Psychic Battlefield: A History of the Military-Occult Complex"

•
•
•

Picknett Lynn, Prince Clive "The Stargate Conspiracy"
Chalker Bill "Hair of the Alien: DNA and Other Forensic Evidence of Alien Abductions"
Constantine Alex "Psychic Dictatorship in the USA"
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[28] Memoirs of a Psychic Spy : The Remarkable Life of U.S. Government Remote Viewer 001 by Joseph McMoneagle, Hampton Roads
Publishing Co., 2002, 2006, Revised and updated version of McMoneagles' The Stargate Chronicles, first edition
[29] Remote Viewing - Defense Intelligence Agency Coordinate Remote Viewing Manual (CRV Manual) (http:/ / www. crvmanual. com)
[30] Paul H. Smith Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate: America's Psychic Espionage Program, Folger Books, 2005 ISBN
0-8125-7855-4
[31] Reader's Digest, p. 171, March 2006
[32] Learn Dowsing From Expert Paul Smith (http:/ / www. learndowsing. com/ aboutpaul. cfm)
[33] http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=h3X9h1WlQpA& feature=related
[34] Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate -- America's Psychic Espionage Unit by Paul H. Smith, Tom Dougherty Books, 2005, pp.
152-153
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Further reading
• Ronson, Jon, The Men who Stare at Goats, Picador, 2004, ISBN 0-330-37547-4. Written to accompany the TV
series The Crazy Rulers of the World (http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=6708686897899858973); the
military budget cuts after Vietnam and how it all began.
• Smith, Paul H, Reading the Enemy's Mind: Inside Star Gate—America's Psychic Espionage Program, Forge
Books 2005, ISBN 0-312-87515-0
• Targ, Russell and Puthoff, Harold E, Mind-Reach: Scientists Look at Psychic Abilities, Hampton Roads 2005,
ISBN 1-57174-414-2 (originally published 1977 by Delacorte, ISBN 0-440-05688-8)—original book describing
the early SRI remote viewing protocol while the experiments were ongoing, recently updated
• Utts and Josephson, The Paranormal: The Evidence and Its Implications for Consciousness,1996

External links
• CIA "Firedocs' Remote Viewing manual online (http://www.firedocs.com/remoteviewing/answers/
crvmanual/)
• Lyn Buchanan's Controlled Remote Viewing (http://www.crviewer.com)
• Ingo Swann website (http://www.biomindsuperpowers.com/)
• The Farsight Institute (http://www.farsight.org/)
• Freedom of Information Act - Study of Remote Viewing for UK. Ministry of Defence 2001-2002 (http://www.
mod.uk/DefenceInternet/FreedomOfInformation/DisclosureLog/SearchDisclosureLog/RemoteViewing.htm)
• TIME coverage (http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,983829,00.html)
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Tepper Aviation
Tepper Aviation, Inc. is based at the Bob Sikes Airport in Crestview,
Florida.[1] The company has a long association with the CIA.[2] In the
late 1980s and early 1990s, it was widely reported to be flying
weapons into Angola to arm the UNITA rebels.[3] More recently, it has
been linked with the practice of extraordinary rendition.[4]
Tepper appears to have close links with Crestview Aerospace
Corporation, as it shares the same address, and Charles R. Shanklin is a
director of both companies.[1][5] Additionally, Tepper director Jack E.
Owen was President of Crestview Aerospace until 2001.[6] L-3
Communications agreed to acquire Crestview Aerospace Corporation
on 24 May 2006 for $135 million in cash.[7]

Lockheed L-382 N2189M operated by Tepper
visiting the Mojave Spaceport in 2006

Operations
Recent destinations for Tepper airplanes
According to flight records, L-100-30, model 382G-30C, c/n 4582,
N2189M has visited the CIA's Camp Peary training facility at least
twice, in late April and in mid-May 2006.[8] That aircraft also visits the
Caribbean: it was seen in Puerto Rico in February 2006, and flew to
Barbados in late May of that year.[8] And in February 2006, N8183J
flew from Andersen Air Force Base in Guam to Mactan Cebu airport
in the Philippines.

Lockheed L-382 N3867X operated by Tepper
visiting the Mojave Spaceport in 2006

According to information previously published by aerospace journalist
Keith Stein's ISI Consulting website, in 2002 both aircraft visited the
Department of Energy's Desert Rock Airport in Nevada, an airstrip at a
disused nuclear weapons testing facility.[9]
The Swiss newspaper Blick has speculated that, given the large number
of movements of CIA-linked aircraft in and out of this supposedly
disused facility, Desert Rock has been used at some point as a secret
prison or black site. It is not known whether Blick's source was Stein's
website or if it obtained the information independently.[10]

Lockheed L-382 N3867X departs the Mojave
Spaceport with a Tepper Aviation callsign

Allegedly running guns to UNITA for the CIA
The first report of Tepper's involvement in Angola was in early 1989, in the UK Independent newspaper:
"The CIA has appointed a new airline to ferry weaponry to the US and South African-backed Unita guerrillas
fighting the Marxist government in Angola. The CIA's previous airline for this task was forced to close after
media revelations. Tepper Aviation, based in Crestview, Florida, operates a Hercules freighter aircraft which,
according to former employees, has flown between the Kamina air base in southern Zaire and Unita- held
territory in eastern Angola. Tepper was set up in late 1980, after the demise of the CIA's previous carrier, St.
Lucia Airways, whose activities, in addition to the Angolan work, included the transport of Colonel North and
weapons to Iran... Bud Peddy, who heads Tepper, categorically denies that the Hercules has been in Zaire or

Tepper Aviation
Angola.[3]
The categorical denial by Tepper's chief was somewhat undermined by his own death just months later in a Hercules
aircraft accident in Angola, as reported by Flight International:
"The Lockheed L-100 Hercules which crashed while on a US Central Intelligence Agency mission in Angola
late last month was owned and operated by Tepper Aviation, a Florida-based company with a history of
involvement with CIA operations. Bud Peddy, the head of Tepper Aviation, was piloting the aircraft and was
killed in the crash along with, at least two West Germans, a Briton and a second American. The aircraft,
painted grey and known as the 'Grey Ghost', came down at night on 27 November as it was coming in to land
at Jamba, the main base of the UNITA guerrillas fighting Angola's Marxist Government. The aircraft was
carrying a cargo of weapons, plus several guerrillas, as well as the Europeans and Americans.[11]
The plane in question was N9205T.[12] The head of Tepper at the time was in fact named Pharies 'Bud' Petty (both
The Independent and Flight International managed to get this wrong). "The Book of Honor" by Ted Gup describes
the ill-fated mission in some detail:[13]
"The lumbering cargo plane that would take him into Angola was to be one of the 'Gray Ghosts,' so named for
their slate-colored paint. The plane had four seats in the front -- for a pilot, copilot, navigator, and loadmaster.
The fuselage was largely open for cargo. On board that night was a seasoned crew of six. Even by Agency
standards, it had a distinctly international flavor. Heading the team was Pharies 'Bud' Petty, a veteran Agency
pilot who, at least on paper, presided over a Florida firm called Tepper Aviation, located in Crestview, just off
Eglin Air Force Base. The other crew members were all ostensibly employees of Tepper."
Gup's book identifies Gracie T. Petty as Petty's widow.[13] She is currently secretary and treasurer of Tepper
Aviation.[1]

Aircraft operated by Tepper
• N1018H - Cessna TR-182, c.n. R18201649 - owned by Tepper
• N2189M - Lockheed L-100-30 c.n. 4582 (registration no longer valid)[14] Lars Olausson's entry for c.n. 4582 in
the 25th edition of the "Lockheed Hercules Production List - 1954-2008" (self-published, Såtenäs, Sweden),
reads: L-100-30 (Model 382-G-30C), delivered April 1975 - Gabon Air Force TRK-KA, April 1975, same April
1980. Registered TR-KKA by August 1981, same, February 1989. Sold to Pegasus Aviation Finance Company,
registered N2189M, 1989, registered to Alaska World Trade Corporation, Anchorage, Alaska, January 1990,
same, March 1990. Registered to Flight Cargo Leasing, Dover, Delaware, April 1990, same, September 1990.
Leased to Tepper Aviation [from Rapid Air Trans (?), June 1990 (?)]. As of January 1992, marked in overall
white w/ a blue line, no markings, blister on top of fwd. fuselage. Flights to Riga and Kiev, February 1992. As
Rapid Air Trans, November 1993, same January 1994. To Pegasus Aviation, February 1995, same, May 1997.
Carrying Tepper Aviation titles, June 1998. At Basra, May 2004, no titles as of October 2005. N2189M
registration passed to JJS&D, LLC, 824 Market Street, Suite 1000, Wilmington, Delaware, 19899-1680,
registration date 7 December 2006; reregistered N2731G to JSS&D, January 2007. Operating with no titles, May
2007. N2731G was previously assigned to a York, Pennsylvania-registered Cessna 182B, c.n. 52031, registered
June 28, 1996, and delisted as destroyed.
• N8183J - Lockheed L-100-30 c.n. 4796 - Lars Olausson's entry for c.n. 4796 in the 25th edition of the "Lockheed
Hercules Production List - 1954-2008" (self-published, Såtenäs, Sweden), reads: L-100-30 (Model 382G-39C),
delivered November 1978 and sold to Safair, November 1978. Leased to SCIBE, Zaire, registered 9Q-CBJ,
November 1978. Stored at Brussels by October 1988, same January 1989. Registered to Pegasus Aviation as
N123GA, January 1989. Registered to Rapid Air Trans as N8183J, February 1989, operated by Aero
International. Leased to Tepper Aviation, December 1989?, same, March 1990. As of April 1993, white overall,
no titles. Operation for U.S. government, October 1993, same, November 2004. Registration N8183J transferred
to Q2P, L.L.C., Wilmington, Delaware, October 2006. Registration changed to N2679C, November 2006, TA on
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tail, November 2006. Operation by Tepper, March 2007 (Lars Olausson, Production List, 2008, 26th Ed., page
95).
• N9205T - Lockheed L-100 c.n. 4129 (crashed November 27, 1989)[12] Lars Olausson gives this history: L-100
c.n. 4129, (Model 382G-30C) delivered to ZAC-Alexander, registered 9J-RBW, April 1966, sold to Maple Leaf
Leasing, 1969, leased to Pacific Western Airlines, line number 383, March 1969, damaged Eureka, Nunavut,
August 1969, rebuilt as L-100-20, December 1969. Leased to Alaska International Air, (earlier Interior Airways,
later MarkAir), December 1969. Sold to Pacific Western Airlines, registered CF-PWN, 1977, then sold to St.
Lucia Airways, registered J6-SLO, May 1985, named "Juicy Lucy", (after a rock and roll band), 1969–1972,
transporting cargo for UNITA, July 1987. Sold to Tepper Aviation, Florida, N9205T, January 1988, named "Grey
Ghost" - crash landing at Jamba, Angola.
• Although it's not proven, it appears likely that the recently re-registered Lockheed L-100-30 N3867X, c.n. 4684,
(Model 382G-35C) is also operated by Tepper. The airframe is registered to T3D&H, L.L.C., 824 Market Street,
Suite 1000, Wilmington, Delaware - CIA front companies have been known as "Delaware corporations", as
described by former Deputy Director of the CIA, Robert Amory, Jr., due to the lenient incorporation laws of that
state. ("The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence", by Victor Marchetti and John D. Marks, Dell Publishing Company,
Inc., New York, New York, 1974, chapter 5, page 146, ISBN 44004698175 .) The Glomar Explorer was built in a
Delaware shipyard.
• N4557C, L-100-30, c.n. 5027, (Model 382G-69C) is widely supposed to be operated by Tepper, given that it is
owned by the same shell company as N2189M and N8183J. However, this is also not proven. The Landings
database for U.S. civil registrations does not have a record of N4557C. Olausson lists the following registrations
for 5027: Lockheed Aircraft Company N4278M, China Air Cargo CAAC B-3002, delivered November 1987,
same, July 1991. China Eastern Airlines, September 1991, same, June 1992. Air China, March, 1993, then China
Air Cargo, February 1994, (according to Olausson, fish charter to Japan, October 1998). Sold to Safair ZS-JAG,
May 1999, operating October 2003 in all white scheme, same December 2003. To Rapid Air Trans (Tepper)
N4557C as of January 2004. At Mojave, California, August 2004, January 2007. Registration transferred to
Northcap, L.L.C., Wilmington, Delaware, 06-Mar-2007, according to the Landings database. There are four
companies operating Hercules that list the same Wilmington address, all with cryptic names. Update: The 2009
edition of the Olausson Production List (April 2008) reports that N4557C was reregistered N3796B, April 2007,
(page 107). N3796B has been noted carrying out flight testing of an avionics modification at Mojave Air & Space
Port, Mojave, California in November–December 2008, wearing Tepper titles and colours.

Known officers and directors
From the Florida state government's website.tepperCompanyRecords Note that Tepper's company records prior to 1996
are not available online. Also note that "Jack Owen" was misspelt on filings before 2001 as "Jack Owens".
Name

Director

Vice President President Registered Agent Sec/Treas

Thomas M. Bledsoe 1996–2000
Michael D. Chesser

2005–2006

Scott L. Eder
John M. Herms

1998–2000
1996–1997

Jose L. Hernandez

2006

Jayna L. Hill

2001–2006

Bruce R. Lehfeldt

1996

Jack E. Owen

1996–2006

Bobby L. Owens

1996

1996–2005

2006
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Gracie T. Petty
Dale E. Rice

1997–2006
1996–1998

1996–2004

Charles R. Shanklin 2001–2006

Notes
[1] Company records for Tepper Aviation (http:/ / www. sunbiz. org/ scripts/ cordet. exe?a1=DETFIL& n1=J81428& n2=NAMFWD&
n3=0000& n4=N& r1=& r2=& r3=& r4=TEPPER& r5=), accessed May 16, 2006.
[2] Grey, Stephen, "Ghost Plane: The True Story of the CIA Torture Program", St. Martin's Press, New York, 1st ed., October 2006, Library of
Congress card number 2006048347, ISBN 0-312-36023-1, page 108.
[3] Alan George, "Airline 'carrying CIA guns to Unita'", The Independent (UK), February 18, 1989.
[4] "European rights watchdog probes CIA prisoner flights", ABC News (Australia), November 24, 2005 (http:/ / www. abc. net. au/ news/
newsitems/ 200511/ s1515487. htm)
[5] Company records for Crestview Aerospace Corp (http:/ / www. sunbiz. org/ scripts/ cordet. exe?a1=DETFIL& n1=P31877&
n2=NAMFWD& n3=0001& n4=N& r1=& r2=& r3=& r4=CRESTVIEW& r5=), accessed May 18, 2006.
[6] Uniform Business Report for Crestview Aerospace Corp (http:/ / www. sunbiz. org/ COR/ 2001/ 0213/ 10500660. tif) (TIF image), February
7, 2001
[7] http:/ / www. l-3crestview. com/ events_aquire. htm
[8] Tracking data for N2189M (http:/ / flightaware. com/ live/ flight/ N2189M), flightaware.com. Undated, accessed June 5, 2006. Registration
req'd to view historical data.
[9] Desert Rock, Nevada (http:/ / 72. 14. 221. 104/ search?q=cache:3IUrsSImxhIJ:isiconsulting. us/ DRA. html+ "desert+ rock"+
site:isiconsulting. us& hl=en& ct=clnk& cd=1& ie=UTF-8)", published by aerospace journalist Keith Stein's ISI Consulting website. Now
only available from the Google cache (dated June 11, 2005).
[10] Henry Habegger and Beat Kraushaar, " CIA-Jets: Stelldichein in Camp Atom (http:/ / www. blick. ch/ news/ ausland/ folterfluege/
artikel33394)", Blick (Switzerland), March 8, 2006. Machine translation by Google (http:/ / translate. google. com/ translate?hl=en& sl=de&
u=http:/ / www. blick. ch/ news/ ausland/ folterfluege/ artikel33394& sa=X& oi=translate& resnum=2& ct=result& prev=/
search?q=%22desert+ rock%22+ site:blick. ch& hl=en& lr=& ie=UTF-8& sa=G).
[11] "Angolan CIA Hercules air crash kills Tepper Aviation chief", Flight International, December 13, 1989.
[12] Accident description for N9205T (http:/ / aviation-safety. net/ database/ record. php?id=19891127-1), Aviation Safety Network. Undated,
accessed May 18, 2006.
[13] Ted Gup, " The Book of Honor : Covert Lives and Classified Deaths at the CIA (http:/ / www. amazon. com/ dp/ 0385495412/ )", pages
326-345 (search within the book) (http:/ / www. amazon. com/ gp/ reader/ 0385495412/ ). ISBN 0-385-49541-2. Gives a detailed account of
the crash of N9205T.
[14] FAA registration database (http:/ / registry. faa. gov/ aircraftinquiry/ NNumSQL. asp?NNumbertxt=2189M)
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Church Committee
The Church Committee is the United States Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Activities, a U.S. Senate committee chaired by Senator Frank Church (D-ID) in 1975. A
precursor to the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, the committee investigated intelligence gathering for
illegality by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) after certain activities
had been revealed by the Watergate affair.

Background
By the early years of the 1970s, the unpopularity of the Vietnam War and the unfolding Watergate scandal brought
the era of minimal oversight to an abrupt halt . The US Congress was determined to rein in the Nixon administration
and to ascertain the extent to which the nation's intelligence agencies had been involved in questionable, if not
outright illegal, activities.
A series of troubling revelations started to appear in the press concerning intelligence activities. First came the
revelations of Christopher Pyle in January 1970 of the U.S. Army's spying on the civilian population[1][2] and Sam
Ervin's Senate investigations that resulted.[3] The dam broke on 22 December 1974, when The New York Times
published a lengthy article by Seymour Hersh detailing operations engaged in by the Central Intelligence Agency
over the years that had been dubbed the "family jewels". Covert action programs involving assassination attempts
against foreign leaders and covert attempts to subvert foreign governments were reported for the first time. In
addition, the article discussed efforts by intelligence agencies to collect information on the political activities of US
citizens.[4]
These revelations convinced many Senators and Representatives that the Congress itself had been too lax, trusting,
and naive in carrying out its oversight responsibilities.

Overview
In 1975 and 1976, the Church Committee published fourteen reports on the formation of U.S. intelligence agencies,
their operations, and the alleged abuses of law and of power that they had committed, together with
recommendations for reform, some of which were put in place.
Among the matters investigated were attempts to assassinate foreign leaders, including Patrice Lumumba of the
Congo, Rafael Trujillo of the Dominican Republic, the Diem brothers of Vietnam, Gen. René Schneider of Chile and
President John F. Kennedy's plan to use the Mafia to kill Fidel Castro of Cuba.
Under recommendations and pressure by this committee, President Gerald Ford issued Executive Order 11905
(ultimately replaced in 1981 by President Reagan's Executive Order 12333) to ban U.S. sanctioned assassinations of
foreign leaders.
Together, the Church Committee's reports have been said to constitute the most extensive review of intelligence
activities ever made available to the public. Much of the contents were classified, but more than 50,000 pages have
since been declassified under the President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992.
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Committee members
Majority (Democratic)

Minority (Republican)

•

Frank F. Church, Chairman, Idaho •

John G. Tower, Vice Chairman, Texas

•

Philip A. Hart, Michigan

•

Howard H. Baker, Jr., Tennessee

•

Walter F. Mondale, Minnesota

•

Barry M. Goldwater, Arizona

•

Walter D. Huddleston, Kentucky

•

Charles McC. Mathias, Jr., Maryland

•

Robert B. Morgan, North Carolina •

•

Gary W. Hart, Colorado

Richard S. Schweiker, Pennsylvania

Opening mail
The Church Committee learned that beginning in the 1950s, the CIA and Federal Bureau of Investigation
intercepted, opened and photographed more than 215,000 pieces of mail by the time the program called
"HTLINGUAL" was shut down in 1973. This program was all done under the "mail covers" program. A mail cover
is when the government records without a warrant or notification all information on the outside of an envelope or
package, including the name of the sender and the recipient. The Church report found that the CIA was zealous about
keeping the US Postal Service from learning that mail was being opened by government agents. CIA agents moved
mail to a private room to open the mail or in some cases opened envelopes at night after stuffing them in briefcases
or coat pockets to deceive postal officials.[5]

The Ford administration and the Church Committee
On May 9th the Church Committee decided to call acting CIA director William Colby. That same day Ford's top
advisers (Henry Kissinger, Donald Rumsfeld, Philip W. Buchen, and John Marsh) drafted a recommendation that
Colby be authorized to brief only rather than testify, and that he would be told to discuss only the general subject,
with details of specific covert actions to be avoided except for realistic hypotheticals. But the Church Committee had
full authority to call a hearing and require Colby's testimony. Ford and his top advisers met with Colby to prepare
him for the hearing.[6] Colby testified, "These last two months have placed American intelligence in danger. The
almost hysterical excitement surrounding any news story mentioning CIA or referring even to a perfectly legitimate
activity of CIA has raised a question whether secret intelligence operations can be conducted by the United
States."[7]
The Ford administration, particularly Rumsfeld, was concerned about the effort by members of the Church
Committee in the Senate and the Pike Committee in the House to curtail the power of U.S. intelligence agencies.
Frontline quoted U.S. diplomat and Nixon assistant Robert Ellsworth, who stated: "They were very specific about
their effort to destroy American intelligence [capabilities]. It was Senator Church who said our intelligence agencies
were 'rogue elephants.' They were supposedly out there assassinating people and playing dirty tricks and so forth...
Well, that just wasn't true." Rumsfeld and Ellsworth prevented the committees from dismantling the CIA and other
intelligence organizations.[8]
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Results of the investigation
The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) and Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISC) were inspired
by the recommendations of the Church Committee.[9] Today, the FISC oversees requests for surveillance warrants of
suspected foreign intelligence agents inside the United States by federal police agencies. Also as a result, Colby was
replaced by George H.W. Bush as CIA director.

Aftermath
Early on, critics such as Bing Crosby and Paul Harvey accused the committee of treasonous activity. The 1975
assassination of Richard Welch, a CIA station chief in Greece, intensified the public backlash against its mission.[10]
The Committee's work has more recently been criticized after the September 11th attacks, for leading to legislation
reducing the ability of the CIA to gather human intelligence.[11][12][13][14] In response to such criticism, the chief
counsel of the committee, Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr., retorted with a book co-authored by Aziz Z. Huq, denouncing
the Bush administration's use of 9/11 to make "monarchist claims" that are "unprecedented on this side of the North
Atlantic".[15]
In September 2006, the University of Kentucky hosted a forum called "Who's Watching the Spies? Intelligence
Activities and the Rights of Americans," bringing together two Democratic committee members, former Vice
President of the United States Walter F. Mondale and former U.S. Senator Walter "Dee" Huddleston of Kentucky,
and Schwarz to discuss the committee's work, its historical impact, and how it pertains to today's society.[16]

Sections of the Church Committee report
Interim Report: Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders (Index Only, in text form) (364 pages)
Volume 1: Unauthorized Storage of Toxic Agents [17] (249 pages)
Volume 2: Huston Plan [18] (409 pages)
Volume 3: Internal Revenue Service [19] (128 pages)
Volume 4: Mail Opening [20] (264 pages)
Volume 5: The National Security Agency and Fourth Amendment Rights [21] (169 pages)
Volume 6: Federal Bureau of Investigation [22] (1010 pages)
Volume 7: Covert Action [23] (234 pages)
Book I: Foreign and Military Intelligence [24] (659 pages)
Book II: Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans [25] (412 pages)
Book III: Supplementary Detailed Staff Reports on Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans
(989 pages)

[25]

Book IV: Supplementary Detailed Staff Reports on Foreign and Military Intelligence [26] (181 pages)
Book V: The Investigation of the Assassination of President J.F.K.: Performance of the Intelligence Agencies
[27]
(112 pages)
Book VI: Supplementary Reports on Intelligence Activities [28] (384 pages)
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Books II and III "Church Committee" report
Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence
Activities. United States Senate, 94th Congress, 2nd Session, April 26 (legislative day, April 14), 1976. [AKA
"Church Committee Report"]. Archived on COINTELPRO sources website [29]. Transcription and HTML by Paul
Wolf. Retrieved April 19, 2005.
• Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans, Book II
I. Introduction and Summary [30]
II. The Growth of Domestic Intelligence: 1936 to 1976 [31]
III. Findings [32]
(A) Violating and Ignoring the Law [33]
(B) Overbreadth of Domestic Intelligence Activity [34]
(C) Excessive Use of Intrusive Techniques [35]
(D) Using Covert Action to Disrupt and Discredit Domestic Groups [36]
(E) Political Abuse of Intelligence Information [37]
(F) Inadequate Controls on Dissemination and Retention [38]
(G) Deficiencies in Control and Accountability [39]
IV. Conclusions and Recommendations [40]
• Supplementary Detailed Staff Reports, Book III
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

COINTELPRO: The FBI's Covert Action Programs Against American Citizens [41]
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Case Study [42]
The FBI's Covert Action Program to Destroy the Black Panther Party [43]
The Use of Informants in FBI Intelligence Investigations [44]
Warrantless FBI Electronic Surveillance [45]
Warrantless Surreptitious Entries: FBI "Black Bag" Break-ins And Microphone Installations [46]
The Development of FBI Domestic Intelligence Investigations [47]
Domestic CIA and FBI Mail Opening [48]
CIA Intelligence Collection About Americans: CHAOS Program And The Office of Security [4]
National Security Agency Surveillance Affecting Americans [49]
Improper Surveillance of Private Citizens By The Military [50]
The Internal Revenue Service: An Intelligence Resource and Collector [51]
National Security, Civil Liberties, And The Collection of Intelligence: A Report On The Huston Plan [52]

Further reading
• Johnson, Loch K. (1988). A Season Of Inquiry, Congress And Intelligence. Chicago: Dorsey Press.
ISBN 978-0-256-06320-2.
• Smist, Jr., Frank J. (1990). Congress Oversees the United States Intelligence Community, 1947-1989. Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press. ISBN 978-0-87049-651-6.
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Family Jewels (Central Intelligence Agency)
The Family Jewels is the informal name used to refer to a set of reports that detail activities conducted by the United
States Central Intelligence Agency. Considered illegal or inappropriate, these actions were conducted over the span
of decades, from the 1950s to the mid-1970s.[1] William Colby, who was the CIA director in the mid-1970s and
helped in the compilation of the reports, dubbed them the "skeletons" in the CIA's closet.[1] Most of the documents
were publicly released on June 25, 2007, after more than three decades of secrecy.[2] The non-governmental National
Security Archive had filed a FOIA request fifteen years earlier.[3]

Background
The reports that constitute the CIA's "Family Jewels" were commissioned in 1973 by then CIA director James R.
Schlesinger, in response to press accounts of CIA involvement in the Watergate scandal — in particular, support to
the burglars, E. Howard Hunt and James McCord, both CIA veterans.[1] On May 7, 1973, Schlesinger signed a
directive commanding senior officers to compile a report of current or past CIA actions that may have fallen outside
the agency's charter.[4] The resulting report, which was in the form of a 693-page loose-leaf book of memos, was
passed on to William Colby when he succeeded Schlesinger as Director of Central Intelligence in late 1973.

Leaks and official release
Investigative journalist Seymour Hersh revealed some of the contents of the "Family Jewels" in a front-page New
York Times article in December 1974, in which he reported that:
The Central Intelligence Agency, directly violating its charter, conducted a massive, illegal domestic
intelligence operation during the Nixon Administration against the antiwar movement and other
dissident groups in the United States according to well-placed Government sources.[5]
Additional details of the contents trickled out over the years, but requests by journalists and historians for access to
the documents under the Freedom of Information Act were long denied. Finally, in June 2007, CIA Director Michael
Hayden announced that the documents would be released to the public at an announcement made to the annual
meeting of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations.[1] A six-page summary of the reports was made
available at the National Security Archive (based at George Washington University), with the following
introduction:
The Central Intelligence Agency violated its charter for 25 years until revelations of illegal wiretapping,
domestic surveillance, assassination plots, and human experimentation led to official investigations and
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reforms in the 1970s.[3]
The complete set of documents, with some redactions (including a number of pages in their entirety), was released
on the CIA website on June 25, 2007.[6]

Content
The reports describe numerous activities conducted by the CIA during the 1950s to 1970s that violated its charter.
According to a briefing provided by CIA Director William Colby to the Justice Department on December 31, 1974,
these included 18 issues which were of legal concern:[7]
1. Confinement of a KGB defector, Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, that "might be regarded as a violation of the
kidnapping laws."
2. Wiretapping of two syndicated columnists, Robert Allen and Paul Scott, speculated to have been approved by US
Attorney General Robert Kennedy and Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara (see also Project Mockingbird)[7]
3. Physical surveillance of investigative journalist and muckraker Jack Anderson and his associates, including Les
Whitten of the Washington Post and future Fox News Channel anchor and managing editor Brit Hume. Jack
Anderson had written two articles on CIA-backed assassination attempts on Cuban leader Fidel Castro
4. Physical surveillance of then-Washington Post reporter Michael Getler, who was later an ombudsman for the
Washington Post and PBS
5. Break-in at the home of a former CIA employee
6. Break-in at the office of a former defector
7. Warrantless entry into the apartment of a former CIA employee
8. Opening of mail to and from the Soviet Union from 1953 to 1973 (including letters associated with actress Jane
Fonda) (project SRPOINTER/HTLINGUAL at JFK airport)
9. Opening of mail to and from the People's Republic of China from 1969 to 1972 (project
SRPOINTER/HTLINGUAL at JFK airport - see also Project SHAMROCK by the NSA)
10. Funding of behavior modification research on unwitting US citizens, including unscientific, non-consensual
human experiments.[8] (see also Project MKULTRA concerning LSD experiments)
11. Assassination plots against Cuban President Fidel Castro (authorized by Robert Kennedy);[9] Congolese leader
Patrice Lumumba; President Rafael Trujillo of the Dominican Republic; and René Schneider,
Commander-in-chief of the Chilean Army. All of these plots were said to be unsuccessful ones.[10]
12. Surveillance of dissident groups between 1967 and 1971 (see Project RESISTANCE, Project MERRIMAC and
Operation CHAOS)
13. Surveillance of a particular Latin American female, and of US citizens in Detroit
14. Surveillance of former CIA officer and Agency critic, Victor Marchetti, author of the book, The CIA and the
Cult of Intelligence, published in 1974.
15. Amassing of files on 9,900-plus US citizens related to the antiwar movement (see Project RESISTANCE,
Project MERRIMAC and Operation CHAOS)
16. Polygraph experiments with the sheriff of San Mateo County, California
17. Fake CIA identification documents that might violate state laws
18. Testing of electronic equipment on US telephone circuits
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Others
The documents also include Watergate-related items (p. 350-351) as well as a joint USAID-OPS operation
concerning training foreign police in bomb-making, sabotage, etc. (one quotes Dan Mitrione,[11] responsible for the
Office of Public Safety in Uruguay, and a torture expert who coordinated police forces in South America).
They also highlight equipment support to local police, which could have been considered illegal under the National
Security Act of 1947 (page 6).
The Family Jewels also document the infiltration and surveillance of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
(BNDD), the predecessor to the DEA, on requests of the BNDD's director in order to root out corruption from among
its ranks.
The CIA also surveilled black nationalism in the Caribbean and in the US, producing two memorandums in 1969 and
1970 (p. 188). It focused primarily on Stokely Carmichael's visits to the Caribbean Islands, and concluded that there
was no "evidence of important links between militant blacks in the US and the Caribbean." A copy of these reports
"was inadvertently sent to the FBI."
After FBI director John Edgar Hoover's public statement that "the Black Panthers are supported by terrorist
organizations," the CIA responded in December 1970 that they "found no indication of any relationship between the
fedayeen and the Black Panthers." (p. 283)
Apart from surveilling student activism in the US (in particular the Students for a Democratic Society, SDS), the
CIA also had surveys in 19 countries, from Argentina to Yugoslavia (p. 191).
The CIA requested to the Department of Agriculture (USDA) "the establishment of a two-acre plot of opium poppies
at a USDA research site in Washington, to be used for tests of photo-recognition of opium poppies" (p. 246). The
agency was then investigating into multi-spectral sensors (p. 254 and 257).
Some pages are also dedicated to the Pentagon Papers (p. 288 sq.), leaked in 1971 by Daniel Ellsberg who became
the subject of focused attention.

Reactions to release of documents
Then-President of Cuba, Fidel Castro, who was the target of multiple CIA assassination attempts reported in these
documents, responded to their release on July 1, 2007, saying that the United States was still a "killing machine" and
that the revealing of the documents was an attempt at diversion.[12][13] Some commentators, including David Corn
and Amy Zegart, noted that one key 'jewel' had been redacted and remained classified.[14][15]
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Pentagon Papers
The Pentagon Papers, officially titled United States – Vietnam
Relations, 1945–1967: A Study Prepared by the Department of
Defense, is a United States Department of Defense history of the
United States' political-military involvement in Vietnam from 1945 to
1967. The papers were first brought to the attention of the public on the
front page of The New York Times in 1971.[1] A 1996 article in The
New York Times said that the Pentagon Papers "demonstrated, among
other things, that the Johnson Administration had systematically lied,
not only to the public but also to Congress, about a subject of
transcendent national interest and significance".[2] The report was
declassified and publicly released in June 2011.

Contents
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara created the Vietnam Study
Task Force on June 17, 1967, for the purpose of writing an
"encyclopedic history of the Vietnam War".[3] McNamara claimed that
A CIA map of dissident activities in Indochina
he wanted to leave a written record for historians, to prevent policy
published as part of the Pentagon papers
[4]
errors in future administrations. McNamara neglected to inform
either President Lyndon Johnson or Secretary of State Dean Rusk
about the study.[3] One report claimed that McNamara planned to give the work to his friend Robert F. Kennedy,
who sought the Democratic presidential nomination in 1968.[5][6] McNamara later denied this, although he also
admitted that he should have informed Johnson and Rusk.[6]
Instead of using existing Defense Department historians, McNamara assigned his close aide and Assistant Secretary
of Defense John T. McNaughton to collect the papers.[3] McNaughton died in an air accident one month after work
began in June 1967, but the project continued under the direction of Defense Department official Leslie H. Gelb.[3]
Thirty-six analysts—half of them active-duty military officers, the rest academics and civilian federal
employees—worked on the study.[3] The analysts largely used existing files in the Office of the Secretary of Defense
and conducted no interviews or consultations with the armed forces, with the White House, or with other federal
agencies in order to keep the study secret from others, including National Security Advisor Walt W. Rostow.[5]
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McNamara left the Defense Department in February 1968 and his successor Clark M. Clifford received the finished
study on 15 January 1969, five days before Richard Nixon's inauguration - although Clifford claimed he never read
it. The study comprised 3,000 pages of historical analysis and 4,000 pages of original government documents in 47
volumes, and was classified as "Top Secret - Sensitive". ("Sensitive" is not an official security designation; it meant
that the study's publication would be embarrassing.) The task force published 15 copies; the think-tank RAND Corp
received two of the copies from Gelb, Halperin, and Paul Warnke, with access granted if at least two of the three
approved.[5]

Leak
Daniel Ellsberg knew the leaders of the task force well. He had worked as an aide to McNaughton from 1964 to
1965, had worked on the study for several months in 1967, and in 1969 Gelb and Halperin approved his access to the
work at RAND.[5] Now opposing the war, Ellsberg and his friend Anthony Russo[7] photocopied the study in
October 1969 intending to disclose it. He approached Nixon's National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger, Senators
William Fulbright and George McGovern, and others, but none was interested.[5]
In February 1971 Ellsberg discussed the study with New York Times reporter Neil Sheehan, and gave 43 of the
volumes to him in March. The Times began publishing excerpts on June 13, 1971; the first article in the series was
titled "Vietnam Archive: Pentagon Study Traces Three Decades of Growing US Involvement". The name "Pentagon
Papers" for the study arose during the resulting media publicity.[5][8] Street protests, political controversy and
lawsuits followed.
To ensure the possibility of public debate about the content of the papers, on June 29, US Senator Mike Gravel
entered 4,100 pages of the Papers to the record of his Subcommittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. These
portions of the Papers were subsequently published by Beacon Press, the publishing arm of the Unitarian
Universalist Association of Congregations.[9]
Article I, Section 6 of the United States Constitution provides that "for any Speech or Debate in either House, [a
Senator or Representative] shall not be questioned in any other Place", thus the Senator could not be prosecuted for
anything said on the Senate floor, and, by extension, for anything entered to the Congressional Record, allowing the
Papers to be publicly read without threat of a treason trial and conviction. This was confirmed by the Supreme Court
in the decision Gravel v. United States.
Later, Ellsberg said the documents "demonstrated unconstitutional behavior by a succession of presidents, the
violation of their oath and the violation of the oath of every one of their subordinates".[10] He added that he leaked
the Papers to end what he perceived to be "a wrongful war".[10]

Impact
The Papers revealed that the U.S. had deliberately expanded its war with bombing of Cambodia and Laos, coastal
raids on North Vietnam, and Marine Corps attacks, none of which had been reported by media in the US.[11] The
most damaging revelations in the papers revealed that four administrations, from Truman to Johnson, had misled the
public regarding their intentions. For example, the John F. Kennedy administration had planned to overthrow South
Vietnamese leader Ngo Dinh Diem before his death in a November 1963 coup. President Johnson had decided to
expand the war while promising "we seek no wider war" during his 1964 presidential campaign,[5] including plans to
bomb North Vietnam well before the 1964 Election. President Johnson had been outspoken against doing so during
the election and claimed that his opponent Barry Goldwater was the one that wanted to bomb North Vietnam.[12]
In another example, a memo from the Defense Department under the Johnson Administration listed the reasons for
American persistence:
• 70% - To avoid a humiliating U.S. defeat.
• 20% - To keep [South Vietnam] (and the adjacent) territory from Chinese hands.
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• 10% - To permit the people [of South Vietnam] to enjoy a better, freer way of life.
• ALSO - To emerge from the crisis without unacceptable taint from methods used.
• NOT - To 'help a friend'[5][13]
Another controversy was that President Johnson sent combat troops to Vietnam by July 17, 1965, before pretending
to consult his advisors on July 21–July 27, per the cable stating that "Deputy Secretary of Defense Cyrus Vance
informs McNamara that President had approved 34 Battalion Plan and will try to push through reserve call-up."[14]
In 1988, when that cable was declassified, it revealed "there was a continuing uncertainty as to [Johnson's] final
decision, which would have to await Secretary McNamara's recommendation and the views of Congressional
leaders, particularly the views of Senator [Richard] Russell."[15]
Nixon Solicitor General Erwin N. Griswold later called the Papers an example of "massive overclassification" with
"no trace of a threat to the national security". The Papers' publication had little or no effect on the ongoing war
because they dealt with documents written years before publication.[5]
After the release of the Pentagon Papers, Goldwater said:
During the campaign, President Johnson kept reiterating that he would never send American boys to fight in
Vietnam. As I say, he knew at the time that American boys were going to be sent. In fact, I knew about ten
days before the Republican Convention. You see I was being called trigger-happy, warmonger, bomb happy,
and all the time Johnson was saying, he would never send American boys, I knew damn well he would.[16]
Senator Birch Bayh, who thought the publishing of the Pentagon Papers was justified, said:
The existence of these documents, and the fact that they said one thing and the people were led to believe
something else, is a reason we have a credibility gap today, the reason people don't believe the government.
This is the same thing that's been going on over the last two-and-a-half years of this administration. There is a
difference between what the President says and what the government actually does, and I have confidence that
they are going to make the right decision, if they have all the facts.[16]

Legal case
Prior to publication, The New York Times sought legal advice. The paper's regular outside counsel, Lord Day &
Lord, advised against publication,[5] but house counsel James Goodale prevailed with his argument that the press had
a First Amendment right to publish information significant to the people's understanding of their government's
policy.
President Nixon's first reaction to the publication was that since the study embarrassed the Johnson and Kennedy
administrations, not his, he should do nothing. However, Kissinger convinced the president that not opposing
publication set a negative precedent for future secrets.[5] The administration argued Ellsberg and Russo were guilty
of a felony under the Espionage Act of 1917, because they had no authority to publish classified documents.[17] After
failing to persuade the Times to voluntarily cease publication on June 14,[5] Attorney General John N. Mitchell and
Nixon obtained a federal court injunction forcing the Times to cease publication after three articles.[5] Times
publisher Arthur Ochs Sulzberger said:
Newspapers, as our editorial said this morning, we're really a part of history that should have been made
available, considerably longer ago. I just didn't feel there was any breach of national security, in the sense that
we were giving secrets to the enemy.[18]
The newspaper appealed the injunction, and the case New York Times Co. v. United States (403 U.S. 713) quickly
rose through the U.S. legal system to the Supreme Court.[19]
On June 18, 1971, The Washington Post began publishing its own series of articles based upon the Pentagon
Papers;[5] Ellsberg gave portions to editor Ben Bradlee. That day, Assistant U.S. Attorney General William
Rehnquist asked the Post to cease publication. After the paper refused, Rehnquist sought an injunction in U.S.
district court. Judge Murray Gurfein declined to issue such an injunction, writing that "[t]he security of the Nation is
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not at the ramparts alone. Security also lies in the value of our free institutions. A cantankerous press, an obstinate
press, an ubiquitous press must be suffered by those in authority in order to preserve the even greater values of
freedom of expression and the right of the people to know.".[20] The government appealed that decision, and on June
26 the Supreme Court agreed to hear it jointly with the New York Times case.[19] Fifteen other newspapers received
copies of the study and began publishing it.[5]
On June 30, 1971, the Supreme Court decided, 6–3, that the government failed to meet the heavy burden of proof
required for prior restraint injunction. The nine justices wrote nine opinions disagreeing on significant, substantive
matters.
Only a free and unrestrained press can effectively expose deception in government. And paramount among the
responsibilities of a free press is the duty to prevent any part of the government from deceiving the people and
sending them off to distant lands to die of foreign fevers and foreign shot and shell.
—Justice Black[21]
Thomas Tedford and Dale Herbeck summarize the reaction of editors and journalists at the time:
As the press rooms of the Times and the Post began to hum to the lifting of the censorship order, the journalists
of America pondered with grave concern the fact that for fifteen days the 'free press' of the nation had been
prevented from publishing an important document and for their troubles had been given an inconclusive and
uninspiring 'burden-of-proof' decision by a sharply divided Supreme Court. There was relief, but no great
rejoicing, in the editorial offices of America's publishers and broadcasters.
—Tedford and Herbeck, pp. 225–226.[22]
Ellsberg surrendered to authorities in Boston and admitted that he had given the papers to the press. He was later
indicted on charges of stealing and holding secret documents by a grand jury in Los Angeles.[12] Federal District
Judge William Matthew Byrne, Jr. declared a mistrial and dismissed all charges against Ellsberg [and Russo] on May
11, 1973, after several irregularities appeared in the government's case, including its claim that it had lost records of
illegal wiretapping against Ellsberg conducted by the White House Plumbers in the contemporaneous Watergate
scandal.[5] Byrne ruled: "The totality of the circumstances of this case which I have only briefly sketched offend a
sense of justice. The bizarre events have incurably infected the prosecution of this case."
I felt that as an American citizen, as a responsible citizen, I could no longer cooperate in concealing this
information from the American public. I did this clearly at my own jeopardy and I am prepared to answer to all
the consequences of this decision.
— Ellsberg on why he released the Pentagon Papers to the press.[12]
Times v. United States is generally considered a victory for an extensive reading of the First Amendment, but as the
Supreme Court ruled on whether the government had made a successful case for prior restraint, its decision did not
void the Espionage Act or give the press unlimited freedom to publish classified documents. Ellsberg and Russo
were not acquitted of violating the Espionage Act; they were freed due to a mistrial from irregularities in the
government's case.[5]
In March 1972, political scientist Samuel L. Popkin, then assistant professor of Government at the University of
California, San Diego, was jailed for a week for his refusal to answer questions before a grand jury investigating the
Pentagon Papers case, during a hearing before the Boston Federal District Court.[23] The Faculty Council later
passed a resolution condemning the government's interrogation of scholars on the grounds that "an unlimited right of
grand juries to ask any question and to expose a witness to citations for contempt could easily threaten scholarly
research."[23]
Gelb estimated that the Times only published about 5% of the study's 7,000 pages. The Beacon Press edition was
also incomplete. Halperin, who had originally classified the study as secret, obtained most of the unpublished
portions under the Freedom of Information Act and the University of Texas published them in 1983. The National
Security Archive published the remaining portions in 2002. The study remained formally classified, however,[5] until
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2011.

Full release
On 4 May 2011 the National Archives and Records Administration announced that the Papers would be declassified
and released to the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum in Yorba Linda, California on 13 June
2011.[24][25] The release date included the Nixon, Kennedy, and LBJ Libraries, and the Archives office in College
Park, Maryland.[26]
The full release was coordinated by the Archives's National Declassification Center as a special project to mark the
anniversary of the report.[27]
The NDC worked with the agencies having classification control over the material to prevent the redaction of the last
11 words of the Papers that would not have been made available.[27] It is unknown which 11 words were at issue.[28]
The Archives released each volume of the Papers as a separate PDF file,[27] available on their website.[29]

Films
The Pentagon Papers (2003) is a historical film directed by Rod Holcomb about the Pentagon Papers and Daniel
Ellsberg's involvement in their publication. The film represents Ellsberg's life, beginning with his work for RAND
Corp., and ending with the day on which his espionage trial was declared a mistrial by a federal court judge.
The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers (2009) is a documentary film
directed by Judith Ehrlich and Rick Goldsmith. The film follows Daniel Ellsberg and explores the events leading up
to the publication of the Pentagon Papers.
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Operation Gladio
Operation Gladio (Italian: Operazione Gladio) is the codename for a clandestine NATO "stay-behind" operation in
Europe during the Cold War. Its purpose was to continue anti-communist actions in the event of a Soviet invasion
and conquest. Although Gladio specifically refers to the Italian branch of the NATO stay-behind organizations,
"Operation Gladio" is used as an informal name for all stay-behind organizations, sometimes called "Super NATO".
The name Gladio is the Italian form of gladius, a type of Roman shortsword.[1]
Operating in many NATO and even some neutral countries,[2] Gladio was part of a series of national operations first
coordinated by the Clandestine Committee of the Western Union (CCWU), founded in 1948. After the creation of
NATO in 1949, the CCWU was integrated into the Clandestine Planning Committee (CPC), founded in 1951 and
overseen by SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers, Europe), transferred to Belgium after France’s official
withdrawal from NATO's Military Committee in 1966 – which was not followed by the dissolution of the French
stay-behind paramilitary movements.
The role of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in sponsoring Gladio and the extent of its activities during the
Cold War era, and its relationship to right-wing terrorist attacks perpetrated in Italy during the "Years of Lead" (late
1960s to early 1980s) and other similar clandestine operations is the subject of ongoing debate and investigation but
never proved. Switzerland and Belgium have had parliamentary inquiries into the matter.[3]

Origins
The origin of Gladio can be traced to the so-called "secret anti-Communist NATO protocols", which were allegedly
protocols committing the secret services of NATO member states to work to prevent communist parties from coming
to power in Western Europe. According to the Italian researcher Mario Coglitore, the protocols required member
states to guarantee alignment with the Western block "by any means". According to US journalist Arthur Rowse, a
secret clause exists in the North Atlantic Treaty requiring candidate countries, before joining NATO, to establish
clandestine citizen cadres standing ready to eliminate communist cells during any national emergency. These
clandestine cadres were to be controlled by the country's respective security services.[4]

General stay-behind structure
After World War II, the UK and the US decided to create "stay-behind" paramilitary organizations, with the official
aim of countering a possible Soviet invasion through sabotage and guerrilla warfare behind enemy lines. Arms
caches were hidden, escape routes prepared, and loyal members recruited: i.e., mainly hardline anticommunists,
including many ex-Nazis or former fascists, whether in Italy or in other European countries. In Germany, for
example, Gladio had as a central focus the Gehlen Org – also involved in ODESSA "ratlines" – named after
Reinhard Gehlen who would become West Germany's first head of intelligence. Its clandestine "cells" were to stay
behind (hence the name) in enemy controlled territory and to act as resistance movements, conducting sabotage,
guerrilla warfare and assassinations.
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However, Italian Gladio was more far reaching. A briefing minute of June 1, 1959, reveals that Gladio, 'in case of
Soviet military invasion' of the country, considered a concrete possibility at the time, had to organize resistance by
'internal subversion' rather than by trying to make plans for open warfare. It was to play 'a determining role... not
only on the general policy level of warfare, but also in the politics of emergency'. In the 1970s, Italy experienced a
period of communist revolutionary activity with the country continuously blocked by political motivated strike,
violent mass demonstrations aimed at subverting the democratically elected Institutions, with communist Red
Brigades terrorism and murders and most effectively through mainstream media strategic infiltration by dedicated
extreme left wing activists. The electoral support for the Italian Communist Party and other leftists was growing to
more than 1/3 of the italian popular vote so that the establishment of a communist regime in Italy seeemed possible
even without a Soviet invasion, as it had been the case in Eastern Europe. The revolutionary elites and avantguards
feared only a right-wing reaction, which never really materialized. Fearing such supposed menace, the
institutionalized revolutionary forces of the Italian Communist Party turned to demonize any possible reaction: they
started referencing to all terrorist deeds, even those clearly originated by the extreme left wing, as part of the
'Strategy of Tension' ... with Gladio eager to be involved."[5]
CIA director Allen Dulles was one of the key people in instituting Operation Gladio, and most of Gladio’s operations
were financed by the CIA. The anti-communist networks, which were present in all of Europe, including in neutral
countries like Sweden and Switzerland, were partly funded by the CIA.[6] Some went as far as claiming that
Christian Democrat (Democrazia Cristiana) leader Aldo Moro, a had been the "founder of (Italian) Gladio", a
completely unsupported allegation.[7] His murder by the Red Brigades in 1978 put an end to the “historic
compromise” (sharing of power) making a formal alliance between the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and the
Christian Democrats (DC) politically non feasible. Thus the propaganda tactic of describing all the extreme left-wing
terrorist activity as a rogue strategy of tension meant at preventing the parliamentary access to power by the Italian
Communist Party was not needed any longer.
Operating in all of NATO and even in some neutral countries such as Spain before its 1982 admission to NATO,
Gladio was first coordinated by the Clandestine Committee of the Western Union (CCWU), founded in 1948. After
the creation of NATO in 1949, the CCWU was integrated into the "Clandestine Planning Committee" (CPC),
founded in 1951 and overseen by the SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe), transferred to Belgium
after France’s official retreat from NATO – which was not followed by the dissolution of the French stay-behind
paramilitary movements.
Daniele Ganser alleges that:[4]
Next to the CPC, a second secret army command center, labeled Allied Clandestine Committee (ACC),
was set up in 1957 on the orders of NATO's Supreme Allied Commander in Europe (SACEUR). This
military structure provided for significant US leverage over the secret stay-behind networks in Western
Europe as the SACEUR, throughout NATO's history, has traditionally been a US General who reports to
the Pentagon in Washington and is based in NATO's Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE) in Mons, Belgium. The ACC's duties included elaborating on the directives of the network,
developing its clandestine capability, and organizing bases in Britain and the United States. In wartime,
it was to plan stay-behind operations in conjunction with SHAPE. According to former CIA director
William Colby, it was 'a major program'.
Coordinated by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), {the secret armies} were run by the
European military secret services in close cooperation with the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
and the British foreign secret service Secret Intelligence Service (SIS, also MI6). Trained together with
US Green Berets and British Special Air Service (SAS), these clandestine NATO soldiers, armed with
underground arms-caches, prepared against a potential Soviet invasion and occupation of Western
Europe, as well as the coming to power of communist parties. The clandestine international network
covered the European NATO membership, including Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece,
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Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, and Turkey, as well as the neutral European
countries of Austria, Finland, Sweden and Switzerland.
The Central Intelligence Agency's response to the series of accusations made by Mr. Ganser in his book regarding
the CIA's involvement in Operation Gladio, deals with the fact that neither Ganser nor anyone else have solid
evidence supporting their accusations. At one point in his book, Mr. Ganser even talks about the CIA's covert action
policies as being "terrorist in nature" and then accuses the CIA of using their "networks for political terrorism". After
being attacked by Ganser, the CIA has responded to these unfounded attacks by demonstrating that Daniele Ganser's
sourcing is "largely secondary" and that Ganser himself has complained about "not being able to find any official
sources to support his charges of the CIA’s or any Western European government’s involvement with Gladio".[8]
The existence of these clandestine NATO armies remained a closely guarded secret throughout the Cold War until
1990, when the first branch of the international network was discovered in Italy. It was code-named Gladio, the
Italian word for a short double-edged sword [gladius]. While the press said that the NATO secret armies were 'the
best-kept, and most damaging, political-military secret since World War II', the Italian government, amidst sharp
public criticism, promised to close down the secret army. Italy insisted identical clandestine armies had also existed
in all other countries of Western Europe. This allegation proved correct and subsequent research found that in
Belgium, the secret NATO army was code-named SDRA8, in Denmark Absalon, in Germany TD BJD, in Greece
LOK, in Luxemburg Stay-Behind, in the Netherlands I&O, in Norway ROC, in Portugal Aginter, in Switzerland
P26, in Turkey Ozel Harp Dairesi, In Sweden AGAG (Aktions Gruppen Arla Gryning), and in Austria OWSGV.
However, the code names of the secret armies in France, Finland and Spain remain unknown.
Upon learning of the discovery, the parliament of the European Union (EU) drafted a resolution sharply criticizing
the fact (...) Yet only Italy, Belgium and Switzerland carried out parliamentary investigations, while the
administration of President George H. W. Bush refused to comment, being in the midst of preparations for war
against Saddam Hussein in the Persian Gulf, and fearing potential damages to the military alliance.
If Gladio was effectively "the best-kept, and most damaging, political-military secret since World War II",[9] it must
be underlined, however, that on several occasions, arms caches were discovered and stay-behind paramilitary
organizations officially dissolved – only to be created again. But it was not until the 1990s that the full international
scope of the program was disclosed to public knowledge. Giulio Andreotti, the main character of Italy’s post-World
War II political life, was described by Aldo Moro to his captors as "too close to NATO", Moro thus advising them to
be wary. Indeed, before Andreotti’s 1990 acknowledgement of Gladio’s existence, he had "unequivocally" denied it
in 1974, and then in 1978 to judges investigating the 1969 Piazza Fontana bombing. And even in 1990, "Testimonies
collected by the two men (judges Felice Casson and Carlo Mastelloni investigating the 1972 Peteano fascist car
bomb) and by the Commission on Terrorism on Rome, and inquiries by The Guardian, indicate that Gladio was
involved in activities which do not square with Andreotti's account. Links between Gladio, Italian secret services
bosses and the notorious P2 Masonic lodge are manifold (...) In the year that Andreotti denied Gladio’s existence, the
P2 treasurer, General Siro Rosetti, gave a generous account of 'a secret security structure made up of civilians,
parallel to the armed forces' There are also overlaps between senior Gladio personnel and the committee of military
men, Rosa dei Venti (Wind Rose), which tried to stage a coup in 1970.”[5]

European Parliament resolution concerning Gladio
On November 22, 1990, the European Parliament passed a resolution condemning Gladio, requesting full
investigations – which have yet to be done – and total dismantlement of these paramilitary structures. In 2005, the
first academic examination of Gladio was published by Swiss historian Daniele Ganser. Mr. Ganser, as of 2010, is a
Senior Researcher at the Center for Security Studies at the Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Switzerland.
His book, NATO's Secret Armies: Operation Gladio and Terrorism in Western Europe, is a documented study of
how Gladio operated.

221

Operation Gladio
British journalist Philip Willan, who, by 2010, was writing for the UK Guardian and Observer newspapers,
described in the book, Puppetmasters: The Political Use of Terrorism in Italy, how the US intelligence services used
their relationship with the P2 Masonic lodge to prop up Christian Democrat governments, undermining the growing
political influence of the Italian Communist Party.
The 1990 European resolution condemned "the existence for 40 years of a clandestine parallel intelligence" as well
as "armed operations organization in several Member States of the Community", which "escaped all democratic
controls and has been run by the secret services of the states concerned in collaboration with NATO." Denouncing
the "danger that such clandestine network may have interfered illegally in the internal political affairs of Member
States or may still do so," especially before the fact that "in certain Member States military secret services (or
uncontrolled branches thereof) were involved in serious cases of terrorism and crime," the Parliament demanded a "a
full investigation into the nature, structure, aims and all other aspects of these clandestine organizations or any
splinter groups, their use for illegal interference in the internal political affairs of the countries concerned, the
problem of terrorism in Europe and the possible collusion of the secret services of Member States or third countries."
Furthermore, the resolution protested "vigorously at the assumption by certain US military personnel at SHAPE and
in NATO of the right to encourage the establishment in Europe of a clandestine intelligence and operation network,"
asking "the Member States to dismantle all clandestine military and paramilitary networks" and to "draw up a
complete list of organizations active in this field, and at the same time to monitor their links with the respective state
intelligence services and their links, if any, with terrorist action groups and/or other illegal practices." Finally, the
Parliament called "on its competent committee to consider holding a hearing in order to clarify the role and impact of
the 'Gladio' organization and any similar bodies," and instructed "its President to forward this resolution to the
Commission, the Council, the Secretary-General of NATO, the governments of the Member States and the United
States Government."

Allegations
The first academic examination of Gladio was published in 2005 by Swiss historian Daniele Ganser. Mr. Ganser is
currently a Senior Researcher at the Center for Security Studies at the Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich,
Switzerland. His book, NATO's Secret Armies: Operation Gladio and Terrorism in Western Europe, Gladio has been
accused of trying to influence policies through the means of "false flag" operations: a 2000 Italian Parliamentary
Commission report from the Olive Tree left-wing coalition concluded that the strategy of tension used by Gladio had
been supported by the United States to "stop the PCI (Italian Communist Party), and to a certain degree also the PSI
(Italian Socialist Party), from reaching executive power in the country".[10][11][12]
Propaganda Due (also known as P2), a quasi-freemasonic organization, whose existence was discovered in 1981,
was said closely linked to Gladio.
P2 was outlawed and disbanded in 1981, in the wake of the Banco Ambrosiano scandal, which was linked to the
Mafia and to the Vatican Bank. Its Grand Master, Licio Gelli, was involved in most of Italy’s scandals in the last
three decades of the 20th century: Banco Ambrosiano’s crash; Tangentopoli, which gave rise to the Mani pulite
("Clean hands") anticorruption operation in the 1990s; the kidnapping and the murder of Aldo Moro in 1978 – the
head of the secret services at the time, accused of negligence, was a piduista (P2 member). Licio Gelli has often said
he was a friend of Argentine President Juan Perón. In any case, some important figures of his circle were discovered
to be piduista, such as José López Rega, founder of the infamous anticommunist organization Triple A and
provisional president Raúl Alberto Lastiri. Some members of later Jorge Videla’s dictatorship were part of the P2 as
well, such as Admiral Emilio Massera and General Guillermo Suárez Mason. The Vatican Bank was also accused of
funneling covert US funds for the Solidarnosc trade union movement in Poland and the Contras in Nicaragua.[13]
Furthermore, Gladio has been linked to other events, such as Operation Condor[14] and the 1969 killing of
anticolonialist/independentist Mozambican leader Eduardo Mondlane by Aginter Press, the Portuguese
"stay-behind" secret army, headed by Yves Guérin-Sérac – the allegation on Mondlane's death is disputed, with
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several sources stating that FRELIMO guerrilla leader Eduardo Mondlane was killed in a struggle for power within
FRELIMO. In 1995, Attorney General Giovanni Salvi accused the Italian secret services of having manipulated
proofs of the Chilean secret police’s (DINA) involvement in the 1975 terrorist attack on former Chilean
Vice-President Bernardo Leighton in Rome. A similar mode of operation can also be recognized in various Cold
War events, for example between the June 20, 1973 Ezeiza massacre in Buenos Aires (Argentina), the 1976
Montejurra massacre in Spain and the 1977 Taksim Square massacre in Istanbul (Turkey).
After Giulio Andreotti's revelations and the disestablishment of Gladio, the last meeting of the "Allied Clandestine
Committee" (ACC), was held according to the Italian Prime minister on October 23 and 24, 1990. Despite this,
various events have raised concerns about "stay-behind" armies still being in place. In 1996, the Belgian newspaper
Le Soir revealed the existence of a racist plan operated by the military intelligence agencies. In 1999, Switzerland
was suspected of again creating a clandestine paramilitary structure, allegedly to replace the former P26 and P27 (the
Swiss branches of Gladio). Furthermore, in 2005, the Italian press revealed the existence of the Department of
Anti-terrorism Strategic Studies (DSSA), accused of being "another Gladio".

Gladio's strategy of tension and internal subversion operations
NATO's "stay-behind" organizations were never called upon to resist a Soviet invasion, but their structures
continued to exist after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Internal subversion and "false flag" operations were
explicitly considered by the CIA and stay-behind paramilitaries. According to a November 13, 1990 Reuters
cable,[15] "André Moyen – a former member of the Belgian military security service and of the [stay-behind]
network – said Gladio was not just anti-Communist but was for fighting subversion in general. He added that his
predecessor had given Gladio 142 million francs ($4.6 millions) to buy new radio equipment."[16] Ganser alleges that
on various occasions, stay-behind movements became linked to right-wing terrorism, crime and attempted coups
d'état:[4]
"Prudent Precaution or Source of Terror?" the international press pointedly asked when the secret
stay-behind armies of NATO were discovered across Western Europe in late 1990. After more than ten
years of research, the answer is now clear: both. The overview aboves shows that based on the
experiences of World War II, all countries of Western Europe, with the support of NATO, the CIA, and
MI6, had set up stay-behind armies as precaution against a potential Soviet invasion. While the safety
networks and the integrity of the majority of the secret soldiers should not be criticized in hindsight after
the collapse of the Soviet Union, very disturbing questions do arise with respect to reported links to
terrorism.
There exist large differences among the European countries, and each case must be analyzed
individually in further detail. As of now, the evidence suggests the secret armies in the seven countries,
Denmark, Finland, Norway, Luxemburg, Switzerland, Austria, and the Netherlands, focused exclusively
on their stay-behind function and were not linked to terrorism. However, links to terrorism have been
either confirmed or claimed in the nine countries, Italy, Ireland, Turkey, Germany, France, Spain,
Portugal, Belgium, and Sweden, demanding further investigation.
According to Daniele Ganser, only Italy, Belgium and Switzerland carried on parliamentary investigations, while the
prosecution of various "black terrorists" (terrorismo nero, neofascist terrorism) in Italy was difficult.
A 1990 article from The Guardian featured the following quote from judge Libero Mancuso:[17]
On the eve of the 1980 Bologna bombing anniversary, Liberato [sic] Mancuso, the Bologna judge who
had led the investigation and secured the initial convictions [of the Bologna bombers] broke six months
of silence: "It is now understood among those engaged in the matter of democratic rights that we are
isolated, and the objects of a campaign of aggression. This is what has happened to the commission into
the P2, and to the magistrates. The personal risks to us are small in comparison to this offensive of
denigration, which attempts to discredit the quest for truth. In Italy there has functioned for some years
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now a sort of conditioning, a control of our national sovereignty by the P2 – which was literally the
master of the secret services, the army and our most delicate organs of state."
Examples of such alleged terrorist acts include the strategy of tension in Italy, or the Oktoberfest bomb blast of 1980
in Munich. A Gladio official said that "depending on the cases, we would block or encourage far-left or far-right
terrorism".[18][19]

Gladio operations in NATO countries
First discovered in Italy
The Italian NATO stay-behind organization, dubbed "Gladio", was set up under Minister of Defense (from 1953 to
1958) Paolo Taviani's (DC) supervision.[20] However, Gladio's existence came to public knowledge when Prime
Minister Giulio Andreotti revealed it to the Chamber of Deputies on October 24, 1990, although far-right terrorist
Vincenzo Vinciguerra had already revealed its existence during his 1984 trial. According to media analyst Edward S.
Herman, "both the President of Italy, Francesco Cossiga, and Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti, had been involved in
the Gladio organization and coverup..."[21]
Giulio Andreotti's October 24, 1990 revelations
Christian Democrat Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti publicly recognized the existence of Gladio on October 24,
1990. Andreotti spoke of a "structure of information, response and safeguard", with arms caches and reserve officers.
He gave to the Commissione Stragi, the parliamentary commission led by senator Giovanni Pellegrino in charge of
investigations on bombings committed during the Years Of Lead in Italy, a list of 622 civilians who according to
him were part of Gladio. Andreotti also assured that 127 weapons' cache had been dismantled, and pretended that
Gladio had not been involved in any of the bombings committed from the 1960s to the 1980s (further evidence
implicated neofascists linked to Gladio, in particular concerning the 1969 Piazza Fontana bombing, the 1972 Peteano
attack by Vincenzo Vinciguerra, the 1980 Bologna massacre in which SISMI officers were condemned for
investigation diversion, along with Licio Gelli, head of the P2 Masonic lodge, etc.). Andreotti declared that the
Italian military services (predecessors of the SISMI) had joined in 1964 the Allied Clandestine Committee created in
1957 by the US, France, Belgium and Greece, and which was in charge of directing Gladio's operations.[22]
However, Gladio was actually set up under Minister of Defense (from 1953 to 1958) Paolo Taviani's supervision.[20]
Beside, the list of Gladio members given by Andreotti was incomplete. It didn't include, for example, Antonio
Arconte, who described an organization very different from the one brushed by Giulio Andreotti: an organization
closely tied to the SID secret service and the Atlantist strategy.[23][24] According to Andreotti, the stay-behind
organisations set up in all of Europe did not come "under broad NATO supervision until 1959."[25]
2000 Parliamentary report: a "strategy of tension"
In 2000, a Parliament Commission report from the "Gruppo Democratici di Sinistra l'Ulivo" concluded that the
strategy of tension had been supported by the United States to "stop the PCI, and to a certain degree also the PSI,
from reaching executive power in the country". A 2000 Senate report, stated that "Those massacres, those bombs,
those military actions had been organized or promoted or supported by men inside Italian state institutions and, as
has been discovered more recently, by men linked to the structures of United States intelligence." According to The
Guardian, "The report [claimed] that US intelligence agents were informed in advance about several rightwing
terrorist bombings, including the December 1969 Piazza Fontana bombing in Milan and the Piazza della Loggia
bombing in Brescia five years later, but did nothing to alert the Italian authorities or to prevent the attacks from
taking place. It also [alleged] that Pino Rauti [current leader of the MSI Fiamma-Tricolore party], a journalist and
founder of the far-right Ordine Nuovo (new order) subversive organisation, received regular funding from a press
officer at the US embassy in Rome. 'So even before the 'stabilising' plans that Atlantic circles had prepared for Italy
became operational through the bombings, one of the leading members of the subversive right was literally in the
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pay of the American embassy in Rome,' the report says."[26]
General Maletti's testimony concerning alleged CIA involvement
General Gianadelio Maletti, commander of the counter-intelligence section of the Italian military intelligence service
from 1971 to 1975, alleged in March 2001 during the eight trial for the 1969 Piazza Fontana bombings that the CIA
had foreknowledge of the event.[27] According to The Guardian, he said:[28]
...his men had discovered that a rightwing terrorist cell in the Venice region had been supplied with
military explosives from Germany. Those explosives may have been obtained with the help of members
of the US intelligence community, an indication that the Americans had gone beyond the infiltration and
monitoring of extremist groups to instigating acts of violence...
General Maletti told the Italian court that "the CIA, following the directives of its government, wanted to create an
Italian nationalism capable of halting what it saw as a slide to the left and, for this purpose, it may have made use of
rightwing terrorism," and continued on by declaring: "I believe this is what happened in other countries as well."
Gianadelio Maletti also said to the court: "Don't forget that Nixon was in charge and Nixon was a strange man, a
very intelligent politician but a man of rather unorthodox initiatives."
General Maletti himself in the first Piazza Fontana trial received a four year sentence for providing a false passport
to one of the accused bombers, this sentence was overturned in 1985.[29] Maletti received, while in exile, a 15-years
sentence in 2000 for his role in trying to cover up a 1973 bomb attack in Milan against the Interior minister, Mariano
Rumor (DC – 4 killed and 45 injured), but was acquitted on appeals.[30] According to the court, General Maletti
knew in advance of the plan of the attacker, Gianfranco Bertoli, allegedly an anarchist but in reality a right-wing
activist and a "long-standing SID informant" according to The Guardian, but had deliberately failed to inform the
interior minister of it.[28]
Responding to charges made by Maletti in La Repubblica one year earlier, the CIA called the allegation that it was
involved in the attacks in Italy "ludicrous."[31]
A quick chronology of Italy's "strategy of tension"
1964 Piano Solo
In 1964, Gladio was involved in a silent coup d'état when General Giovanni de Lorenzo in the so-called Piano Solo
("Operation Alone") forced the Italian Socialists Ministers to leave the government.[32]
1969 Piazza Fontana bombing
According to Avanguardia Nazionale member Vincenzo Vinciguerra: "The December 1969 explosion was supposed
to be the detonator which would have convinced the politic and military authorities to declare a state of
emergency".[33]
1970 Golpe Borghese
In 1970, the failed coup attempt Golpe Borghese gathered, around fascist Junio Valerio Borghese, international
terrorist Stefano Delle Chiaie and P2 grand master Licio Gelli.
1972 Gladio meeting
According to The Guardian, "General Geraldo Serravalle, a former head of "Office R", told the terrorism
commission that at a crucial Gladio meeting in 1972, at least half of the upper echelons "had the idea of attacking the
communists before an invasion. They were preparing for civil war." Later, he put it more bluntly: "They were saying
this: "Why wait for the invaders when we can make a preemptive attack now on the communists who would support
the invader? The idea is now emerging of a Gladio web made up of semi-autonomous cadres which – although
answerable to their secret service masters and ultimately to the NATO-CIA command – could initiate what they
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regarded as anti-communist operations by themselves, needing only sanction and funds from the existing 'official'
Gladio column (...) General Nino Lugarese, head of SISMI from 1981 to 1984 testified on the existence of a 'Super
Gladio' of 800 men responsible for 'internal intervention' against domestic political targets."[5]
May 31, 1972 Peteano massacre
Magistrate Felice Casson discovered that "the explosives used in the attack came from one of 139 secret weapons
depots of a secret army organized under the code name Operation Gladio".[21] Neofascist Vincenzo Vinciguerra
confessed in 1984 to judge Felice Casson of having carried out the Peteano terrorist attack, in which three policemen
died, and for which the Red Brigades (BR) had been blamed before. Vinciguerra explained during his trial how he
had been helped by Italian secret services to escape the police and to fly away to Francoist Spain. However, he was
abandoned by NATO as soon as he started talking about Gladio, declaring for example during his 1984 trial:
with the massacre of Peteano and with all those that have followed, the knowledge should now be clear that
there existed a real live structure, occult and hidden, with the capacity of giving a strategic direction to the
outrages. [This structure] lies within the states itself. There exists in Italy a secret force parallel to the armed
forces, composed of civilians and military men, in an anti-Soviet capacity, that is, to organise a resistance on
Italian soil against a Russian army... A super-organization which, lacking a Soviet military invasion which
might not happen, took up the task, on NATO's behalf, of preventing a slip to the left in the political balance of
the country. This they did, with the assistance of the official secret services and the political and military
forces..." He then said to The Guardian, in 1990: "I say that every single outrage that followed from 1969
fitted into a single, organised matrix... Avanguardia Nazionale, like Ordine Nuovo (the main right-wing
terrorist group active during the 1970s), were being mobilised into the battle as part of an anti-communist
strategy originating not with organisations deviant from the institutions of power, but from within the state
itself, and specifically from within the ambit of the state's relations within the Atlantic Alliance."[4][5]
November 23, 1973 Bombing of the plane Argo 16
General Geraldo Serravalle, head of Gladio from 1971 to 1974, told a television programme that he now thought the
explosion aboard the plane Argo 16 on 23 November 1973 was probably the work of gladiatori who were refusing to
hand over their clandestine arms. Until then it was widely believed the sabotage was carried out by Mossad, the
Israeli foreign service, in retaliation for the pro-Libyan Italian government’s decision to expel, rather than try, five
Arabs who had tried to blow up an Israeli airliner. The Arabs had been spirited out of the country on board the Argo
16.[34]
1974 Piazza della Loggia bombing, Italicus Express massacre, and arrest of Vito Miceli, chief of the Army
intelligence service and member of P2, on charges of "conspiracy against the state"
In 1974, a massacre committed by Ordine Nuovo, during an anti-fascist demonstration in Brescia, kills eight and
injures 102. The same year, a bomb in the Rome to Munich train "Italicus Express" kills 12 and injures 48. Also in
1974, Vito Miceli, P2 member, chief of the SIOS (Servizio Informazioni), Army Intelligence's Service from 1969
and SID's head from 1970 to 1974, got arrested on charges of "conspiration against the state" concerning
investigations about Rosa dei venti, a state-infiltrated group involved in terrorist acts. During his trial, he revealed
the existence of the NATO stay-behind secret army.
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1977 Reorganization of Italian secret services following Vito Miceli's arrest
In 1977, the secret services were thus reorganized in a democratic attempt. With law #801 of 24/10/1977, SID was
divided into SISMI (Servizio per le Informazioni e la Sicurezza Militare), SISDE (Servizio per le Informazioni e la
Sicurezza Democratica) and CESIS (Comitato Esecutivo per i Servizi di Informazione e Sicurezza). The CESIS was
given a coordination role, led by the President of Council.
1978 Murder of Aldo Moro
Prime minister Aldo Moro was murdered in May 1978 by the Second Red Brigades (BR), headed by Mario Moretti,
in obscure circumstances. The head of the Italian secret services, accused of negligence, was a P2 member. The
so-called "historic compromise" between the Christian Democrats and the PCI was abandoned:[35] The Italian
Government led by Prime Minister Francesco Cossiga (a member of the extreme right faction of Italy's Christian
Democrat party, a pro-NATO atlantist was also suspected of involvement in the killing of Aldo Moro).
As the conspiracy theorists would have it, Mr. Moro was allowed to be killed either with the acquiescence of
people high in Italy’s political establishment, or at their instigation, because of the historic compromise he had
made with the Communist Party.
During his captivity, Aldo Moro wrote several letters to various political figures, including Giulio Andreotti.
In October 1990, "a cache of previously unknown letters written by the former Prime Minister, Aldo Moro,
just prior to his execution by Red Brigade terrorists in 1978... was discovered in a Milan apartment which had
once been used as a Red Brigade hideout. One of those letters made reference to the involvement of both
NATO and the CIA in an Italian-based secret service, 'parallel' army."[36] "This safe house had been
thoroughly searched at the time by Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa, the head of counter-terrorism. How is it that
the papers had not been revealed before?" asked The Independent[35] Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa was
murdered in 1982 (see below).
In May 1978, investigative journalist Mino Pecorelli thought that Aldo Moro's kidnapping had been organised by a
"lucid superpower" and was inspired by the "logic of Yalta". He painted the figure of General Carlo Alberto Dalla
Chiesa as "general Amen," explaining that it was him that, during Aldo Moro's kidnap, had informed Interior
Minister Francesco Cossiga of the localization of the cave where Moro was detained. In 1978, Pecorelli wrote that
Dalla Chiesa was in danger and would be assassinated (Dalla Chiesa was murdered four years later). After Aldo
Moro's assassination, Mino Pecorelli published some confidential documents, mainly Moro's letters to his family. In
a cryptic article published in May 1978, wrote The Guardian in May 2003, Pecorelli drew a connection between
Gladio, NATO's stay-behind anti-communist organisation (which existence was publicly acknowledged by Prime
Minister Giulio Andreotti in October 1990) and Moro's death. During his interrogation, Aldo Moro had referred to
"NATO's anti-guerrilla activities."[37] Mino Pecorelli, who was on Licio Gelli's list of P2 members discovered in
1980, was assassinated on March 20, 1979. The ammunitions used, a very rare type, where the same as discovered in
the Banda della Magliana 's weapons stock hidden in the Health Minister's basement. Pecorelli's assassination has
been thought to be directly related to Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti, who was condemned to 20 years of prison for
it in 2002 before having the sentence cancelled by the Supreme Court of Cassation in 2003.
1980 Bologna massacre
"The makings of the bomb... came from an arsenal used by Gladio... according to a parliamentary commission on
terrorism... The suggested link with the Bologna massacre is potentially the most serious of all the accusations
levelled against Gladio, and comes just two days after the Italian Prime Minister, Giulio Andreotti, cleared Gladio's
name in a speech to parliament, saying that the secret army did not drift from its formal Nato military brief."[38] In
November 1995, Neo-Fascists terrorists Valerio Fioravanti and Francesca Mambro, members of the Nuclei Armati
Revoluzionari (NAR), were convicted to life imprisonment as executors of the 1980 Bologna massacre. The NAR
neofascist group worked in cooperation with the Banda della Magliana, a Mafia-linked gang which took over
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Rome's underground in the 1970s and was involved in various political events of the strategy of tension, including
the Aldo Moro case, the 1979 assassination of Mino Pecorelli, a journalist who published articles alleging links
between Prime minister Giulio Andreotti and the mafia, as well as the assassination of "God's Banker" Roberto Calvi
in 1982. The investigations concerning the Bologna bombing proved Gladio's direct influence: Licio Gelli, P2's
headmaster, received a sentence for investigation diversion, as well as Francesco Pazienza and SISMI officers Pietro
Musumeci and Giuseppe Belmonte. Avanguardia Nazionale founder Stefano Delle Chiaie, who was involved in the
Golpe Borghese in 1970, was also accused of involvement in the Bologna massacre[19][39]
1982 murder of General Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa, head of counter-terrorism
General Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa's 1982 murder, in Palermo, by Pino Greco, one of the Mafia Godfather Salvatore
Riina's (aka Toto Riina) favorite hitmen, is allegedly part of the strategy of tension. Alberto Dalla Chiesa had
arrested Red Brigades founders Renato Curcio and Alberto Franceschini in September, 1974, and was later charged
of investigation concerning Aldo Moro. He had also found Aldo Moro's letters concerning Gladio.
October 24, 1990 Giulio Andreotti’s acknowledgement of Operazione Gladio
After the discovery by judge Felice Casson of documents on Gladio in the archives of the Italian military secret
service in Rome, Giulio Andreotti, head of Italian government, revealed to the Chamber of deputies the existence of
"Operazione Gladio" on October 24, 1990, insisting that Italy has not been the only country with secret
"stay-behind" armies. He made clear that "each chief of government had been informed of the existence of Gladio".
Former Socialist Prime Minister Bettino Craxi said that he had not been informed until he was confronted with a
document on Gladio signed by himself while he was Prime Minister. Former Prime Minister Giovanni Spadolini
(Republican Party), at the time President of the Senate, and former Prime Minister Arnaldo Forlani, at the time
secretary of the ruling Christian Democratic Party claimed they remembered nothing. Spadolini stressed that there
was a difference between what he knew as former Defence Secretary and what he knew as former Prime Minister.
Only former Prime Minister Francesco Cossiga (DC) confirmed Andreotti's revelations, explaining that he was even
"proud and happy" for his part in setting up Gladio as junior Defence Minister of the Christian Democratic Party.
This lit up a political storm, requests were made for Cossiga's (Italian President since 1985) resignation or
impeachment for high treason. He refused to testify to the investigating Senate committee. Cossiga narrowly escaped
his impeachment by stepping down on April 1992, three months before his term expired.[40]
1998 David Carrett, officer of the U.S. Navy
David Carrett, officer of the U.S. Navy, was indicted by magistrate Guido Salvini on charge of political and military
espionage and his participation to the 1969 Piazza Fontana bombing, among other events. Judge Guido Salvini also
opened up a case against Sergio Minetto, Italian official for the US-NATO intelligence network, and pentito Carlo
Digilio. La Repubblica underlined that Carlo Rocchi, CIA's man at Milan, was surprised in 1995 searching for
information concerning Operation Gladio, thus demonstrating that all was not over.[33]
1969 Piazza Fontana bombing, which started Italy's anni di piombo, and the 1974 "Italicus Expressen" train bombing
were also attributed to Gladio operatives. In 1975, Stefano Delle Chiaie met with Pinochet during Franco's funeral in
Madrid, and would participate afterward in operation Condor, preparing for example the attempted murder of
Bernardo Leighton, a Chilean Christian Democrat, or participating in the 1980 'Cocaine Coup' of Luis García Meza
Tejada in Bolivia. In 1989, he was arrested in Caracas, Venezuela and extradited to Italy to stand trial for his role in
the Piazza Fontana bombing. Despite his reputation, Delle Chiaie was acquitted by the Assize Court in Catanzaro in
1989, along with fellow accused Massimiliano Fachini (as yet no convictions have been made for the attack).
According to Avanguardia Nazionale member Vincenzo Vinciguerra: "The December 1969 explosion was supposed
to be the detonator which would have convinced the political and military authorities to declare a state of
emergency."[33]
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The DSSA, another Gladio?
In July 2005, the Italian press revealed the existence of the Department of Anti-terrorism Strategic Studies (DSSA), a
"parallel police" created by Gaetano Saya and Riccardo Sindoca, two leaders of the National Union of the Police
Forces (UNPF), a trade-union present in all the state security forces. Both said they were former members of Gladio.
According to the DSSA website – closed after these revelations – Fabrizio Quattrocchi, murdered in Iraq after being
taken hostage, was there "for the DSSA". According to the Italian investigators, the DSSA was trying to obtain
international and national recognition by intelligence agencies, in order to obtain finances for its parallel activities.
Furthermore, Il Messaggero, quoted by The Independent, declared that, according to judicial sources, wiretaps
suggested DSSA members had been planning to kidnap Cesare Battisti, a former communist activist. "We were
seeing the genesis of something similar to the death squads in Argentina" (the AAA groups) the magistrate is
reported to have said.[41][42][43][44][45]

Belgium
After the 1976 retreat of France from NATO, the SHAPE headquarters were displaced to Mons in Belgium. In 1990,
following France's denial of any "stay-behind" French army, Giulio Andreotti publicly said the last Allied
Clandestine Committee (ACC) meeting, at which the French branch of Gladio was present, had been on October 23
and 24, 1990, under the presidency of Belgian General Van Calster, director of the Belgian military secret service
SGR. In November, Guy Coëme, the Minister of the Defense, acknowledged the existence of a Belgium
"stay-behind" army, lifting concerns about a similar implication in terrorist acts as in Italy. The same year, the
European Parliament sharply condemned NATO and the United States in a resolution for having manipulated
European politics with the stay-behind armies.[32]
New legislation governing intelligence agencies' missions and methods was passed in 1998, following two
government inquiries and the creation of a permanent parliamentary committee in 1991, which was to bring them
under the authority of Belgium's federal agencies. The Commission was created following events in the 1980s,
which included the Brabant massacres and the activities of far right group Westland New Post.[46]

France
In 1947, Interior Minister Edouard Depreux revealed the existence of a secret stay-behind army in France
codenamed "Plan Bleu". The next year, the "Western Union Clandestine Committee" (WUCC) was created to
coordinate secret unorthodox warfare. In 1949, the WUCC was integrated into NATO, whose headquarters were
established in France, under the name "Clandestine Planning Committee" (CPC). In 1958, NATO founded the Allied
Clandestine Committee (ACC) to coordinate secret warfare.
The network was supported with elements from SDECE, and had military support from the 11th Choc regiment. The
former director of DGSE, admiral Pierre Lacoste, alleged in a 1992 interview with The Nation, that certain elements
from the network were involved with terrorist activities against de Gaulle and his Algerian policy. A section of the
11th Choc regiment split over the 1962 Evian peace accords, and became part of the Organisation armée secrète
(OAS), but it is unclear if this also involved members of the French stay-behind network.[47][48]
La Rose des Vents and Arc-en-ciel ("Rainbow") network were part of Gladio. François de Grossouvre was Gladio's
leader for the region around Lyon in France until his alleged suicide on April 7, 1994. Grossouvre would have asked
Constantin Melnik, leader of the French secret services during the Algerian War of Independence (1954–62), to
return to activity. He was living in comfortable exile in the US, where he maintained links with the Rand
Corporation. Constantin Melnik is alleged to have been involved in the creation in 1952 of the Ordre Souverain du
Temple Solaire, an ancestor of the Order of the Solar Temple, created by former A.M.O.R.C. members, in which the
SDECE (French former military intelligence agency) was interested.[49]
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Denmark
The Danish stay-behind army was code-named Absalon, after a Danish archbishop, and led by E.J. Harder. It was
hidden in the military secret service Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste (FE). In 1978, William Colby, former director
of the CIA, released his memoirs in which he described the setting-up of stay-behind armies in Scandinavia:[50]
"The situation in each Scandinavian country was different. Norway and Denmark were NATO allies,
Sweden held to the neutrality that had taken her through two world wars, and Finland were required to
defer in its foreign policy to the Soviet power directly on its borders. Thus, in one set of these countries
the governments themselves would build their own stay-behind nets, counting on activating them from
exile to carry on the struggle. These nets had to be co-ordinated with NATO's plans, their radios had to
be hooked to a future exile location, and the specialised equipment had to be secured from CIA and
secretly cached in snowy hideouts for later use. In other set of countries, CIA would have to do the job
alone or with, at best, "unofficial" local help, since the politics of those governments barred them from
collaborating with NATO, and any exposure would arouse immediate protest from the local Communist
press, Soviet diplomats and loyal Scandinavians who hoped that neutrality or nonalignment would allow
them to slip through a World War III unharmed."
On November 25, 1990, Danish daily newspaper Berlingske Tidende, quoted by Daniele Ganser (2005), confirmed
William Colby's revelations, by a source named "Q":
"Colby's story is absolutely correct. Absalon was created in the early 1950s. Colby was a member of the
world spanning laymen Catholic organisation Opus Dei, which, using a modern term, could be called
right-wing. Opus Dei played a central role in the setting up of Gladio in the whole of Europe and also in
Denmark... The leader of Gladio was Harder who was probably not a Catholic. But there are not many
Catholics in Denmark and the basic elements making up the Danish Gladio were former [WW II]
resistance people – former prisoners of Vestre Fængsel, Frøslevlejren, Neuengamme and also of the
Danish Brigade."

Germany
Reinhard Gehlen, German military intelligence officer on the East front during the war, turned towards the US after
the war, and set up the "Gehlen Organisation", which used many former Nazi party members for intelligence
purposes during the Cold War. But alongside the Gehlen organisation, which became the nucleus of the
Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND, Federal Intelligence Service), West Germany's intelligence agency created in 1956,
US intelligence also set up a German stay-behind network parallel (and juxtaposed) to the Gehlen Org (which also
had a role in the organisation of the ODESSA network, used to exfiltrate Nazi war criminals). CIA documents
released in June 2006 under the 1998 Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act, more than fifteen years after Prime minister
Giulio Andreotti's revelations concerning Gladio, show that the CIA organized "stay-behind" networks of German
agents between 1949 and 1955.[51]
One of these networks supported by the CIA was the Technische Dienst (TD, Technical Service) section within the
Bund Deutscher Jugend (BDJ, Union of German Youth). The anti-communist BDJ was founded in 1950 by ex-Nazis
Erhard Peters and CIA money-contact Paul Lüth. The existence of TD came to light, after a speech in the Hesse
Landtag by PM Georg August Zinn.[52] During the investigations into BDJ, which started in September 1952, a
couple of arms caches were found, including one in the Odenwald region, Hesse.[53] The claim by August Zinn that
the BDJ supposedly was in the possession of a list of Social Democrats and Communists to be liquidated in case of a
Soviet invasion, including leading figures of the opposition Social Democratic Party[54]) was denied by German
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer.[53] The BDJ was outlawed in January 1953.[55][56]
Documents shown to the Italian parliamentary terrorism committee revealed that in the 1970s British and French
officials involved in the network visited a training base in Germany built with US money.[54]
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In 1976, the secret service BND secretary Heidrun Hofer was arrested after having revealed the secrets of the
German stay-behind army to her husband, who was a spy of the KGB.[32]
The 1980 Oktoberfest terror attack
Revelations of a witness in the investigation of the Oktoberfest bomb blast of 1980 in Munich lead to the conclusion
that the explosives might have come from the German Neo-Nazi Heinz Lembke.[57] In 1981, German police by
chance found an arms cache in the Lüneburg Heath, which led to the arrest of Lembke and the discovery of other
arms caches in Lower Saxony. A few days later Lembke hanged himself in his prison cell. Lembke had been
questioned in Oktoberfest investigation, but the public prosecutors found no evidence that he supplied the explosives
for the bombing.[58]
Lembke's arms caches were supposed to be connected to Gladio by a number of researchers and journalists.[4]
CIA's documents released in June 2006
One network included Staff Sergent Heinrich Hoffman and Lieutenant Colonel Hans Rues, and another one,
codenamed Kibitz-15, was run by Lieutenant Colonel Walter Kopp, a former Wehrmacht officer, described by his
own North American handlers as an "unreconstructed Nazi."[59] In an April 1953 CIA memo released in June 2006,
the CIA headquarters wrote: "The present furore in Western Germany over the resurgence of the Nazi or neo-Nazi
groups is a fair example – in miniature – of what we would be faced with." Therefore some of these networks were
dismantled. These documents stated that the ex-Nazis were a complete failure in intelligence terms. According to
Timothy Naftali, a US historian from the University of Virginia who reviewed the CIA documents then released,
"The files show time and again that these people were more trouble than they were worth. The unreconstructed Nazis
were always out for themselves, and they were using the West's lack of information about the Soviet Union to
exploit it."[59] The US NARA Archives themselves stated in a 2002 communique, concerning Reinhard Gehlen's
recruiting of former Nazis, that "Besides the troubling moral issues involved, these recruitments opened the West
German government, and by extension the United States, to penetration by the Soviet intelligence services."[60]
Hans Globke, who had worked for Adolf Eichmann in the Jewish Affairs department and helped draft the 1935
Nuremberg laws, became Chancellor Konrad Adenauer's national security advisor in the 1960s, and "was the main
liaison with the CIA and NATO" according to The Guardian.[59] A March 1958 memo from the German BND
agency to the CIA wrote that Adolf Eichmann is "reported to have lived in Argentina under the alias CLEMENS
since 1952." However, the CIA did not pass the information on to the Israeli MOSSAD, as it feared revelations
concerning its use of former Nazis for intelligence purposes – Eichmann, who was in charge of the Jewish Affairs
department, was abducted by the MOSSAD two years later. Among these information that might have been revealed
by Eichmann were the ones concerning Hans Globke, CIA's liaison in West Germany. At the request of Bonn, the
CIA persuaded Life magazine to delete any reference to Globke from Eichmann's memoirs, which it had bought from
his family.[51]
Norbert Juretzko's 2004 revelations
In 2004 the German spymaster Norbert Juretzko published a book about his work at the BND. He went into details
about recruiting partisans for the German stay-behind network. He was sacked from BND following a secret trial
against him, because the BND could not find out the real name of his Russian source "Rübezahl" whom he had
recruited. A man with the name he put on file was arrested by the KGB following treason in the BND, but was
obviously innocent, his name having been chosen at random from the public phone book by Juretzko.
According to Juretzko, the BND built up its branch of Gladio, but discovered after the fall of the German Democratic
Republic that it was 100% known to the Stasi early on. When the network was dismantled, further odd details
emerged. One fellow "spymaster" had kept the radio equipment in his cellar at home with his wife doing the
engineering test call every 4 months, on the grounds that the equipment was too "valuable" to remain in civilian
hands. Juretzko found out because this spymaster had dismantled his section of the network so quickly, there had
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been no time for measures such as recovering all caches of supplies. Civilians recruited as stay-behind partisans were
equipped with a clandestine shortwave radio with a fixed frequency. It had a keyboard with digital encryption,
making use of traditional Morse code obsolete. They had a cache of further equipment for signalling helicopters or
submarines to drop special agents who were to stay in the partisan's homes while mounting sabotage operations
against the communists.
In a German documentary about the Munich massacre happening at the 1972 Summer Olympics Juretzko further
claims that BND stay-behind forces were activated and on alert shortly after the hostage taking. The German police
had no specially trained counter-terrorist units at hands at that time. The BND agents however, according to
Juretzko, were uniquely skilled and equipped for covert operations, which included sharpshooting and helicopter
insertion. Due to fears of revealing the German stay-behind operation to the public, these vital forces were ultimately
not used to free the Israeli hostages, resulting in the catastrophic outcome of the crisis and subsequent formation of
the GSG 9 counter-terrorism and special operations unit.[61]

Greece
The aim of British Prime minister Winston Churchill was to prevent the communist-led EAM resistance movement
from taking power after the end of World War II. After the suppression of a pro-EAM uprising in April 1944 among
the Greek forces in Egypt, a new and firmly reliable unit was formed, the Third Greek Mountain Brigade, which
excluded "almost all men with views ranging from moderately conservative to left wing."[62] After liberation in
October 1944, EAM controlled most of the country. When it organized a demonstration in Athens on December 3,
1944 , members of rightist and pro-royalist paramilitary organizations, covered by "British troops and police with
machine guns... posited on the rooftops", suddenly shot on the crowd, killing 25 protesters (including a six-year-old
boy) and wounding 148.[63] This marked the outbreak of the Dekemvriana, which would lead to the Greek Civil
War.
When Greece joined NATO in 1952, the country's special forces, the LOK (Lochoi Oreinōn Katadromōn, i.e.
"Mountain Raiding Companies") were integrated into the European stay-behind network. The CIA and LOK
reconfirmed on March 25, 1955 their mutual co-operation in a secret document signed by US General Trascott for
the CIA, and Konstantinos Dovas, chief of staff of the Greek military. In addition to preparing for a Soviet invasion,
the CIA instructed LOK to prevent a leftist coup. Former CIA agent Philip Agee, who was sharply criticized in the
US for having revealed sensitive information, insisted that "paramilitary groups, directed by CIA officers, operated
in the sixties throughout Europe [and he stressed that] perhaps no activity of the CIA could be as clearly linked to the
possibility of internal subversion."[64]
The LOK was involved in the Greek military coup d' État on April 21, 1967,[65] which took place one month before
the scheduled national elections for which opinion polls predicted an overwhelming victory of the centrist Center
Union of George and Andreas Papandreou. Under the command of paratrooper Lieutenant Colonel Costas Aslanides,
the LOK took control of the Greek Defence Ministry while Brigadier General Stylianos Pattakos gained control over
communication centers, the parliament, the royal palace, and according to detailed lists, arrested over 10,000 people.
Phillips Talbot, the US ambassador in Athens, disapproved of the military coup which established the "Regime of the
Colonels" (1967–1974), complaining that it represented "a rape of democracy" – to which Jack Maury, the CIA
chief of station in Athens, answered: "How can you rape a whore?".[66]
Arrested and then exiled in Canada and Sweden, Andreas Papandreou later returned to Greece, where he won the
1981 election for Prime minister, forming the first socialist government of Greece's post-war history. According to
his own testimony, he discovered the existence of the secret NATO army, then codenamed "Red Sheepskin", as
acting prime minister in 1984 and had given orders to dissolve it.[67]
Following Giulio Andreotti's revelations in 1990, the Greek defence minister confirmed that a branch of the network,
known as Operation Sheepskin, operated in his country until 1988.[68] The socialist opposition called for a
parliamentary investigation into the secret army and its alleged link to terrorism and the 1967 coup d'état. Public
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order minister Yannis Vassiliadis declared that there was no need to investigate such "fantasies" as "Sheepskin was
one of 50 NATO plans which foresaw that when a country was occupied by an enemy there should be an organised
resistance. It foresaw arms caches and officers who would form the nucleus of a guerilla war. In other words, it was a
nationally justifiable act."
In December 2005, journalist Kleanthis Grivas published an article in To Proto Thema, a Greek Sunday newspaper,
in which he accused "Sheepskin" for the assassination of CIA station chief Richard Welch in Athens in 1975, as well
as the assassination of British military attaché Stephen Saunders in 2000. This was denied by the US State
Department, who responded that "the Greek terrorist organization '17 November' was responsible for both
assassinations", and that Grivas's central piece of evidence had been the Westmoreland Field Manual which the State
department, as well as an independent Congressional inquiry have alleged to be a Soviet forgery.[69] The document
in question, however, makes no specific mention of Greece, November 17, nor Welch. The State Department also
highlighted the fact that, in the case of Richard Welch, "Grivas bizarrely accuses the CIA of playing a role in the
assassination of one of its own senior officials" while "Sheepskin" couldn't have assassinated Stephen Saunders for
the simple reason that, according to the US government, "the Greek government stated it dismantled the “stay
behind” network in 1988."[69]

Netherlands
A large arms cache was discovered in 1983 near the village Velp. In 1990 the government by means of
then-prime-minister Ruud Lubbers was forced to confirm that the arms were related to planning for unorthodox
warfare. He insisted that the Dutch organisation was, contrary to the operations in other European countries, totally
independent from NATO command, and during wartime occupation would be commanded by the Dutch government
in exile. The operating bureaus of the organisation would also move to safety in England or the USA at the first sign
of trouble.
In his television show of 22 April 2007 Dutch crime journalist Peter R. De Vries revealed that weapons had been
illegally supplied to Gladio well after the network was supposed to have been disbanded.[32]
A Dutch investigative television program revealed on September 9, 2007, that an arms cache that belonged to Gladio
was ransacked in the 1980s. The cache was located in a park near Scheveningen. Some of stolen weapons later
turned up, including hand grenades and machine guns, when police officials arrested criminals Sam Klepper and
John Mieremet in 1991. The Dutch military intelligence agency, MIVD, feared at that time that the disclosure of the
Gladio history of these weapons was politically explosive.[70][71]

Norway
In 1957, the director of the secret service NIS, Vilhelm Evang, protested strongly against the pro-active intelligence
activities at AFNORTH, as described by the chairman of CPC: "[NIS] was extremely worried about activities carried
out by officers at Kolsås. This concerned SB, Psywar and Counter Intelligence." These activities supposedly
included the blacklisting of Norwegians. SHAPE denied these allegations. Eventually, the matter was resolved in
1958, after Norway was assured about how stay-behind networks were to be operated.[72]
In 1978, the police discovered an arms cache and radio equipment at a mountain cabin and arrested Hans Otto
Meyer, a businessman accused of being involved in selling illegal alcohol. Meyer claimed that the weapons were
supplied by Norwegian intelligence. Rolf Hansen, defense minister at that time, stated the network was not in any
way answerable to NATO and had no CIA connection.[73]
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Portugal
In 1966, the CIA set up Aginter Press which, under the direction of Captain Yves Guérin-Sérac (who had taken part
in the founding of the OAS), ran a secret stay-behind army and trained its members in covert action techniques
amounting to terrorism, including bombings, silent assassinations, subversion techniques, clandestine
communication and infiltration and colonial warfare. Aginter Press was suspected of having assassinated General
Humberto Delgado (1906–1965), founder of the Portuguese National Liberation Front against Salazar's dictatorship
(prominent historians and several sources also claim Delgado's assassination was performed by PIDE operational
Rosa Casaco), as well as anti-colonialist leader Amilcar Cabral (1924–1973), founder of the PAIGC (African Party
for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde) and Eduardo Mondlane leader of the liberation movement
FRELIMO (Frente de Libertação de Moçambique), in 1969 (prominent historians and several sources also claim
Cabral's assassination was performed by individuals within Cabral's guerrilla movemment, the PAIGC, and
Mondlane's death was work of his enemies inside FRELIMO – according to these versions, both assassinations were
the result of struggles for power within the independentist movements).[32][74]

Turkey
As one of the nations that prompted the Truman Doctrine, Turkey is one of the first countries to participate in
Operation Gladio and, some say, the only country where it has not been purged.[75] According to Italian magistrate
Felice Casson, the Turkish stay-behind forces are two-pronged: the military "Counter-Guerrilla", and the civilian
"Ergenekon".[76] An offshoot of the latter organization is currently the subject of a major investigation. Casson says
Turkey is home to the most powerful branch of Operation Gladio.[77]
The counter-guerrilla's existence in Turkey was revealed in 1973 by then prime minister Bülent Ecevit,[78] and he
immediately became a target for several assassination plots.

United Kingdom
In the United Kingdom, Prime Minister Winston Churchill created the Special Operations Executive (SOE) in 1940
to assist resistance movements and carry out subversive operations in enemy-held territory across occupied Europe.
Guardian reporter David Pallister wrote in December 1990 that a guerrilla network with arms caches had been put in
place following the fall of France. It included Brigadier "Mad Mike" Calvert, and was drawn from a special-forces
ski battalion of the Scots Guards which was originally intended to fight in Nazi-occupied Finland.[25] Known as
Auxiliary Units, they were headed by Major Colin Gubbins, an expert in guerrilla warfare who would later lead the
SOE. The Auxiliary Units were attached to GHQ Home Forces, and concealed within the Home Guard. The units
were created in preparation of a possible invasion of the British Isles by the Third Reich. These units were allegedly
stood down only in 1944. Several of their members subsequently joined the Special Air Service and saw action in
France in late 1944. The units' existence did not generally become known by the public until the 1990s despite a
book on the subject being published in 1968,[79] although in recent years, much more research has been undertaken
on the Auxiliary Units, such as the books by John Warwicker ("Churchill's Underground Army" and "With Britain In
Mortal Danger") and the Coleshill Auxiliary Research Team (CART) [80], which publishes its work online. In
fiction, Owen Sheers' Resistance (2008), set in Wales, takes as one of its central characters a member of the
Auxiliary Units called to resist a successful German invasion.
After the end of World War II, the stay-behind armies were created with the experience and involvement of former
SOE officers.[32] Following Giulio Andreotti's October 1990 revelations, General Sir John Hackett (1910–1997),
former commander-in-chief of the British Army on the Rhine, declared on November 16, 1990 that a contingency
plan involving "stay behind and resistance in depth" was drawn up after the war. The same week, Sir Anthony
Farrar-Hockley (1924–2006), former commander-in-chief of NATO's Forces in Northern Europe from 1979 to 1982,
declared to The Guardian that a secret arms network was established in Britain after the war.[54] General John
Hackett had written in 1978 a novel, The Third World War: August 1985, which was a fictionalized scenario of a
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Soviet Army invasion of West Germany in 1985. The novel was followed in 1982 by The Third World War: The
Untold Story, which elaborated on the original. Farrar-Hockley had aroused controversy in 1983 when he became
involved in trying to organise a campaign for a new Home Guard against eventual Soviet invasion.[81]
Gladio membership included mostly ex-servicemen but also followers of Oswald Mosley's pre-war fascist
movement.
General Serravalle's revelations
General Gerardo Serravalle, who commanded the Italian Gladio from 1971 to 1974, related that "in the 1970s the
members of the CPC [Coordination and Planning Committee] were the officers responsible for the secret structures
of Great Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, the Netherlands and Italy. These representatives of the
secret structures met every year in one of the capitals... At the stay-behind meetings representatives of the CIA were
always present. They had no voting rights and were from the CIA headquarters of the capital in which the meeting
took place... members of the US Forces Europe Command were present, also without voting rights. ".[82] Next to the
CPC a second secret command post was created in 1957, the Allied Clandestine Committee (ACC). According to the
Belgian Parliamentary Committee on Gladio, the ACC was "responsible for coordinating the 'Stay-behind' networks
in Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Holland, Norway, United Kingdom and the United
States". During peacetime, the activities of the ACC "included elaborating the directives for the network, developing
its clandestine capability and organising bases in Britain and the United States. In wartime, it was to plan stay-behind
operations in conjunction with SHAPE; organisers were to activate clandestine bases and organise operations from
there".[83] General Serravale declared to the Commissione Stragi headed by senator Giovanni Pellegrino that the
Italian Gladio members trained at a military base in Britain.[54] Documents shown to the committee also revealed
that British and French officials members of Gladio had visited in the 1970s a training base in Germany built with
US money.[54]
Column 88
Column 88 was a neo-nazi paramilitary organization based in the United Kingdom. It was formed in the early
1970s, and disbanded in the early 1980s. The members of Column 88 undertook military training under the
supervision of a former Royal Marine Commando, and also held regular gatherings attended by neo-nazis from all
over Europe. The name is code: the eighth letter of the alphabet 'HH' represents the Nazi greeting 'Heil Hitler'. Many
suspected that this group were behind the arson attack that destroyed the Albany Empire in Deptford, south London
in July 1978 during the Rock Against Racism campaign.[84]
In January 1991, the well known UK anti-fascist Searchlight magazine as part of a series of often contradictory
articles variously alleging that C88 was the paramilitary wing of the British nationalist movement or a "honeytrap
operation set up by British Intelligence, claimed that Column 88 was part of an alleged European Gladio
"stay-behind" network, set up and trained by special forces units (such as the British SAS) to conduct sabotage and
assassinations in the event of a Soviet invasion of Western Europe. This European-wide underground network is also
alleged to have recruited neo-Nazis in Norway, Sweden, Germany, Italy and other European countries.[84]
References
• Ganser, Daniele: NATO's Secret Armies. Operation Gladio and Terrorism in Western Europe. (London: Frank
Cass, 2005). ISBN 0-7146-8500-3.

235

Operation Gladio
The Guardian's November 1990 revelations concerning plans under Margaret Thatcher
The Guardian reported on November 5, 1990, that there had been a "secret attempt to revive elements of a parallel
post-war plan relating to overseas operations" in the "early days of Mrs Thatcher's Conservative leadership".
According to the British newspaper, "a group of former intelligence officers, inspired by the wartime Special
Operations Executive, attempted to set up a secret unit as a kind of armed MI6 cell. Those behind the scheme
included Airey Neave, Mrs Thatcher's close adviser who was killed in a terrorist attack in 1979, and George
Kennedy Young, a former deputy chief of the Secret Intelligence Service, MI6." The newspaper stated that Thatcher
had been "initially enthusiastic but dropped the idea after the scandal surrounding the attack by the French secret
service on the Greenpeace ship, Rainbow Warrior, in New Zealand in 1985."[85] The Swiss branch, P-26, as well as
Italian Gladio, had trained in the UK in the early 1970s.[85][86]

Parallel stay-behind operations in non-NATO countries
Austria
In Austria, the first secret stay-behind army was exposed in 1947. It had been set up by far-right Soucek and
Rössner, who both insisted during their trial that "they were carrying out the secret operation with the full knowledge
and support of the US and British occupying powers." Sentenced to death, they were then pardoned under mysterious
circumstances by President Körner (1951–1957).
Franz Olah set up a new secret army codenamed Österreichischer Wander-, Sport- und Geselligkeitsverein
(OWSGV, literally "Austrian hiking, sports and society club"), with the cooperation of MI6 and the CIA. He later
explained that "we bought cars under this name. We installed communication centres in several regions of Austria",
confirming that "special units were trained in the use of weapons and plastic explosives". He precised that "there
must have been a couple of thousand people working for us... Only very, very highly positioned politicians and some
members of the union knew about it".
In 1965, the police forces discovered a stay-behind arms cache in an old mine close to Windisch-Bleiberg and forced
the British authorities to hand over a list with the location of 33 other caches in Austria.[32]
In 1990, when secret "stay-behind" armies were discovered all around Europe, the Austrian government said that no
secret army had existed in the country. However, six years later, the Boston Globe revealed the existence of secret
CIA arms caches in Austria. Austrian President Thomas Klestil and Chancellor Franz Vranitzky insisted that they
had known nothing of the existence of the secret army and demanded that the US launch a full-scale investigation
into the violation of Austria's neutrality, which was denied by President Bill Clinton. State Department spokesman
Nicholas Burns – appointed in August 2001 by President George Bush as the US Permanent Representative to the
Atlantic treaty organization, where, as ambassador to NATO, he headed the combined State-Defense Department
United States Mission to NATO and coordinated the NATO response to the September 11, 2001 attacks – insisted:
"The aim was noble, the aim was correct, to try to help Austria if it was under occupation. What went wrong is that
successive Washington administrations simply decided not to talk to the Austrian government about it."[4]

Cyprus
The Turkish branch of Gladio Counter-Guerrilla formed the TMT Turkish Resistance Organisation in Cyprus in
1958 and manned it with turkish officers. The 1960 constitution of the republic of Cyprus only had provision for a
very small professional army of a few hundred men from both Cypriot communities. Following the 1963–64 clashes
that led to the collapse of the power sharing between Greek and Turkish Cypriots, the National Guard was created as
a conscription Greek cypriot army. The officers for the National Guard where almost exclusively Greek nationals,
officers of the Greek Army. LOK units were created in Cyprus modelled on the Greek LOK units, though Cyprus
never joined NATO and was at the time a member of the Non-Aligned Movement. Reporter Makarios Drousiotis[87]
has written about Greek officer Dimitris Papapostolou, commander of LOK in Cyprus at the time, conspiring with
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ex-interior minister Polykarpos Yorkatzis to kill elected president Makarios by attacking his helicopter, and after the
failure of that attempt, being involved in the assassination of Yorkatzis. The 15 July 1974 coup d'etat against
Makarios was executed by National Guard units, with the attack on the presidential palace perpetrated by 31 and 32
Moira Katadromon LOK units with the help of 21 Epilarhia Anagnoriseos tanks reconnaissance unit.[88]

Finland
In 1944, the Swedes worked with Finnish Intelligence to set up a stay-behind network of agents within Finland to
keep track of post-war activities in that country. While this network was allegedly never put in place, Finnish codes,
SIGINT equipment and documents were brought to Sweden and apparently exploited until the 1980s.[89]
In 1945, Interior Minister Yrjö Leino exposed a secret stay-behind army which was closed down (so called Weapons
Cache Case). This operation was organized by Finnish general staff officers (without foreign help) in 1944 to hide
weapons in order to sustain a large-scale guerrilla warfare in the event the Soviet Union tried to occupy Finland in
the aftermath of the Continuation War. See also Operation Stella Polaris.
In 1991, the Swedish media claimed that a secret stay-behind army had existed in neutral Finland with an exile base
in Stockholm. Finnish Defence Minister Elisabeth Rehn called the revelations "a fairy tale", adding cautiously "or at
least an incredible story, of which I know nothing."[32] However, in his memoirs, former CIA director William
Colby described the setting-up of stay-behind armies in Scandinavian countries, including Finland, with or without
the assistance of local governments, to prepare for a Soviet invasion.[50]

Spain
Several events prior to Spain's 1982 membership in NATO have also been tied to Gladio: In May 1976, a year after
Franco's death, two left-wing Carlist members were shot down by far-right terrorists, among whom were Gladio
operative Stefano Delle Chiaie and members of the Argentine Anticommunist Alliance (Triple A), demonstrating
connections between Gladio and the South American "Dirty War". This incident became known as the Montejurra
incident.[90] According to a report by the Italian CESIS (Executive Committee for Intelligence and Security
Services), Carlo Cicuttini (who took part in the 1972 Peteano bombing in Italy alongside Vincenzo Vinciguerra),
participated in the 1977 Massacre of Atocha in Madrid, killing five people (including several lawyers), members of
the Workers' Commissions trade-unions closely linked with the Spanish Communist Party. Cicuttini was naturalized
Spanish and exiled in Spain since 1972 (date of the Peteano bombing)[91]
Following Andreotti's 1990 revelations, Adolfo Suárez, Spain's first democratically elected Prime minister after
Franco's death, denied ever having heard of Gladio.[92] President of the Spanish government in 1981–82, during the
transition to democracy, Calvo Sotelo stated that Spain had not been informed of Gladio when it entered NATO.
Asked about Gladio's relations to Franquist Spain, he said that such a network was not necessary under Franco, since
"the regime itself was Gladio."[93]
According to General Fausto Fortunato, head of Italian SISMI from 1971 to 1974, France and the US had backed
Spain's entrance to Gladio, but Italy would have opposed its veto to it. Following Andreotti's revelations, however,
Narcís Serra, Spanish Minister of Defense, opened up an investigation concerning Spain's links to Gladio.[94][95]
Furthermore, Canarias 7 newspaper revealed, quoting former Gladio agent Alberto Volo, who had a role in the
revelations of the existence of the network in 1990, that a Gladio meeting had been organized in August 1991 in the
Gran Canaria island.[96] Alberto Vollo also declared that as a Gladio operative, he had received trainings in
Maspalomas, in the Gran Canaria island between the 1960s and the 1970s.[97] El País daily also revealed that the
Gladio organization was suspected of having used former NASA installations in Maspalomas, in the Gran Canaria
island, in the 1970s.[98]
André Moyen, former Belgian secret agent, also declared that Gladio had operated in Spain.[99] He said that Gladio
had bases in Madrid, Barcelona, San Sebastián and the Canarias islands.
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Sweden
In 1951, CIA agent William Colby, based at the CIA station in Stockholm, supported the training of stay-behind
armies in neutral Sweden and Finland and in the NATO members Norway and Denmark. In 1953, the police arrested
right winger Otto Hallberg and discovered the preparations for the Swedish stay-behind army. Hallberg was set free
and charges against him were dropped.[32]

Switzerland
In Switzerland, a secret army named P26 was discovered, by coincidence months before Giulio Andreotti's October
1990 revelations. After the "secret files scandal" (Fichenaffäre), Swiss parliamentaries started investigating the
Defense Department in the summer of 1990. According to Felix Würsten of the ETH Zurich, "P26 was not directly
involved in the network of NATO's secret armies but it had close contact to MI6."[100] Daniele Ganser (ETH Zurich)
wrote in the Intelligence and National Security review that "following the discovery of the stay-behind armies across
Western Europe in late 1990, Swiss and international security researchers found themselves confronted with two
clear-cut questions: Did Switzerland also operate a secret stay-behind army? And if yes, was it part of NATO's
stay-behind network? The answer to the first question is clearly yes... The answer to the second question remains
disputed..."[101]
Swiss Major Hans von Dach published in 1958 Der totale Widerstand, Kleinkriegsanleitung für jedermann ("Total
Resistance," Bienne, 1958) concerning guerrilla warfare, a book of 180 pages about passive and active resistance to a
foreign invasion, including detailed instructions on sabotage, clandestinity, methods to dissimulate weapons, struggle
against police moles, etc.[102]
In 1990, Colonel Herbert Alboth, a former commander of the Swiss secret stay-behind army P26 declared in a
confidential letter to the Defence Department that he was willing to reveal "the whole truth". He was later found in
his house, stabbed with his own military bayonet. The detailed parliamentary report on the Swiss secret army was
presented to the public on November 17, 1990.[32] According to The Guardian, "P26 was backed by P27, a private
foreign intelligence agency funded partly by the government, and by a special unit of Swiss army intelligence which
had built up files on nearly 8,000 "suspect persons" including "leftists", "bill stickers", "Jehovah's witnesses", people
with "abnormal tendencies" and anti-nuclear demonstrators. On November 14, the Swiss government hurriedly
dissolved P26 – the head of which, it emerged, had been paid £100,000 a year."[85]
In 1991, a report by Swiss magistrate Pierre Cornu was released by the Swiss defence ministry. It said that P26 was
without "political or legal legitimacy", and described the group's collaboration with British secret services as
"intense". "Unknown to the Swiss government, British officials signed agreements with the organisation, called P26,
to provide training in combat, communications, and sabotage. The latest agreement was signed in 1987... P26 cadres
participated regularly in training exercises in Britain... British advisers – possibly from the SAS – visited secret
training establishments in Switzerland." P26 was led by Efrem Cattelan, known to British intelligence.[86]
In a 2005 conference presenting Daniele Ganser's research on Gladio, Hans Senn, General Chief of Staff of the
Swiss Army between 1977 and 1980, explained how he was informed of the existence of a secret organisation in the
middle of his term of office. According to him, it already became clear in 1980 in the wake of the
Schilling/Bachmann affair that there was also a secret group in Switzerland. But former MP, Helmut Hubacher,
President of the Social Democratic Party from 1975 to 1990, declared that although it had been known that "special
services" existed within the army, as a politician he never at any time could have known that the secret army P26
was behind this. Hubacher pointed out that the President of the parliamentary investigation into P26 (PUK-EMD),
the right-wing politician from Appenzell and member of the Council of States for that Canton, Carlo Schmid, had
suffered "like a dog" during the commission's investigations. Carlo Schmid declared to the press: "I was shocked that
something like that is at all possible," and said to the press he was glad to leave the "conspirational atmosphere"
which had weighted upon him like a "black shadow" during the investigations.[103] Hubacher found it especially
disturbing that, apart from its official mandate of organizing resistance in case of a Soviet invasion, P26 had also a
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mandate to become active should the left succeed in achieving a parliamentary majority.[100]

FOIA requests and US State Department's 2006 communiqué
Three Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests have been filed to the CIA, which has rejected them with the
Glomar response: "The CIA can neither confirm nor deny the existence or non-existence of records responsive to
your request." One request was filed by the National Security Archive in 1991; another by the Italian Senate
commission headed by Senator Giovanni Pellegrino in 1995 concerning Gladio and Aldo Moro's murder; the last one
in 1996, by Oliver Rathkolb, of Vienna university, for the Austrian government, concerning the secret stay-behind
armies after a discovery of an arms-cache.[32]
Furthermore, the US State Department published a communiqué in January 2006 which, while confirming the
existence of stay-behind armies, in general, and the presence of the "Gladio" stay-behind unit in Italy, in particular,
with the purpose of aiding resistance in the event of Soviet aggression directed Westward, from the Warsaw Pact,
dismissed claims of any United States ordered, supported, or authorized skullduggery by stay-behind units. In fact, it
claims that, on the contrary, the accusations of US-sponsored "false flag" operations are rehashed former Soviet
disinformation based on documents that the Soviets themselves forged; specifically the researchers are alleged to
have been influenced by the Westmoreland Field Manual, whose forged nature was confirmed by former KGB
operatives, following the end of the Cold War. However since then counter sources from within gladio and the CIA
have admitted its authenticity. The alleged Soviet-authored forgery, disseminated in the 1970s, explicitly formulated
the need for a "strategy of tension" involving violent attacks blamed on radical left-wing groups in order to convince
allied governments of the need for counter-action. It also rejected a Communist Greek journalist's allegations made
in December 2005 (See above).[69]

Politicians on Gladio
Whilst the existence of a "stay-behind" organization such as Gladio was disputed, prior to its confirmation by Giulio
Andreotti, with some skeptics describing it as a conspiracy theory, several high-ranking politicians in NATO
countries have made statements appearing to confirm the existence of something like it:
• Former Italian prime minister Giulio Andreotti ("Gladio had been necessary during the days of the Cold War but,
that in view of the collapse of the East Bloc, Italy would suggest to NATO that the organisation was no longer
necessary.")
• Former French minister of defense Jean-Pierre Chevènement ("a structure did exist, set up at the beginning of the
1950s, to enable communications with a government that might have fled abroad in the event of the country being
occupied.").
• Former Greek defence minister, Ioannis Varvitsiotis (Greek: Ιωάννης Βαρβιτσιώτης) ("local commandos and the
CIA set up a branch of the network in 1955 to organise guerrilla resistance to any communist invader")
As noted above, the US has now acknowledged the existence of Operation Gladio.
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Books
• NATO's Secret Armies: Operation GLADIO and Terrorism in Western Europe (Contemporary Security Studies),
by Daniele Ganser, 2005, ISBN 0-7146-8500-3
• Puppetmasters: The Political Use of Terrorism in Italy, by Philip Willan, 2002, ISBN 0-595-24697-4

Films
•
•
•
•
•

Alan Francovich , BBC Documentary Gladio (1992 three-part BBC documentary)
Michele Placido, Romanzo Criminale (2005, concerning the strategy of tension and the Banda della Magliana)
Renzo Martinelli, Five Moons Plaza [104] at the Internet Movie Database (Piazza delle cinque lune) (2003)
Conspirator: The Story of Licio Gelli [105] at the Internet Movie Database (2009)
German documentary Gladio – Geheimarmeen in Europa (Germany, 2010, 85mn), SWR © tvschoenfilm,
Directors: Frank Gutermuth, Wolfgang Schoen
• Turkish fiction movie "Kurtlar Vadisi Gladyo"
• Joe Wright, Hanna [106] at the Internet Movie Database (2011) CIA uses neo-nazi forces to capture a fugitive
assassin

Gladio in Fiction
A precise analogue of Operation Gladio was described in the 1949 fiction novel An Affair of State by Pat Frank.[107]
In Frank's version, U.S. State Dept officers recruit a stay-behind network in Hungary to fight an insurgency against
the Soviet Union after the Soviet Union launches an attack on and captures Western Europe.
In the Archer episode "Lo Scandalo", the character Mallory Archer mentions having been involved in Operation
Gladio when younger.

Literature
John Douglas-Gray in his thriller 'The Novak Legacy' ISBN 978-0-7552-1321-4
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